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Giants of the Republic Original Introduction
BY EDWARD EVERETT HALE, D. D.,
Author of "The Man Without a Country," etc.

THE history of mankind is made up of the biogra-
phies of men. This is a simple enough thing to 
say, and yet it would seem, from a good many 
histories, that it had never occurred to their writ-
ers. It is quite certain, however, that we appreci-
ate and understand the history of our race most 
thoroughly, in those periods where we know of 
the personal lives of many of the actors. The pe-
riods where we do not know anything of individ-
ual lives are to us dreary deserts. For instance, it 
would probably be fair to say that the reason we 
give the Dark Ages that bad name, is that most 
of us know little or nothing of the personal move-
ments or of individual lives of men and women in 
those ages.
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EDWARD EVERETT HALE, D. D., 

The book in the reader's hands is compiled in the effort to
bring together the lives of a hundred men and women 
who have led the United States since the middle of the 
last century. It is a very remarkable series. The people of 
the United States in that time have exhibited a genius for 
the science of government, such as the world has never 
elsewhere seen. In a hundred and fifty years following 
the first settlement of these coasts, there grew up on the 
edge of the Atlantic Ocean thirteen States. At the time of 
the Revolution these States were strong enough to equip 
armies and navies, and to defeat George the Third, who 
supposed that he was the strongest monarch in Europe 
when the Revolution began. The people in these thirteen 
States then had to organize forms of government wholly 
new for themselves and their successors. They took the 
traditions and methods which had been developed in a 
century and a half, they studied with care the history of 
Europe, and they organized a set of constitutions which 
have made a new era in the political history of the world. 
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In the first lives in this volume, the authors have tried to 
give to the careful reader some idea of the makeup of 
those men who engaged in work so remarkable; and we 
shall be disappointed if the American reader does not ap-
preciate more highly the successes of the great founders 
of the republic, from knowing more intimately the details 
of their lives and of their education.

It is impossible to say that all these lives differ, in any one
essential quality, from lives which have been led under 
the old civilizations of the European world. But in almost 
every one of them the reader will find a certain quality 
which he does not find in the average biography of per-
sons brought up under European forms. If we compare a 
typical American with a typical European, the contrast is 
very strong. There is sometimes an American who has 
been educated in the European forms, and there is 
sometimes an inhabitant of the old continent who has 
been educated in unconventional forms, and in such a 
case the contrast between these two would not be 
strong. But, speaking in general, we may say that the 
book in the reader's hands will give him, if he reads it 
carefully, a good conception of what we mean when we 
speak of the American type, and so it will perhaps show 
to him how the history of the world has been affected by 
that providence which, in the discovery of America, gave 
white paper for the writing of its history.

THE misfortune of most biography is a certain blindness 
which comes over the writer, when he forgets that his 
special business is to show his hero to the reader, and 
that he is not engaged, in the first instance, to give the 
general history of the hero's time. Even Mr. Irving lapsed 
here when he wrote his Life of Washington. There are 
whole chapters of that life in which Washington's name is
not mentioned. More than half of it is a history of the 
United States, for the years when Washington was com-
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mander-in-chief of her army, or was President. On the 
other hand, the value of biography, as the common 
sense of the world has found out, is in such writing as 
Plutarch's. It may be doubted whether Plutarch were a 
very large man; it is certain that he did not take very no-
ble views, either of man, of God, or of history. But 
Plutarch had the great art of being entertaining. His spec-
ulations may be foolish, but his narrative is interesting. 
Whoever will carefully study his method, will see that
there was perhaps an advantage to Plutarch that he 
wrote before the days of printing, and, in most cases, 
some centuries after the men had died whom he
described. The law of selection applied, therefore, for 
those things which were interesting about these men 
were still remembered, while the uninteresting things had
sunk to the bottom and were forgotten, by the mere law 
of the attraction of gravitation, one might say. Plutarch 
writes what had proved to interest mankind, and leaves 
the rest unwritten. And what is it that interests mankind? 
Infallibly it is the narrative of events, if that narrative be 
enlivened by the personal characteristics of men en-
gaged in the affair. In Plutarch's case, the most vivid of 
such characteristics shone through the dust and mist and
smoke of centuries. He recorded what he knew, and did 
not record the rest, because he could not.

The reader of this volume will find, as I hope, that the var-
ious accomplished authors who have been engaged in it 
have been working on the principle which is illustrated in 
Plutarch's great success. We shall be disappointed if 
readers do not see how the personality of such great 
men has affected the time in which they lived. They ought
to learn that what is called the drift of history, or the order
of events, really results from the original life and purpose 
of the men and women who make up history.
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THE European critics of American life, who have never 
seen American life with their own eyes, are apt to con-
struct a theory regarding us and our history which has no 
real foundation. John Stuart Mill, for instance, at many 
different times, expressed his opinion that in a social or-
der resting upon universal' suffrage, men will be forced 
by the pressure of a common life into a certain average 
existence, in which each man will resemble each other 
man, quite as so many shoe-pegs resemble each other 
when they are cut by the same machine. Mr. Mill does 
not say so, but if one were to give an illustration or two, 
he was afraid that an American Longfellow would be ex-
actly like an American Lincoln, or an American Franklin 
exactly like an American Benedict Arnold. To us, on this 
side of the water, who suppose that we are living in a 
world of persons curiously unlike each other, such grave 
criticisms as these by Mr. Mill, Mr. Matthew Arnold, and 
other critics, who are writing about that of which they 
know very little, seem amusing. The contrasts presented 
between different lives in this volume will show how little 
danger we are in from this source, at least for several 
centuries.

CAREFUL readers, again, will observe one distinguishing
mark of American life, in the youth of many of the actors 
in our great dramas, so much younger are they than most
of the men distinguished in similar work in the Old World. 
Thus, when the war of the Revolution began, Washington
was only forty-three. It is amusing to see how his younger
friends venerated his age. Of his aides, Hamilton was 
nineteen when he commanded a battery in New York and
first attracted Washington's attention. Lafayette was nine-
teen when he was wounded at Brandywine. Pickering, 
who was quartermaster-general when the war ended, 
was but twenty-seven when it began. Knox was twenty-
five. Nathan Hale, the hero of young Americans, was but 
twenty-one when he died for his country, and expressed 
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his regret that he had but one life to give for her. Of the 
five leaders in the founding of the nation, whose biogra-
phies we have here, the average age when the war be-
gan was but thirty- three. Adams and Jefferson, as is well
remembered, were so young that they lived to see the 
greatness of their country half a century after that Decla-
ration of Independence with which they had been so 
closely connected.

The readiness with which young men thus come forward 
into positions of trust and authority is readily accounted 
for by any one who has seen the conditions of a new set-
tlement. Those conditions mark the arrangements of a 
rising State. The new town needs every one it can call 
into service. If a young man can do a man's work, he 
must. To revert again to the conditions of the war of the 
Revolution, when Burgoyne had driven in the American 
advance on the shore of Lake Champlain, when there 
was danger that his well-equipped army might sweep 
through the whole valley of the Connecticut, the States of
Massachusetts and Connecticut ordered out every boy 
who was above the age of fifteen to meet the invading 
force. If he could carry a musket, the boy was old enough
and big enough. Conditions like those lead to the rapid 
advance of young' men. And even when the circum-
stances have all changed, the power of such conditions, 
through generations before, shows itself all through the 
social order.

THE division into different books, which we have 
adopted, brings together those great characters who il-
lustrate the service which has been rendered to our 
country in different fields of activity. The reader will read-
ily note for himself the points at which the lives of these 
great men touch each other. He ought also to see how 
largely each life is affected by the influences of republi-
can government, and those conditions which belong to 
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States in their youth or in their infancy. Fulton in his ear-
lier life painted a portrait of Dr. Franklin, which is one of 
the curious memorials of that time. John Quincy Adams 
is now most often remembered for the marvelous activity 
and spirit which he showed in his old age; but, as the 
reader will see, his personal memories ran back to the 
days when he copied documents for his father in the time
of the Revolution. Young men should remember, indeed, 
that all through his early diary we find his expressions of 
regret that he had not the skill of an orator, and it should 
encourage them to recollect that when he died he was 
most often called the "old man eloquent."

But, without attempting in detail to show how closely the 
work of one of these heroes depends upon that of an-
other, we ought to call the reader's attention to that 
many-sidedness of American life which, in each case, 
compels strong people to occupy themselves in public af-
fairs. To a true American, there must be no jealous seclu-
sion of himself from his fellow-men. It is not simply that at
each election he has his part to bear; in 'every civil con-
test he must define his position.

The literature of the country is therefore very closely con-
nected with its politics, with its invention, with its discov-
ery. Although at certain times we call very naturally upon 
the strongest men to go into the administration of the gov-
ernment, on the whole we are well pleased if such a man 
as Beecher keeps his position in the pulpit of Plymouth 
Church, and does not seek an appointment as a diploma-
tist or a member of the House of Representatives. If Mrs. 
Stowe gives her prayer and thought and time and genius 
to writing " Uncle Tom's Cabin," we are as well pleased at
the result as if she had been canvassing for votes in the 
choice of a supervisor for the schools. George Peabody 
spent most of his life in London; the habits of his life were
those of a banker and a financier. But, all his life through,
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he loved his country, and he believed in the principles on 
which the constitution of the country was founded. When 
the time came for the disposition of his great fortune, he 
was in touch with men of intelligence who knew the coun-
try better than he did, and he was able, therefore, to 
make the magnificent gifts which he made for education, 
for hospitals, and for the right study of history. He is to be
remembered, therefore, as one of the real benefactors of 
America, with just as much gratitude as if he had served 
her in diplomacy, in Congress, or on the bench. And that 
man is a very careless reader who does not see that 
William Lloyd Garrison, quite outside of the administra-
tion of government, became a more important factor in 
the control of the history of this country, than many of 
those persons who occupied high official positions. In-
deed, the young reader should observe that many of 
those persons are now entirely forgotten, and would have
no place in any collection of the real leaders of America.

We shall, therefore, be very much disappointed if those 
who study this book do not learn the great lesson that he 
who does the duty next his hand, serves, in the provi-
dence of God, in the great purpose for which this nation 
exists, if only he loyally remember that he is a citizen of 
the nation and that the nation relies upon him. Alexander 
Hamilton may have thought, when he was a young man, 
that his genius was thwarted and humbled by the mer-
cantile training to which he was bound. But it proved that 
Alexander Hamilton, precisely because he had a knowl-
edge of financial and mercantile affairs, was the person 
on whose life the credit of the nation depended, in the 
great adjustment of its finances in the administration of 
Washington. George Washington himself may well have 
thought that in the monotonous services which he ren-
dered, as one of the House of Burgesses in Virginia, he 
was throwing away abilities which deserved a nobler 
field. But in time the nobler field was opened, and it 
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proved that George Washington had been gaining that 
knowledge of men, and of the way to handle men, which 
was all- important for his country when he entered upon 
his great career. Of every person whose life is described 
here, the same could be said. They were "faithful in a few
things," and because they were faithful there was given 
them the rule of great things. Henry Clay, with a mar-
velous gift of eloquence and with a careful preparation for
the bar, had at the same time made the larger study of 
the American people. He knew what it was and what it 
was not. He knew what it needed, and he forecast its 
destiny. Precisely because he understood this people 
better than did most of the older men who were around 
him, he became, one may say, their idol, and he was 
able to render service to his country which no closet-stu-
dent, trained simply in the methods of older dynasties, 
could ever have done. In an entirely different line of life, 
the same is true of Andrew Jackson. Precisely because
.he did not trammel himself with precedent or conditions, 
which even to a well-trained lawyer may have seemed 
important,- because, on the other hand, in the difficulties 
of frontier warfare he had accustomed himself to look at 
the national life, from a broad and at the same time prac-
tical point of view,- he saved the constitution when the 
constitution was really endangered.

THIS book will fall into the hands of clubs and schools, 
for study more careful than is involved in one superficial 
reading. In introducing it to readers who study it, I make 
one suggestion, of which I hope they will try the value; 
they will find similar suggestions made, with some detail 
of illustration, more than once in Miss Edgeworth's ad-
mirable suggestions for education. Let any group of read-
ers cultivate the habit of impersonating, if they please, 
the characters whose lives interest them in American his-
tory, and bringing these people together for imaginary 
conversations, for common action, in such scenes and at 
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such times as history will justify. Imaginary conversa-
tions, such as Madame de Genlis suggests; imaginary 
correspondence, such as even classical writers were 
amused with, will prove not only amusing but of perma-
nent value in giving a vivid sense of the life of older 
times. Better yet, perhaps, for the purpose of maintaining 
the life and interest of a club or society of readers, would 
be the dramatic representation, in a parlor or a school-
room, of scenes such as bright pupils would imagine, 
which shall introduce several of the great men or women 
of whom they read.

Thus, there is a curious home letter from a private soldier
in Braddock's army, which makes it well-nigh certain that 
Franklin, at the age of forty-nine, met Washington when 
he was but twenty-three, as Braddock's army advanced 
toward its ruin. It would be easy, in some parlor theatri-
cals, to represent the scene, to bring in these two men 
who were unconscious of their future greatness, to sur-
round them with such figures as those of Braddock and 
Gage and Morris, and in dialogue or in pantomime to in-
terest the whole company. A date thus fixed, a transac-
tion thus made real, take their places in memory, and, as 
an old friend says, "give something to knit upon" as one 
works out his own fabric of history.

When the Revolutionary War began, every rencontre be-
tween the soldiers of England and those of America 
brought people together in such dramatic fashion. When 
Gage addressed Washington and Washington replied to 
him, parted only by the Charles River, it was with recol-
lections of the time when they sat at the same mess-ta-
ble, when they copied the same despatch, as they both 
served on the staff of Braddock. When Franklin met Lord 
Howe, in 1776, it was to recall the memory of how they 
had played chess together in London. When Clinton 
sailed into New York, after his repulse at Charleston, it 
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was to show to the younger officers the streets and 
homes of the town where he had spent his boyhood, in 
which, probably, he was more at home than he was in 
London. Perhaps, indeed, when he passed the burial- 
ground by King's Chapel in Boston some one took pains 
to point out to him the grave of his relative, Isaac John-
son, Arbella Johnson's husband, who had come from the 
family home in England, which Clinton must have re-
membered well. Indeed, an accurate reader could bring 
together Jefferson, Jay, and Adams, in more than one 
imaginary colloquy, which would fix in the memory of all 
who saw those characters well presented the various 
contributions which such men made, for weal or for woe, 
to the progress of the nation. The contrast of the fan-
faronade and love of glory of Paul Jones, against the 
drollery and simplicity of Franklin, and the half- concealed
annoyance of John Adams, might make a very amusing 
scene in such a performance as I have suggested. It is 
not so easy to imagine Henry Clay in London, arranging 
with George Peabody how he may draw for money. But 
such men never met but that each of them affected the 
life of the other.

I venture to recommend to all clubs or societies of young 
people who read this book together, that they try some 
such impersonations, which will bring history in visible 
form before them. The preparations will be in some re-
gards more difficult, in some more easy, than they think 
at first. But it may well be that they shall find, in many in-
stances, that they are working up some detail of the local 
history of the place in which they live, which would other-
wise have been neglected and eventually forgotten. And 
such students should remember that there is many an at-
tic which is yet to give up its store of old papers of great 
value in the working out of our history.
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It is generally said, and it is true, that thus far America 
has not developed, or at least has not shown, much 
power in the writing of entertaining memoirs. For the his-
tory of the Revolution the most vivid local color is sup-
plied by those bright, accomplished young Frenchmen, to
whom everything was a surprise, and who, therefore, 
wrote down what our own fathers thought a matter of 
course and left for forgetfulness. The gaps in our history, 
which are left by the inability of the fathers to write enter-
taining memoirs, must be supplied now from their ledgers
and day-books and from the old correspondence, when 
by good fortune it has been preserved. What the artists 
call " local color," and the vividness which is given by 
what they call " broken lights," may often improve our his-
torical picture, if contributed by some antiquarian student 
who works with imagination. I cannot but hope that, by 
the wide circulation of this very book, there may be 
roused up some young Parkman or Prescott or Bancroft, 
who shall be tempted to make the researches which will 
bring to light memoranda of us; because of interest, in 
the construction of the history of the republic.

EDWARD EVERETT HALE
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GEORGE WASHINGTON

FATHER FATHER AND AND FOUNDER FOUNDER OF OF THE THE REPUBLICREPUBLIC

AMONG the multitude who in different lands and 
times have won fame in varying degrees, a few 
stand out so distinct, so far above the rest, that 
they mark the eras of the world’s progress. By 
them we measure our growth; by them we test 
our advance or decline. We no longer judge 
them, but rather judge ourselves by them, by the 
extent to which we can appreciate and under-
stand them. An age in which they are honored is 
glorious; a generation by which they are not es-
teemed is contemptible. Among the few thus truly
great is WASHINGTON. A thousand times has 
the story of his noble life been told; yet never 
were men so eager to hear it as now. His charac-
ter has endured every test; his fame is secure. “It
will be the duty of the historian in all ages,” says 
Lord Brougham, “to omit no occasion of com-
memorating this illustrious man; . . . and until 
time shall be no more will a test of the progress 
which our race has made in wisdom and virtue 
be derived from the veneration paid to the im-
mortal name of Washington.”
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Two centuries ago Virginia was almost an unexplored 
wilderness; but the climate, the soil, the rivers, bays, 
mountains, valleys, all combined to render it one of the 
most attractive spots upon our globe. Two young broth-
ers, Lawrence and John Washington, were lured by 
these attractions to abandon their home in England, and 
seek their fortunes in this new world. They were both 
gentlemen. Lawrence was a fine scholar, a graduate of 
Oxford; John was an accomplished man of business.

The two brothers had purchased a large tract of land 
about fifty miles above the mouth of the Potomac, and on
its western banks. John built him a house, and married 
Anne Pope. Augustine, his second son, inherited the pa-
ternal homestead. Augustine’s first wife, Jane Butler, as 
lovely in character as she was beautiful in person, died, 
leaving three little motherless children. The disconsolate 
father, in the course of years, found another mother for 
his bereaved household.

He was singularly fortunate in his choice. Mary Ball was 
everything that husband or child could desire. She was 
beautiful in person, intelligent, accomplished, energetic 
and prudent, and a warm hearted Christian. Augustine 
and Mary were married on the 6th of March, 1730. On 
the 22d of February, 1732, they received into their arms 
their first-born child. Little did they dream, as they bore 
their babe to the baptismal font and called him George 
Washington, that that name was to become one of the 
most memorable in the annals of time.

BOYHOOD BOYHOOD DAYSDAYS

From earliest childhood George developed a very noble 
character. He had a vigorous constitution, a fine form, 
and great bodily strength. In childhood he was noted for 
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frankness, fearlessness, and moral courage; and yet far 
removed from manifesting a quarrelsome spirit. He never
tyrannized over others; and none were found to attempt 
to tyrannize over him.

After twelve happy years of union with Mary Ball, when 
George was but ten years of age, Augustine Washington 
died, leaving George and five other children fatherless. 
The mother was equal to the task thus imposed upon 
her. The confidence of her husband in her judgment and 
maternal love is indicated by the fact that he left the in-
come of the entire property to her until her children 
should respectively come of age. Nobly she discharged 
the task. A nation’s homage gathers around the memory 
of the mother of Washington. Life’s severe discipline de-
veloped a character simple, sincere, grave, cheered with 
earnest and unostentatious piety. Her well-balanced mind
gave her great influence over her son, which she retained
until the hour of her death.

Mrs. Alexander Hamilton tells the story that, when 
George Washington was in the meridian of his fame, a 
brilliant party was given in his honor at Fredericksburg, 
Va. When the church-bell rang the hour of nine, his 
mother rose and said, “Come, George, it is nine o’clock: it
is time for us to go home.” George, like a dutiful son, of-
fered her his arm, and they retired. Mrs. Hamilton admits,
however, that after Washington had seen his mother 
safely home he returned to the party.

At sixteen years of age George, then a man in character, 
and almost a man in stature, left school. He excelled in 
mathematical studies, and had become familiar with the 
principles of geometry and trigonometry and of practical 
surveying. It was then his intention to become a civil en-
gineer. At that time, in this new and rapidly-growing coun-
try, there was great demand for such services, and the 
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employment was very lucrative. He had formed his char-
acter upon the right model. Everything he did he did well. 
If he wrote a letter, every word was as plain as print, with 
spelling, capitals, punctuation, all correct. His diagrams 
and tables were never scribbled off, but all executed with 
great beauty. These excellent habits, thus early formed, 
were retained through life.

Upon leaving school George went to spend a little time 
with his elder brother, Lawrence, at Mount Vernon. Then,
as now, that was an enchanting spot. The house, situ-
ated upon a swell of land, commanded an extensive view
of the Potomac and of the surrounding country. It was 
nearly one hundred miles above the home of George. 
Lord Fairfax, a man of large fortune and romantic tastes, 
had been lured by the charms of this delightful region to 
purchase a vast territory, which extended far away, over 
the Blue Mountains. It was a property embracing rivers 
and mountains, forests and prairies, and wealth unex-
plored. Lord Fairfax was charmed with young Washing-
ton, his frankness, his intelligence, his manliness, his 
gentlemanly bearing, a boy in years, a man in maturity of 
wisdom and character; and he engaged this lad, then but 
one month over sixteen years of age, to explore and sur-
vey these pathless wilds, a large portion of which was 
then ranged only by wild beasts and savage men. It may 
be doubted whether a lad of his age ever before under-
took a task so arduous. With a few attendants, the boy 
entered the wilderness. We have some extracts from the 
journal which he kept, which give us a vivid idea of the 
life he then led.

Under date of March 15, 1748, he writes: “Worked hard 
till night, and then returned. After supper, we were lighted
into a room; and I, not being so good a woodman as the 
rest, stripped myself very orderly, and went into the bed, 
as they call it, when, to my surprise, I found It to be noth-
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ing but a little straw matted together, without sheet or 
anything else, but only one threadbare blanket, with dou-
ble its weight of vermin. I was glad to get up and put on 
my clothes, and lie as my companions did. Had we not 
been very tired, I am sure we should not have slept much
that night. I made a promise to sleep so no more in a 
bed, choosing rather to sleep in the open air before a 
fire.”

On the 2nd of April he writes, “A blowing, rainy night. Our
straw, upon which we were lying, took fire; but I was luck-
ily preserved by one of our men awaking when it was in a
flame. We have run off four lots this day.”

George returned from this tramp with all his energies 
consolidated by toil peril, and hardship. Though but sev-
enteen years of age, he was a responsible, self-reliant 
man. The State of Virginia now employed him as public 
surveyor.

For three years he was engaged in these laborious du-
ties, which introduced him to scenes of romance and ad-
venture. Though he often, during these three years, vis-
ited his mother, his headquarters were with his brother at 
Mount Vernon, as this was much nearer. Lord Fairfax, 
who, it is said, was the victim of a love disappointment, 
had built him a substantial stone mansion in the valley 
beyond the Blue Ridge, where he was living in a sort of 
baronial splendor, and where George was an ever wel-
come guest.
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MISSION MISSION TO TO THE THE FRENCH FRENCH COMMANDERCOMMANDER

Having performed his duty as surveyor so well, he was 
chosen adjutant general, with the rank of major, over a 
portion of the militia whose duty it was to repel the en-
croachments of the French and Indians. In the meantime,
however, he was absent four months in Barbadoes with a
sick brother. The next year, being then twenty-one years 
of age, he was sent as commissioner by Governor Din-
widdie to demand of the French commander why he had 
invaded the king’s colonies. For seven hundred and fifty 
miles, more than half of the distance through an unbro-
ken wilderness, he made his way, accompanied by only 
seven persons; and after forty-one days of toil, in the 
middle of December he reached his destination. Having 
concluded his mission, he set out in the dead of winter to 
retrace his dreary route. The horses after a while gave 
out, and the drivers were left to take care of them, while 
he and one companion pushed on alone, on foot, through
the wilderness. Traveling in this manner, they came upon
an Indian, who, under the pretence of acting as guide, led
them off their route, and then shot at them. Sparing his 

30

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1502516136


Order Paperback on Amazon

life, contrary to the wishes of his friend, Washington soon
got rid of him, and walked all night to escape pursuit. 
Coming to the Alleghany river, they found it only partly 
frozen over, and here the two friends lay down upon the 
bank in the cold snow, with nothing but their blankets 
over them, and thus, weary and hungry, passed the 
dreary night. The next morning they set to work with a 
single hatchet to build a raft. They worked all day long on
the frail thing, and just after sunset succeeded in launch-
ing it on the turbulent stream. When nearly half across, 
huge fragments of floating ice came driving down the cur-
rent, and, jamming against the crazy fabric, jerked them 
overboard, into ten feet of water. The two adventurers 
swam and waded to an island, where, amid frost and 
snow, wet to the skin, without a blanket to cover them or 
a spark of fire, with their clothes frozen stiff upon their 
backs, they passed the long, wintry night. They were now
without the means of reaching either shore: but the biting 
cold that benumbed their limbs froze also the river, so 
that when morning dawned it was bridged over with ice 
between them and the shore. Escaping the shot of the In-
dian, the dangers of the forest, and death by cold, they at
length, after an absence of eleven weeks, arrived safely 
at home.

Washington’s journal of this tour was published in Lon-
don, and attracted much attention, as it contained conclu-
sive proof that the French would resist any attempts of 
the English to establish their settlements upon the Ohio. 
The Legislature of Virginia was in session at Williams-
burg when Washington returned. Modestly, and uncon-
scious that he would attract any attention, he went into 
the gallery to observe the proceedings. The Speaker 
chanced to see him, and, rising, proposed that, “The 
thanks of this house be given to Major Washington, who 
now sits in the gallery, for the gallant manner in which he 
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has executed the important trust lately reposed in him by 
his excellency the governor.”

Every member of the house rose to his feet; and 
Washington was greeted with a simultaneous and 
enthusiastic burst of applause. Embarrassed by the 
unexpected honor, and unaccustomed to public 
speaking, the young hero endeavored in vain to give 
utterance to his thanks. Out of this painful dilemma the 
eloquent Speaker helped him as generously as he had 
helped him into it. “Sit down, Mr. Washington,” said he, in
his most courteous manner, “your modesty equals your 
valor, and that surpasses the power of any language that 
I possess.” Nothing could be more elegant or skilful than 
this double stroke, which not only relieved Washington, 
but paid him at the same time the highest compliment 
that could be bestowed.
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BRADDOCK'S BRADDOCK'S EXPEDITIONEXPEDITION

Early in the spring of 1755 General Braddock, a self-con-
ceited, stubborn man, landed in Virginia with two regi-
ments of regular troops from Great Britain. Arrogant in 
the pride of his technical military education, he despised 
alike Frenchmen, Indians, and colonists. With his force, 
Braddock started on a march through the wilderness for 
the reduction of Fort Duquesne. Washington accompa-
nied him as volunteer aid. In a straggling line four miles in
length, this army of two thousand men, totally unac-
quainted with Indian warfare, and thoroughly despising 
such barbaric foes, commenced its march, with ponder-
ous artillery and a cumbrous baggage-train, through the 
forest, for the distant junction of the Alleghany and the 
Monongahela. Washington, who well knew the foe they 
were to encounter, was alarmed at this recklessness, and
urged greater caution. The regular British general was 
not to be taught the art of war by a provincial colonel, 
who had never even seen the inside of a military school. 
Successfully they had threaded the wilderness, and on a 
beautiful summer’s day they were exultingly marching 
along the banks of the Monongahela, when they entered 
a defile of picturesque beauty.

Suddenly, like the burst of thunder from the cloudless 
heavens, came the crash of musketry, and a tempest of 
lead swept through their ranks. Crash followed crash in 
quick succession, before, behind, on the right, on the left.
No foe was to be seen; yet every bullet accomplished its 
mission. The ground was soon covered with the dead 
and wounded. Amazement and consternation ran 
through the ranks. An unseen foe was assailing them. 
Braddock stood his ground with bull-dog courage, until he
fell, pierced by a bullet. When nearly half of the army 
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were slain, the remnant broke in wild disorder and fled. 
The ambush was entirely successful. Six hundred of 
these unseen assailants were Indians. They made the 
forest ring with their derision in scorn of the folly of Brad-
dock.

Washington, through this awful scene, which he had 
been constantly anticipating, was perfectly collected, and,
with the coolest courage, did everything which human 
sagacity could do to retrieve the disaster. Two horses 
were shot beneath him, and four bullets passed through 
his coat. Eight hundred of Braddock’s army, including 
most of the officers, were either dead or wounded. Wash-
ington rallied around him the few provincials, upon whom 
Braddock had looked with contempt. Each man instantly 
placed himself behind a tree, according to the necessities
of forest warfare. As the Indians burst from their ambush,
the unerring fire of the provincials checked them and 
drove them back. But for this the army would have been 
utterly destroyed. All Washington’s endeavors to rally the 
British regulars were unavailing. Indignantly he writes, 
“They ran like sheep before the hounds.” Panic-stricken, 
abandoning artillery and baggage, they continued their 
tumultuous retreat to the Atlantic coast. The provincials, 
in orderly march, protected them from pursuit. Braddock’s
defeat rang through the land as Washington’s victory. 
The provincials, who, submitting to military authority, had 
allowed themselves to be led into this valley of death, 
proclaimed far and wide the precautions which Washing-
ton had urged, and the heroism with which he had res-
cued the remnant of the army.

The French made no attempt to pursue their advantage, 
but quietly retired to Fort Duquesne, there to await an-
other assault, should the English decide to make one. A 
force of about seven hundred men was raised, and 
placed under the command of Washington, to protect the 
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scattered villages and dwellings of this vast frontier. For 
three years Washington gave all his energies to this ar-
duous enterprise. It would require a volume to record the 
awful scenes through which he passed during these 
three years.

In November, 1758, Fort Duquesne was wrested from the
French, and the valley of the Ohio passed from their con-
trol forever. The Canadas soon after surrendered to 
Wolfe, and English supremacy was established upon this
continent without a rival.

Virginia gave us this imperial man,
Cut in the massive mould
Of those high-statured ages old
Which into grander forms our mortal metal ran;
Mother of States and undiminished men,
Thou gavest us a Country, giving him.

-James Russell Lowell.

Washington was now twenty-six years of age. The 
beautiful estate of Mount Vernon had descended to him 
by inheritance. On the 6th of January, 1759, he married 
Mrs. Martha Custis, a lady of great worth and beauty. 
Washington was already wealthy; and his wife brought 
with her, as her dower, a fortune of one hundred 
thousand dollars. After the tumultuous scenes of his 
youth, he retired with his bride and her two children to the
lovely retreat of Mount Vernon, where he spent fifteen 
years of almost unalloyed happiness. He enlarged the 
mansion, embellished the grounds, and by purchase 
made very considerable additions to his large estate.
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OUTBREAK OUTBREAK OF OF THE THE REVOLUTIONREVOLUTION

During these serene years of peace and prosperity an 
appalling storm was gathering, which soon burst with 
fearful desolation over all the colonies. The British min-
istry, denying the colonists the rights of British subjects, 
insisted upon exercising the despotic power of imposing 
taxes upon the colonists, while withholding the right of 
representation. All American remonstrances were thrown 
back with scorn. Troops were sent to enforce obedience 
to the mandates of the British Crown. The Americans 
sprang to arms, called a Congress, and chose George 
Washington commander-in-chief.

To the Congress which elected him he replied: “I beg 
leave to assure the Congress that, as no pecuniary con-
sideration could have tempted me to accept this arduous 
employment at the expense of my domestic ease and 
happiness, I do not wish to make any profit from it. I will 
keep an exact account of my expenses. Those, I doubt 
not, they will discharge. That is all I desire.”

To his wife, the object of his most tender affection, he 
wrote that it was his greatest affliction to be separated 
from her, but that duty called, and he must obey. He said 
that he could not decline the appointment without dishon-
oring his name, and sinking himself even in her esteem.

On the 2d of July Washington arrived in Cambridge and 
took command of the army. The ceremony took place un-
der the elm-tree which still stands immortalized by the 
event. General Gage was commander of the British 
forces.
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Twelve thousand British regulars were intrenched on 
Bunker’s Hill and in the streets of Boston. About fifteen 
thousand provincial militia, wretchedly armed and without
any discipline, occupied a line nearly twelve miles in ex-
tent, encircling, on the land side, Charlestown and Bos-
ton. The British warships held undisputed possession of 
the harbor.

At length, in March, 1776, after months of toil and sur-
mounting difficulties more than can be enumerated, 
Washington was prepared for decisive action. In a dark 
and stormy night he opened upon the foe in the city, from
his encircling lines, as fierce a bombardment as his 
means would allow. Under cover of this roar of the batter-
ies and the midnight storm, he dispatched a large force of
picked troops, with the utmost secrecy, to take posses-
sion of the Heights of Dorchester. There, during the 
hours of the night, the soldiers worked with the utmost 
diligence in throwing up breastworks which would protect 
them from the broadsides of the English fleet. Having es-
tablished his batteries upon those heights, he com-
manded the harbor. In the early dawn of the morning, the
British Admiral saw, to his consternation, that a fort 
bristling with cannon had sprung up during the night al-
most over his head. He immediately opened upon the 
works the broadsides of all his ships; but the Americans, 
defiant of the storm of iron which fell around them, contin-
ued to pile their sand-bags and to ply their shovels, until 
they had thrown up ramparts so strong that no cannon-
ade could injure them.

The British fleet was now at the mercy of Washington’s 
batteries. In a spirit almost of desperation, the Admiral or-
dered three thousand men in boats to land and take the 
heights at every hazard. But a great storm came to the 
aid of the colonists. The gale increased to such fury that 
not a boat could be launched. Before another day and 
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night had passed the redoubt was made so strong that it 
could defy any attack.

It was the morning of the 17th of March, I 776. The storm 
had passed away. The blue sky overarched the belea-
guered city and the encamping armies. Washington sat 
upon his horse, serene and majestic, and contemplated 
in silent triumph, from the Heights of Dorchester, the 
evacuation of Boston. The whole British army was 
crowded on board the ships. A fresh breeze from the 
west filled their sails; and the hostile armament, before 
the sun went down, had disappeared beyond the distant 
horizon. It was a glorious victory. Such another case, per-
haps, history does not record. Washington, without am-
munition, had maintained his post for six months within 
musket-shot of a powerful British army. During this time 
he had disbanded the small force of raw militia he at first 
had with him, and had recruited another army; and had 
then driven the enemy into his ships, and out into the 
sea.

The latter part of June, just before the Declaration of In-
dependence, two large British fleets, one from Halifax 
and the other direct from England, met at the mouth of 
the Bay of New York, and, disembarking a powerful 
army, took possession of Staten Island. Washington had 
assembled all his available military force to resist their 
advances. The British Government regarded the leaders 
of the armies, and their supporters in Congress, as 
felons, doomed to the scaffold. They refused, conse-
quently, to recognize any titles conferred by Congress.

By the middle of August the British had assembled, on 
Staten Island and at the mouth of the Hudson River, a 
force of nearly thirty thousand soldiers, with a numerous 
and well-equipped fleet. To oppose them Washington 
had about twelve thousand men, poorly armed, and quite
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unaccustomed to military discipline and the hardships of 
the camp. A few regiments of American troops, about five
thousand in number, were gathered near Brooklyn. A few
thousand more were stationed at other points on Long Is-
land. The English landed without opposition, fifteen thou-
sand strong, and made a combined assault upon the 
Americans. The battle was short, but bloody. The Ameri-
cans, overpowered, sullenly retired, leaving fifteen hun-
dred of their number either dead or in the hands of the 
English. A vastly superior force of well-trained British 
troops, flushed with victory, pressed upon the rear of the 
dispirited colonists. Their situation seemed desperate.

Again Providence came to our aid. The wind died away 
to a perfect calm, so that the British fleet could not move. 
A dense fog was rolled in from the ocean. The Ameri-
cans, familiar with every foot of the ground, improved the 
propitious moments. Boats were rapidly collected; and, in
the few hours of that black night, nine thousand men, 
with nearly all their artillery and military stores, were 
safely landed in New York. The transportation was con-
ducted so secretly that, though the Americans could hear
the English at work with their pickaxes, the last boat had 
left the Long Island shore ere the retreat was suspected.

The American army was now in a deplorable condition. It 
had neither arms, ammunition, nor food. The soldiers 
were unpaid, almost mutinous, and in rags. There were 
thousands in the vicinity of New York who were in sym-
pathy with the British. Nearly all the Government officials 
and their friends were on that side. A conspiracy was 
formed, in which a part of Washington’s own guard was 
implicated, to seize him, and deliver him to that ignomin-
ious death to which the British Crown had doomed him.

Washington was equal to the crisis. He saw that the only 
hope was to be found in avoiding an engagement, and in 
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wearing out the resources of the enemy in protracted 
campaigns. He slowly retired from New York to the 
Heights of Harlem, with sleepless vigilance watching 
every movement of the foe, that he might take advantage
of the slightest indiscretion. Here he threw up 
breastworks, which the enemy did not venture to attack. 
The British troops ascended the Hudson and East River 
to assail Washington in his rear. A weary campaign of 
marches and counter-marches ensued, in which 
Washington, with scarcely a shadow of an army, 
sustained, in the midst of a constant succession of 
disasters, the apparently hopeless fortunes of his 
country. At one time General Reed in anguish exclaimed,
“My God! General Washington, how long shall we fly?” 
Serenely Washington replied, “We shall retreat, if 
necessary, over every river of our country, and then over 
the mountains, where I will make a last stand against our 
enemies.”
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THE NEW JERSEY CAMPAIGNTHE NEW JERSEY CAMPAIGN

Washington crossed the Hudson into the Jerseys. The 
British pursued him. With consummate skill, he baffled all
the efforts of the foe. With an army reduced to a freezing,
starving band of but three thousand men, he retreated to 
Trenton. The British pressed exultantly on, deeming the 
conflict ended and the Revolution crushed. It was De-
cember. The foe tracked the patriots by the blood of their 
lacerated feet on the frozen ground. With great difficulty 
Washington succeeded in crossing the Delaware in 
boats, just as the British army arrived upon the banks of 
the stream. They needed but to cross the river to take 
possession of Philadelphia. The ice was so rapidly form-
ing that they would soon be able to pass at any point 
without obstruction. The enemy, with apparently nothing 
to fear, relaxed his vigilance.

The night of December 25, 1776, was very dark and in-
tensely cold. A storm of wind and snow raged violently. 
The British, considering the patriots utterly dispersed, 
and that a broad, icy river flowed between them and the 
retreating American bands, gathered around the fire-
sides. In the darkness of that wintry night, and amidst the
conflict of its elements, Washington re-embarked his 
troops to recross the Delaware. Forcing his boats through
the floating blocks of ice, he succeeded, before daylight 
the next morning, in landing upon the opposite shore 
twenty-four hundred men and twenty pieces of cannon. 
The British were carelessly dispersed, not dreaming of 
danger. The Americans sprang upon the first body of the 
foe they met, and, after a short but bloody strife, scat-
tered them, capturing a thousand prisoners and six can-
non.
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The British retreated to Princeton, and Washington took 
possession of Trenton. Soon Lord Cornwallis, having re-
ceived large reinforcements, marched upon Trenton, con-
fident that General Washington could no longer escape 
them. At the close of a bleak winter day his army ap-
peared before the lines which Washington had thrown up
around Trenton. “To-morrow,” he said, “at the break of 
day, I will attack them. The rising sun shall see the end of
the rebellion.”

The sun rose the next morning, cold but cloudless. In the 
night the American army had vanished. Replenishing his 
campfires to deceive the enemy, at midnight, with the ut-
most precaution and precipitation, he evacuated his 
camp, and, by a circuitous route, fell upon the rear of the 
English at Princeton. A hundred and sixty of the British 
were shot down, and three hundred were taken prison-
ers.

Cheered by this success, Washington led his handful of 
troops to the Heights of Morristown. There he intrenched 
them for winter-quarters. He, however, sent out frequent 
detachments, which so harassed the enemy that, in a 
short time, New Jersey was delivered from their pres-
ence. The country was animated by these achievements,
and Congress roused itself to new energies.

During the remainder of the winter vigorous efforts were 
made in preparation for the opening of the spring cam-
paign. The different States sent troops to join the army at 
Morristown. The people of France, in sympathy with our 
cause, sent two vessels. The Marquis de Lafayette left 
his mansion of opulence, and his youthful bride, to peril 
his life in the cause of American independence.

The British, harassed by Washington’s sleepless vigi-
lance, yet unable to compel him or to lure him into a gen-
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eral engagement, left New York in a fleet, with eighteen 
thousand soldiers, to capture Philadelphia. They landed 
near Elkton at the head of Chesapeake Bay. Washington,
with but eleven thousand men, marched to encounter 
them. The two armies met on the banks of the Brandy-
wine.

A bloody battle ensued. Lafayette was wounded. The 
Americans, overpowered, were compelled to retreat. 
Washington, after a short but severe “engagement at 
Germantown, retired, and the British took possession of 
Philadelphia. Congress precipitately adjourned to Lan-
caster, and thence to York. Winter again came. The 
British were comfortably housed in Philadelphia.

Washington selected Valley Forge, about twenty miles 
from Philadelphia, as his winter-quarters. Eleven thou-
sand men here passed the winter of 1777 and 1778. It 
was a period of great discouragement and suffering. The 
army was in a state of destitution, which Washington did 
not dare to proclaim abroad, lest the foe should rush 
upon him in his helplessness.

In this dark hour France came forward to our aid; recog-
nizing our independence, entering into a friendly alliance 
with us, and sending both a fleet and an army to our sup-
port. The British army in New York and Philadelphia 
amounted to thirty thousand men. The whole American 
army did not exceed fifteen thousand. But the British, ap-
prehensive that a French fleet might soon appear, and 
thus endanger the troops in Philadelphia, evacuated the 
city, and the troops commenced their march through New
Jersey. The cold of winter had given place to the heat of 
summer.

Washington followed close in the rear of the foe, watch-
ing for a chance to strike. The 28th of June, 1778, was a 
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day of intense heat. Not a breath of air was stirring, while 
an unclouded sun poured down its blistering rays upon 
pursuers and pursued.

The British troops were at Monmouth. The march of one 
more day would so unite them with the army in New York
that they would be safe from attack. General Lee, with 
five thousand men, was in the advance. Washington sent
orders to him immediately to commence the onset, with 
the assurance that he would hasten to his support. As 
Washington was pressing eagerly forward, to his inex-
pressible chagrin he met General Lee at the head of his 
troops, in full retreat. It is said that Washington, with great
vehemence of manner and utterance, cried out, “General 
Lee, what means this ill-timed prudence?” The retreating 
General threw back an angry retort. But it was no time for
altercation.

Washington turned to the men. They greeted him with 
cheers. At his command they wheeled about and 
charged the enemy. A sanguinary battle ensued, and the 
English were driven from the field. The colonists slept 
upon their arms, prepared to renew the battle in the 
morning. When the morning dawned, no foe was to be 
seen. The British had retreated in the night, leaving three 
hundred of their dead behind them. The Americans lost 
but sixty-nine.
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DARK DARK DAYS DAYS OF OF THE THE WARWAR

Another cold and cheerless winter came. The British re-
mained within their lines at New York. They sent agents, 
however, to the Six Nations of Indians, to arm them 
against our defenseless frontier. These fierce savages, 
accompanied by Tory bands, perpetrated horrors too 
dreadful for recital. The massacres of Cherry Valley and 
of Wyoming were among the most awful tragedies ever 
witnessed on this globe. The narrative of these fiendish 
deeds sent a thrill of horror through England as well as 
America. Four thousand men were sent by Washington 
into the wilderness, to arrest, if possible, these mas-
sacres.
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The savages and their allies were driven to Niagara, 
where they were received into all English fortress. Gen-
eral Clinton commenced a vigorous prosecution of a sys-
tem of violence and plunder upon defenseless towns and
farm-houses. The sky was reddened with wanton confla-
gration. Women and children were driven houseless into 
the fields. The flourishing towns of Fairfield and Norwalk, 
in Connecticut, were reduced to ashes.

While the enemy was thus ravaging that defenseless 
State, Washington planned an expedition against Stony 
Point, on the Hudson, which was held by the British. 
General Wayne conducted the enterprise, on the night of 
the 15th of July, with great gallantry and success. Sixty-
three of the British were killed, five hundred and forty-
three were taken prisoners, and all the military stores of 
the fortress captured. During this summer campaign the 
American army was never sufficiently strong to take the 
offensive. It was, however, incessantly employed striking 
blows upon the English wherever the eagle eye of Wash-
ington could discern an exposed spot.

The winter of 1779 set in early, and with unusual severity.
The American army was in such a starving condition that 
Washington was compelled to make the utmost exertions
to save his wasting band from annihilation. These long 
years of war and woe filled many even of the most san-
guine hearts with despair.

Not a few patriots deemed it gladness for the colonies, 
impoverished as they were, any longer to contend 
against the richest and most powerful nation upon the 
globe. General Arnold, who was at this time in command 
at West Point, saw no hope for his country.

49

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1502516136


Order Paperback on Amazon

50

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1502516136


Order Paperback on Amazon

Believing the ship to be sinking, he turned traitor, and of-
fered to sell his fortress to the English. The treason was 
detected, but the traitor escaped; and the lamented An-
dre, who had been lured into the position of a spy, be-
came the necessary victim of Arnold’s crime.

Lord Cornwallis was now, with a well-provided army and 
an assisting navy, overrunning the two Carolinas. Gen-
eral Greene was sent, with all the force which Washing-
ton could spare, to watch and harass the invaders, and to
furnish the inhabitants with all the protection in his power.
Lafayette was in the vicinity of New York, with his eagle 
eye fixed upon the foe, ready to pounce upon any de-
tachment which presented the slightest exposure. Wash-
ington was everywhere, with patriotism, which never 
flagged, with hope which never failed, cheering the army,
animating the inhabitants, rousing Congress, and guiding
with his well-balanced mind both military and civil legisla-
tion. Thus the dreary year of 1780 lingered away.

As the spring of 1781 opened, the war was renewed. The
British directed their chief attention to the South, which 
was far weaker than the North. Richmond, in Virginia, 
was laid in ashes; and a general system of devastation 
and plunder prevailed. The enemy ascended the Chesa-
peake and the Potomac with armed vessels. They landed
at Mount Vernon. The manager of the estate, to save the 
mansion from pillage and flames, furnished them with 
abundant supplies. Washington was much displeased. 
He wrote to his agent: “It would have been a less painful 
circumstance to me to have heard that, in consequence 
of your non-compliance with their request, they had 
burned my house and laid the plantation in ruins. You 
ought to have considered yourself as my representative, 
and should have reflected on the bad example of com-
municating with the enemy, and making a voluntary offer 
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of refreshments to them, with a view to prevent a confla-
gration.”

Lord Cornwallis was now at Yorktown, in Virginia, but a 
few miles from Chesapeake Bay. There was no force in 
his vicinity seriously to annoy him. Washington resolved, 
in conjunction with our allies from France, to make a bold
movement for his capture. An army of six thousand men, 
under Count Rochambeau, had been sent by France to 
aid the American cause. This army, with the French fleet,
were most important aids to Washington. He succeeded 
in deceiving the English into the belief that he was mak-
ing great preparations for the siege of New York. Thus 
they were prevented from rendering any aid to Yorktown.

By rapid marches from the neighborhood of New York 
Washington hastened to Virginia. Early in September 
Lord Cornwallis, as he arose one morning, was amazed 
to find himself surrounded by the bayonets and batteries 
of the Americans. At about the same hour the French 
fleet appeared, in invincible strength, before the harbor. 
Cornwallis was caught. There was no escape; there was 
no retreat. Neither by land nor by sea could he obtain any
supplies. Shot and shell soon began to fall thickly into his
lines. Famine stared him in the face. After a few days of 
hopeless conflict, on the 19th of October, 1781, he was 
compelled to surrender. Seven thousand British veterans 
laid down their arms. One hundred and sixty pieces of 
cannon, with corresponding military stores, graced the tri-
umph.

When the British soldiers were marching from their in-
trenchments to lay down their arms, Washington thus ad-
dressed his troops: “My brave fellows, let no sensation of 
satisfaction for the triumphs you have gained induce you 
to insult your fallen enemy. Let no shouting, no clam-
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orous huzzaing, increase their mortification. Posterity will 
huzza for us.”

This glorious capture roused renewed hope and vigor 
allover the country. The joyful tidings reached Philadel-
phia at midnight. A watchman traversed the streets, 
shouting at intervals, “Past twelve o’clock, and Cornwallis
is taken.” Candles were lighted; windows thrown up; fig-
ures in night-robes and night-caps bent eagerly out to 
catch the thrilling sound; shouts were raised; citizens 
rushed into the streets, half clad,-they wept; they 
laughed. The news flew upon the wings of the wind, no-
body can tell how; and the shout of an enfranchised peo-
ple rose, like a roar of thunder, from our whole land. With 
such a victory, republican America would never again 
yield to the aristocratic government of England.

Early in May 1782, the British Cabinet opened negotia-
tions for peace. Hostilities were, by each party, tacitly laid
aside. Negotiations were protracted in Paris during the 
summer and the ensuing winter. Early in the following 
spring the joyful tidings arrived that a treaty of peace had 
been signed at Paris. The intelligence was communi-
cated to the American army on the 19th of April, 1783, 
just eight years from the day when the conflict was com-
menced on the Common at Lexington.

Late in November the British evacuated New York, en-
tered their ships, and sailed for their distant island. Wash-
ington, marching from West Point, entered the city as our
vanquished foes departed. America was free and inde-
pendent. Washington was the savior of his country.

After an affecting farewell to the officers of the army, 
Washington set out for his Virginia home. At every town 
and village he was received with love and gratitude. At 
Annapolis he met the Continental Congress, where he 
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was to resign his commission. It was the 23d of Decem-
ber, 1783. All the members of Congress, and a large con-
course of spectators, were present. His address closed 
with the following words: “Having now finished the work 
assigned me, I retire from the great theatre of a nation, 
and bidding an affectionate farewell to this august body, 
under whose orders I have so long acted, I here offer my 
commission, and take my leave of all the employments of
public life.”

The next day he returned to Mount Vernon, where he ex-
pected to spend the remainder of his days as a private 
citizen. This, however, could not be. The wisdom and 
ability of which he had given such abundant proof was 
soon required once more in his country’s service.

The great problem which now engrossed all minds was 
the consolidation of the thirteen States into a nation: To 
this subject Washington, who had suffered so intensely 
from the inefficiency of the Continental Congress, de-
voted his most anxious attention. A convention was 
called in the year 1787. Washington was a delegate from 
Virginia, and was unanimously chosen to preside over its 
deliberations. The result was the present Constitution of 
the United States; which created a nation from the people
of all the States, with supreme powers for all the pur-
poses of a general government, and leaving with the 
States those questions oft local law in which the integrity 
of the nation was not involved.

The Constitution of the United States is, in the judgment 
of the millions of the American people, the most saga-
cious document which has ever emanated from unin-
spired minds. It has created the strongest government 
upon this globe. It has made the United States of Amer-
ica what they now are. The world must look at the fruit, 
and wonder and admire.
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FIRST PRESIDENT FIRST PRESIDENT OF OF THE THE NEW NEW NATIONNATION

Upon the adoption of the Constitution all eyes were 
turned to Washington as chief magistrate. By the unani-
mous voice of the Electors he was chosen the first Presi-
dent of the United States. There was probably scarcely a 
dissentient voice in the nation. New York was then the 
seat of government. As Washington left Mount Vernon for
the metropolis to assume these new duties of toil and 
care, we find recorded in his journal:-

“About ten o’clock I bade adieu to Mount Vernon, to pri-
vate life, and to domestic felicity; and, with a mind op-
pressed with more anxious and painful sensations than I 
have words to express, set out for New York. with the 
best disposition to render service to my country in obedi-
ence to its call, but with less hopes of answering its ex-
pectations.”

On his journey to New York Washington was met and es-
corted by crowds of people, who made his progress a 
march of triumph. At Trenton a beautiful arch, decorated 
with flowers, spanned the road, commemorating his vic-
tory over the Hessians in 1776. His path was strewn with 
flowers, and troops of children sang songs of welcome.

Washington was inaugurated President of the United 
States on the 30th of April, 1789. He remained in the 
presidential chair two terms of four years each. At the 
close of his administration, in the year 1796, he again re-
tired to the peaceful shades of Mount Vernon. Soon after 
his return he wrote a letter to a friend, in which he de-
scribed the manner in which he passed his time. He rose 
with the sun, and first made preparations for the business
of the day.
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“By the time I have accomplished these matters,” he 
adds, “breakfast is ready. This being over, I mount my 
horse, and ride round my farms, which employs me until 
it is time to dress for dinner, at which I rarely miss to see 
strange faces, come, as they say, out of respect to me. 
And how different is this from having a few friends at the 
social board! The usual time of sitting at table, a walk, 
and tea, bring me within the dawn of candle-light; previ-
ous to which, if not prevented by company, I resolve that,
as soon as the glimmering taper supplies the place of the
great luminary, I will retire to my writing-table, and ac-
knowledge the letters I have received. Having given you 
this history of a day, it will serve for a year.”

The following anecdotes have been related, illustrative of 
President Washington’s habits of punctuality. Whenever 
he assigned to meet Congress at noon, he seldom failed 
of passing the door of the hall when the clock struck 
twelve. His dining-hour was at four o’clock, when he al-
ways sat down to his table, whether his guests were as-
sembled or not, merely allowing five minutes for the vari-
ation of time-pieces. To those who came late, he re-
marked, “Gentlemen, we are punctual here: my cook 
never asks whether the company has arrived, but 
whether the hour has.”

Captain Pease had a beautiful span of horses, which he 
wished to sell to the President. The President appointed 
five o’clock in the morning to examine them at his stable. 
The Captain arrived with his span at quarter past five. He
was told by the groom that the President was there at five
o’clock, but was then gone to attend to other engage-
ments. The President’s time was wholly occupied for sev-
eral days, so that Captain Pease “had to remain a whole 
week in Philadelphia before he could get another oppor-
tunity to exhibit his span. Washington, having inherited a 
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large landed estate in Virginia, was, as a matter of 
course, a slaveholder. The whole number which he held 
at the time of his death was one hundred and twenty-
four. The system met his strong disapproval. In 1786 he 
wrote to Robert Morris, saying, “There is no man living 
who wishes more sincerely than I do to see a plan 
adopted for the abolition of slavery.”

Long before this he had recorded his resolve: “I never 
mean, unless some particular circumstances should com-
pel me to it, to possess another slave by purchase; if be-
ing among my first wishes to see some plan adopted by 
which slavery in this country may be abolished by law.”

Mrs. Washington, immediately after her husband’s death,
learning from his will that the only obstacle to the immedi-
ate emancipation of the slaves was her right of dower, 
immediately relinquished that right, and the slaves were 
at once emancipated.

The 12th of December, 1799, was chill and damp. Wash-
ington, however, took his usual round on horseback to 
his farms, and returned late in the afternoon, wet with 
sleet, and shivering with cold. Though the snow was 
clinging to his hair behind when he came in, he sat down 
to dinner without changing his dress. The next day three 
inches of snow whitened the ground, and the sky was 
clouded. Washington, feeling that he had taken cold, re-
mained by the fireside during the morning. As it cleared 
up in the afternoon, he went out to superintend some 
work upon the lawn. He was then hoarse, and the 
hoarseness increased as night came on. He, however, 
took no remedy for it, saying, “I never take anything to 
carry off a cold. Let it go as it came.”
He passed the evening as usual, reading the papers, an-
swering letters, and conversing with his family. About two
o’clock the next morning, Saturday, the 14th, he awoke in
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an ague-chill, and was seriously unwell. At sunrise his 
physician, Dr. Craig, who resided at Alexandria, was sent
for. In the meantime he was bled by one of his overseers,
but with no relief, as he rapidly grew worse. Dr. Craig 
reached Mount Vernon at eleven o’clock, and immedi-
ately bled his patient again, but without effect. Two con-
sulting physicians arrived during the day; and, as the diffi-
culty in breathing and swallowing rapidly increased, ve-
nesection was again attempted. It is evident that Wash-
ington then considered his case doubtful. He examined 
his will, and destroyed some papers which he did not 
wish to have preserved.

His sufferings from inflammation of the throat and strug-
gling for breath, as the afternoon wore away, became 
quite severe. Still, he retained his mental faculties unim-
paired, and spoke briefly of his approaching death and 
burial. About four o’clock in the afternoon he said to Dr. 
Craig, “I die hard; but I am not afraid to go. I believed, 
from my first attack, that I should not survive it: my breath
cannot last long.” About six o’clock, his physician asked 
him if he would sit up in his bed. He held out his hands, 
and was raised up on his pillow, when he said, “I feel that
I am going. I thank you for your attentions. You had bet-
ter not take any more trouble about me, but let me go off 
quietly. I cannot last long.”

He then sank back upon his pillow, and made several un-
availing attempts to speak intelligibly. About ten o’clock 
he said, “I am just going. Have me decently buried, and 
do not let my body be put into the vault until three days 
after I am dead. Do you understand me?” To the reply, 
“Yes, sir,” he remarked, “It is well.” These were the last 
words he uttered. Soon after this he gently expired, in the
sixty-eighth year of his age.
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At the moment of his death Mrs. Washington sat in silent 
grief at the foot of his bed. “Is he gone?” she asked, in a 
firm and collected voice. The physician, unable to speak, 
gave a silent signal of assent. “‘Tis well,” she added, in 
the same untremulous utterance. “All is now over. I shall 
soon follow him. I have no more trials to pass through.” 
On the 18th his remains were deposited in the tomb at 
Mount Vernon, where they still repose; and his name and
memory live on immortal, forever enshrined in the hearts 
of a grateful people.

“How sleep the brave who sink to rest
By all their country’s wishes blest!
By fairy hands their knell is rung;
By forms unseen their dirge is sung;
There Honor comes, a pilgrim gray,
To bless the turf that wraps their clay;
And Freedom shall awhile repair
To dwell, a weeping hermit, there.”
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Heroes Every Child Should Know, by HamilHeroes Every Child Should Know, by Hamil--
ton Wright Mabieton Wright Mabie

Chapter XVII. GEORGE WASHINGTON. Adapted from "Recollec-
tions and Private Memoirs of Washington," by G. W. Parke Custis

On the 4th of March, 1797, Washington went to 
the inauguration of his successor as President of 
the United States. The Federal Government was 
sitting in Philadelphia at that time and Congress 
held sessions in the courthouse on the corner of 
Sixth and Chestnut Streets.

At the appointed hour Washington entered the 
hall followed by John Adams, who was to take 
the oath of office. When they were seated Wash-
ington arose and introduced Mr. Adams to the 
audience, and then proceeded to read in a firm 
clear voice his brief valedictory—not his great 
"Farewell Address," for that had already been 
published. A lady who sat on "the front bench," 
"immediately in front" of Washington describes 
the scene in these words:

"There was a narrow passage from the door of 
entrance to the room. General Washington 
stopped at the end to let Mr. Adams pass to the 
chair. The latter always wore a full suit of bright 
drab, with loose cuffs to his coat. General Wash-
ington's dress was a full suit of black. His military
hat had the black cockade. There stood the 'Fa-
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ther of his Country' acknowledged by nations the 
first in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of
his countrymen. No marshals with gold-coloured 
scarfs attended him; there was no cheering, no 
noise; the most profound silence greeted him as 
if the great assembly desired to hear him 
breathe. Mr. Adams covered his face with both 
his hands; the sleeves of his coat and his hands 
were covered with tears. Every now and then 
there was a suppressed sob. I cannot describe 
Washington's appearance as I felt it—perfectly 
composed and self-possessed till the close of his
address. Then when strong, nervous sobs broke 
loose, when tears covered the faces, then the 
great man was shaken. I never took my eyes 
from his face. Large drops came from his eyes. 
He looked as if his heart was with them, and 
would be to the end."

On Washington's retirement from the Presidency 
one of his first employments was to arrange his 
papers and letters. Then on returning to his 
home the venerable master found many things to
repair. His landed estate comprised eight thou-
sand acres, and was divided into farms, with en-
closures and farm-buildings. And now with body 
and mind alike sound and vigorous, he bent his 
energies to directing the improvements that 
marked his last days at Mount Vernon.

63

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1502516136


Order Paperback on Amazon

In his earlier as well as in later life, his tour of the 
farms would average from eight to twelve or four-
teen miles a day. He rode upon his farms entirely
unattended, opening his gates, pulling down and 
putting up his fences as he passed, visiting his 
labourers at their work, inspecting all the opera-
tions of his extensive establishment with a care-
ful eye, directing useful improvements and super-
intending them in their progress.

He usually rode at a moderate pace in passing 
through his fields. But when behind time this 
most punctual of men would display the horse-
manship of his earlier days, and a hard gallop 
would bring him up to time so that the sound of 
his horse's hoofs and the first dinner bell would 
be heard together at a quarter before three.

A story is told that one day an elderly stranger 
meeting a Revolutionary worthy out hunting, a 
long-tried and valued friend of the chief, accosted
him, and asked whether Washington was to be 
found at the mansion house, or whether he was 
off riding over his estate. The friend answered 
that he was visiting his farms, and directed the 
stranger the road to take, adding, "You will meet,
sir, with an old gentleman riding alone in plain 
drab clothes, a broad- brimmed white hat, a hick-
ory switch in his hand, and carrying an umbrella 
with a long staff, which is attached to his saddle-
bow— that person, sir, is General Washington."
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Precisely at a quarter before three the industri-
ous farmer returned, dressed, and dined at three 
o'clock. At this meal he ate heartily, but was not 
particular in his diet with the exception of fish, of 
which he was excessively fond. Touching his lik-
ing for fish, and illustrative of his practical econ-
omy and abhorrence of waste and extravagance,
an anecdote is told of the time he was President 
and living in Philadelphia. It happened that a sin-
gle shad had been caught in the Delaware, and 
brought to the city market. His steward, Sam 
Fraunces, pounced upon the fish with the speed 
of an osprey, delighted that he had secured a 
delicacy agreeable to the palate of his chief, and 
careless of the expense, for which the President 
had often rebuked him.

When the fish was served Washington suspected
the steward had forgotten his order about expen-
diture for the table and said to Fraunces, who 
stood at his post at the sideboard, "What fish is 
this?" "A shad, sir, a very fine shad," the steward 
answered. "I know your excellency is particularly 
fond of this kind of fish, and was so fortunate as 
to procure this one—the only one in market, sir, 
the first of the season." "The price, sir, the 
price?" asked Washington sternly. "Three—three
dollars," stammered the conscience-stricken 
steward. "Take it away," thundered the chief, 
"take it away, sir! It shall never be said that my 
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table set such an example of luxury and extrava-
gance." Poor Fraunces tremblingly did as he was
told, and the first shad of the season was carried 
away untouched to be speedily discussed in the 
servants' dining room.

Although the Farmer of Mount Vernon was much 
retired from the business world, he was by no 
means inattentive to the progress of public af-
fairs. When the post bag arrived, he would select
his letters and lay them aside for reading in the 
seclusion of his library. The newspapers he 
would peruse while taking his single cup of tea 
(his only supper) and read aloud passages of pe-
culiar interest, remarking the matter as he went 
along. He read with distinctness and precision. 
These evenings with his family always ended at 
precisely nine o'clock, when he bade everyone 
good night and retired to rest, to rise again at 
four and renew the same routine of labour and 
enjoyment.

Washington's last days, like those that preceded 
them in the course of a long and well-spent life, 
were devoted to constant and careful employ-
ment. His correspondence both at home and 
abroad was immense. Yet no letter was unan-
swered. One of the best-bred men of his time, 
Washington deemed it a grave offence against 
the rules of good manners and propriety to leave 
letters unanswered. He wrote with great facility, 
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and it would be a difficult matter to find another 
who had written so much, who had written so 
well. General Harry Lee once observed to him, 
"We are amazed, sir, at the vast amount of work 
you get through." Washington answered, "Sir, I 
rise at four o'clock, and a great deal of my work 
is done while others sleep."

He was the most punctual of men, as we said. To
this admirable quality of rising at four and retiring 
to rest at nine at all seasons, this great man 
owed his ability to accomplish mighty labours 
during his long and illustrious life. He was punc-
tual in everything and made everyone about him 
punctual. So careful a man delighted in always 
having about him a good timekeeper. In Philadel-
phia, the first President regularly walked up to his
watchmaker's to compare his watch with the reg-
ulator. At Mount Vernon the active yet punctual 
farmer invariably consulted the dial when return-
ing from his morning ride, and before entering his
house.

The affairs of the household took order from the 
master's accurate and methodical arrangement 
of time. Even the fisherman on the river watched 
for the cook's signal when to pull in shore and 
deliver his catch in time for dinner.

Among the picturesque objects on the Potomac, 
to be seen from the eastern portion of the man-
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sion house, was the light canoe of the house's 
fisher. Father Jack was an African, an hundred 
years of age, and although enfeebled in body by 
weight of years, his mind possessed uncommon 
vigour. And he would tell of days long past when,
under African suns, he was made captive, and of
the terrible battle in which his royal sire was 
slain, the village burned, and himself sent to the 
slave ship.

Father Jack had in a considerable degree a lead-
ing quality of his race—somnolency. Many an 
hour could the family of Washington see the ca-
noe fastened to a stake, with the old fisherman 
bent nearly double enjoying a nap, which was 
only disturbed by the jerking of the white perch 
caught on his hook. But, as we just said, the do-
mestic duties of Mount Vernon were governed by
clock time, and the slumbers of fisher Jack might 
occasion inconvenience, for the cook required 
the fish at a certain hour, so that they might be 
served smoking hot precisely at three. At times 
he would go to the river bank and make the ac-
customed signals, and meet with no response. 
The old fisherman would be quietly reposing in 
his canoe, rocked by the gentle undulations of 
the stream, and dreaming, no doubt, of events 
"long time ago." The importunate master of the 
kitchen, grown ferocious by delay, would now 
rush up and down the water's edge, and, by dint 
of loud shouting, cause the canoe to turn its prow
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to the shore. Father Jack, indignant at its being 
supposed he was asleep at his post, would rate 
those present on his landing, "What you all meek
such a debil of a noise for, hey? I wa'nt sleep, 
only noddin'."

The establishment of Mount Vernon employed a 
perfect army of domestics; yet to each one was 
assigned special duties, and from each one strict
performance was required. There was no confu-
sion where there was order, and the affairs of 
this estate, embracing thousands of acres and 
hundreds of dependents, were conducted with as
much ease, method and regularity as the affairs 
of a homestead of average size.

Mrs. Washington was an accomplished house-
wife of the olden time, and she gave constant at-
tention to all matters of her household, and by 
her skill and management greatly contributed to 
the comfort and entertainment of the guests who 
enjoyed the hospitality of her home.

The best charities of life were gathered round 
Washington in the last days at Mount Vernon. 
The love and veneration of a whole people for his
illustrious services, his generous and untiring 
labours in the cause of public utility; his kindly 
demeanour to his family circle, his friends, and 
numerous dependents; his courteous and cordial
hospitality to his guests, many of them strangers 
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from far distant lands; these charities, all of which
sprang from the heart, were the ornament of his 
declining years and granted the most sublime 
scene in nature, when human greatness reposes
upon human happiness.

On the morning of the 17th of December, 1799, 
the General was engaged in making some im-
provements in the front of Mount Vernon. As was
usual with him, he carried his own compass, 
noted his observations, and marked out the 
ground. The day became rainy, with sleet, and 
the improver remained so long exposed to the in-
clemency of the weather as to be considerably 
wetted before his return to the house. About one 
o'clock he was seized with chilliness and nausea,
but having changed his clothes he sat down to 
his indoor work. At night, on joining his family cir-
cle, he complained of a slight indisposition. Upon
the night of the following day, having borne acute
suffering with composure and fortitude, he died.

In person Washington was unique. He looked 
like no one else. To a stature lofty and com-
manding he united a form of the manliest propor-
tions, and a dignifed, graceful, and imposing car-
riage. In the prime of life he stood six feet, two 
inches. From the period of the Revolution there 
was an evident bending in his frame so passing 
straight before, but the stoop came from the 
cares and toils of that arduous contest rather 
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than from years. For his step was firm, his ap-
pearance noble and impressive long after the 
time when the physical properties of men are 
supposed to wane.

A majestic height was met by corresponding 
breadth and firmness. His whole person was so 
cast in nature's finest mould as to resemble an 
ancient statue, all of whose parts unite to the per-
fection of the whole. But with all its development 
of muscular power, Washington's form had no 
look of bulkiness, and so harmonious were its 
proportions that he did not appear so tall as his 
portraits have represented. He was rather spare 
than full during his whole life.

The strength of Washington's arm was shown on
several occasions. He threw a stone from the 
bed of the stream to the top of the Natural 
Bridge, Virginia, and another stone across the 
Rappahannock at Fredericksburg. The stone was
said to be a piece of slate about the size of a dol-
lar with which he spanned the bold river, and it 
took the ground at least thirty yards on the other 
side. Many have since tried this feat, but none 
have cleared the water.

In 1772 some young men were contending at 
Mount Vernon in the exercise of pitching the bar. 
The Colonel looked on for a time, then grasping 
the missile in his master hand he whirled the iron

71

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1502516136


Order Paperback on Amazon

through the air and it fell far beyond any of its for-
mer limits. "You see, young gentlemen," said the 
chief with a smile, "that my arm yet retains some 
portion of my early vigour." He was then in his 
fortieth year and probably in the fullness of his 
physical powers. Those powers became rather 
mellowed than decayed by time, for "his age was
like lusty winter, frosty yet kindly," and up to his 
sixty- eighth year he mounted a horse with sur-
prising agility and rode with ease and grace. 
Rickets, the celebrated equestrian, used to say, 
"I delight to see the General ride and make it a 
point to fall in with him when I hear he is out on 
horseback—his seat is so firm, his management 
so easy and graceful that I who am an instructor 
in horsemanship would go to him and learn to 
ride."

In his later days, the General, desirous of riding 
pleasantly, procured from the North two horses 
of a breed for bearing the saddle. They were well
to look at, and pleasantly gaited under the sad-
dle, but also scary and therefore unfitted for the 
service of one who liked to ride quietly on his 
farm, occasionally dismounting and walking in his
fields to inspect improvements. From one of 
these horses the General sustained a fall—prob-
ably the only fall he ever had from a horse in his 
life. It was upon a November evening, and he 
was returning from Alexandria to Mount Vernon 
with three friends and a groom. Having halted a 
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few moments he dismounted, and upon rising in 
his stirrup again, the horse, alarmed at the glare 
from a fire near the road-side, sprang from under
his rider who came heavily to the ground. His 
friends rushed to give him assistance, thinking 
him hurt. But the vigorous old man was upon his 
feet again, brushing the dust from his clothes, 
and after thanking those who came to his aid 
said that he had had a very complete tumble, 
and that it was owing to a cause no horseman 
could well avoid or control—that he was only 
poised in his stirrup, and had not yet gained his 
saddle when the scary animal sprang from under
him.

Bred in the vigorous school of frontier warfare, 
"the earth for his bed, his canopy the heavens," 
Washington excelled the hunter and woodsman 
in their athletic habits and in those trials of man-
hood which filled the hardy days of his early life. 
He was amazingly swift of foot, and could climb 
steep mountains seemingly without effort. Indeed
in all the tests of his great physical powers he ap-
peared to make little effort. When he overthrew 
the strong man of Virginia in wrestling, upon a 
day when many of the finest athletes were en-
gaged in the contest, he had retired to the shade 
of a tree intent upon the reading of a book. It was
only after the champion of the games strode 
through the ring calling for nobler antagonists, 
and taunting the reader with the fear that he 
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would be thrown, that Washington closed his 
book. Without taking off his coat he calmly ob-
served that fear did not enter his make-up; then 
grappling with the champion he hurled him to the 
ground. "In Washington's lion-like grasp," said 
the vanquished wrestler, "I became powerless, 
and went down with a force that seemed to jar 
the very marrow in my bones." The victor, re-
gardless of shouts at his success, leisurely re-
tired to his shade, and again took up his book.

Washington's powers were chiefly in his limbs. 
His frame was of equal breadth from the shoul-
ders to the hips. His chest was not prominent but
rather hollowed in the centre. He never entirely 
recovered from a pulmonary affection from which
he suffered in early life. His frame showed an ex-
traordinary development of bone and muscle; his
joints were large, as were his feet; and could a 
cast of his hand have been preserved, it would 
be ascribed to a being of a fabulous age. 
Lafayette said, "I never saw any human being 
with so large a hand as the General's."

Of the awe and reverence which the presence of 
Washington inspired we have many records. "I 
stood," says one writer, "before the door of the 
Hall of Congress in Philadelphia when the car-
riage of the President drew up. It was a white 
coach, or rather of a light cream colour, painted 
on the panels with beautiful groups representing 
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the four seasons. As Washington alighted and, 
ascending the steps, paused on the platform, he 
was preceded by two gentleman bearing large 
white wands, who kept back the eager crowd that
pressed on every side. At that moment I stood so
near I might have touched his clothes; but I 
should as soon have thought of touching an elec-
tric battery. I was penetrated with deepest awe. 
Nor was this the feeling of the school-boy I then 
was. It pervaded, I believe, every human being 
that approached Washington; and I have been 
told that even in his social hours, this feeling in 
those who shared them never suffered intermis-
sion. I saw him a hundred times afterward but 
never with any other than the same feeling. The 
Almighty, who raised up for our hour of need a 
man so peculiarly prepared for its whole dread 
responsibility, seems to have put a stamp of sa-
credness upon his instrument. The first sight of 
the man struck the eye with involuntary homage 
and prepared everything around him to obey.

"At the time I speak of he stood in profound si-
lence and had the statue-like air which mental 
greatness alone can bestow. As he turned to en-
ter the building, and was ascending the staircase
to the Congressional hall, I glided along unseen, 
almost under the cover of the skirts of his dress, 
and entered into the lobby of the House which 
was in session to receive him.
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"At Washington's entrance there was a most pro-
found silence. House, lobbies, gallery, all were 
wrapped in deepest attention. And the souls of 
the entire assemblage seemed peering from their
eyes as the noble figure deliberately and unaf-
fectedly advanced up the broad aisle of the hall 
between ranks of standing senators and mem-
bers, and slowly ascended the steps leading to 
the speaker's chair.

"The President having seated himself remained 
in silence, and the members took their seats, 
waiting for the speech. No house of worship was 
ever more profoundly still than that large and 
crowded chamber.

"Washington was dressed precisely as Stuart 
has painted him in full-length portrait—in a full 
suit of the richest black velvet, with diamond 
knee-buckles and square silver buckles set upon 
shoes japanned with most scrupulous neatness; 
black silk stockings, his shirt ruffled at the breast 
and waist, a light dress sword, his hair profusely 
powdered, fully dressed, so as to project at the 
sides, and gathered behind in a silk bag orna-
mented with a large rose of black ribbon. He held
his cocked hat, which had a large black cockade 
on one side of it, in his hand, as he advanced to-
ward the chair, and when seated, laid it on the ta-
ble.
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"At length thrusting his hand within the side of his
coat, he drew forth a roll of manuscript which he 
opened, and rising read in a rich, deep, full, 
sonorous voice his opening address to Con-
gress. His enunciation was deliberate, justly em-
phasised, very distinct, and accompanied with an
air of deep solemnity as being the utterance of a 
mind conscious of the whole responsibility of its 
position, but not oppressed by it. There was ever 
about the man something which impressed one 
with the conviction that he was exactly and fully 
equal to what he had to do. He was never hur-
ried; never negligent; but seemed ever prepared 
for the occasion, be it what it might. In his study, 
in his parlour, at a levee, before Congress, at the
head of the army, he seemed ever to be just 
what the situation required. He possessed, in a 
degree never equalled by any human being I 
ever saw, the strongest, most ever-present 
sense of propriety."

In the early part of Washington's administration, 
great complaints were made by political oppo-
nents of the aristocratic and royal demeanour of 
the President. Particularly, these complaints 
were about the manner of his receiving visitors. 
In a letter Washington gave account of the origin 
of his levees: "Before the custom was estab-
lished," he wrote, "which now accommodates for-
eign characters, strangers and others, who, from 
motives of curiosity, respect for the chief magis-
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trate, or other cause, are induced to call upon 
me, I was unable to attend to any business what-
ever; for gentlemen, consulting their own conve-
nience rather than mine, were calling after the 
time I rose from breakfast, and often before, until 
I sat down to dinner. This, as I resolved not to 
neglect my public duties, reduced me to the 
choice of one of these alternatives: either to 
refuse visits altogether, or to appropriate a time 
for the reception of them. … To please every-
body was impossible. I therefore, adopted that 
line of conduct which combined public advantage
with private convenience. … These visits are op-
tional, they are made without invitation; between 
the hours of three and four every Tuesday I am 
prepared to receive them. Gentlemen, often in 
great numbers, come and go, chat with each 
other, and act as they please. A porter shows 
them into the room, and they retire from it when 
they choose, without ceremony. At their first en-
trance they salute me, and I them, and as many 
as I can I talk to."

An English gentleman after visiting President 
Washington wrote, "There was a commanding air
in his appearance which excited respect and for-
bade too great a freedom toward him, indepen-
dently of that species of awe which is always felt 
in the moral influence of a great character. In ev-
ery movement, too, there was a polite graceful-
ness equal to any met with in the most polished 

78

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1502516136


Order Paperback on Amazon

individuals of Europe, and his smile was extraor-
dinarily attractive. … It struck me no man could 
be better formed for command. A stature of six 
feet, a robust but well—proportioned frame cal-
culated to stand fatigue, without that heaviness 
which generally attends great muscular strength 
and abates active exertion, displayed bodily 
power of no mean standard. A light eye and full-
the very eye of genius and reflection. His nose 
appeared thick, and though it befitted his other 
features was too coarsely and strongly formed to 
be the handsomest of its class. His mouth was 
like no other I ever saw: the lips firm, and the un-
der-jaw seeming to grasp the upper with force, 
as if its muscles were in full action when he sat 
still."

Such Washington appeared to those who saw 
and knew him. Such he remains to our vision. 
His memory is held by us in undying honour. Not 
only his memory alone but also the memory of 
his associates in the struggle for American Inde-
pendence. Homage we should have in our hearts
for those patriots and heroes and sages who with
humble means raised their native land-now our 
native land—from the depths of dependence, 
and made it a free nation. And especially for 
Washington, who presided over the nation's 
course at the beginning of the great experiment 
in self-government and, after an unexampled ca-
reer in the service of freedom and our hu-
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mankind, with no dimming of august fame, died 
calmly at Mount Vernon—the Father of his Coun-
try.
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General Washington to the President of theGeneral Washington to the President of the
Continental CongressContinental Congress

Camp at Cambridge, July 10, 1775

Sir: I arrived safely at this place on the 3d instant;--after a
Journey attended with a good deal of Fatigue and re-
tarded by necessary attentions to the successive Civilties
which accompanied me in my whole route. Upon my ar-
rival I immediately visited the several Posts occupied by 
our Troops, and as soon as the Weather permitted, re-
connoitred those of the Enemy. I found the latter strongly 
entrenching on Bunkers Hill about a mile from 
Charlestown, and advanced about half a mile from the 
place of the last Action, with their Centries advanced 
about 150 Yards on this side the narrowest part of the 
neck leading from this place to Charles Town. Their float-
ing Batteries lay in Mystick River, near their Camp, and a 
twenty Gun Ship below the Ferry place between Boston 
and Charles Town. They have also a Battery on Copse 
Hill, on the Boston side, which much annoyed our Troops
in the late Attack. Upon Roxbury Neck they are also 
deeply entrenched and strongly fortified. Their advanced 
Guard 'till last Saturday, occupied Brown's Houses, about
a Mile from Roxbury Meeting House and twenty rods 
from their Lines: But at that time a party from General 
Thomas's Camp surprized the Guard, drove them in and 
burnt the Houses.

The Bulk of their Army commanded by General Howe, 
lays on Bunker's Hill, and the remainder on Roxbury 
neck, except the light Horse, and a few Men in the Town 
of Boston. On our side we have thrown up Intrenchments
on Winter and Prospect Hills, the Enemy's Camp in full 
view, at the distance of little more than a mile. Such inter-
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mediate points, as would admit a Landing, I have since 
my arrival taken care to strengthen down to Sewall's 
Farms where a strong Intrenchment has been thrown up. 
At Roxbury General Thomas has thrown up a Strong 
Work on the Hill, about two hundred Yards above the 
Meeting House, which with the Brokenness of the 
Ground and Rocks, have made the Pass very secure. 
The Troops raised in New Hampshire with a Regiment 
from Rhode Island occupy Winter Hill. A Part of those 
from Connecticut under General Putnam are on Prospect
Hill. The Troops in this Town are entirely of the Massa-
chusetts: The remainder of the Rhode Island Men, at Se-
walls Farm. Two Regiments of Connecticut and nine of 
the Massachusetts are at Roxbury. The residue of the 
Army, to the Number of about seven hundred, are posted
in several small Towns along the Coasts, to prevent the 
depredations of the Enemy:  Upon the whole I think my-
self authorized to say, that considering the great extent of
Line and the nature of the Ground, we are as well se-
cured, as could be expected in so short a time and under 
the disadvantages we labour. These consist in a Want of 
Engineers to construct proper Works and direct the Men; 
a Want of Tools and a sufficient Number of Men to man 
the Works in case of an Attack. You will observe by the 
Proceedings of the Council of War, which I have the 
Honor to enclose, that it is our unanimous Opinion to hold
and defend these Works, as long as possible. The Dis-
couragement it would give the Men and its contrary Effect
on the Ministerial Troops thus to abandon our Incamp-
ment in their Face, formed with so much Labour and ex-
pence; added to the certain Destruction of a considerable
and valuable extent of Country, and the uncertainty of 
finding a place in all respects so capable of making a 
stand are leading reasons for this Determination. At the 
same time we are very sensible of the Difficulties which 
attend the Defence of Lines of so great extent, and the 
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Dangers which may ensue from such a Division of the 
Army.

My earnest Wishes to comply with the Instructions of the 
Congress in making an early and complete return of the 
State of the Army, has led into an involuntary delay of ad-
dressing you, which has given me much concern. Having
given Orders for that purpose immediately upon my ar-
rival, and not then so well apprized of the imperfect Obe-
dience which had been paid to those of like nature from 
General Ward, I was led from day to day to expect they 
would come and therefore detained the messenger. They
are not so complete as I could wish, but much allowance 
is to be made for inexperience in Forms and Liberties 
which had been taken (not given) on this subject. These 
reasons I flatter myself will no longer exist and of conse-
quence more regularity and exactness in future prevail. 
This, with a necessary attention to the Lines, the move-
ments of the Ministerial Troops and our immediate secu-
rity, must be my apoligy, which I beg you to lay before the
Congress, with the utmost duty and respect.

We labour under great Disadvantages for want of Tents, 
for tho' they have been help'd by a collection of Sails 
from the Seaport Towns, the Number is yet far short of 
our Necessities. The Colleges and Houses of this Town 
are necessarily occupied by the Troops, which affords 
another reason for keeping our present Station: But I 
most sincerely wish the whole Army was properly pro-
vided to take the Field, as I am well assured, that besides
greater Expedition and activity in case of alarm, it would 
highly conduce to health and discipline. As meterials are 
not to be had here, I would beg leave to recommend the 
procuring a farther supply from Philadelphia, as soon as 
possible.
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I should be extremely dificient in Gratitude as well as Jus-
tice, if I did not take the first Opportunity to acknowledge 
the Readiness and attention which the Congress and dif-
ferent committees have shewn, to make everything as 
convenient and agreeable as possible. But there is a vital
and enherent Principle of delay incompatible with Military 
service in transacting Business, through such various 
and different channels. I esteem it my Duty therefore to 
represent the Inconvenience that must unavoidably en-
sue from a dependence on a number of Persons for sup-
plies, and submit it to the consideration of the Congress, 
whether the public service will not be best promoted by 
appointing a Commissary General for these purposes:

We have a very remarkable instance of the preference of 
such a mode in the Establishment of Connecticut, as 
their Troops are extremely well provided under the direc-
tion of Mr. Trumbull, and he has at different Times as-
sisted others with various Articles; should my sentiments 
happily coincide with those of the Congress, I beg leave 
to recommend Colonel Trumbull as a very proper person 
for this department. In the Arrangement of Troops col-
lected under such circumstances, and upon the Spur of 
immediate necessity, several appointments have been 
ommitted, which appear to me indispensably necessary 
for the good Government of the Army, particularly a 
Quarter Master General, A Commissary of Musters and a
Commissary of Artillery. These I must particularly recom-
mend to the Notice & Provision of the Honorable Con-
gress. I find myself already much embarrassed for want 
of a Military Chest; these embarrass ments will encrease 
every day, I must therefore most earnestly request that 
money may be forwarded to me as soon as possible. The
want of this most necessary Article, will I fear, produce 
great Inconveniences if not prevented by an early atten-
tion.
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I find the Army in general and particularly the Troops 
raised in Massachusetts Bay very difficient in necessary 
Clothing: Upon Inquiry it appears there is no Probability 
of Obtaining any supplies in this Quarter; upon the best 
consideration of this matter, I am able to form, I am of 
Opinion that a number of hunting Shirts, not less than 
10,000, would in a great Degree remove the difficulty in 
the cheapest and quickest manner. I know nothing so 
trivial in a speculative View, that in Practice would have a
happy Tendency to unite the men and abolish those Pro-
vincial distinctions which lead to Jealousy and Dissatis-
faction. In a former part of my Letter I mentioned the want
of Engineers. I can hardly express the Disappointment I 
have experienced on this Subject; the Skill of those we 
have being very imperfect and confined to the mere man-
ual exercise of cannon, whereas the war in which we are 
engaged, requires a Knowledge comprehending the Du-
ties of the Field and Fortifications. If any Persons pos-
sessed of these Qualifications are to be found in the 
Southern Colonies, it would be of great Public Service to 
forward them with all expedition. Upon the Article of Am-
munition, I must re-echo the former complaints on this 
Subject; we are so exceedingly destitute that our Artillery 
will be of little use without a supply both large and sea-
sonable; what we have, must be reserved for the small 
Arms and that managed with the utmost Frugality. I am 
very sorry to observe that the appointments of General 
Officers in the Provinces of Massachusetts and Connecti-
cut have not corresponded with the wishes and Judg-
ment of either the Civil or Military. The great Dissatisfac-
tion expressed on this Subject and the apparent Danger 
of throwing the whole Army into the utmost Disorder, to-
gether with the strong Representations made by the Pro-
vincial Congress, have induced me to retain the Commis-
sions in my hands until the pleasure of the Continental 
Congress should be farther known, except General Put-
nam's which was given the Day I came to the Camp and 
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before I was apprized of these disgusts. In such a Step, I 
must beg the Congress will do me the Justice to believe 
that I have been actuated solely by a regard to the Public
Good.

I have not, nor could have any private Attachments, ev-
ery Gentleman in Appointment was a Stranger to me but 
from Character: I must therefore rely upon the candour 
and Indulgence of Congress; for their most favourable 
construction of my Conduct in this particular. General 
Spencer's disgust was so great at General Putnam's pro-
motion, that he left the Army without visiting me or mak-
ing known his Intention in any respect.

General Pomeroy had also retired before my Arrival, oc-
casioned as is said by some Disappointment from the 
Provincial Congress. General Thomas is much esteemed
and most earnestly desired to continue in the service, 
and as far as my Opportunities have enabled me to 
judge, I must join in the general Opinion, that he is an 
able good officer and his Resignation would be a public 
Loss. The postponing him to Pomroy and Heath, whom 
he has commanded, would make his continuance very 
difficult and probably operate on his mind, as the like cir-
cumstance did on that of Spencer.

The State of the Army you will find ascertained, with tol-
erable Precision, in the Returns which accompany this 
Letter. Upon finding the Number of Men to fall so far 
short of the Establishment arid below all Expectation, I 
immediately called a Council of the General Officers, 
whose opinion as to the mode of filling up the regiments 
and providing for the present Exigency, together with the 
best Judgment we are able to form of the Ministerial 
Troops, I have the Honor of inclosing. From the Number 
of Boys, Deserters and negroes which have inlisted in 
this Province, I entertain some doubts whether the Num-
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ber required, can be raised here; and all the General Offi-
cers agree, that no Dependance can be put on the Militia 
for a continuance in Camp, or Regularity and Discipline 
during the short time they may stay. This unhappy and 
devoted Province has been so long in a State of Anarchy,
and the Yoke of Ministerial Oppression so heavily laid, 
that great allowances are to be made for their Troops col-
lected under such circumstances; The Defficiencies in 
their numbers, their Discipline and Stores can only lead 
to this conclusion, that their Spirit has exceeded their 
Strength. But at the same time I would humbly submit to 
the Congress, the Propriety of making some further Pro-
vision of men from the other Colonies. If these Regiments
should be completed to their Establishment, the dismis-
sion of those who are unfit for Duty, on account of their 
Age and Character, would occasion a considerable Re-
duction, and at all events, they have been inlisted upon 
such Terms, that they may be dismissed when other 
Troops arrive: But should my apprehens'ons be realized, 
and the Regiments here not be filled up, the public Cause
would suffer by an absolute Dependance upon so doubt-
ful an Event, unless some Provision is made against 
such a Disappointment. It requires no Military Skill to 
judge of the Difficulty of introducing Discipline and Subor-
dination into an Army while we have the Enemy in View 
and are in daily expectation of an attack, but it is of so 
much Importance, that every Effort will be made to this 
End, which Time and circumstances will admit. In the 
mean Time I have the Pleasure of observing, that there 
are Materials for a good Army, a great Number of Men, 
able Bodied, Active, Zealous in the Cause and of un-
questionable Courage.

I am now Sir, to acknowledge the receipt of your Favor of
the 28th June, enclosing the Resolutions of Congress of 
the 27th and a Copy of a Letter from the Committee of Al-
bany, to all which I shall pay due Attention. General 
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Gates and General Sullivan have both arrived in good 
Health.

My best Abilities are at all Times devoted to the Service 
of my Country, but I feel the Weight, variety and Impor-
tance of my present Duties too sensibly, not to wish a 
more immediate and frequent communication with the 
Congress. I fear it may often happen, in the Course of 
our present Operations, that I shall need the Assistance 
and Direction from them which Time and Distance will not
allow me to receive. Since writing the above, I have to 
acknowledge your Favor of the 4th instant by Fessenden,
and the receipt of the Commission and Articles of War. 
Among the other returns I have also sent one of our 
killed, wounded and missing in the late Action, but have 
been able to procure no certain Account of the Loss of 
the Ministerial Troops, my best Intelligence fixes it at 500 
killed and 700 wounded; but it is no more than Conjec-
ture the utmost pains being taken, to conceal their Loss.

Having ordered the Commanding Officer at Roxbury to 
give me the earliest Intelligence of every Motion of the 
Enemy, by Land or Water, discoverable from the Heights 
of his Camp, I this instant, as I was closing my Letter re-
ceived the enclosed from his Brigade Major. The Design 
of this Motion I know not; it may be to make a Diversion 
somewhere along the Coast; it may be for New York, or it
may be practised as a Deception on Us. I thought it not 
improper however to mention the Matter to you: I have 
done the same to the Commanding Officer at New York, 
and I shall let it be known by the Committee of Safety 
here, that the Intelligence may be communicated, as they
see best, to the Sea Coast of this Government. I have the
Honor, etc.
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Prayer at Valley ForgePrayer at Valley Forge

The following account is taken from the "Diary and 
Remembrances" of the Rev. Nathaniel Randolph 
Snowden, an ordained Presbyterian minister and 
graduate of Princeton with a degree from Dickinson 
College. Rev. Snowden was born in Philadelphia 
January 17, 1770 and died November 12, 1851. His 
writings cover a period from youth to 1846. In his 
records may be found these observations, in Mr. 
Snowden's own handwriting:

"I knew personally the celebrated Quaker Potts who saw 
Gen'l Washington alone in the woods at prayer. I got it 
from himself, myself. Weems mentioned it in his history 
of Washington, but I got it from the man myself, as fol-
lows:

"I was riding with him (Mr. Potts) in Montgomery County, 
Penn'a near to the Valley Forge, where the army lay dur-
ing the war of ye Revolution. Mr. Potts was a Senator in 
our State and a Whig. I told him I was agreeably sur-
prised to find him a friend to his country as the Quakers 
were mostly Tories. He said, 'It was so and I was a rank 
Tory once, for I never believed that America c'd proceed 
against Great Britain whose fleets and armies covered 
the land and ocean, but something very extraordinary 
converted me to the Good Faith!" "What was that," I in-
quired? 'Do you see that woods, and that plain. It was 
about a quarter of a mile off from the place we were rid-
ing, as it happened.' 'There,' said he, 'laid the army of 
Washington. It was a most distressing time of ye war, 
and all were for giving up the Ship but that great and 
good man. In that woods pointing to a close in view, I 
heard a plaintive sound as, of a man at prayer. I tied my 
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horse to a sapling and went quietly into the woods and to 
my astonishment I saw the great George Washington on 
his knees alone, with his sword on one side and his 
cocked hat on the other. He was at Prayer to the God of 
the Armies, beseeching to interpose with his Divine aid, 
as it was ye Crisis, and the cause of the country, of hu-
manity and of the world.

'Such a prayer I never heard from the lips of man. I left 
him alone praying.

'I went home and told my wife. I saw a sight and heard 
today what I never saw or heard before, and just related 
to her what I had seen and heard and observed. We 
never thought a man c'd be a soldier and a Christian, but 
if there is one in the world, it is Washington. She also 
was astonished. We thought it was the cause of God, 
and America could prevail.' "He then to me put out his 
right hand and said 'I turned right about and became a 
Whig.'"
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Washington Address to the TroopsWashington Address to the Troops

Prevents the Revolt of his Officers

15th of March, 1783

Gentlemen:

By an anonymous summons, an attempt has been made 
to convene you together; how inconsistent with the rules 
of propriety, how unmilitary, and how subversive of all or-
der and discipline, let the good sense of the army de-
cide...

Thus much, gentlemen, I have thought it incumbent on 
me to observe to you, to show upon what principles I op-
posed the irregular and hasty meeting which was pro-
posed to have been held on Tuesday last - and not be-
cause I wanted a disposition to give you every opportu-
nity consistent with your own honor, and the dignity of the
army, to make known your grievances. If my conduct 
heretofore has not evinced to you that I have been a 
faithful friend to the army, my declaration of it at this time 
would be equally unavailing and improper. But as I was 
among the first who embarked in the cause of our com-
mon country. As I have never left your side one moment, 
but when called from you on public duty. As I have been 
the constant companion and witness of your distresses, 
and not among the last to feel and acknowledge your 
merits. As I have ever considered my own military reputa-
tion as inseparably connected with that of the army. As 
my heart has ever expanded with joy, when I have heard 
its praises, and my indignation has arisen, when the 
mouth of detraction has been opened against it, it can 
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scarcely be supposed, at this late stage of the war, that I 
am indifferent to its interests.

But how are they to be promoted? The way is plain, says 
the anonymous addresser. If war continues, remove into 
the unsettled country, there establish yourselves, and 
leave an ungrateful country to defend itself. But who are 
they to defend? Our wives, our children, our farms, and 
other property which we leave behind us. Or, in this state 
of hostile separation, are we to take the two first (the lat-
ter cannot be removed) to perish in a wilderness, with 
hunger, cold, and nakedness? If peace takes place, 
never sheathe your swords, says he, until you have ob-
tained full and ample justice; this dreadful alternative, of 
either deserting our country in the extremest hour of her 
distress or turning our arms against it (which is the appar-
ent object, unless Congress can be compelled into in-
stant compliance), has something so shocking in it that 
humanity revolts at the idea. My God! What can this 
writer have in view, by recommending such measures? 
Can he be a friend to the army? Can he be a friend to 
this country? Rather, is he not an insidious foe? Some 
emissary, perhaps, from New York, plotting the ruin of 
both, by sowing the seeds of discord and separation be-
tween the civil and military powers of the continent? And 
what a compliment does he pay to our understandings 
when he recommends measures in either alternative, im-
practicable in their nature?

I cannot, in justice to my own belief, and what I have 
great reason to conceive is the intention of Congress, 
conclude this address, without giving it as my decided 
opinion, that that honorable body entertain exalted senti-
ments of the services of the army; and, from a full convic-
tion of its merits and sufferings, will do it complete justice.
That their endeavors to discover and establish funds for 
this purpose have been unwearied, and will not cease till 
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they have succeeded, I have not a doubt. But, like all 
other large bodies, where there is a variety of different in-
terests to reconcile, their deliberations are slow. Why, 
then, should we distrust them? And, in consequence of 
that distrust, adopt measures which may cast a shade 
over that glory which has been so justly acquired; and 
tarnish the reputation of an army which is celebrated 
through all Europe, for its fortitude and patriotism? And 
for what is this done? To bring the object we seek 
nearer? No! most certainly, in my opinion, it will cast it at 
a greater distance.

For myself (and I take no merit in giving the assurance, 
being induced to it from principles of gratitude, veracity, 
and justice), a grateful sense of the confidence you have 
ever placed in me, a recollection of the cheerful assis-
tance and prompt obedience I have experienced from 
you, under every vicissitude of fortune, and the sincere 
affection I feel for an army I have so long had the honor 
to command will oblige me to declare, in this public and 
solemn manner, that, in the attainment of complete jus-
tice for all your toils and dangers, and in the gratification 
of every wish, so far as may be done consistently with 
the great duty I owe my country and those powers we are
bound to respect, you may freely command my services 
to the utmost of my abilities.

While I give you these assurances, and pledge myself in 
the most unequivocal manner to exert whatever ability I 
am possessed of in your favor, let me entreat you, gen-
tlemen, on your part, not to take any measures which, 
viewed in the calm light of reason, will lessen the dignity 
and sully the glory you have hitherto maintained; let me 
request you to rely on the plighted faith of your country, 
and place a full confidence in the purity of the intentions 
of Congress; that, previous to your dissolution as an 
army, they will cause all your accounts to be fairly liqui-
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dated, as directed in their resolutions, which were pub-
lished to you two days ago, and that they will adopt the 
most effectual measures in their power to render ample 
justice to you, for your faithful and meritorious services. 
And let me conjure you, in the name of our common 
country, as you value your own sacred honor, as you re-
spect the rights of humanity, and as you regard the mili-
tary and national character of America, to express your 
utmost horror and detestation of the man who wishes, 
under any specious pretenses, to overturn the liberties of 
our country, and who wickedly attempts to open the 
floodgates of civil discord and deluge our rising empire in 
blood.

By thus determining and thus acting, you will pursue the 
plain and direct road to the attainment of your wishes. 
You will defeat the insidious designs of our enemies, who
are compelled to resort from open force to secret artifice. 
You will give one more distinguished proof of 
unexampled patriotism and patient virtue, rising superior 
to the pressure of the most complicated sufferings. And 
you will, by the dignity of your conduct, afford occasion 
for posterity to say, when speaking of the glorious 
example you have exhibited to mankind, "Had this day 
been wanting, the world had never seen the last stage of 
perfection to which human nature is capable of attaining."

General George Washington - March 15, 1783

This speech was not very well received by his men. 
Washington then took out a letter from a member of Con-
gress explaining the financial difficulties of the govern-
ment.
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After reading a portion of the letter with his eyes squinting
at the small writing, Washington suddenly stopped. His 
officers stared at him, wondering. Washington then 
reached into his coat pocket and took out a pair of read-
ing glasses. Few of them knew he wore glasses, and 
were surprised.

"Gentlemen," said Washington, "you will permit me to put
on my spectacles, for I have not only grown gray but al-
most blind in the service of my country."

In that single moment of sheer vulnerability, Washing-
ton's men were deeply moved, even shamed, and many 
were quickly in tears, now looking with great affection at 
this aging man who had led them through so much. 
Washington read the remainder of the letter, then left 
without saying another word, realizing their sentiments.

His officers then cast a unanimous vote, essentially 
agreeing to the rule of Congress. Thus, the civilian gov-
ernment was preserved and the experiment of democ-
racy in America continued.
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Farewell Address to the ArmyFarewell Address to the Army

2 November 1783
Rocky Hill, New Jersey

Genll Washington's Farewell Orders issued to the
Armies of the United States of America the 2d day of

Novr 1783--Rocky Hill, near Princeton,

The United States in Congress assembled, after giving 
the most honorable testimony to the Merits of the Federal
Armies, and presenting them with the thanks of their 
Country for their long, eminent and faithful Services, hav-
ing thought proper, by their Proclamation bearing date 
the 18th day of October last, to discharge such part of the
Troops as were engaged for the War, and to permit the 
Officers on Furlough to retire from Service from and after 
tomorrow, which Proclamation having been communi-
cated in the public papers for the information and govern-
ment of all concerned. it only remains for the Commander
in Chief to address himself once more, and that for the 
last time, to the Armies of the United States (however 
widely dispersed the Individuals who composed them 
may be) and to bid them an affectionate--a long farewell.

But before the Commander in Chief takes his final leave 
of those he holds most dear, he wishes to indulge himself
a few moments in calling to mind a slight review of the 
past, He will then take the liberty of exploring with his Mil-
itary friends their future prospects, of advising the general
line of conduct which in his opinion ought to be persued, 
and he will conclude the Address, by expressing the obli-
gations he feels himself under for the spirited and able 
assistance he has experienced from them, in the perfor-
mance of an arduous Office.
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A contemplation of the compleat attainment (at a period 
earlier than could have been expected) of the object for 
which we contended, against so formidable a power, can-
not but inspire us with astonishment and gratitude--The 
disadvantageous circumstances on our part, under which
the War was undertaken, can never be forgotten--The 
singular interpositions of Providence in our feeble condi-
tion were such, as could scarcely escape the attention of 
the most unobserving--where the unparalleled persever-
ence of the Armies of the United States, through almost 
every possible suffering and discouragement, for the 
space of eight long years was little short of a standing 
Miracle.

It is not the meaning nor within the compass of this Ad-
dress, to detail the hardships peculiarly incident to our 
Service, or to discribe the distresses which in several in-
stances have resulted from the extremes of hunger and 
nakedness, combined with the rigors of an inclement 
season. Nor is it necessary to dwell on the dark side of 
our past affairs. Every American Officer and Soldier must
now console himself for any unpleasant circumstances 
which may have occurred, by a recollection of the un-
common scenes in which he has been called to act, no 
inglorious part; and the astonishing Events of which he 
has been a witness--Events which have seldom, if ever 
before, taken place on the stage of human action, nor 
can they probably ever happen again. For who has be-
fore seen a disciplined Army formed at once from such 
raw Materials? Who that was not a witness could imag-
ine, that the most violent local prejudices would cease so 
soon, and that Men who came from the different parts of 
the Continent, strongly disposed by the habits of educa-
tion, to dispise and quarrel with each other, would in-
stantly become but one patriotic band of Brothers? Or 
who that was not on the spot can trace the steps by 
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which such a wonderful Revolution has been effected, 
and such a glorious period put to all our Warlike toils?

It is universally acknowledged that the enlarged prospect 
of happiness, opened by the confirmation of our Indepen-
dence and Sovereignty, almost exceeds the power of de-
scription. And shall not the brave Men who have contrib-
uted so essentially to these inestimable acquisitions, re-
tiring victorious from the Field of War, to the Field of Agri-
culture, participate in all the blessings which have been 
obtained? In such a Republic, who will exclude them from
the rights of Citizens and the fruits of their labours? In 
such a Country so happily circumstanced the persuits of 
Commerce and the cultivation of the Soil, will unfold to in-
dustry the certain road to competence. To those hardy 
Soldiers, who are actuated by the spirit of adventure, the 
Fisheries will afford ample and profitable employment, 
and the extensive and fertile Regions of the West will 
yield a most happy Asylum to those, who, fond of domes-
tic enjoyment are seeking for personal independence. 
Nor is it possible to conceive that any one of the United 
States will prefer a National Bankrupcy and a dissolution 
of the Union, to a compliance with the requisitions of 
Congress and the payment of its just debts--so that the 
Officers and Soldiers may expect considerable assis-
tance in recommencing their civil occupations from the 
sums due to them from the Public, which must and will 
most inevitably be paid.

In order to effect this desirable purpose, and to remove 
the prejudices which may have taken possession of the 
Minds of any of the good People of the States, it is 
earnestly recommended to all the Troops that with strong
attachments to the Union, they should carry with them 
into civil Society the most conciliating dispositions; and 
that they should prove themselves not less virtuous and 
usefull as Citizens, than they have been persevering and 
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victorious as Soldiers. What tho' there should be some 
envious Individuals who are unwilling to pay the Debt the 
public has contracted, or to yield the tribute due to Merit, 
yet let such unworthy treatment produce no invective, or 
any instance of intemperate conduct, let it be remem-
bered that the unbiased voice of the Free Citizens of the 
United States has promised the just reward, and given 
the merited applause, let it be known and remembered 
that the reputation of the Federal Armies is established 
beyond the reach of Malevolence, and let a conciousness
of their atchievements and fame, still incite the Men who 
composed them to honorable Actions; under the persua-
sion that the private virtues of economy, prudence and in-
dustry, will not be less amiable in civil life, than the more 
splendid qualities of valour, perseverence and enterprise,
were in the Field: Every one may rest assured that much,
very much of the future happiness of the Officers and 
Men, will depend upon the wise and manly conduct which
shall be adopted by them, when they are mingled with 
the great body of the Community. And altho', the General
has so frequently given it as his opinion in the most pub-
lic and explicit manner, that unless the principles of the 
Federal Government were properly supported, and the 
Powers of the Union encreased, the honor, dignity and 
justice of the Nation would be lost for ever; yet he cannot 
help repeating on this occasion, so interesting a senti-
ment, and leaving it as his last injunction to every Officer 
and every Soldier, who may view the subject in the same 
serious point of light, to add his best endeavours to those
of his worthy fellow Citizens towards effecting these great
and valuable purposes, on which our very existence as a 
Nation so materially depends.

The Commander in Chief conceives little is now waiting 
to enable the Soldier to change the Military character into
that of the Citizen, but that steady and decent tenor of 
behaivour which has generally distinguished, not only the
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Army under his immediate Command, but the different 
Detachments and seperate Armies, through the course of
the War; from their good sense and prudence he antici-
pates the happiest consequences; And while he congrat-
ulates them on the glorious occasion which renders their 
Services in the Field no longer necessary, he wishes to 
express the strong obligations he feels himself under, for 
the assistance he has received from every Class--and in 
every instance. He presents his thanks in the most seri-
ous and affectionate manner to the General Officers, as 
well for their Counsel on many interesting occasions, as 
for their ardor in promoting the success of the plans he 
had adopted--To the Commandants of Regiments and 
Corps, and to the other Officers for their great Zeal and 
attention in carrying his orders promptly into execution--
To the Staff for their alacrity and exactness in performing 
the duties of their several Departments--And to the Non-
commissioned officers and private Soldiers, for their ex-
traordinary patience in suffering, as well as their invinci-
ble fortitude in Action--To the various branches of the 
Army, the General takes this last and solemn oppertunity 
of professing his inviolable attachment & friendship--He 
wishes more than bare professions were in his power, 
that he was really able to be usefull to them all in future 
life; He flatters himself however, they will do him the jus-
tice to believe, that whatever could with propriety be at-
tempted by him, has been done. And being now to con-
clude these his last public Orders, to take his ultimate 
leave, in a short time, of the Military Character, and to bid
a final adieu to the Armies he has so long had the honor 
to Command--he can only again offer in their behalf his 
recommendations to their grateful Country, and his 
prayers to the God of Armies. May ample justice be done
them here, and may the choicest of Heaven's favors both
here and hereafter attend those, who under the divine 
auspices have secured innumerable blessings for others:
With these Wishes, and this benediction, the Commander
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in Chief is about to retire from service--The Curtain of 
seperation will soon be drawn--and the Military Scene to 
him will be closed for ever.
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First Inaugural AddressFirst Inaugural Address

George Washington

April 30, 1789

Fellow Citzens of the Senate and of the House of
Representatives:

Among the vicissitudes incident to life no event could 
have filled me with greater anxieties than that of which 
the notification was transmitted by your order, and re-
ceived on the fourteenth day of the present month. On 
the one hand, I was summoned by my country, whose 
voice I can never hear but with veneration and love, from 
a retreat which I had chosen with the fondest predilec-
tion, and, in my flattering hopes, with an immutable deci-
sion, as the asylum of my declining years—a retreat 
which was rendered every day more necessary as well 
as more dear to me by the addition of habit to inclination, 
and of frequent interruptions in my health to the gradual 
waste committed on it by time. On the other hand, the 
magnitude and difficulty of the trust to which the voice of 
my country called me, being sufficient to awaken in the 
wisest and most experienced of her citizens a distrustful 
scrutiny into his qualifications, could not but overwhelm 
with despondence, one, who inheriting inferior endow-
ments from nature and unpracticed in the duties of civil 
administration, ought to be peculiarly conscious of his 
own deficiencies. In this conflict of emotions all I dare 
aver, is, that it has been my faithful study to collect my 
duty from a just appreciation of every circumstance by 
which it might be affected. All I dare hope, is, that if, in 
executing this task, I have been too much swayed by a 
grateful remembrance of former instances, or by an af-
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fectionate sensibility to this transcendent proof of the 
confidence of my fellow-citizens, and have thence too lit-
tle consulted my incapacity as well as disinclination for 
the weighty and untried cares before me, my error will be 
palliated by the motives which misled me, and its conse-
quences be judged by my country with some share of the
partiality in which they originated.

Such being the impressions under which I have, in obedi-
ence to the public summons, repaired to the present sta-
tion, it would be peculiary improper to omit in this first offi-
cial act my fervent supplications to that Almighty Being 
who rules over the universe; who presides in the councils
of nations; and whose providential aid can supply every 
human defect; that his benediction may consecrate to the
liberties and happiness of the People of the United 
States, a Government instituted by themselves for these 
essential purposes, and may enable every instrument 
employed in its administration to execute with success 
the functions allotted to his charge. In tendering this 
homage to the Great Author of every public and private 
good, I assure myself that it expresses your sentiments 
not less than my own, nor those of my fellow-citizens at 
large less than either. No people can be bound to ac-
knowledge and adore the invisible hand which conducts 
the affairs of men more than those of the United States. 
Every step by which they have advanced to the character
of an independent nation seems to have been distin-
guished by some token of providential agency. And in the
important revolution just accomplished in the system of 
their united government the tranquil deliberations and 
voluntary consent of so many distinct communities from 
which the event has resulted can not be compared with 
the means by which most governments have been estab-
lished, without some return of pious gratitude, along with 
an humble anticipation of the future blessings which the 
past seem to presage. These reflections, arising out of 
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the present crisis, have forced themselves too strongly 
on my mind to be suppressed. You will join with me, I 
trust, in thinking that there are none under the influence 
of which the proceedings of a new and free government 
can more auspiciously commence.

By the article establishing the Executive Department it is 
made the duty of the President “to recommend to your 
consideration such measures as he shall judge neces-
sary and expedient.” The circumstances under which I 
now meet you will acquit me from entering into that sub-
ject, further than to refer to the great constitutional char-
ter under which you are assembled, and which, in defin-
ing your powers, designates the objects to which your at-
tention is to be given. It will be more consistent with those
circumstances, and far more congenial with the feelings 
which actuate me, to substitute, in place of a recommen-
dation of particular measures, the tribute that is due to 
the talents, the rectitude, and the patriotism, which adorn 
the characters selected to devise and adopt them. In 
these honorable qualifications I behold the surest 
pledges that as on one side no local prejudices or attach-
ments—no separate views, nor party animosities, will 
misdirect the comprehensive and equal eye which ought 
to watch over this great assemblage of communities and 
interests; so, on another, that the foundation of our na-
tional policy will be laid in the pure and immutable princi-
ples of private morality, and the pre-eminence of free 
government be exemplified by all the attributes which can
win the affections of its citizens and command the re-
spect of the world. I dwell on this prospect with every sat-
isfaction which an ardent love for my country can inspire: 
since there is no truth more thoroughly established than 
that there exists in the economy and course of nature an 
indissoluble union between virtue and happiness; be-
tween duty and advantage; between the genuine maxims
of an honest and magnanimous policy and the solid re-
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wards of public prosperity and felicity; since we ought to 
be no less persuaded that the propitious smiles of 
Heaven can never be expected on a nation that disre-
gards the eternal rules of order and right which Heaven 
itself has ordained: and since the preservation of the sa-
cred fire of liberty and the destiny of the republican model
of government are justly considered, perhaps, as deeply, 
perhaps as finally, staked on the experiment entrusted to 
the hands of the American people.

Besides the ordinary objects submitted to your care, it will
remain with your judgment to decide how far an exercise 
of the occasional power delegated by the fifth article of 
the Constitution is rendered expedient at the present 
juncture, by the nature of objections which have been 
urged against the system, or by the degree of inquietude 
which has given birth to them. Instead of undertaking par-
ticular recommendations on this subject, in which I could 
be guided by no lights derived from official opportunities, 
I shall again give way to my entire confidence in your dis-
cernment and pursuit of the public good: for I assure my-
self, that, whilst you carefully avoid every alteration which
might endanger the benefits of an united and effective 
government, or which ought to await the future lessons of
experience, a reverence for the characteristic rights of 
freemen, and a regard for the public harmony, will suffi-
ciently influence your deliberations on the question, how 
far the former can be impregnably fortified or the latter be
safely and advantageously promoted.

To the preceding observations I have one to add, which 
will be most properly addressed to the House of Repre-
sentatives. It concerns myself, and will therefore be as 
brief as possible. When I was first honored with a call into
the service of my country, then on the eve of an arduous 
struggle for its liberties, the light in which I contemplated 
my duty required that I should renounce every pecuniary 
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compensation. From this resolution I have in no instance 
departed. And being still under the impressions which 
produced it, I must decline, as inapplicable to myself, any
share in the personal emoluments which may be indis-
pensably included in a permanent provision for the Exec-
utive Department; and must accordingly pray that the pe-
cuniary estimates for the station in which I am placed, 
may, during my continuance in it, be limited to such ac-
tual expenditures as the public good may be thought to 
require.

Having thus imparted to you my sentiments as they have 
been awakened by the occasion which brings us to-
gether, I shall take my present leave; but not without re-
sorting once more to the benign Parent of the human 
race in humble supplication that, since he has been 
pleased to favor the American People with opportunities 
for deliberating in perfect tranquillity, and dispositions for 
deciding with unparalleled unanimity on a form of govern-
ment for the security of their union, and the advancement
of their happiness, so his divine blessing may be equally 
conspicuous in the enlarged views, the temperate consul-
tations, and the wise measures on which the success of 
this Government must depend.
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Excerpts from Drafts of the First InauguralExcerpts from Drafts of the First Inaugural
AddressAddress

George Washington

April, 1789

We are this day assembled on a solemn and important 
occasion.

not as a ceremony without meaning, but with a single ref-
erence to our dependence

upon the Parent of all good. It becomes a pleasing com-
mencement of my office to offer my heart-felt congratula-
tions on the happy

Justice, and unanimity in those States

fairs. It will doubtless be conceded

fore we entered upon the performance of our several 
functions, it seemed to be our indispensable part, as ra-
tional Beings,

reputation and a decent respect for the sentiments of oth-
ers, require that something should be said by way of 
apology for my

need be bestowed in exculpating myself from any sug-
gestions, which might be made "that the incitement of 
pleasure or grandeur, or power have wrought a change in
my resolution." Small indeed must be the resources for 
happiness in the mind of that man, who cannot find a 
refuge from the tediousness of solitude but in a sound of 

107

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1502516136


Order Paperback on Amazon

dissipation, the pomp of state, or the homage of his fel-
lowmen. I am not conscious of being in that predicament.
But if there should be a single citizen of the United 
States, to whom the tenor of my life is so little known, that
he could imagine me capable of being so smitten with the
allurements of sensual gratification, the frivolities of cere-
mony or the baubles of ambition, as to be induced from 
such motives to accept a public appointment: I shall only 
lament his imperfect acquaintance with my heart, and 
leave him until another retirement (should Heaven spare 
my life for a little space) shall work a conviction of his er-
ror. In the meantime it may not, perhaps, be improper to 
mention one or two circumstances which will serve to ob-
viate the jealousies that might be entertained of my hav-
ing accepted this office, for a desire of enriching myself 
or aggrandising my posterity.

In the first place, if I have formerly served the community 
without a wish for pecuniary compensation, it can hardly 
be suspected that I am at present influenced by avari-
cious schemes. In the next place, it will be recollected, 
that the Divine Providence hath not seen fit, that my 
blood should be transmitted or my name perpetuated by 
the endearing, though sometimes seducing channel of 
immediate offspring. I have no child for whom I could 
wish to make a provision—no family to build in greatness 
upon my country’s ruins. Let then the Adversaries to this 
Constitution—let my personal enemies if I am so unfortu-
nate as to have deserved such a return from

from any one of my countrymen—point to the sinister ob-
ject, or to the earthly consideration beyond the hope of 
rendering some little service to our parent country, that 
could have persuaded me to accept this appointment.

myself with the idea it was all that would ever be ex-
pected at my hand. But in this I was disappointed. The 

108

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1502516136


Order Paperback on Amazon

Legislature of Virginia in opposition to my express desire 
signified in the clearest terms to the Governor of that 
State, appointed me a Delegate to the federal Conven-
tion. Never was my embarrassment or hesitation more 
extreme or distressing. By letters from some of the wisest
and best men in almost every quarter of the Continent, I 
was advised, that it was my indispensable duty to attend, 
and that, in the deplorable condition to which our affairs 
were reduced, my refusal would be considered a deser-
tion of

by my country for repelling force by force; yet it is known, 
I was so far from aspiring to the chief military command, 
that I accept[ed] it with unfeigned reluctance.—My fellow 
soldiers of the late patriotic army will bear me testimony 
that when I was accepted that appointment, it was not to 
revel

in luxury, to grow proud of rank, to eat the bread of idle-
ness, to be insensible to the sufferings, or to refuse a 
share in the toils and dangers to which they were ex-
posed. I need not say what were the complicated cares, 
the cruel reverses or the unusual perplexities inseparable
from my office, to

to prove that I have prematurely grown old in the Service 
of my Country. For in truth, I have now arrived at that 
sober age, when, aside of any extraordinary circum-
stances to deter me from encountering new fatigues, and
then, without having met with any par

ticular shocks to injure the constitution the love of retire-
ment naturally encreases; while the objects of human 
pursuit, which are most laudable in themselves and most

as in their consequences, lose much in captivating [ ]. — 
It is then high [time] to have learnt the vanity of this fool-
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ish dream of life. It is then high [time] to contract the 
sphere of action, to [ ] the remnant of our days peculiarly 
[ ], and to compensate for the [inquietude]

tude of turbulent scenes by the tranquillity of domestic re-
pose. After I had rendered an account of my military trust 
to Congress and retired to my farm, I flattered myself that
this unenviable lot was reserved for my latter years. I was
delighted with agricultural affairs and excepting a few av-
ocations

set up my own judgment as the standard of perfection? 
And shall I arrogantly pronounce that whosoever differs 
from me, must discern the subject through a distorting 
medium, or be influenced by some nefarious design? The
mind is so formed in different persons as to contemplate 
the same object in different points of view. Hence origi-
nates the difference on questions of the greatest import, 
both human and Divine. In all Institutions of the former 
kind, great allowances are doubtless to be made for the 
fallibility and imperfection of their authors. Although the 
agency I had in forming this system, and the high opinion
I entertained of my Colleagues for their ability and in-
tegrity may have tended to warp my judgment in its 
favour; yet I will not pretend to say that it appears abso-
lutely perfect to me, or that there may not be many faults 
which have escaped my discernment. I will only say, that,
during and since the session of the Convention, I have 
attentively heard and read every oral and printed informa-
tion on both sides of the question that could be procured. 
This long and laborious investigation, in which I endeav-
oured as far as the frailty of nature would permit to act 
with candour has resulted in a fixed belief that this Con-
stitution, is really in its formation a government of the 
people; that is to say, a government in which all power is 
derived from, and at stated periods reverts to them—and 
that, in its operation, it is purely, a government of Laws 
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made and executed by the fair substitutes of the people 
alone. The election of the different branches of Congress 
by the Freemen, either directly or indirectly is the pivot on
which turns the first wheel of the government—a wheel 
which communicates motion to all the rest. At the same 
time the exercise of this right of election seems to be so 
regulated as to afford less opportunity for corruption and 
influence; and more for stability and system that[t] has 
usually been incident to popular governments. Nor can 
the members of Congress exempt themselves from con-
sequences of any unjust and tyrannical acts which they 
may impose upon others. For in a short time they will 
mingle with the mass of the people. Their interests must 
therefore be the same, and their feelings in sympathy 
with those of their Constituents. Besides, their re-election
must always depend upon the good reputation which 
they shall have maintained in the judgment of their fellow 
citizens. Hence I have been induced to conclude that this
government must be less obnoxious to well-founded ob-
jections than most which have existed in the world. And 
in that opinion I am confirmed on three accounts; —first
—because every government ought to be possessed of 
powers adequate to the purposes for which it was insti-
tuted: —Secondly, because no other or greater powers 
appear to me to be delegated to this government than 
are essential to accomplish the objects for which it was 
instituted, to wit, the safety and happiness of the gov-
erned: —and thirdly because it is clear to my conception 
that no government before introduced among mankind 
ever contained so many checks and such efficacious re-
straints to prevent it from degenerating into any species 
of oppression. It is unnecessary to be insisted upon, be-
cause it is well known, that the impotence of Congress 
under the former Confederation, and the inexpediency of 
trusting more ample prerogatives to a simple Body, gave 
birth to the different branches which constitute the 
present government. Convinced as I am that the bal-
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ances arising from the distribution of the Legislative, Ex-
ecutive and Judicial powers, are the best that have been 
instituted; I presume now[t] to assert, that better may not 
still be devised. On the article of proposed amendments I
shall say a few words in another place. But if it was a 
point acknowledged on all parts that the late federal gov-
ernment could not have existed much longer; if without 
some speedy remedy a dissolution of the Union must 
have ensued, if without adhering to the Union we

But the result, after very many trials, was infinitely distant 
from what we had been led to expect. As the process 
was strictly in conformity to the presented rules, I knew 
not to what cause the failure of success should be attrib-
uted.

to any favoured nation. We have purchased wisdom by 
experience. Mankind are believed to be naturally averse 
to the coercion of government. But when our countrymen 
had experienced the inconveniences, arising from the 
feebleness of our

affairs were seen[k] to decline. I will ask your patience for
a moment, while I speak on so unpleasant a subject as 
the rotten part of our old Constitution. It is not a matter for
wonder that the first projected plan of a federal govern-
ment, formed on the defective models of some foreign 
confederacies, in the midst of a war, before we had much
experience; and while, from the concurrence of external 
danger and

At the beginning of the late War with Great Britain, when 
we thought ourselves justifiable in resisting to blood, it 
was known to those best acquainted with the different 
condition of the combatants & the probable cost of the 
prize in dispute, that the expense in comparison with our 
circumstances as Colonists must be enormous-the strug-
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gle protracted, dubious & severe. It was known that the 
resources of Britain were, in a manner, inexhaustible, 
that her fleets covered the Ocean, and that her troops 
had harvested laurels in every quarter of the globe. Not 
then organised as a Nation, or known as a people upon 
the earth—we had no preparation. Money, the nerve of 
War, was wanting. The Sword was to be forged on the 
Anvil of necessity: the treasury to be created from noth-
ing. If we had a secret resource of a nature unknown to 
our enemy, it was in the unconquerable resolution of our 
Citizens, the conscious rectitude of our cause, and a con-
fident trust that we should not be forsaken by Heaven. 
The people willingly offered themselves to the battle; but 
the means of arming, clothing & subsisting them; as well 
as of procuring the implements of hostility were only to be
found in anticipations of our future wealth. Paper bills of 
credit were emitted: monies borrowed for the most press-
ing emergencies: and our brave troops in the field unpaid
for their services. In this manner, Peace, attended with 
every circumstance that could gratify our reasonable de-
sires, or even inflate us with ideas of national importance,
was at length obtained. But a load of debt was left upon 
us. The fluctuations of and speculations in our paper cur-
rency, had, but in too many instances, occasioned vague 
ideas of property, generated licentious appetites & cor-
rupted the morals of men. To these immediate conse-
quences of a fluctuating medium of commerce, may be 
joined a tide of circumstances that flowed together from 
sources mostly opened during and after the war. The rav-
age of farms, the conflagration of towns, the diminution

But Congress, constituted in most respects as a diplo-
matic body, possessed no power of carrying into execu-
tion a simple Ordinance, however strongly dictated by 
prudence, policy or justice. The individual States, know-
ing there existed no power of coercion, treated with ne-
glect, whenever it suited their convenience or caprice, the
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most salutary measures of the most indispensable requi-
sitions [acquisitions] of Congress. Experience taught

We are now[t] to take upon ourselves the conduct of that 
government. But be

of this government, it may be proper to give assurances 
of our friendly dispositions to other Powers. We may 
more at our leisure, meditate on such Treaties of Amity 
and Commerce, as shall be judged expedient to be pro-
pounded to or received from any of them.

In all our appointments of persons to fill domestic and for-
eign offices, let us be careful to select only such as are 
distinguished for morals and abilities. Some attention 
should likewise be paid, when

ever the circumstances will conveniently admit, to the dis-
tribution of Offices among persons, belonging to the dif-
ferent parts of the Union. But my knowledge of the char-
acters of persons, through an extent of fifteen hundred 
miles, must be so imperfect as to make me liable to fall 
into mistakes: which, in fact, can only be avoided by the 
disinterested aid of my coadjutors. I forbear to enlarge on
the delicacy there certainly will be, in discharging this part
of our trust with fidelity, and without giving occasion for 
uneasiness. It

It appears to me, that it would be a favorable circum-
stance, if the characters of Candidates could be known, 
without their having a pretext for coming forward them-
selves with personal applications. We should seek to find
the Men who are best qualified to fill offices: but never 
give our consent to the creation of Offices to accommo-
date men.
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It belongs to you especially to take measures for promot-
ing the general welfare. It belongs to you to make men 
honest in their dealings with each other, by regulating the
coinage and currency of money upon equitable principles
as well as by establishing just weights and measures 
upon an uniform plan. Whenever an opportunity shall be 
furnished to you as public or as private men, I trust you 
will not fail to use your best endeavours to improve the 
education and manners of a people; to accelerate the 
progress of arts and Sciences; to patronize works of ge-
nius; to confer rewards for inventions of utility; and to 
cherish institutions favourable to humanity. Such are 
among the best of all human employments. Such exer-
tions of your talents will render your situations truly digini-
fied and cannot fail of being acceptable in the sight of the
Divinity.

By a series of disinterested services it will be in our 
power to show, that we have nothing

Certain propositions for taking measures to obtain expla-
nation and amendments of some articles of the Constitu-
tion, with the obvious intention of quieting the minds of 
the good people of these United States, will come before 
you and claim a dispassionate consideration. Whatever 
may not be deemed incompatible with the fundamental 
principles of a free and efficient government ought to be 
done for the accomplishment of so desirable an object.

The reasonings which have been used, to

prove that amendments could never take place after this 
Constitution should be adopted, I must avow, have not 
appeared conclusive to me. I could not understand, by 
any mathematical analogy, why the whole number of 
States in the Union should be more likely to concur in any
proposed amendment, than three fourths of that number: 
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before the adoption, the concurrence of the former was 
necessary for effecting this measure—since the adoption,
only the latter. Here I will not presume to dictate as to the
time, when it may be most expedient to attempt to re-
move all the redundancies or supply all the defects, 
which shall be discovered in this complicated machine. I 
will barely suggest, whether it would not be the part of 
prudent men to observe it fully in movement, before they 
undertook to make such alterations, as might prevent a 
fair experiment of its effects? And whether, in the mean-
time, it may not be practicable for this Congress (if their 
proceedings shall meet with the approbation of three 
fourths of the Legislatures) in such manner to secure to 
the people all their justly esteemed privileges as shall 
produce extensive satisfaction?

The complete organization of the Judicial Department 
was left by the Constitution to the ulterior arrangement of 
Congress. You will be pleased therefore to let a supreme 
regard for equal justice and the inherent rights of the citi-
zens be visible in all your proceedings on that important 
subject.

I have a confident reliance that your wisdom and patrio-
tism will be exerted to raise the supplies for discharging 
the interest on the national debt and for supporting the 
government during the current year, in a manner as little 
burdensome to the people as possible. The necessary 
estimates will be laid before you. A general, moderate 
Impost upon imports; together with a higher tax upon cer-
tain enumerated articles, will, undoubtedly, occur to you 
in the course.

It might naturally be supposed that I should not silently 
pass by the subject of our defense. After excepting the 
unprovoked hostility committed against us by one of the 
Powers of Barbary, we are now at peace with all the na-
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tions of the globe. Separated as we are from them, by in-
tervening Oceans, an exemption from the burden of 
maintaining numerous fleets and Armies must ever be 
considered as a singular felicity in our National lot. It will 
be in our choice to train our youths to such industrious 
and hardy professions as that they may grow into an un-
conquerable force, without our being obliged to draw un-
profitable Drones from the hive of Industry. As our people
have a natural genius for Naval affairs and as our materi-
als for navigation are ample; if we give due encourage-
ment to the fisheries and the carrying trade, we shall pos-
sess such a nursery of Seamen and such skill in maritime
operations as to enable us to create a navy almost in a 
moment. But it will be wise to anticipate events and to lay
a foundation in time. Whenever the circumstances will 
permit, a grand provision of war like stores, arsenals and 
dock-yards ought to be made.

As to any invasion that might be meditated by foreigners 
against us on the land, I will only say, that, if the Mighty 
Nation with which we lately contended could not bring us 
under the yoke, no nation on the face of the earth can 
ever effect it; while we shall remain United and faithful to 
ourselves. A well organised Militia would constitute a 
strong defence [degree]; of course, your most serious at-
tention will be turned to such an establishment. In your 
recess, it will give me pleasure, by making such reviews, 
as opportunities may allow, to attempt to revive the an-
cient military spirit. During the present impoverished state
of our Finances I would not wish to see any expense in-
curred by augmenting our regular

on the one hand and an unalterable habit of error on the 
other, are points in policy equally desirable; though, I be-
lieve, a power to effect them never before existed. 
Whether the Constitutional door that is opened for 
amendments is ours, be not the wisest and apparently 
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the happiest expedient that has ever been suggested by 
human prudence I leave to every unprejudiced mind to 
determine.

Under these circumstances I conclude it has been the 
part of wisdom to ad[vise] it. I pretend to no unusual fore-
sight into futurity, and therefore cannot undertake to de-
cide, with certainty, what may be its ultimate fate. If a 
promised good should terminate in an unexpected evil, it 
would not be a solitary example of disappointment in this 
mutable state of existence. If the blessings of Heaven 
showered thick around us should be spilled on the 
ground or converted to curses, through the fault of those 
for whom they were intended, it would not be the first in-
stance of folly or perverseness in short-sighted mortals. 
The blessed Religion revealed in the word of God will re-
main an eternal and awful monument to prove that the 
best Institutions may be abused by human depravity; and
that they may even, in some instances be made sub-
servient to the vilest purposes. Should, hereafter, those 
who are entrusted with the management of this govern-
ment, incited by the lust of power and prompted by the 
Supineness or venality of their Constituents, overleap the
known barriers of this Constitution and violate the un-
alienable rights of humanity: it will only serve to shew, 
that no compact among men (however provident in its 
construction and sacred in its ratification) can be pro-
nounced everlasting and inviolable, and if I may so ex-
press myself, that no Wall of words, that no mound of 
parchm[en]t can be so formed as to stand against the 
sweeping torrent of boundless ambition on the one side, 
aided by the sapping current of corrupted morals on the 
other. But

been happily diffused or fostered among them
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of the soil and the Sea, for the wares and merchandize of
other Nations is open to all. Notwithstanding the embar-
rassments under which our trade has hitherto laboured, 
since the peace, the enterprising spirit of our citizens has 
steered our vessels to almost every region of the known 
world. In some distant and heretofore unfrequented coun-
tries, our new Constellation has been received with to-
kens of uncommon regard. An energetic government will 
give to our flag still greater respect: While a sense of re-
ciprocal benefits will serve to connect us with the rest of 
mankind in stricter ties of amity. But an external com-
merce is more in our power; and may be of more impor-
tance. The surplus of produce in one part of the United 
States, will, in many instances, be wanted in another. An 
intercourse of this kind is well calculated to multiply 
Sailors, exterminate prejudices, diffuse blessings, and in-
crease the friendship of the inhabitants of one State for 
those of another. While the [the] individual States shall be
occupied in facilitating the means of transportation, by 
opening canals and improving roads, you will not forget 
that the purposes of business and Society may be vastly 
promoted by giving cheapness, dispatch and security to 
communications through the regular Posts. I need not 
say how satisfactory it would be, to gratify the useful cu-
riosity of our citizens by the conveyance of News Papers 
and periodical Publications in the public vehicles without 
expense.

Notwithstanding the rapid growth of our population, from 
the facility of obtaining subsistence, as well as from the 
accession of strangers, yet we shall not soon become a 
manufacturing people. Because men are ever better 
pleased with labouring on their farms, than in their work-
shops. Even the mechanics who come from Europe, as 
soon as they can procure a little land of their own, com-
monly turn Cultivators. Hence it will be found more bene-
ficial, I believe, to continue to exchange our Staple com-
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modities for the finer manufactures we may want, than to 
undertake to make them ourselves. Many articles how-
ever, in wool, flax, cotton, and hemp; and all in leather, 
iron, fur and wood may be fabricated at home with great 
advantage. If the quantity of wool, flax, cotton and hemp 
should be increased to ten-fold its present amount (as it 
easily could be) I apprehend the whole might in a short 
time be manufactured. Especially by the introduction of 
machines for multiplying the effects of labor, in diminish-
ing the number of hands employed upon it. But it will rest 
with you to investigate what proficiency we are capable of
making in manufactures, and what encouragement 
should be given to particular branches of them. In almost 
every house, much Spinning might be done by hands 
which otherwise would be in a manner idle.

It remains for you to make, out of a Country poor in the 
precious metals and comparatively thin of inhabitants a 
flourishing State. But here it is particularly incumbent on 
me to express my idea of a flourishing state with preci-
sion; and to distinguish between happiness and splen-
dour. The people of this Country may doubtless enjoy all 
the great blessings of the social State: and yet United 
America may not for a long time to come make a brilliant 
figure as a nation, among the nations of the earth. Should
this be the case, and should the people be actuated by 
principles of true magnanimity, they will not suffer their 
ambition to be awakened. They should guard against am-
bition as against their greatest enemy. We should not, in 
imitation of some nations which have been celebrated for
a false kind of patriotism, wish to aggrandize our own Re-
public at the expense of the freedom and happiness of 
the rest of mankind. The prospect that the Americans will 
not act upon so narrow a scale affords the most comfort-
able reflections to [in] a benevolent mind. As their re-
moteness from other nations in a manner precludes them
from foreign quarrels: so their extent of territory and grad-
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ual settlement, will enable them to maintain something 
like a war of posts, against the invasion of luxury, dissipa-
tion, and corruption. For after the larger cities and old es-
tablishments on the borders of the Atlantic, shall, in the 
progress of time, have fallen a prey to those Invaders; 
the Western States will probably long retain their 
primeval simplicity of manners and incorruptible love of 
liberty. May we not reasonably expect, that, by those 
manners and this patriotism, uncommon prosperity will 
be entailed on the civil institutions of the American world?
And may you not console yourselves for any irksome cir-
cumstances which shall occur in the performance of your 
task, with the pleasing consideration, that you are now 
employed in laying the foundation of that durable pros-
perity?

when they shall witness the return of more prosperous 
times. I feel the consolatory joys of futurity in contemplat-
ing the immense deserts, yet untrodden by the foot of 
man, soon to become fair as the garden of God, soon to 
be animated by the activity of multitudes & soon to be 
made vocal with the praises of the Most High. Can it be 
imagined that so many peculiar advantages, of soil & of 
climate, for agriculture & for navigation were lavished in 
vain—or that this Continent was not created and re-
served so long undiscovered as a Theatre, for those glo-
rious displays of Divine Munificence, the salutary conse-
quences of which shall flow to another Hemisphere & ex-
tend through the interminable series of ages? Should not 
our Souls exult in the prospect? Though I shall not sur-
vive to perceive with these bodily senses, but a small 
portion of the blessed effects which our Revolution will 
occasion in the rest of the world; yet I enjoy the progress 
of human society & human happiness in anticipation. I re-
joice in a belief that intellectual light will spring up in the 
dark corners of the earth; that freedom of enquiry will pro-
duce liberality of conduct; that mankind will reverse the 
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absurd position that the many were, made for the few, 
and that they will not continue slaves in one part of the 
globe, when they can become freemen in another.

Thus I have explained the general impressions under 
which I have acted: omitting to mention until the last, a 
principal reason which induced my acceptance. After a 
consciousness that all is right within and an humble hope
of approbation in Heaven—nothing can, assuredly, be so 
grateful to a virtuous man as the good opinion of his fel-
low citizens Tho’ the partiality of mine led them to con-
sider my holding the Chief Magistracy as a matter of in-
finitely more consequence than it really is; yet my accep-
tance must be ascribed rather to an honest willingness to
satisfy that partiality, than to an overweening presump-
tion upon my own capacity. Whenever a government is to
be instituted or changed by Consent of the people, confi-
dence in the person placed at the head of it, is, perhaps, 
more peculiarly necessary

rest, neither life or reputation has been accounted dear in
my sight. And, from the bottom of my Soul, I know, that 
my motives on no [on] former occasion were more inno-
cent than in the present instance. At my time of life and in
my situation I will not suppose that many moments need

situation could be so agreeable to me as the condition of 
a private citizen. I solemnly assert and appeal to the 
searcher of hearts to witness the truth of it, that my leav-
ing home to take upon myself the execution of this Office 
was the greatest personal sa

crifice I have ever, in the course of my existence, been 
called upon to make. Altho’ when the last war had be-
come inevitable, I heartily concurred in the measures to
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I have now again given way to my feelings, in speaking 
without reserve, according the my best judgment, the 
words of soberness and affection. If anything in disre-
spect or foreign to the occasion has been spoken, your 
candour, I am convinced will not impute it to an unworthy 
motive. I come now to a conclusion by addressing my 
humble petition to the

which will conduce to their temporal & eternal peace—I 
most earnestly supplicate that Almighty God, to whose 
holy keeping I commend my dearest country, will never 
suffer so fair an inheritance to become a prey to [Anar-]

to all the protection & emoluments of the general govern-
ment—I wish that every unkind distinction may be entirely
done away; and that the word, once used to signify oppo-
sition to a federal government, may be consigned to eter-
nal oblivion.—But let antirepublican

While others in their political conduct shall demean them-
selves as [or] may seem [ ] to them, let us be honest. Let 
us be firm. Let us advance directly forward in the path of 
our duty. Should the path at first prove intricate and 
thorny, it will grow plain and smooth as we go. In public 
as in private life, let the eternal line that separates right 
from wrong, be the fence to
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Circular to State GovernmentsCircular to State Governments

George Washington

June 8, 1783

Sir: The great object for which I had the honor to hold an 
appointment in the Service of my Country, being accom-
plished, I am now preparing to resign it into the hands of 
Congress, and to return to that domestic retirement, 
which, it is well known, I left with the greatest reluctance, 
a Retirement, for which I have never ceased to sigh 
through a long and painful absence, and in which (remote
from the noise and trouble of the World) I meditate to 
pass the remainder of life in a state of undisturbed re-
pose; But before I carry this resolution into effect, I think it
a duty incumbent on me, to make this my last official 
communication, to congratulate you on the glorious 
events which Heaven has been pleased to produce in our
favor, to offer my sentiments respecting some important 
subjects, which appear to me, to be intimately connected 
with the tranquility of the United States, to take my leave 
of your Excellency as a public Character, and to give my 
final blessing to that Country, in whose service I have 
spent the prime of my life, for whose sake I have con-
sumed so many anxious days and watchfull nights, and 
whose happiness being extremely dear to me, will always
constitute no inconsiderable part of my own.

Impressed with the liveliest sensibility on this pleasing oc-
casion, I will claim the indulgence of dilating the more co-
piously on the subjects of our mutual felicitation. When 
we consider the magnitude of the prize we contended for,
the doubtful nature of the contest, and the favorable man-
ner in which it has terminated, we shall find the greatest 
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possible reason for gratitude and rejoicing; this is a 
theme that will afford infinite delight to every benevolent 
and liberal mind, whether the event in contemplation, be 
considered as the source of present enjoyment or the 
parent of future happiness; and we shall have equal oc-
casion to felicitate ourselves on the lot which Providence 
has assigned us, whether we view it in a natural, a politi-
cal or moral point of light.

The Citizens of America, placed in the most enviable 
condition, as the sole Lords and Proprietors of a vast 
Tract of Continent, comprehending all the various soils 
and climates of the World, and abounding with all the 
necessaries and conveniencies of life, are now by the 
late satisfactory pacification, acknowledged to be pos-
sessed of absolute freedom and Independency; They 
are, from this period, to be considered as the Actors on a 
most conspicuous Theatre, which seems to be peculiarly 
designated by Providence for the display of human great-
ness and felicity; Here, they are not only surrounded with 
every thing which can contribute to the completion of pri-
vate and domestic enjoyment, but Heaven has crowned 
all its other blessings, by giving a fairer oppertunity for 
political happiness, than any other Nation has ever been 
favored with. Nothing can illustrate these observations 
more forcibly, than a recollection of the happy conjunc-
ture of times and circumstances, under which our Repub-
lic assumed its rank among the Nations; The foundation 
of our Empire was not laid in the gloomy age of Igno-
rance and Superstition, but at an Epocha when the rights 
of mankind were better understood and more clearly de-
fined, than at any former period, the researches of the 
human mind, after social happiness, have been carried to
a great extent, the Treasures of knowledge, acquired by 
the labours of Philosophers, Sages and Legislatures, 
through a long succession of years, are laid open for our 
use, and their collected wisdom may be happily applied 
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in the Establishment of our forms of Government; the free
cultivation of Letters, the unbounded extension of Com-
merce, the progressive refinement of Manners, the grow-
ing liberality of sentiment, and above all, the pure and be-
nign light of Revelation, have had a meliorating influence 
on mankind and increased the blessings of Society. At 
this auspicious period, the United States came into exis-
tence as a Nation, and if their Citizens should not be 
completely free and happy, the fault will be intirely their 
own.

Such is our situation, and such are our prospects: but 
notwithstanding the cup of blessing is thus reached out to
us, notwithstanding happiness is ours, if we have a dis-
position to seize the occasion and make it our own; yet, it
appears to me there is an option still left to the United 
States of America, that it is in their choice, and depends 
upon their conduct, whether they will be respectable and 
prosperous, or contemptable and miserable as a Nation; 
This is the time of their political probation, this is the mo-
ment when the eyes of the whole World are turned upon 
them, this is the moment to establish or ruin their national
Character forever, this is the favorable moment to give 
such a tone to our Federal Government, as will enable it 
to answer the ends of its institution, or this may be the ill-
fated moment for relaxing the powers of the Union, anni-
hilating the cement of the Confederation, and exposing 
us to become the sport of European politics, which may 
play one State against another to prevent their growing 
importance, and to serve their own interested purposes. 
For, according to the system of Policy the States shall 
adopt at this moment, they will stand or fall, and by their 
confirmation or lapse, it is yet to be decided, whether the 
Revolution must ultimately be considered as a blessing 
or a curse: a blessing or a curse, not to the present age 
alone, for with our fate will the destiny of unborn Millions 
be involved.
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With this conviction of the importance of the present Cri-
sis, silence in me would be a crime; I will therefore speak 
to your Excellency, the language of freedom and of sin-
cerity, without disguise; I am aware, however, that those 
who differ from me in political sentiment, may perhaps re-
mark, I am stepping out of the proper line of my duty, and
they may possibly ascribe to arrogance or ostentation, 
what I know is alone the result of the purest intention, but
the rectitude of my own heart, which disdains such un-
worthy motives, the part I have hitherto acted in life, the 
determination I have formed, of not taking any share in 
public business hereafter, the ardent desire, I feel, and 
shall continue to manifest, of quietly enjoying in, private 
life, after all the toils of War, the benefits of a wise and 
liberal Government, will, I flatter myself, sooner or later 
convince my countrymen, that I could have no sinister 
views in delivering with so little reserve, the opinions con-
tained in this Address.

There are four things, which I humbly conceive, are es-
sential to the well being, I may even venture to say, to the
existence of the United States as an Independent Power:

1st. An indissoluble Union of the States under one Fed-
eral Head.

2dly. A Sacred regard to Public Justice.

3dly. The adoption of a proper Peace Establishment, and

4thly. The prevalence of that pacific and friendly Disposi-
tion, among the People of the United States, which will 
induce them to forget their local prejudices and policies, 
to make those mutual concessions which are requisite to 
the general prosperity, and in some instances, to sacri-
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fice their individual advantages to the interest of the 
Community.

These are the Pillars on which the glorious Fabrick of our
Independency and National Character must be sup-
ported; Liberty is the Basis, and whoever would dare to 
sap the foundation, or overturn the Structure, under what-
ever specious pretexts he may attempt it, will merit the 
bitterest execration, and the severest punishment which 
can be inflicted by his injured Country.

On the three first Articles I will make a few observations, 
leaving the last to the good sense and serious considera-
tion of those immediately concerned.

Under the first head, altho' it may not be necessary or 
proper for me in this place to enter into a particular dis-
quisition of the principles of the Union, and to take up the 
great question which has been frequently agitated, 
whether it be expedient and requisite for the States to 
delegate a larger proportion of power to Congress, or not,
Yet it will be a part of my duty, and that of every true Pa-
triot, to assert without reserve, and to insist upon the fol-
lowing positions, That unless the States will suffer Con-
gress to exercise those prerogatives, they are undoubt-
edly invested with by the Constitution, every thing must 
very rapidly tend to Anarchy and confusion, That it is in-
dispensable to the happiness of the individual States, 
that there should be lodged somewhere, a Supreme 
Power to regulate and govern the general concerns of 
the Confederated Republic, without which the Union can-
not be of long duration. That there must be a faithfull and 
pointed compliance on the part of every State, with the 
late proposals and demands of Congress, or the most fa-
tal consequences will ensue, That whatever measures 
have a tendency to dissolve the Union, or contribute to vi-
olate or lessen the Sovereign Authority, ought to be con-
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sidered as hostile to the Liberty and Independency of 
America, and the Authors of them treated accordingly, 
and lastly, that unless we can be enabled by the concur-
rence of the States, to participate of the fruits of the Rev-
olution, and enjoy the essential benefits of Civil Society, 
under a form of Government so free and uncorrupted, so 
happily guarded against the danger of oppression, as has
been devised and adopted by the Articles of Confedera-
tion, it will be a subject of regret, that so much blood and 
treasure have been lavished for no purpose, that so 
many sufferings have been encountered without a com-
pensation, and that so many sacrifices have been made 
in vain. Many other considerations might here be ad-
duced to prove, that without an entire conformity to the 
Spirit of the Union, we cannot exist as an Independent 
Power; it will be sufficient for my purpose to mention but 
one or two which seem to me of the greatest importance. 
It is only in our united Character as an Empire, that our 
Independence is acknowledged, that our power can be 
regarded, or our Credit supported among Foreign Na-
tions. The Treaties of the European Powers with the 
United States of America, will have no validity on a disso-
lution of the Union. We shall be left nearly in a state of 
Nature, or we may find by our own unhappy experience, 
that there is a natural and necessary progression, from 
the extreme of anarchy to the extreme of Tyranny; and 
that arbitrary power is most easily established on the ru-
ins of Liberty abused to licentiousness.

As to the second Article, which respects the performance
of Public Justice, Congress have, in their late Address to 
the United States, almost exhausted the subject, they 
have explained their Ideas so fully, and have enforced 
the obligations the States are under, to render compleat 
justice to all the Public Creditors, with so much dignity 
and energy, that in my opinion, no real friend to the honor
and Independency of America, can hesitate a single mo-
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ment respecting the propriety of complying with the just 
and honorable measures proposed; if their Arguments do
not produce conviction, I know of nothing that will have 
greater influence; especially when we recollect that the 
System referred to, being the result of collected Wisdom 
of the Continent, must be esteemed, if not perfect, cer-
tainly the least objectionable of any that could be de-
vised; and that if it shall not be carried into immediate ex-
ecution, a National Bankruptcy, with all its deplorable 
consequences will take place, before any different Plan 
can possibly be proposed and adopted; So pressing are 
the present circumstances! and such is the alternative 
now offered to the States!

The ability of the Country to discharge the debts which 
have been incurred in its defence, is not to be doubted, 
an inclination, I flatter myself, will not be wanting, the 
path of our duty is plain before us, honesty will be found 
on every experiment, to be the best and only true policy, 
let us then as a Nation be just, let us fulfil the public Con-
tracts, which Congress had undoubtedly a right to make 
for the purpose of carrying on the War, with the same 
good faith we suppose ourselves bound to perform our 
private engagements; in the mean time, let an attention 
to the chearfull performance of their proper business, as 
Individuals, and as members of Society, be earnestly in-
culcated on the Citizens of America, that will they 
strengthen the hands of Government, and be happy un-
der its protection: every one will reap the fruit of his 
labours, every one will enjoy his own acquisitions without 
molestation and without danger.

In this state of absolute freedom and perfect security, 
who will grudge to yield a very little of his property to sup-
port the common interest of Society, and insure the pro-
tection of Government? Who does not remember, the fre-
quent declarations, at the commencement of the War, 
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that we should be compleatly satisfied, if at the expence 
of one half, we could defend the remainder of our pos-
sessions? Where is the Man to be found, who wishes to 
remain indebted, for the defence of his own person and 
property, to the exertions, the bravery, and the blood of 
others, without making one generous effort to repay the 
debt of honor and of gratitude? In what part of the Conti-
nent shall we find any Man, or body of Men, who would 
not blush to stand up and propose measures, purposely 
calculated to rob the Soldier of his Stipend, and the Pub-
lic Creditor of his due? and were it possible that such a 
flagrant instance of Injustice could ever happen, would it 
not excite the general indignation, and tend to bring 
down, upon the Authors of such measures, the aggra-
vated vengeance of Heaven?

If after all, a spirit of disunion or a temper of obstinacy 
and perverseness , should manifest itself in any of the 
States, if such an ungracious disposition should attempt 
to frustrate all the happy effects that might be expected to
flow from the Union, if there should be a refusal to com-
ply with the requisitions for Funds to discharge the an-
nual interest of the public debts, and if that refusal should
revive again all those jealousies and produce all those 
evils, which are now happily removed, Congress, who 
have in all their Transaction shewn a great degree of 
magnanimity and justice, will stand justified in the sight of
God and Man, and the State alone which puts itself in op-
position to the aggregate Wisdom of the Continent, and 
follows such mistaken and pernicious Councils, will be re-
sponsible for all the consequences.

For my own part, conscious of having acted while a Ser-
vant of the public, in the manner I conceived best suited 
to promote the real interests of my Country; having in 
consequence of my fixed belief in some measure 
pledged myself to the Army, that their Country would fi-
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nally do them compleat and ample Justice; and not wish-
ing to conceal any instance of my official conduct from 
the eyes of the World, I have thought proper to transmit 
to your Excellency the inclosed collection of Papers, rela-
tive to the half pay and commutation granted by Con-
gress to the Officers of the Army; From these communi-
cations, my decided sentiment will be clearly compre-
hended, together with the conclusive reasons which in-
duced me, at an early period, to recommend the adoption
of the measure, in the most earnest and serious manner. 
As the proceedings of Congress, the Army, and myself 
are open to all, and contain in my opinion, sufficient infor-
mation to remove the prejudices and errors which may 
have been entertained by any; I think it unnecessary to 
say any thing more, than just to observe, that the Resolu-
tions of Congress, now alluded to, are undoubtedly as 
absolutely binding upon the United States, as the most 
solemn Acts of Confederation or Legislation. As to the 
Idea, which I am informed has in some in-stances pre-
vailed, that the half pay and commutation are to be re-
garded merely in the odious light of a Pension, it ought to
be exploded forever; that Provision, should be viewed as 
it really was, a reasonable compensation offered by Con-
gress, at a time when they had nothing else to give, to 
the Officers of the Army, for services then to be per-
formed. It was the only means to prevent a total derelic-
tion of the Service, It was a part of their hire, I may be al-
lowed to say, it was the price of their blood and of your 
Independency, it is therefore more than a common debt, 
it is a debt of honour, it can never be considered as a 
Pension or gratuity, nor be cancelled until it is fairly dis-
charged.

With regard to a distinction between Officers and Sol-
diers, it is sufficient that the uniform experience of every 
Nation of the World, combined with our own, proves the 
utility and propriety of the discrimination. Rewards in pro-
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portion to the aids the public derives from them, are un-
questionably due to all its Servants; In some Lines, the 
Soldiers have perhaps generally had as ample a com-
pensation for their Services, by the large Bounties which 
have been paid to them, as their Officers will receive in 
the proposed Commutation, in others, if besides the do-
nation of Lands, the payment of Arrearages of Cloathing 
and Wages (in which Articles all the component parts of 
the Army must be put upon the same footing) we take 
into the estimate, the Bounties many of the Soldiers have
received and the gratuity of one Year's full pay, which is 
promised to all, possibly their situation (every circum-
stance being duly considered) will not be deemed less el-
igible than that of the Officers. Should a farther reward, 
however, be judged equitable, I will venture to assert, no 
one will enjoy greater satisfaction than myself, on seeing 
an exemption from Taxes for a limited time, (which has 
been petitioned for in some instances) or any other ade-
quate immunity or compensation, granted to the brave 
defenders of their Country's Cause; but neither the adop-
tion or rejection of this proposition will in any manner af-
fect, much less militate against, the Act of Congress, by 
which they have offered five years full pay, in lieu of the 
half pay for life, which had been before promised to the 
officers of the Army.

Before I conclude the subject of public justice, I cannot 
omit to mention the obligations this Country is under, to 
that meritorious Class of veteran Non-commissioned Offi-
cers and Privates, who have been discharged for inabil-
ity, in consequence of the Resolution of Congress of the 
23d of April 1782, on an annual pension for life, their pe-
culiar sufferings, their singular merits and claims to that 
provision need only be known, to interest all the feelings 
of humanity in their behalf: nothing but a punctual pay-
ment of their annual allowance can rescue them from the 
most complicated misery, and nothing could be a more 
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melancholy and distressing sight, than to behold those 
who have shed their blood or lost their limbs in the ser-
vice of their Country, without a shelter, without a friend, 
and without the means of obtaining any of the neces-
saries or comforts of Life; compelled to beg their daily 
bread from door to door! suffer me to recommend those 
of this description, belonging to your State, to the warm-
est patronage of your Excellency and your Legislature.

It is necessary to say but a few words on the third topic 
which was proposed, and which regards particularly the 
defence of the Republic, As there can be little doubt but 
Congress will recommend a proper Peace Establishment 
for the United States, in which a due attention will be paid
to the importance of placing the Militia of the Union upon 
a regular and respectable footing; If this should be the 
case, I would beg leave to urge the great advantage of it 
in the strongest terms. The Militia of this Country must be
considered as the Palladium of our security, and the first 
effectual resort in case of hostility; It is essential there-
fore, that the same system should pervade the whole; 
that the formation and discipline of the Militia of the Conti-
nent should be absolutely uniform, and that the same 
species of Arms, Accoutrements and Military Apparatus, 
should be introduced in every part of the United States; 
No one, who has not learned it from experience, can con-
ceive the difficulty, expence, and confusion which result 
from a contrary system, or the vague Arrangements 
which have hitherto prevailed.

If in treating of political points, a greater latitude than 
usual has been taken in the course of this Address, the 
importance of the Crisis, and the magnitude of the ob-
jects in discussion, must be my apology: It is, however, 
neither my wish or expectation, that the preceding obser-
vations should claim any regard, except so far as they 
shall appear to be dictated by a good intention, conso-
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nant to the immutable rules of Justice; calculated to pro-
duce a liberal system of policy, and founded on whatever 
experience may have been acquired by a long and close 
attention to public business. Here I might speak with the 
more confidence from my actual observations, and, if it 
would not swell this Letter (already too prolix) beyond the
bounds I had prescribed myself: I could demonstrate to 
every mind open to conviction, that in less time and with 
much less expence than has been incurred, the War 
might have been brought to the same happy conclusion, 
if the resourses of the Continent could have been prop-
erly drawn forth, that the distresses and disappointments 
which have very often occurred, have in too many in-
stances, resulted more from a want of energy, in the 
Continental Government, than a deficiency of means in 
the particular States. That the inefficiency of measures, 
arising from the want of an adequate authority in the 
Supreme Power, from a partial compliance with the Req-
uisitions of Congress in some of the States, and from a 
failure of punctuality in others, while it tended to damp 
the zeal of those which were more willing to exert them-
selves; served also to accumulate the expences of the 
War, and to frustrate the best concerted Plans, and that 
the discouragement occasioned by the complicated diffi-
culties and embarrassments, in which our affairs were, by
this means involved, would have long ago produced the 
dissolution of any Army, less patient, less virtuous and 
less persevering, than that which I have had the honor to 
command. But while I mention these things, which are 
notorious facts, as the defects of our Federal Constitu-
tion, particularly in the prosecution of a War, I beg it may 
be understood, that as I have ever taken a pleasure in 
gratefully acknowledging the assistance and support I 
have derived from every Class of Citizens, so shall I al-
ways be happy to do justice to the unparalleled exertion 
of the individual States, on many interesting occasions.
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I have thus freely disclosed what I wished to make 
known, before I surrendered up my Public trust to those 
who committed it to me, the task is now accomplished, I 
now bid adieu to your Excellency as the Chief Magistrate 
of your State, at the same time I bid a last farewell to the 
cares of Office, and all the employments of public life.

It remains then to be my final and only request, that your 
Excellency will communicate these sentiments to your 
Legislature at their next meeting, and that they may be 
considered as the Legacy of One, who has ardently 
wished, on all occasions, to be useful to his Country, and 
who, even in the shade of Retirement, will not fail to im-
plore the divine benediction upon it.

I now make it my earnest prayer, that God would have 
you, and the State over which you preside, in his holy 
protection, that he would incline the hearts of the Citizens
to cultivate a spirit of subordination and obedience to 
Government, to entertain a brotherly affection and love 
for one another, for their fellow Citizens of the United 
States at large, and particularly for their brethren who 
have served in the Field, and finally, that he would most 
graciously be pleased to dispose us all, to do Justice, to 
love mercy, and to demean ourselves with that Charity, 
humility and pacific temper of mind, which were the Char-
acteristics of the Divine Author of our blessed Religion, 
and without an humble imitation of whose example in 
these things, we can never hope to be a happy Nation.
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First Annual Message to CongressFirst Annual Message to Congress

8 January 1790, New York City
Federal Hall, Wall & Broad Streets

Fellow Citizens of the Senate, and House of
Representatives.

I embrace with great satisfaction the opportunity, which 
now presents itself, of congratulating you on the present 
favourable prospects of our public affairs. The recent ac-
cession of the important state of north Carolina to the 
Constitution of the United States (of which official infor-
mation has been received)--the rising credit and re-
spectability of our Country--the general and increasing 
good will towards the Government of the Union--and the 
concord, peace and plenty, with which we are blessed, 
are circumstances, auspicious in an eminent degree to 
our national prosperity.

In resuming your consultations for the general good, you 
cannot but derive encouragement from the reflection, that
the measures of the last Session have been as satisfac-
tory to your Constituents, as the novelty and difficulty of 
the work allowed you to hope. Still further to realize their 
expectations, and to secure the blessings which a Gra-
cious Providence has placed within our reach, will in the 
course of the present important Session, call for the cool 
and deliberate exertion of your patriotism, firmness and 
wisdom.

Among the many interesting objects, which will engage 
your attention, that of providing for the common defence 
will merit particular regard. To be prepared for war is one 
of the most effectual means of preserving peace.
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A free people ought not only to be armed, but disciplined;
to which end a Uniform and well digested plan is requi-
site: And their safety and interest require that they should
promote such manufactories, as tend to render them in-
dependent others, for essential, particularly for military 
supplies.

The proper establishment of the Troops which may be 
deemed indispensible, will be entitled to mature consider-
ation. In the arrangements which may be made respect-
ing it, it will be of importance to conciliate the comfortable
support of the Officers and Soldiers with a due regard to 
oeconomy.

There was reason to hope, that the pacific measures 
adopted with regard to certain hostile tribes of Indians 
would have relieved the inhabitants of our Southern and 
Western frontiers from their depredations. But you will 
percieve, from the information contained in the papers, 
which I shall direct to be laid before you (comprehending 
a communication from the Commonwealth of Virginia) 
that we ought to be prepared to afford protection to those
parts of the Union; and, if necessary, to punish aggres-
sors.

The interests of the United States require, that our inter-
course with other nations should be facilitated by such 
provisions as will enable me to fulfill my duty in that re-
spect, in the manner, which circumstances may render 
most conducive to the public good: And to this end, that 
the compensation to be made to the persons, who may 
be employed, should, according to the nature of their ap-
pointments, be defined by law; and a competent fund 
designated for defraying the expenses incident to the 
conduct of foreign affairs.

138

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1502516136


Order Paperback on Amazon

Various considerations also render it expedient, that the 
terms on which foreigners may be admitted to the rights 
of Citizens, should be speedily ascertained by a uniform 
rule of naturalization.

Uniformity in the Currency, Weights and Measures of the 
United States is an object of great importance, and will, I 
am persuaded, be duly attended to.

The advancement of Agriculture, commerce, and Manu-
factures by all proper means, will not, I trust, need recom-
mendation. But I cannot forbear intimating to you the ex-
pediency of giving effectual encouragement as well to the
introduction of new and useful inventions from abroad, as
to the exertions of skill and genius in producing them at 
home; and of facilitating the intercourse between the dis-
tant parts of our Country by a due attention to the Post-
Office and Post Roads.

Nor am I less persuaded, that you will agree with me in 
opinion, that there is nothing, which can better deserve 
your patrionage, than the promotion of Science and Liter-
ature. Knowledge is in every Country the surest basis of 
public happiness. In one, in which the measures of Gov-
ernment recieve their impression so immediately from the
sense of the Community as in our's, it is proportionably 
essential. To the security of a free Constitution it contrib-
utes in various ways: By convincing those, who are en-
trusted with the public administration, that every valuable 
end of Government is best answered by the enlightened 
confidence of the people: And by teaching the people 
themselves to know and to value their own rights; to dis-
cern and provide against invasions of them; to distinguish
between oppression and the necessary exercise of lawful
authority; between burthens proceeding from a disregard 
to their convenience and those resulting from the in-
evitable exigencies of Society; to discriminate the spirit of
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liberty from that of licentiousness, cherishing the first, 
avoiding the last, and uniting a speedy, but temperate 
vigilence against encroachments, with an inviolable re-
spect to the laws.

Whether this desirable object will be best promoted by af-
fording aids to Seminaries of Learning already estab-
lished--by the institution of a national University--or by 
any other expedients will be well worthy of a place in the 
deliberations of the Legislature.

Gentlemen of the House of Representatives.

I saw with peculiar pleasure, at the close of the last Ses-
sion, the resolution entered into by you expressive of 
your opinion, that an adequate provision for the support 
of the public Credit is a matter of high importance to the 
national honor and prosperity. In this sentiment, I entirely 
concur. And to a perfect confidence in your best endeav-
ors to divise such a provision, as will be truly Consistent 
with the end, I add an equal reliance on the chearful co-
operation of the othe[r] branch of the Legislature. It would
be superfluous to specify inducements to a measure in 
which the character and permanent interests of the 
United States are so obviously and so deeply concerned;
and which has received so explicit a sanction from your 
declaration.

Gentlemen of the Senate and House of
Representatives.

I have directed the proper Officers to lay before you re-
spectively such papers and estimates as regard the af-
fairs particularly recommended to your consideration, and
necessary to convey to you that information of the state 
of the Union, which it is my duty to afford.
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The welfare of our Country is the great object to which 
our cares and efforts ought to be directed. And I shall de-
rive great satisfaction from a co-operation with you, in the
pleasing though arduous task of ensuring to our fellow 
Citizens the blessings, which they have a right to expect, 
from a free, efficient, and equal Government.

Go: Washington

Congress's Reply to Washington's First Annual Mes-
sage

Senate Reply

We the Senate of the United States, return you our 
thanks for your speech delivered to both Houses of Con-
gress. The accession of the State of North-Carolina to 
the Constitution of the United States, gives us much plea-
sure; and we offer you our congratulations on that event, 
which at the same time adds strength to our Union, and 
affords a proof that the more the Constitution has been 
considered, the more the goodness of it has appeared.—
The information which we have received that the mea-
sures of the last session have been as satisfactory to our 
Constituents as we had reason to expect from the diffi-
culty of the work in which we were engaged, will afford us
much consolation, and encouragement in resuming our 
deliberations in the present session for the public good; 
and every exertion on our part shall be made to realize, 
and secure to our Country those blessings which a gra-
cious Providence has placed within her reach.—We are 
persuaded that one of the most effectual means of pre-
serving Peace, is to be prepared for War; and our atten-
tion shall be directed to the objects of common defence, 
and to the adoption of such plans as shall appear the 
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most likely to prevent our dependence on other Countries
for essential supplies.—In the arrangements to be made 
respecting the establishment of such Troops as may be 
deemed indispensable, we shall with pleasure provide for
the comfortable support of the officers, and soldiers, with 
a due regard to economy.—We regret that the pacific 
measures adopted by Government with regard to certain 
hostile tribes of Indians, have not been attended with the 
beneficial effects toward the inhabitants of our Southern 
and Western frontiers, which we had reason to hope; and
we shall cheerfully co-operate in providing the most ef-
fectual means for their protection; and if necesssary, for 
the punishment of aggressors.—The uniformity of the 
currency, and of weights and measures, the introduction 
of new, and useful inventions from abroad, and the exer-
tions of skill, and genius in producing them at home, the 
facilitating the communication between the distant parts 
of our country by means of the Post-Office, and Post 
Roads, a provision for the support of the department of 
foreign affairs, and a uniform rule of naturalization, by 
which Foreigners may be admitted to the rights of Citi-
zens, are objects which shall receive such early attention 
as their respective importance requires.—Literature and 
Science are essential to the preservation of a free Consti-
tution: The measures of Government should therefore be 
calculated to strengthen the confidence that is due to that
important truth.—Agriculture, Commerce and Manufac-
tures forming the basis of the wealth, and strength of our 
confederated Republic, must be the frequent subject of 
our deliberation; and shall be advanced by all proper 
means in our power.—Public credit being an object of 
great importance, we shall cheerfully co-operate in all 
proper measures for its support.—Proper attention shall 
be given to such papers and estimates as you may be 
pleased to hy before us.—Our cares and efforts shall be 
directed to the welfare of our Country; and we have the 
most perfect dependence upon your co-operating with us
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on all occasions in such measures as will insure to our 
fellow citizens, the blessings which they have a right to 
expect from a free, efficient, and equal government.

House of Representatives Reply

The Representatives of the people of the United States, 
have taken into consideration your Speech to both 
Houses of Congress at the opening of the present ses-
sion.

We reciprocate your congratulations on the accession of 
the State of North Carolina, an event, which, while it is a 
testimony of increasing good will towards the Govern-
ment of the Union, cannot fail to give additional dignity 
and strength to the American Republic, already rising in 
the estimation of the world in national character and re-
spectability.

The information that our measures of the last Session 
have not proved dis-satisfactory to our Constituents, af-
fords us much encouragement at this juncture when we 
are resuming the arduous task of legislating for so exten-
sive an empire.

Nothing can be more gratifying to the Representatives of 
a free people than the reflection that their labours are re-
warded by the approbation of their fellow citizens: Under 
this impression, we shall make every exertion to realize 
their expectations, and to secure to them those bless-
ings, which Providence has placed within their reach. Still
prompted by the same desire to promote their interests 
which then actuated us, we shall in the present Session 
diligently and anxiously pursue those measures, which 
shall appear to us conducive to that end.
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We concur with you in the sentiment that Agriculture, 
commerce and manufactures are entitled to legislative 
protection; and that the promotion of Science and litera-
ture will contribute to the security of a free government: in
the progress of our deliberations, we shall not lose sight 
of objects so worthy of our regard.

The various and weighty matters which you have judged 
necessary to recommend to our attention, appear to us 
essential to the tranquility and welfare of the Union, and 
claim our early and most serious consideration. We shall 
proceed without delay to bestow on them that calm dis-
cussion which their importance requires.

We regret that the pacific arrangements pursued with re-
gard to certain hostile tribes of Indians, have not been at-
tended with that success which we had reason to expect 
from them. We shall not hesitate to concur in such further
measures, as may best obviate any ill effects which might
be apprehended from the failure of those negotiations.

Your approbation of the vote of this House, at the last 
Session, respecting the provision for the public Creditors,
is very acceptable to us: the proper mode of carrying that
resolution into effect, being a subject in which the future 
character and happiness of these States are so deeply 
involved, will be among the first to deserve our attention.

The prosperity of the United States is the primary object 
of all our deliberations, and we cherish the reflection, that
every measure, which we may adopt for its advance-
ment, will not only receive your cheerful concurrence, but
will at the same time, derive from your co-operation, addi-
tional efficacy in ensuring to our fellow-citizens, the bless-
ings of a free, efficient and equal government.
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Second Annual Message to CongressSecond Annual Message to Congress

United States [New York] December 8th 1790

Fellow Citizens of the Senate, and House of
Representatives.

In meeting you again I feel much satisfaction in being 
able to repeat my congratulations on the favorable 
prospects which continue to distinguish our public affairs.
The abundant fruits of another year have blessed our 
Country with plenty, and with the means of a flourishing 
commerce. The progress of public credit is witnessed by 
a considerable rise of American Stock abroad as well as 
at home. And the revenues allotted for this and other na-
tional purposes, have been productive beyond the calcu-
lations by which they were regulated. This latter circum-
stance is the more pleasing as it is not only a proof of the
fertility of our resources, but as it assures us of a further 
increase of the national respectability and credit; and let 
me add, as it bears an honorable testimony to the patrio-
tism and integrity of the mercantile and marine part of our
citizens. The punctuality of the former in discharging their
engagements has been exemplary.

In conformity to the powers vested in me by Acts of the 
last Session, a loan of three Millions of florins, toward 
which some provisional measures had previously taken 
place, has been compleated in Holland. As well the celer-
ity with which it has been filled as the nature of the terms 
(considering the more than ordinary demand for borrow-
ing created by the situation of Europe) give a reasonable 
hope that the further execution of those powers may pro-
ceed with advantage and success. The Secretary of the 
Treasury has my direction to communicate such further 
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particulars as may be requisite for more precise informa-
tion.

Since your last Sessions I have received communications
by which it appears that the District of Kentucky, at 
present a part of Virginia, has concurred in certain propo-
sitions contained in a law of that State; in consequence of
which the District is to become a distinct member of the 
Union, in case the requisite sanction of Congress be 
added. For this sanction application is now made. I shall 
cause the papers on this very transaction to be laid be-
fore you. The liberality and harmony with which it has 
been conducted will be found to do great honor to both 
the parties; and the sentiments of warm attachment to 
the Union and its present Government expressed by our 
fellow citizens of Kentucky cannot fail to add an affection-
ate concern for their particular welfare to the great na-
tional impressions under which you will decide on the 
case submitted to you.

It has been heretofore known to Congress that frequent 
incursions have been made on our frontier settlements by
certain banditti of Indians from the North West side of the
Ohio. These with some of the tribes dwelling on and near
the Wabash have of late been particularly active in their 
depridations; and being emboldened by the impunity of 
their crimes, and aided by such parts of the Neighboring 
tribes as could be seduced to join in their hostilities or af-
ford them a retreat for their prisoners and plunder, they 
have, instead of listening to the humane invitations and 
overtures made on the part of the United States renewed 
their violences with fresh alacrity and greater effect. The 
lives of a number of valuable Citizens have thus been 
sacrificed, and some of them under circumstances pecu-
liarly shocking; whilst others have been carried into a de-
plorable captivity.
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These aggravated provocations renderd it essential to 
the safety of the Western settlements that the aggressors
should be made sensible that the Government of the 
Union is not less capable of punishing their crimes, than 
it is disposed to respect their rights and reward their at-
tachments. As this object could not be effected by defen-
sive measures it became necessary to put in force the 
Act which empowers the President to call out the Militia 
for the protection of the frontiers. And I have accordingly 
authoried an Expedition in which the regular troops in 
that quarter are combined with such draughts of Militia as
were deemed sufficient. The event of the measure is yet 
unknown to me--The Secretary of War is directed to lay 
before you a statement of the information on which it is 
founded, as well as an estimate of the expense with 
which it will be attended.

The disturbed situation of Europe, and particularly the 
critical posture of the great maritime powers, whilst it 
ought to make us the more thankful for the general peace
and security enjoyed by the United States reminds us at 
the sametime of the circumspection with which it be-
comes us to preserve these blessings. It requires also 
that we should not overlook the tendency of a War and 
even of preparations for a War, among the nations most 
concerned in active commerce with this Country, to 
abridge the means and thereby at least enhance the 
price of transporting its valuable productions to their 
proper markets. I recommend it to your serious reflec-
tions how far and in what mode, it may be expedient to 
guard against embarrassments from these contingencies,
by such encouragements to our own navigation as will 
render our commerce and agriculture less dependent on 
foreign Bottoms, which may fail us in the very moments 
most interesting to both of these great objects. Our fish-
eries and the transportation of our own produce offer us 
abundant means for guarding ourselves against this evil.
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Your attention seems to be not less due to that particular 
branch of our trade which belongs to the Mediterranian. 
So many circumstances unite in rendering the present 
state of it distressful to us, that you will not think any de-
liberations misemployed which may lead to its relief and 
protection.

The laws you have already passed for the establishment 
of a Judiciary system have opened the doors of Justice to
all descriptions of persons. You will consider, in your wis-
dom, whether improvements in that system may yet be 
made; and particularly whether an uniform process of Ex-
ecution on sentences issuing from the federal Courts be 
not desireable through all the States.

The patronage of our commerce, of our Merchants and 
Seamen, has called for the appointment of Consuls in 
foreign Countries. It seems expedient to regulate by law 
the exercise of that jurisdiction and those functions which
are permitted them, either by express Convention, or by 
a friendly indulgence in the places of their residence. The
Consular Convention too with His Most Christian Majesty 
has stipulated in certain cases, the aid of the national au-
thority to his Consuls established here. Some legislative 
provision is requisite to carry these stipulations into full 
effect.

The establishment of the militia of a mint of Standards of 
Weights and Measures of the Post Office and Post 
Roads are subjects which, I presume, you will resume of 
course, and which are abundantly urged by their own im-
portance.

Gentlemen of the House of Representatives.
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The sufficiency of the revenues you have established for 
the objects to which they are appropriated, leaves no 
doubt that the residuary provisions will be commensurate
to the other objects for which the public faith stands now 
pledged. Allow me moreover to hope that it will be a fa-
vorite policy with you not merely to secure a payment of 
the interest of the debt funded, but as far and as fast as 
the growing resources of the Country will permit, to exon-
erate it of the principal itself. The appropriation you have 
made of the Western land, explains your dispositions on 
this subject and I am persuaded the sooner that valuable 
fund can be made to contribute along with the other 
means to the actual reduction of the public debt, the 
more salutary will the measure be to every public inter-
est, as well as the more satisfactory to our Constituents.

Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives.

In persuing the various and weighty business of the 
present Session I indulge the fullest persuasion that your 
consultation, will be equally marked with wisdom, and an-
imated by the love of your Country. In whatever belongs 
to my duty, you shall have all the co-operation which an 
undiminished zeal for its welfare can inspire. It will be 
happy for us both and our best reward, if by a successful 
administration of our respective trusts we can make the 
established Government more and more instrumental in 
promoting the good of our fellow Citizens, and more and 
more the object of their attachment and confidence.

Go: Washington

Congress's Reply to Washington's Second Annual
Message

House of Representatives Reply 
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The Representatives of the People of the United States 
have taken into consideration your Address to the two 
houses at the opening of the present Session of Con-
gress.

We share in the satisfaction inspired by the prospects 
which continue to be so auspicious to our public affairs. 
The blessings resulting from the smiles of Heaven on our
Agriculture, the rise of public Credit, with the farther ad-
vantages promised by it, and the fertility of resources 
which are found so little burdensome to the community; 
fully authorize our mutual congratulations on the present 
occasion. Nor can we learn without an additional gratifi-
cation, that the energy of the laws for providing adequate 
revenues, have been so honorably seconded by those 
classes of Citizens whose patriotism and probity were 
more immediately concerned.

The success of the loan opened in Holland, under the 
disadvantages of the present moment, is the more impor-
tant, as it not only denotes the confidence already placed
in the United States, but as the effect of a judicious appli-
cation of that Aid, will still further illustrate the solidity of 
the foundation on which the public credit rests.

The Preparatory Steps taken by Virginia, in concert with 
the District of Kentucky, towards the erection of the latter 
into a distinct Member of the Union, exhibit a liberality 
mutually honorable to the parties. We shall bestow on 
this important subject the favourable consideration which 
it merits. And with the national policy which ought to gov-
ern our decision, shall not fail to mingle the Affectionate 
sentiments which are awakened by those expressed on 
behalf of our Fellow-citizens of Kentucky.
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Whilst we regret the necessity which has produced offen-
sive hostilities against some of the Indian Tribes north-
west of the Ohio, we sympathize too much with our West-
ern Brethren, not to behold with approbation, the watch-
fulness and vigor which have been exerted by the Execu-
tive Authority for their protection; and which, we trust, will 
make the aggressors sensible, that it is their interest to 
merit by a peaceable behaviour, the friendship and hu-
manity which the United States are always ready to ex-
tend to them.

The encouragement of our own navigation has at all 
times appeared to us highly important. The point of view 
under which you have recommended it to us, is strongly 
enforced by the actual state of things in Europe. It will be 
incumbent on us to consider in what mode our commerce
and agriculture can be best relieved from the injurious 
dependence on the navigation of other nations, which the
frequency of their wars renders a too precarious resource
for conveying the productions of our Country to market.

The present state of trade to the Mediterranean seems 
not less to demand, and will accordingly receive the at-
tention which you have recommended.

Having already concurred in establishing a Judiciary Sys-
tem, which opens the doors of Justice, without distinction 
of persons, it will be our disposition to incorporate every 
improvement which experience may suggest. And we 
shall consider in particular, how far the uniformity, which 
in other cases is found convenient in the Administration 
of the General Government throughout all the States, 
may be introduced into the forms and rules of executing 
sentences issuing from the Federal Courts.

The proper regulation of the jurisdiction and functions, 
which may be exercised by Consuls of the United States 
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in foreign Countries, with the provisions stipulated to 
those of his Most Christian Majesty established here, are 
subjects of too much consequence to the public interest 
and honor, not to partake of our deliberations.

We shall renew our attention to the establishment of the 
Militia, and the other subjects unfinished at the last Ses-
sion, and shall proceed in them with all the dispatch, 
which the magnitude of all, and the difficulty of some of 
them will allow. Nothing has given us more satisfaction 
than to find that the measures heretofore established 
have proved adequate to the purposes to which they 
were allotted. In extending the provision to the residuary 
objects, it will be equally our care to secure sufficiency 
and punctuality in the payments due from the Treasury of
the United States. We shall also never lose sight of the 
policy of diminishing the public debt, as fast as the in-
crease of the public resources will permit; and are partic-
ularly sensible of the many considerations, which press a
resort to the auxiliary resource furnished by the public 
lands.

In pursuing every branch of the weighty business of the 
present Session, it will be our constant Study to direct our
deliberations to the public welfare. Whatever our success
may be, we can, at least, answer for the fervent love of 
our Country which ought to animate our endeavours. In 
your co-operation, we are sure of a resource, which forti-
fies our hopes that the fruits of the established Govern-
ment will justify the confidence which has been placed in 
it, and recommend it more and more to the affection and 
attachment of our Fellow Citizens.

Washington's Reply to the House of Representatives
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Philadelphia 13 December 1790

Gentlemen,

The sentiments expressed in your address are intitled to 
my particular acknowledgment. Having no object but the 
good of our Country, this testimony of approbation and 
confidence from it's immediate Representatives, must be 
among my best rewards, as the support of your enlight-
ened patriotism has been among my greatest encourage-
ments. Being persuaded that you will continue to be actu-
ated by the same auspicious principle, I look forward to 
the happiest consequences from your deliberations dur-
ing the present Session.

George Washington

Senate Reply

We receive, Sir, with particular satisfaction the communi-
cations contained in your Speech, which confirm to us 
the progressive State of the public Credit, and afford at 
the same time, a new proof of the solidity of the founda-
tion on which it rests; and we chearfully join in the ac-
knowledgement, which is due to the probity and patrio-
tism of the mercantile and Marine part of our fellow Citi-
zens, whose enlightened attachment to the principles of 
good government is not less conspicuous in this, than it 
has been in other important respects.

In confidence that every constitutional preliminary has 
been observed, we assure you of our disposition to con-
cur in giving every requisite Sanction to the admission of 
Kentucky as a distinct member of the Union, in doing 
which, we shall anticipate the happy effects to be ex-
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pected from the sentiments of attachment towards the 
union and its present government, which have been ex-
pressed by the Patriotic inhabitants of that District.

While we regret that the continuance, and increase, of 
the hostilities and depredations which have distressed 
our north western Frontier should have rendered offen-
sive measures necessary, we feel an entire confidence in
the sufficiency of the motives which have produced them,
and in the wisdom of the dispositions which have been 
concerted in pursuance of the powers vested in you; and 
whatever may have been the event, we shall chearfully 
concur in the provisions which the expedition that has 
been undertaken may require on the part of the Legisla-
ture, and in any other which the future peace and safety 
of our frontier Settlements may call for.

The critical posture of the European Powers will engage 
a due portion of our Attention, and we shall be ready to 
adopt any measures, which a prudent circumspection 
may suggest, for the preservation of the blessings of 
Peace: The navigation and the fisheries of the United 
States, are objects too interesting not to inspire a disposi-
tion to promote them, by all the means, which shall ap-
pear to us, consistent with their natural progress, and 
permanent prosperity.

Impressed with the importance of a free intercourse with 
the Mediterranean, we shall not think any Deliberations 
misemployed which may conduce to the adoption of 
proper measures for removing the impediments that ob-
structed it.

The improvement of the judiciary system, and the other 
important objects, to which you have pointed our atten-
tion, will not fail to engage the consideration they respec-
tively merit.
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In the course of our deliberations, upon every subject, we
shall rely upon that co-operation which an undeminished 
Zeal, and incessant anxiety for the public welfare on your
part, so thoroughly ensure; and as it is our anxious de-
sire, so it shall be our constant endeavour, to render the 
established government more & more instrumental in 
promoting the good of our fellow Citizens, and more and 
more the object of their attachment and confidence.

Washington's Reply to the Senate

Philadelphia, 13 December 1790

Gentlemen,

These assurances of favorable attention to the subjects I 
have recommended, and of entire confidence in my 
views, make the Impression on me which I ought to feel. I
thank you for them both. And shall continue to rely much 
for the success of all our measures for the public good, 
on the Aid they will receive from the wisdom and integrity 
of your Councils.

Go: Washington
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Third Annual Message to CongressThird Annual Message to Congress

25 October 1791, Philadelphia

Fellow Citizens of the Senate, and the House of
Representatives.

I meet you, upon the present occasion, with the feelings 
which are naturally inspired by a strong impression of the
prosperous situation of our common Country, and by a 
persuasion equally strong, that the labours of the Ses-
sion, which has just commenced, will, under the guidance
of a spirit no less prudent than patriotic, issue in mea-
sures, conducive to the stability and increase of national 
prosperity.

Numerous as are the Providential blessings which de-
mand our grateful acknowledgments—the abundance 
with which another year has again rewarded the industry 
of the Husbandman, is too important to escape recollec-
tion.

Your own observations, in your respective situations, will 
have satisfied you of the progressive state of Agriculture
—Manufactures—Commerce and Navigation: In tracing 
their causes, you will have remarked, with particular plea-
sure, the happy effects of that revival of confidence, pub-
lic as well as private, to which the constitution and laws of
the United States have so eminently contributed: And you
will have observed, with no less interest, new and deci-
sive proofs of the increasing reputation and credit of the 
Nation. But you, nevertheless, cannot fail to derive satis-
faction from the confirmation, of these circumstances, 
which will be disclosed, in the several official communica-
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tions that will be made to you in the course of your delib-
erations.

The rapid subscriptions to the Bank of the United States, 
which completed the sum allowed to be subscribed, in a 
single day, is among the striking and pleasing evidences 
which present themselves, not only of confidence in the 
government, but of resource in the community.

In the interval of your recess due attention has been paid 
to the execution of the different objects which were spe-
cially provided for by the laws and resolutions of the last 
Session.

Among the most important of these is the defence and 
security of the Western Frontiers. To accomplish it on the
most humane principles, was a primary wish.

Accordingly, at the same time that treaties have been 
provisionally concluded, and other proper means used to 
attach the wav[er]ing, and to confirm in their friendship, 
the well-disposed tribes of Indians—effectual measures 
have been adopted to make those of a hostile description
sensible, that a pacification was desired upon terms of 
moderation and justice.

These measures having proved unsuccessful, it became 
necessary to convince the refractory of the power of the 
United States to punish their depredations. Offensive op-
erations have therefore been directed; to be conducted, 
however, as consistently as possible with the dictates of 
humanity. Some of these have been crowned with full 
success, and others are yet depending. The expeditions 
which have been completed were carried on under the 
authority, and at the expense of the United States, by the
Militia of Kentucky; whose enterprize, intripidity and good 
conduct, are entitled to peculiar commendation.
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Overtures of peace are still continued to the deluded 
tribes, and considerable numbers of individuals belonging
to them have lately renounced all further opposition, re-
moved from their former situations, and placed them-
selves under the immediate protection of the United 
States.

It is sincerely to be desired, that all need of coertion, in 
future, may cease; and that an intimate intercourse may 
succeed; calculated to advance the happiness of the Indi-
ans, and to attach them firmly to the United States.

In order to this, it seems necessary—

That they should experience the benefits of an impartial 
dispensation of Justice.

That the mode of alienating their lands, the main source 
of discontent and war, should be so defined and regu-
lated, as to obviate imposition, and, as far as may be 
practicable, controversy concerning the reality and extent
of the alienations which are made.

That commerce with them should be promoted under 
regulations tending to secure an equitable deportment to-
wards them, and that such rational experiments should 
be made, for imparting to them the blessings of civiliza-
tion, as may, from time to time suit their condition.

That the Executive of the United States should be en-
abled to employ the means to which the Indians have 
been long accustomed for uniting their immediate inter-
ests with the preservation of peace.

And—that efficatious provision should be made for inflict-
ing adequate penalties upon all those who, by violating 
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their rights, shall infringe the treaties, and endanger the 
peace of the Union.

A System corrisponding with the mild principles of reli-
gion and philanthropy towards an unenlightened race of 
men, whose happiness materially depends on the con-
duct of the United States, would be as honorable to the 
national character as conformable to the dictates of 
sound policy.

The powers specially vested in me by the Act laying cer-
tain duties on distilled spirits, which respect the subdivi-
sions of the Districts into Surveys, the appointment of Of-
ficers, and the assignment of compensations, have like-
wise been carried into effect. In a matter in which both 
materials and experience were wanting to guide the cal-
culation, it will be readily conceived that there must have 
been difficulty in such an adjustment of the rates of com-
pensation as would conciliate a reasonable competency 
with a proper regard to the limits prescribed by the law. It 
is hoped that the circumspection which has been used 
will be found in the result to have secured the last of the 
two objects; but it is probable, that with a view to the first,
in some instances a revision of the provision will be found
advisable.

The impressions with which this law has been received 
by the community, have been, upon the whole, such as 
were to be expected among enlightened and well dis-
posed Citizens, from the propriety and necessity of the 
measure. The novelty, however, of the tax in a consider-
able part of the United States, and a misconception of 
some of its provisions, have given occasion in particular 
places to some degree of discontent. But it is satisfactory
to know that this disposition yields to proper explanations
and more just apprehensions of the true nature of the 
law. And I entertain a full confidence, that it will, in all, 
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give way to motives which arise out of a just sense of 
duty, and a virtuous regard to the public welfare.

If there are any circumstances, in the law, which, consis-
tently with its main design, may be so varied as to re-
move any well intentioned objections, that may happen to
exist, it will consist with a wise moderation to make the 
proper variations. It is desirable, on all occasions, to unite
with a steady and firm adherence to constitutional and 
necessary Acts of Government, the fullest evidence of a 
disposition, as far as may be practicable, to consult the 
wishes of every part of the community, and to lay the 
foundations of the public Administration in the affection of
the people.

Pursuant to the authority contained in the several Acts on
that subject—a district of ten miles square for the perma-
nent Seat of the Government of the United States, has 
been fixed, and announced by proclamation, which dis-
trict will comprehend lands on both sides of the River Po-
tomac, and the towns of Alexandria and George-town. A 
City has also been laid out agreeably to a plan which will 
be placed before Congress: And as there is a prospect, 
favored by the rate of sales which have already taken 
place, of ample funds for carrying on the necessary pub-
lic buildings, there is every expectation of their due 
progress.

The completion of the Census of the Inhabitants, for 
which provision was made by law, has been duly notified,
(excepting one instance, in which the return has been in-
formal; and another, in which it has been omitted or mis-
carried) and the returns of the officers who were charged 
with this duty, which will be laid before you, will give you 
the pleasing assurance, that the present population of the
United States borders on four millions of persons.
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It is proper also to inform you that a further loan of two 
millions and an half of florins has been completed in Hol-
land; the terms of which are similar to those of the one 
last announced, except as to a small reduction of 
charges. Another on like terms for six millions of florins 
had been set on foot under circumstances that assured 
an immediate completion.

Gentlemen of the Senate.

Two treaties, which have been provisionally concluded 
with the Cherokees, and six nations of Indians, will be 
laid before you for your consideration and ratification.

Gentlemen of the House of Representatives.

In entering upon the discharge of your legislative trust, 
you must anticipate with pleasure, that many of the diffi-
culties, necessarily incident to the first arrangements of a 
new Government, for an extensive Country, have been 
happily surmounted by the zealous and judicious exer-
tions of your predecessors in co-operation with the other 
branch of the legislature. The important objects, which re-
main to be accomplished, will, I am persuaded, be con-
ducted upon principles equally comprehensive, and 
equally well calculated for the advancement of the gen-
eral weal.

The time limited for receiving subscriptions to the loans 
proposed by the Act making provision for the debt of the 
United States, having expired, statements, from the 
proper department, will, as soon as possible apprize you 
of the exact result. Enough, however, is already known to
afford an assurance that the views of that Act have been 
substantially fulfilled. The subscription in the domestic 
debt of the United States has embraced by far the great-
est proportion of that debt; affording, at the same time, 
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proof of the general satisfaction of the public creditors 
with the system which has been proposed to their accep-
tance, and of the spirit of accommodation to the conve-
nience of the Government with which they are actuated. 
The subscriptions in the debts of the respective States, 
as far as the provisions of the law have permitted, may 
be said to be yet more general. The part of the debt of 
the United States, which remains unsubscribed, will natu-
rally engage your further deliberations.

It is particularly pleasing to me to be able to announce to 
you, that the revenues which have been established, 
promise to be adequate to their objects, and may be per-
mitted, if no unforeseen exigency occurs, to supersede, 
for the present, the necessity of any new burthens upon 
our Constituents.

An object which will claim your early attention is a provi-
sion for the current service of the ensuing year, together 
with such ascertained demands upon the Treasury as re-
quire to be immediately discharged, and such casualties 
as may have arisen in the execution of the public busi-
ness, for which no specific appropriation may have yet 
been made; of all which a proper estimate will be laid be-
fore you.

Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the House of
Representatives:

I shall content myself with a general reference to former 
communications for several objects, upon which the ur-
gency of other affairs has hitherto postponed any defini-
tive resolution. Their importance will recall them to your 
attention; and I trust that the progress already made in 
the most arduous arrangements of the government will 
afford you leisure to resume them with advantage.
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There are, however, some of them of which I cannot for-
bear a more particular mention. These are the Militia—
the Post Office and Post Roads—the Mint—Weights and 
measures—aprovision for the sale of the vacant lands of 
the United States.

The first is certainly an object of primary importance, 
whether viewed in reference to the national security, to 
the satisfaction of the community, or to the preservation 
of Order. In connection with this, the establishment of 
competent Magazines & Arsenals, and the fortification of 
such places as are peculiarly important and vulnerable, 
naturally present themselves to consideration. The safety
of the United States, under Divine protection, ought to 
rest on the basis of systematic and solid arrangements; 
exposed as little as possible to the hazards of fortuitous 
circumstances.

The importance of the Post Office and Post Roads, on a 
plan sufficiently liberal and comprehensive, as they re-
spect the expedition, safety and facility of communica-
tion, is increased by the instrumentality in diffusing a 
knowledge of the laws and proceedings of the Govern-
ment; which, while it contributes to the security of the 
people, serves also to guard them against the effects of 
mis-representation and misconception. The establish-
ment of additional cross-Posts, especially to some of the 
important points in the Western and Northern parts of the
Union, cannot fail to be of material utility.

The disorders in the existing currency, and especially the 
scarcity of small change, a scarcity so peculiarly distress-
ing to the poorer classes, strongly recommend the carry-
ing into immediate effect the resolution already entered 
into concerning the establishment of a Mint. Measures 
have been taken pursuant to that resolution for procuring 
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some of the most necessary artists, together with the req-
uisite Apparatus.

An uniformity in the weights and measures of the Country
is among the important objects submitted to you by the 
Constitution, and if it can be derived from a standard at 
once invariable and universal, must be no less honorable
to the public Councils than conducive to the public conve-
nience.

A provision for the sale of the vacant lands of the United 
States is particularly urged, among other reasons, by the 
important considerations that they are pledged as a fund 
for reimbursing the public debt; that if timely and judi-
ciously applied they may save the necessity of burthen-
ing our Citizens with new taxes for the extinguishment of 
the principal; and that being free to discharge the princi-
pal but in a limited proportion, no opportunity ought to be 
lost for availing the public of its right.

Go: Washington
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Fourth Annual Message to CongressFourth Annual Message to Congress

6 November 1792, Philadelphia

Fellow-Citizens of the Senate, and House of
Representatives.

It is some abatement of the satisfaction, with which I 
meet you on the present occasion, that in felicitating you 
on a continuance of the National prosperity generally, I 
am not able to add to it information that the Indian hostili-
ties, which have, for some time past, distressed our North
Western frontier, have terminated.

You will, I am persuaded, learn with no less concern than
I communicate it, that reiterated endeavours, towards ef-
fecting a pacification, have hitherto issued only in new 
and outrageous proofs of persevering hostility on the part
of the tribes with whom we are in contest. An earnest de-
sire to procure tranquillity to the Frontier—to stop the fur-
ther effusion of blood—to arrest the progress of expense
—to forward the prevalent wish of the Nation, for peace, 
has led to strenuous efforts, through various channels, to 
accomplish these desireable purposes: In making which 
efforts, I consulted less my own anticipations of the 
event, or the scruples which some considerations were 
calculated to inspire, than the wish to find the object at-
tainable; or if not attainable to ascertain unequivocally 
that such is the case.

A detail of the measures which have been pursued, and 
of their consequences, which will be laid before you, 
while it will confirm to you the want of success, thus far, 
will, I trust, evince that means as proper and as effica-
cious as could have been devised, have been employed. 
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The issue of some of them, indeed, is still depending; but
a favourable one, though not to be despaired of, is not 
promised by anything that has yet happened.

In the course of the attempts which have been made, 
some valuable citizens have fallen victims to their zeal for
the public service. A sanction commonly respected even 
among Savages, has been found, in this instance, insuffi-
cient to protect from massacre the emissaries of peace. It
will, I presume, be duly considered whether the occasion 
does not call for an exercise of liberality towards the fami-
lies of the deceased.

It must add to your concern, to be informed, that besides 
the continuation of hostile appearances among the Tribes
North of the Ohio, some threatening symptoms have of 
late been revived among some of those south of it.

A part of the Cherokees, known by the name of Chickam-
agas, inhabiting five villages on the Tenessee River, 
have long been in the practice of committing depreda-
tions on the neighbouring settlements.

It was hoped that the treaty of Holston made with the 
Cherokee Nation in July 1791, would have prevented a 
repetition of such depredations. But the event has not an-
swered this hope. The Chiccamagas, aided by some 
Banditti of another tribe, in their vicinity, have recently 
perpetrated wanton, and unprovoked hostilities upon the 
citizens of the United States in that quarter. The informa-
tion which has been received on this subject will be laid 
before you. Hitherto defensive precautions only have 
been strictly enjoined, and observed.

It is not understood that any breach of treaty, or aggres-
sion whatso[e]ver, on the part of the United States, or 
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their Citizens, is even alledged as a pretext for the spirit 
of hostility in this quarter.

I have reason to beleive that every practicable exertion 
has been made (pursuant to the provision by law for that 
purpose) to be prepared for the alternative of a prosecu-
tion of the war, in the event of a failure of pacific over-
tures. A large proportion of the troops authorized to be 
raised, have been recruited, though the number is still in-
complete. And pains have been taken to discipline, and 
put them in condition for the particular kind of service to 
be performed. A delay of operations (besides being dic-
tated by the measures which were pursuing towards a 
pacific termination of the war) has been in itself deemed 
preferable to immature efforts. A statement, from the 
proper department, with regard to the number of troops 
raised, and some other points which have been sug-
gested, will afford more precise information, as a guide to
the legislative consultations; and among other things will 
enable Congress to judge whether some additional stim-
ulus to the recruiting service may not be adviseable.

In looking forward to the future expence of the opera-
tions, which may be found inevitable, I derive consolation
from the information, I receive, that the product of the 
Revenues for the present year is likely to supersede the 
necessity of additional burthens on the Community, for 
the service of the ensuing year. This, however, will be 
better ascertained in the course of the Session; and it is 
proper to add, that the information alluded to proceeds 
upon the supposition of no material extension of the spirit
of hostility.

I cannot dismiss the subject of Indian Affairs, without 
again recommending to your consideration the expedi-
ency of more adequate provision for giving energy to the 
laws throughout our interior frontier; and for restraining 
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the commission of outrages upon the Indians; without 
which all pacific plans must prove nugatory. To enable, 
by competent rewards, the employment of qualified and 
trusty persons to reside among them, as agents, would 
also contribute to the preservation of peace and good 
neighbourhood. If in addition to these expedients, an eli-
gible plan could be divised for promoting civilization 
among the friendly tribes, and for carrying on trade with 
them, upon a scale equal to their wants, and under regu-
lations calculated to protect them from imposition and ex-
tortion, it’s influence in cementing their interests with 
our’s could not but be considerable.

The prosperous state of our Revenue has been inti-
mated. This would be still more the case, were it not for 
the impediments, which in some places continue to em-
barrass the collection of the duties on spirits distilled 
within the United States. These impediments have less-
ened, and are lessening in local extent; and as applied to
the community at large, the contentment with the law ap-
pears to be progressive.

But symptoms of increased opposition having lately man-
ifested themselves in certain quarters; I judged a special 
interposition on my part, proper and adviseable, and, un-
der this impression, have issued a proclamation, warning 
against all unlawful combinations and proceedings, hav-
ing for their object or tending to obstruct the operation of 
the law in question, and announcing that all lawful ways 
and means would be strictly put in execution for bringing 
to justice the infractors thereof and securing obedience 
thereto.

Measures have also been taken for the prosecution of 
Offenders: And Congress may be assured, that nothing 
within constitutional and legal limits, which may depend 
on me, shall be wanting to assert and maintain the just 
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authority of the laws. In fulfilling this trust, I shall count in-
tirely upon the full co-operation of the other departments 
of the Government, and upon the zealous support of all 
good Citizens.

I cannot forbear to bring again into the view of the Legis-
lature the subject of a Revision of the Judiciary System. 
A representation from the Judges of the Supreme Court, 
which will be laid before you, points out some of the in-
conveniencies that are experienced. In the course of the 
execution of the laws, considerations arise out of the 
structure of that system, which, in some cases, tend to 
relax their efficacy. As connected with this subject, provi-
sions to facilitate the taking of bail upon processes out of 
the Courts of the United States, and a supplementary 
definition of Offences against the Constitution and laws of
the Union, and of the punishment for such Offences, will, 
it is presumed, be found worthy of particular attention.

Observations on the value of peace with other nations 
are unnecessary. It would be wise however, by timely 
provisions, to guard against those Acts of our own Citi-
zens, which might tend to disturb it, and to put ourselves 
in a condition to give that satisfaction to foreign nations 
which we may sometimes have occasion to require from 
them. I particularly recommend to your consideration the 
means of preventing those aggressions by our Citizens 
on the territory of other Nations, and other infractions of 
the law of Nations, which, furnishing just subject of com-
plaint, might endanger our peace with them. And, in gen-
eral, the maintenance of a friendly intercourse with for-
eign powers will be presented to your attention by the ex-
piration of the law for that purpose, which takes place, if 
not renewed, at the close of the present Session.

In execution of the authority given by the Legislature, 
measures have been taken for engaging some artists 

169

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1502516136


Order Paperback on Amazon

from abroad to aid in the establishment of our Mint; oth-
ers have been employed at home. Provision has been 
made of the requisite buildings, and these are now 
putting into proper condition for the purposes of the es-
tablishment. There has also been a small beginning in 
the coinage of half-dismes; the want of small coins in cir-
culation calling the first attention to them.

The regulation of foreign Coins, in correspondency with 
the principles of our national Coinage, as being essential 
to their due operation, and to order in our money con-
cerns, will, I doubt not, be resumed and completed.

It is represented that some provisions in the law, which 
establishes the Post-Office, operate, in experiment, 
against the transmission of News-papers to distant parts 
of the Country. Should this, upon due inquiry, be found to
be the fact, a full conviction of the importance of facilitat-
ing the circulation of political intelligence and information,
will, I doubt not, lead to the application of a remedy.

The adoption of a Constitution for the State of Kentucky 
has been notified to me. The legislature will share with 
me in the satisfaction which arises from an event interest-
ing to the happiness of the part of the Nation, to which it 
relates, and conducive to the general order.

It is proper likewise to inform you, that since my last com-
munication on the subject, and in further execution of the 
Acts severally making provision for the public debt, and 
for the reduction thereof, three new loans have been ef-
fected, each for three millions of florins—One at Antwerp,
at the annual interest of four and one half per Cent, with 
an allowance of four per Cent in lieu of all charges, and 
the other two at Amsterdam, at the annual interest of four
per Cent, with an allowance of five and one half per Cent 
in one case, and of five per Cent in the other, in lieu of all
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charges. The rates of these loans, and the circumstances
under which they have been made, are confirmations of 
the high state of our Credit abroad.

Among the Objects to which these funds have been di-
rected to be applied, the payment of the debts due to cer-
tain foreign Officers, according to the provision made dur-
ing the last Session, has been embraced.

Gentlemen of the House of Representatives.

I entertain a strong hope that the state of the national fi-
nances is now sufficiently matured to enable you to enter 
upon a systematic and effectual arrangement for the reg-
ular redemption and discharge of the public debt, accord-
ing to the right which has been reserved to the Govern-
ment. No measure can be more desireable, whether 
viewed with an eye to its intrinsic importance, or to the 
general sentiment and wish of the Nation.

Provision is likewise requisite for the reimbursement of 
the loan which has been made of the Bank of the United 
States, pursuant to the eleventh section of the act by 
which it is incorporated. In fulfilling the public stipulations 
in this particular, it is expected a valuable saving will be 
made.

Appropriations for the current service of the ensuing year,
and for such extraordinaries as may require provision, 
will demand, and I doubt not, will engage your early at-
tention.

Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the House of
Representatives.
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I content myself with recalling your attention, generally, to
such objects, not particularized in my present, as have 
been suggested in my former communications to you.

Various temporary laws will expire during the present 
Session. Among these, that which regulates trade and in-
tercourse with the Indian Tribes, will merit particular no-
tice.

The results of your common deliberations hitherto, will, I 
trust, be productive of solid and durable advantages to 
our Constituents; such as, by conciliating more and more 
their ultimate suffrage, will tend to strengthen and confirm
their attachment to that Constitution of Government, upon
which, under Divine Providence, materially depend their 
Union, their safety and their happiness.

Still further to promote and secure these inestimable 
ends, there is nothing which can have a more powerful 
tendency, than the careful cultivation of harmony, com-
bined with a due regard to stability in the public Councils.

Go: Washington
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Second Inaugural AddressSecond Inaugural Address

In the City of Philadelphia
Monday, March 4, 1793

President Washington's second oath of office was taken 
in the Senate Chamber of Congress Hall in Philadelphia 
on March 4, the date fixed by the Continental Congress 
for inaugurations. Before an assembly of Congressmen, 
Cabinet officers, judges of the federal and district courts, 
foreign officials, and a small gathering of Philadelphians, 
the President offered the shortest inaugural address ever
given. Associate Justice of the Supreme Court William 
Cushing administered the oath of office.

Fellow Citizens:

I AM again called upon by the voice of my country to exe-
cute the functions of its Chief Magistrate. When the occa-
sion proper for it shall arrive, I shall endeavor to express 
the high sense I entertain of this distinguished honor, and
of the confidence which has been reposed in me by the 
people of united America.

Previous to the execution of any official act of the Presi-
dent the Constitution requires an oath of office. This oath 
I am now about to take, and in your presence: That if it 
shall be found during my administration of the Govern-
ment I have in any instance violated willingly or knowingly
the injunctions thereof, I may (besides incurring constitu-
tional punishment) be subject to the upbraidings of all 
who are now witnesses of the present solemn ceremony.

(President Washington’s second oath of office was
the shortest inaugural address ever given)
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Fifth Annual Message to CongressFifth Annual Message to Congress

3 December 1793, Philadelphia

Fellow Citizens of the Senate, and of the House of
Representatives

Since the commencement of the term, for which I have 
been again called into office, no fit occasion has arisen 
for expressing to my fellow Citizens at large, the deep 
and respectful sense, which I feel, of the renewed testi-
mony of public approbation. While on the one hand, it 
awakened my gratitude for all those instances of affec-
tionate partiality, with which I have been honored by my 
Country; on the other, it could not prevent an earnest 
wish for that retirement, from which no private considera-
tion should ever have torn me. But influenced by the be-
lief, that my conduct would be estimated according to its 
real motives; and that the people, and the authorities de-
rived from them, would support exertions, having nothing 
personal for their object, I have obeyed the suffrage 
which commanded me to resume the Executive power; 
and I humbly implore that Being, on whose Will the fate 
of Nations depends, to crown with success our mutual 
endeavours for the general happiness.

As soon as the War in Europe had embraced those Pow-
ers, with whom the United States have the most exten-
sive relations; there was reason to apprehend that our in-
tercourse with them might be interrupted, and our dispo-
sition for peace, drawn into question, by the suspicions, 
too often entertained by belligerent Nations. It seemed 
therefore to be my duty, to admonish our Citizens of the 
consequences of a contraband trade, and of hostile Acts 
to any of the parties; and to obtain by a declaration of the
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existing legal state of things, an easier admission of our 
right to the immunities, belonging to our situation. Under 
these impressions the Proclamation, which will be laid 
before you, was issued.

In this posture of affairs, both new & delicate, I resolved 
to adopt general rules, which should conform to the 
Treaties, and assert the priviledges, of the United States. 
These were reduced into a system, which will be commu-
nicated to you. Although I have not thought myself at lib-
erty to forbid the Sale of the prizes, permitted by our 
treaty of Commerce with France to be brought into our 
ports; I have not refused to cause them to be restored, 
when they were taken within the protection of our terri-
tory; or by vessels commissioned, or equipped in a war-
like form within the limits of the United States.

It rests with the wisdom of Congress to correct, improve 
or enforce this plan of proceedure; and it will probably be 
found expedient, to extend the legal code, and the Juris-
diction of the Courts of the United States, to many cases 
which, though dependent on principles, already recog-
nized, demand some further provisions.

Where individuals shall, within the United States, array 
themselves in hostility against any of the powers at war; 
or enter upon Military expeditions, or enterprizes within 
the jurisdiction of the United States; or usurp and exer-
cise judicial authority within the United States; or where 
the penalties on violations of the law of Nations may have
been indistinctly marked, or are inadequate; these of-
fences cannot receive too early and close an attention, 
and require prompt and decisive remedies.

Whatsoever those remedies may be, they will be well ad-
ministered by the Judiciary, who possess a long estab-
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lished course of investigation, effectual process, and Offi-
cers in the habit of executing it.

In like manner; as several of the Courts have doubted, 
under particular circumstances, their power to liberate the
vessels of a Nation at peace, and even of a citizen of the 
United States, although siezed under a false colour of be-
ing hostile property; and have denied their power to liber-
ate certain captures within the protection of our territory; 
it would seem proper to regulate their jurisdiction in these
points. But if the Executive is to be the resort in either of 
the two last mentioned cases, it is hoped, that he will be 
authorized by law, to have facts ascertained by the 
Courts, when, for his own information, he shall request it.

I cannot recommend to your notice measures for the ful-
filment of our duties to the rest of the world, without again
pressing upon you the necessity of placing ourselves in a
condition of compleat defence, and of exacting from them
the fulfilment of their duties towards us. The United 
States ought not to endulge a persuasion, that, contrary 
to the order of human events, they will for ever keep at a 
distance those painful appeals to arms, with which the 
history of every other nation abounds. There is a rank 
due to the United States among Nations, which will be 
withheld, if not absolutely lost, by the reputation of weak-
ness. If we desire to avoid insult, we must be able to re-
pel it; if we desire to secure peace, one of the most pow-
erful instruments of our rising prosperity, it must be 
known, that we are at all times ready for War. The docu-
ments, which will be presented to you, will shew the 
amount, and kinds of Arms and Military stores now in our 
Magazines and Arsenals: and yet an addition even to 
these supplies cannot with prudence be neglected; as it 
would leave nothing to the uncertainty of procuring a war-
like apparatus, in the moment of public danger.
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Nor can such arrangements, with such objects, be ex-
posed to the censure or jealousy of the warmest friends 
of Republican Government. They are incabable of abuse 
in the hands of the Militia, who ought to possess a pride 
in being the depositary of the force of the Republic, and 
may be trained to a degree of energy, equal to every mili-
tary exigency of the United States. But it is an inquiry, 
which cannot be too solemnly pursued, whether the act 
“more effectually to provide for the national defence by 
establishing an uniform Militia throughout the United 
States” has organized them so as to produce their full ef-
fect; whether your own experience in the several States 
has not detected some imperfections in the scheme; and 
whether a material feature in an improvement of it, ought 
not to be, to afford an opportunity for the study of those 
branches of the Military art, which can scarcely ever be 
attained by practice alone?

The connexion of the United States with Europe, has be-
come extremely interesting. The occurrences, which re-
late to it, and have passed under the knowledge of the 
Executive, will be exhibited to Congress in a subsequent 
communication.

When we contemplate the war on our frontiers, it may be 
truly affirmed, that every reasonable effort has been 
made to adjust the causes of dissention with the Indians, 
North of the Ohio. The Instructions given to the Commis-
sioners evince a moderation and equity, proceeding from 
a sincere love of peace, and a liberality, having no re-
striction but the essential interests and dignity of the 
United States. The attempt, however, of an amicable ne-
gotiation having been frustrated, the troops have 
marched to act offensively. Although the proposed treaty 
did not arrest the progress of Military preparation; it is 
doubtful, how far the advance of the Season, before good
faith justified active movements, may retard them, during 
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the remainder of the year. From the papers and intelli-
gence, which relate to this important subject, you will de-
termine, whether the deficiency in the number of Troops, 
granted by law, shall be compensated by succours of 
Militia; or additional encouragements shall be proposed 
to recruits.

An anxiety has been also demonstrated by the Executive,
for peace with the Creeks and the Cherokees. The for-
mer have been relieved with Corn and with clothing, and 
offensive measures against them prohibited during the 
recess of Congress. To satisfy the complaints of the lat-
ter, prosecutions have been instituted for the violences 
committed upon them. But the papers, which will be de-
livered to you, disclose the critical footing on which we 
stand in regard to both those tribes; and it is with Con-
gress to pronounce, what shall be done.

After they shall have provided for the present emergency,
it will merit their most serious labours, to render tranquil-
lity with the Savages permanent, by creating ties of inter-
est. Next to a vigorous execution of justice on the viola-
tors of peace, the establishment of commerce with the In-
dian nations in behalf of the United States, is most likely 
to conciliate their attachment. But it ought to be con-
ducted without fraud, without extortion, with constant and 
plentiful supplies; with a ready market for the commodi-
ties of the Indians, and a stated price for what they give 
in payment, and receive in exchange. Individuals will not 
pursue such a traffic, unless they be allured by the hope 
of profit; but it will be enough for the the United States to 
be reembursed only. Should this recommendation accord
with the opinion of Congress, they will recollect, that it 
cannot be accomplished by any means yet in the hands 
of the Executive. Gentlemen of the House of Representa-
tives
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The Commissioners, charged with the settlement of Ac-
counts between the United and Individual States, con-
cluded their important functions, within the time limited by
Law; and the balances, struck in their report, which will 
be laid before Congress, have been placed on the Books 
of the Treasury.

On the first day of June last, an instalment of one million 
of florins became payable on the loans of the United 
States in Holland. This was adjusted by a prolongation of 
the period of reimbursement, in nature of a new loan, at 
an interest of five per cent for the term of ten years; and 
the expences of this operation were a commission of 
three prCent.

The first instalment of the loan of two millions of dollars 
from the Bank of the United States, has been paid, as 
was directed by Law. For the second it is necessary, that 
provision should be made.

No pecuniary consideration is more urgent, than the reg-
ular redemption and discharge of the public debt: on 
none can delay be more injurious, or an œconomy of 
time more valuable.

The productiveness of the public revenues hitherto, has 
continued to equal the anticipations which were formed of
it; but it is not expected to prove commensurate with all 
the objects, which have been suggested. Some auxiliary 
provisions will, therefore, it is presumed, be requisite; and
it is hoped that these may be made, consistently with a 
due regard to the convenience of our Citizens, who can-
not but be sensible of the true wisdom of encountering a 
small present addition to their contributions, to obviate a 
future accumulation of burthens.
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But here, I cannot forbear to recommend a repeal of the 
tax on the transportation of public prints. There is no re-
source so firm for the Government of the United States, 
as the affections of the people guided by an enlightened 
policy; and to this primary good, nothing can conduce 
more, than a faithful representation of public proceed-
ings, diffused, without restraint, throughout the United 
States.

An estimate of the appropriations, necessary for the cur-
rent service of the ensuing year, and a statement of a 
purchase of Arms and Military stores, made during the 
recess, will be presented to Congress. Gentlemen of the 
Senate, and of the House of Representatives.

The several subjects, to which I have now referred, open 
a wide range to your deliberations; and involve some of 
the choicest interests of our common Country. Permit me
to bring to your remembrance the magnitude of your task.
Without an unprejudiced coolness, the welfare of the 
Government may be hazarded; without harmony, as far 
as consists with freedom of sentiment, its dignity may be 
lost. But, as the Legislative proceedings of the United 
States will never, I trust, be reproached for the want of 
temper or of candour; so shall not the public happiness 
languish, from the want of my strenuous and warmest co-
operation.

Go: Washington
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Sixth Annual Message to CongressSixth Annual Message to Congress

19 November 1794, Philadelphia

Fellow Citizens of the Senate and of the House of
Representatives:

When we call to mind the gracious indulgence of Heaven 
by which the American people became a nation; when 
we survey the general prosperity of our country, and look 
forward to the riches, power, and happiness to which it 
seems destined, with the deepest regret do I announce to
you that during your recess some of the citizens of the 
United States have been found capable of insurrection. It 
is due, however, to the character of our Government and 
to its stability, which can not be shaken by the enemies of
order, freely to unfold the course of this event.

During the session of the year 1790 it was expedient to 
exercise the legislative power granted by the Constitution
of the United States "to lay and collect excises". In a ma-
jority of the States scarcely an objection was heard to this
mode of taxation. In some, indeed, alarms were at first 
conceived, until they were banished by reason and patri-
otism. In the four western counties of Pennsylvania a 
prejudice, fostered and imbittered by the artifice of men 
who labored for an ascendency over the will of others by 
the guidance of their passions, produced symptoms of 
riot and violence.

It is well known that Congress did not hesitate to examine
the complaints which were presented, and to relieve 
them as far as justice dictated or general convenience 
would permit. But the impression which this moderation 
made on the discontented did not correspond with what it
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deserved. The arts of delusion were no longer confined 
to the efforts of designing individuals. The very forbear-
ance to press prosecutions was misinterpreted into a fear
of urging the execution of the laws, and associations of 
men began to denounce threats against the officers em-
ployed. From a belief that by a more formal concert their 
operation might be defeated, certain self-created soci-
eties assumed the tone of condemnation. Hence, while 
the greater part of Pennsylvania itself were conforming 
themselves to the acts of excise, a few counties were re-
solved to frustrate them. It is now perceived that every 
expectation from the tenderness which had been hitherto 
pursued was unavailing, and that further delay could only
create an opinion of impotency or irresolution in the Gov-
ernment. Legal process was therefore delivered to the 
marshal against the rioters and delinquent distillers.

No sooner was he understood to be engaged in this duty 
than the vengeance of armed men was aimed at his per-
son and the person and property of the inspector of the 
revenue. They fired upon the marshal, arrested him, and 
detained him for some time as a prisoner. He was 
obliged, by the jeopardy of his life, to renounce the ser-
vice of other process on the west side of the Allegheny 
Mountain, and a deputation was afterwards sent to him to
demand a surrender of that which he had served. A nu-
merous body repeatedly attacked the house of the in-
spector, seized his papers of office, and finally destroyed 
by fire his buildings and whatsoever they contained. Both
of these officers, from a just regard to their safety, fled to 
the seat of Government, it being avowed that the motives
to such outrages were to compel the resignation of the in-
spector, to withstand by force of arms the authority of the 
United States, and thereby to extort a repeal of the laws 
of excise and an alteration in the conduct of Government.
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Upon testimony of these facts an associate justice of the 
Supreme Court of the United States notified to me that "in
the counties of Washington and Allegheny, in Pennsylva-
nia, laws of the United States were opposed, and the ex-
ecution thereof obstructed, by combinations too powerful 
to be suppressed by the ordinary course of judicial pro-
ceedings or by the powers vested in the marshal of that 
district".

On this call, momentous in the extreme, I sought and 
weighted what might best subdue the crisis. On the one 
hand the judiciary was pronounced to be stripped of its 
capacity to enforce the laws; crimes which reached the 
very existence of social order were perpetrated without 
control; the friends of Government were insulted, abused,
and overawed into silence or an apparent acquiescence; 
and to yield to the treasonable fury of so small a portion 
of the United States would be to violate the fundamental 
principle of our Constitution, which enjoins that the will of 
the majority shall prevail. On the other, to array citizen 
against citizen, to publish the dishonor of such excesses, 
to encounter the expense and other embarrassments of 
so distant an expedition, were steps too delicate, too 
closely interwoven with many affecting considerations, to 
be lightly adopted.

I postponed, therefore, the summoning of the militia im-
mediately into the field, but I required them to be held in 
readiness, that if my anxious endeavors to reclaim the 
deluded and to convince the malignant of their danger 
should be fruitless, military force might be prepared to act
before the season should be too far advanced.

My proclamation of the 7th of August last [1794] was ac-
cordingly issued, and accompanied by the appointment 
of commissioners, who were charged to repair to the 
scene of insurrection. They were authorized to confer 
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with any bodies of men or individuals. They were in-
structed to be candid and explicit in stating the sensa-
tions which had been excited in the Executive, and his 
earnest wish to avoid a resort to coercion; to represent, 
however, that, without submission, coercion must be the 
resort; but to invite them, at the same time, to return to 
the demeanor of faithful citizens, by such accommoda-
tions as lay within the sphere of Executive power. Par-
don, too, was tendered to them by the Government of the
United States and that of Pennsylvania, upon no other 
condition than a satisfactory assurance of obedience to 
the laws.

Although the report of the commissioners marks their 
firmness and abilities, and must unite all virtuous men, by
shewing that the means of conciliation have been ex-
hausted, all of those who had committed or abetted the 
tumults did not subscribe the mild form which was pro-
posed as the atonement, and the indications of a peace-
able temper were neither sufficiently general nor conclu-
sive to recommend or warrant the further suspension of 
the march of the militia.

Thus the painful alternative could not be discarded. I or-
dered the militia to march, after once more admonishing 
the insurgents in my proclamation of the 25th of Septem-
ber last [1794].

It was a task too difficult to ascertain with precision the 
lowest degree of force competent to the quelling of the in-
surrection. From a respect, indeed, to economy and the 
ease of my fellow citizens belonging to the militia, it 
would have gratified me to accomplish such an estimate. 
My very reluctance to ascribe too much importance to the
opposition, had its extent been accurately seen, would 
have been a decided inducement to the smallest efficient 
numbers. In this uncertainty, therefore, I put into motion 
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15K men, as being an army which, according to all hu-
man calculation, would be prompt and adequate in every 
view, and might, perhaps, by rendering resistance des-
perate, prevent the effusion of blood. Quotas had been 
assigned to the States of New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, and Virginia, the governor of Pennsylvania 
having declared on this occasion an opinion which justi-
fied a requisition to the other States.

As commander in chief of the militia when called into the 
actual service of the United States, I have visited the 
places of general rendezvous to obtain more exact infor-
mation and to direct a plan for ulterior movements. Had 
there been room for a persuasion that the laws were se-
cure from obstruction; that the civil magistrate was able 
to bring to justice such of the most culpable as have not 
embraced the proffered terms of amnesty, and may be 
deemed fit objects of example; that the friends to peace 
and good government were not in need of that aid and 
countenance which they ought always to receive, and, I 
trust, ever will receive, against the vicious and turbulent, I
should have caught with avidity the opportunity of restor-
ing the militia to their families and homes. But succeeding
intelligence has tended to manifest the necessity of what 
has been done, it being now confessed by those who 
were not inclined to exaggerate the ill conduct of the in-
surgents that their malevolence was not pointed merely 
to a particular law, but that a spirit inimical to all order has
actuated many of the offenders. If the state of things had 
afforded reason for the continuance of my presence with 
the army, it would not have been withholden. But every 
appearance assuring such an issue as will redound to the
reputation and strength of the United States, I have 
judged it most proper to resume my duties at the seat of 
Government, leaving the chief command with the gover-
nor of Virginia.
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Still, however, as it is probable that in a commotion like 
the present, whatsoever may be the pretense, the pur-
poses of mischief and revenge may not be laid aside, the
stationing of a small force for a certain period in the four 
western counties of Pennsylvania will be indispensable, 
whether we contemplate the situation of those who are 
connected with the execution of the laws or of others who
may have exposed themselves by an honorable attach-
ment to them. Thirty days from the commencement of 
this session being the legal limitation of the employment 
of the militia, Congress can not be too early occupied 
with this subject.

Among the discussions which may arise from this aspect 
of our affairs, and from the documents which will be sub-
mitted to Congress, it will not escape their observation 
that not only the inspector of the revenue, but other offi-
cers of the United States in Pennsylvania have, from their
fidelity in the discharge of their functions, sustained mate-
rial injuries to their property. The obligation and policy of 
indemnifying them are strong and obvious. It may also 
merit attention whether policy will not enlarge this provi-
sion to the retribution of other citizens who, though not 
under the ties of office, may have suffered damage by 
their generous exertions for upholding the Constitution 
and the laws. The amount, even if all the injured were in-
cluded, would not be great, and on future emergencies 
the Government would be amply repaid by the influence 
of an example that he who incurs a loss in its defense 
shall find a recompense in its liberality.

While there is cause to lament that occurrences of this 
nature should have disgraced the name or interrupted the
tranquillity of any part of our community, or should have 
diverted to a new application any portion of the public re-
sources, there are not wanting real and substantial con-
solations for the misfortune. It has demonstrated that our 

186

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1502516136


Order Paperback on Amazon

prosperity rests on solid foundations, by furnishing an ad-
ditional that my fellow citizens understand the true princi-
ples of government and liberty; that they feel their insepa-
rable union; that notwithstanding all the devices which 
have been used to sway them from their interest and 
duty, they are not as ready to maintain the authority of 
the laws against licentious invasions as they were to de-
fend their rights against usurpation. It has been a specta-
cle displaying to the highest advantage of republican gov-
ernment to behold the most and the least wealthy of our 
citizens standing in the same ranks as private soldiers, 
preeminently distinguished by being the army of the Con-
stitution--undeterred by a march of 300 miles over rugged
mountains, by approach of an inclement season, or by 
any other discouragement. Nor ought I to omit to ac-
knowledge the efficacious and patriotic cooperation 
which I have experienced from the chief magistrates of 
the States to which my requisitions have been ad-
dressed.

To every description of citizens, let praise be given. but 
let them persevere in their affectionate vigilance over that
precious depository of American happiness, the Constitu-
tion of the United States. Let them cherish it, too, for the 
sake of those who, from every clime, are daily seeking a 
dwelling in our land. And when in the calm moments of 
reflection they shall have retraced the origin and progress
of the insurrection, let them determine whether it has not 
been fomented by combinations of men who, careless of 
consequences and disregarding the unerring truth that 
those who rouse can not always appease a civil convul-
sion, have disseminated, from an ignorance or perversion
of facts, suspicions, jealousies, and accusations of the 
whole Government.

Having thus fulfilled the engagement which I took when I 
entered into office, "to the best of my ability to preserve, 
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protect, and defend the Constitution of the United 
States", on you, gentlemen, and the people by whom you
are deputed, I rely for support.

In the arrangement to which the possibility of a similar 
contingency will naturally draw your attention it ought not 
to be forgotten that the militia laws have exhibited such 
striking defects as could not have been supplied by the 
zeal of our citizens. Besides the extraordinary expense 
and waste, which are not the least of the defects, every 
appeal to those laws is attended with a doubt on its suc-
cess.

The devising and establishing of a well regulated militia 
would be a genuine source of legislative honor and a per-
fect title to public gratitude. I therefore entertain a hope 
that the present session will not pass without carrying to 
its full energy the power of organizing, arming, and disci-
plining the militia, and thus providing, in the language of 
the Constitution, for calling them forth to execute the laws
of the Union, suppress insurrections, and repel invasions.

As auxiliary to the state of our defense, to which Con-
gress can never too frequently recur, they will not omit to 
inquire whether the fortifications which have been already
licensed by law be commensurate with our exigencies.

The intelligence from the army under the command of 
General Wayne is a happy presage to our military opera-
tions against the hostile Indians north of the Ohio. From 
the advices which have been forwarded, the advance 
which he has made must have damped the ardor of the 
savages and weakened their obstinacy in waging war 
against the United States. And yet, even at this late hour,
when our power to punish them can not be questioned, 
we shall not be unwilling to cement a lasting peace upon 
terms of candor, equity, and good neighborhood.
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Toward none of the Indian tribes have overtures of friend-
ship been spared. The Creeks in particular are covered 
from encroachment by the imposition of the General Gov-
ernment and that of Georgia. From a desire also to re-
move the discontents of the Six nations, a settlement me-
diated at Presque Isle, on Lake Erie, has been sus-
pended, and an agent is now endeavoring to rectify any 
misconception into which they may have fallen. But I can 
not refrain from again pressing upon your deliberations 
the plan which I recommended at the last session for the 
improvement of harmony with all the Indians within our 
limits by the fixing and conducting of trading houses upon
the principles then expressed.

Gentlemen of the House of Representatives:

The time which has elapsed since the commencement of 
our fiscal measures has developed our pecuniary re-
sources so as to open the way for a definite plan for the 
redemption of the public debt. It is believed that the result
is such as to encourage Congress to consummate this 
work without delay. Nothing can more promote the per-
manent welfare of the nation and nothing would be more 
grateful to our constituents. Indeed, whatsoever is unfin-
ished of our system of public credit can not be benefited 
by procrastination; and as far as may be practicable we 
ought to place that credit on grounds which can not be 
disturbed, and to prevent that progressive accumulation 
of debt which must ultimately endanger all governments.

An estimate of the necessary appropriations, including 
the expenditures into which we have been driven by the 
insurrection, will be submitted to Congress.

Gentlemen of the Senate and of the House of
Representatives:
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The Mint of the United States has entered upon the 
coinage of the precious metals, and considerable sums 
of defective coins and bullion have been lodged with the 
Director by individuals. There is a pleasing prospect that 
the institution will at no remote day realize the expecta-
tion which was originally formed of its utility.

In subsequent communications certain circumstances of 
our intercourse with foreign nations will be transmitted to 
Congress. However, it may not be unseasonable to an-
nounce that my policy in our foreign transactions has 
been to cultivate peace with all the world; to observe the 
treaties with pure and absolute faith; to check every devi-
ation from the line of impartiality; to explain what may 
have been misapprehended and correct what may have 
been injurious to any nation, and having thus acquired 
the right, to lose no time in acquiring the ability to insist 
upon justice being done to ourselves.

Let us unite, therefore, in imploring the Supreme Ruler of 
Nations to spread his holy protection over these United 
States; to turn the machinations of the wicked to the con-
firming of our Constitution; to enable us at all times to 
root out internal sedition and put invasion to flight; to per-
petuate to our country that prosperity which his goodness
has already conferred, and to verify the anticipations of 
this Government being a safeguard of human rights.
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Seventh Annual Message to CongressSeventh Annual Message to Congress

8 December 1795, Philadelphia

Fellow Citizens of the Senate and of the House of
Representatives:

I trust I do not deceive myself when I indulge the persua-
sion that I have never met you at any period when more 
than at the present the situation of our public affairs has 
afforded just cause for mutual congratulation, and for 
inviting you to join with me in profound gratitude to the 
Author of all Good for the numerous and extraordinary 
blessings we enjoy.

The termination of the long, expensive, and distressing 
war in which we have been engaged with certain Indians 
northwest of the Ohio is placed in the option of the United
States by a treaty which the commander of our army has 
concluded provisionally with the hostile tribes in that re-
gion.

In the adjustment of the terms the satisfaction of the Indi-
ans was deemed worthy no less of the policy than of the 
liberality of the United States as the necessary basis of 
durable tranquillity. the object, it is believed, has been 
fully attained. The articles agreed upon will immediately 
be laid before the Senate for their consideration.

The Creek and Cherokee Indians, who alone of the 
Southern tribes had annoyed our frontiers, have lately 
confirmed their preexisting treaties with us, and were giv-
ing evidence of a sincere disposition to carry them into 
effect by the surrender of the prisoners and property they
had taken. But we have to lament that the fair prospect in

191

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1502516136


Order Paperback on Amazon

this quarter has been once more clouded by wanton mur-
ders, which some citizens of Georgia are represented to 
have recently perpetrated on hunting parties of the 
Creeks, which have again subjected that frontier to dis-
quietude and danger, which will be productive of further 
expense, and may occasion more effusion of blood. Mea-
sures are pursuing to prevent or mitigate the usual con-
sequences of such outrages, and with the hope of their 
succeeding at least to avert general hostility.

A letter from the Emperor of Morocco announces to me 
his recognition of our treaty made with his father, the late 
Emperor, and consequently the continuance of peace 
with that power. With peculiar satisfaction I add that infor-
mation has been received from an agent deputed on our 
part to Algiers importing that the terms of the treaty with 
the Day and Regency of that country had been adjusted 
in such a manner as to authorize the expectation of a 
speedy peace and the resolution of our unfortunate fellow
citizens from a grievous captivity.

The latest advices from our envoy at the Court of Madrid 
give, moreover, the pleasing information that he had as-
surances of a speedy and satisfactory conclusion of his 
negotiation. While the event depending upon unadjusted 
particulars can not be regarded as ascertained, it is 
agreeable to cherish the expectation of an issue which, 
securing amicably very essential interests of the United 
States, will at the same time lay the foundation of lasting 
harmony with a power whose friendship we have uni-
formly and sincerely desired to cultivate.

Though not before officially disclosed to the House of 
Representatives, you, gentlemen, are all apprised that a 
treaty of amity, commerce, and navigation has been ne-
gotiated with Great Britain, and that the Senate have ad-
vised and consented to its ratification upon a condition 
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which excepts part of one article. Agreeably thereto, and 
to the best judgment I was able to form of the public inter-
est after full and mature deliberation, I have added my 
sanction. The result on the part of His Britannic Majesty 
is unknown. When received, the subject will without delay
be placed before Congress.

This interesting summary of our affairs with regard to the 
foreign powers between whom and the United States 
controversies have subsisted, and with regard also to 
those of our Indian neighbors with whom we have been 
in a state of enmity or misunderstanding, opens a wide 
field for consoling and gratifying reflections. If by pru-
dence and moderation on every side the extinguishment 
of all the causes of external discord which have hereto-
fore menaced our tranquillity, on terms compatible with 
our national rights and honor, shall be the happy result, 
how firm and how precious a foundation will have been 
laid for accelerating, maturing, and establishing the pros-
perity of our country.

Contemplating the internal situation as well as the exter-
nal relations of the United States, we discover equal 
cause for contentment and satisfaction. While many of 
the nations of Europe, with their American dependencies,
have been involved in a contest unusually bloody, ex-
hausting, and calamitous, in which the evils of foreign 
war have been aggravated by domestic convulsion and 
insurrection; in which many of the arts most useful to so-
ciety have been exposed to discouragement and decay; 
in which scarcity of subsistence has imbittered other suf-
ferings; while even the anticipations of a return of the 
blessings of peace and repose are alloyed by the sense 
of heavy and accumulating burthens, which press upon 
all the departments of industry and threaten to clog the 
future springs of government, our favored country, happy 
in a striking contrast, has enjoyed tranquillity - a tranquil-
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lity the more satisfactory because maintained at the ex-
pense of no duty. Faithful to ourselves, we have violated 
no obligation to others.

Our agriculture, commerce, and manufactures prosper 
beyond former example, the molestations of our trade (to 
prevent a continuance of which, however, very pointed 
remonstrances have been made) being overbalanced by 
the aggregate benefits which it derives from a neutral po-
sition. Our population advances with a celerity which, ex-
ceeding the most sanguine calculations, proportionally 
augments our strength and resources, and guarantees 
our future security.

Every part of the Union displays indications of rapid and 
various improvement; and with burthens so light as 
scarcely to be perceived, with resources fully adequate to
our present exigencies, with governments founded on the
genuine principles of rational liberty, and with mild and 
wholesome laws, is it too much to say that our country 
exhibits a spectacle of national happiness never sur-
passed, if ever before equaled?

Placed in a situation every way so auspicious, motives of 
commanding force impel us, with sincere acknowledg-
ment to Heaven and pure love to our country, to unite our
efforts to preserve, prolong, and improve our immense 
advantages. To cooperate with you in this desirable work 
is a fervent and favorite wish of my heart.

It is a valuable ingredient in the general estimate of our 
welfare that the part of our country which was lately the 
scene of disorder and insurrection now enjoys the bless-
ings of quiet and order. The misled have abandoned their
errors, and pay the respect to our Constitution and laws 
which is due from good citizens to the public authorities 
of the society. These circumstances have induced me to 
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pardon generally the offenders here referred to, and to 
extend forgiveness to those who had been adjudged to 
capital punishment. For though I shall always think it a 
sacred duty to exercise with firmness and energy the 
constitutional powers with which I am vested, yet it ap-
pears to me no less consistent with the public good than 
it is with my personal feelings to mingle in the operations 
of Government every degree of moderation and tender-
ness which the national justice, dignity, and safety may 
permit.

Gentlemen: Among the objects which will claim your at-
tention in the course of the session, a review of our mili-
tary establishment is not the least important. It is called 
for by the events which have changed, and may be ex-
pected still further to change, the relative situation of our 
frontiers. In this review you will doubtless allow due 
weight to the considerations that the questions between 
us and certain foreign powers are not yet finally adjusted,
that the war in Europe is not yet terminated, and that our 
Western posts, when recovered, will demand provision 
for garrisoning and securing them. A statement of our 
present military force will be laid before you by the De-
partment of War.

With the review of our Army establishment is naturally 
connected that of the militia. It will merit inquiry what im-
perfections in the existing plan further experience may 
have unfolded. The subject is of so much moment in my 
estimation as to excite a constant solicitude that the con-
sideration of it may be renewed until the greatest attain-
able perfection shall be accomplished. Time is wearing 
away some advantages for forwarding the object, while 
none better deserves the persevering attention of the 
public councils.
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While we indulge the satisfaction which the actual condi-
tion of our Western borders so well authorizes, it is nec-
essary that we should not lose sight of an important truth 
which continually receives new confirmations, namely, 
that the provisions heretofore made with a view to the 
protection of the Indians from the violences of the lawless
part of our frontier inhabitants are insufficient. It is 
demonstrated that these violences can now be perpe-
trated with impunity, and it can need no argument to 
prove that unless the murdering of Indians can be re-
strained by bringing the murderers to condign punish-
ment, all the exertions of the Government to prevent de-
structive retaliations by the Indians will prove fruitless and
all our present agreeable prospects illusory. The frequent
destruction of innocent women and children, who are 
chiefly the victims of retaliation, must continue to shock 
humanity, and an enormous expense to drain the Trea-
sury of the Union.

To enforce upon the Indians the observance of justice it 
is indispensable that there shall be competent means of 
rendering justice to them. If these means can be devised 
by the wisdom of Congress, and especially if there can 
be added an adequate provision for supplying the neces-
sities of the Indians on reasonable terms (a measure the 
mention of which I the more readily repeat, as in all the 
conferences with them they urge it with solicitude), I 
should not hesitate to entertain a strong hope of render-
ing our tranquillity permanent. I add with pleasure that the
probability even of their civilization is not diminished by 
the experiments which have been thus far made under 
the auspices of Government. The accomplishment of this
work, if practicable, will reflect undecaying luster on our 
national character and administer the most grateful con-
solations that virtuous minds can know.

Gentlemen of the House of Representatives:
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The state of our revenue, with the sums which have been
borrowed and reimbursed pursuant to different acts of 
Congress, will be submitted from the proper Department, 
together with an estimate of the appropriations necessary
to be made for the service of the ensuing year.

Whether measures may not be advisable to reinforce the 
provision of the redemption of the public debt will natu-
rally engage your examination. Congress have demon-
strated their sense to be, and it were superfluous to re-
peat mine, that whatsoever will tend to accelerate the 
honorable extinction of our public debt accords as much 
with the true interest of our country as with the general 
sense of our constituents.

Gentlemen of the Senate and of the House of
Representatives:

The statements which will be laid before you relative to 
the Mint will shew the situation of that institution and the 
necessity of some further legislative provisions for carry-
ing the business of it more completely into effect, and for 
checking abuses which appear to be arising in particular 
quarters.

The progress in providing materials for the frigates and in
building them, the state of the fortifications of our har-
bors, the measures which have been pursued for obtain-
ing proper sites for arsenals and for replenishing our 
magazines with military stores, and the steps which have 
been taken toward the execution of the law for opening a 
trade with the Indians will likewise be presented for the 
information of Congress.

Temperate discussion of the important subjects which 
may arise in the course of the session and mutual for-
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bearance where there is a difference of opinion are too 
obvious and necessary for the peace, happiness, and 
welfare of our country to need any recommendation of 
mine.
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Eighth Annual Message to CongressEighth Annual Message to Congress

7 December 1796, Philadelphia

Fellow Citizens of the Senate and of the House of
Representatives:

In recurring to the internal situation of our country since I 
had last the pleasure to address you, I find ample reason 
for a renewed expression of that gratitude to the Ruler of 
the Universe which a continued series of prosperity has 
so often and so justly called forth.

The acts of the last session which required special ar-
rangements have been as far as circumstances would 
admit carried into operation.

Measures calculated to insure a continuance of the 
friendship of the Indians and to preserve peace along the
extent of our interior frontier have been digested and 
adopted. In the framing of these care has been taken to 
guard on the one hand our advanced settlements from 
the predatory incursions of those unruly individuals who 
can not be restrained by their tribes, and on the other 
hand to protect the rights secured to the Indians by 
treaty--to draw them nearer to the civilized state and in-
spire them with correct conceptions of the power as well 
as justice of the Government.

The meeting of the deputies from the Creek Nation at 
Colerain, in the State of Georgia, which had for a princi-
pal object the purchase of a parcel of their land by that 
State, broke up without its being accomplished, the na-
tion having previous to their departure instructed them 
against making any sale. The occasion, however, has 
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been improved to confirm by a new treaty with the 
Creeks their preexisting engagements with the United 
States, and to obtain their consent to the establishment 
of trading houses and military posts within their bound-
ary, by means of which their friendship and the general 
peace may be more effectually secured.

The period during the late session at which the appropri-
ation was passed for carrying into effect the treaty of 
amity, commerce, and navigation between the United 
States and His Brittanic Majesty necessarily procrasti-
nated the reception of the posts stipulated to be delivered
beyond the date assigned for that event. As soon, how-
ever, as the Governor-General of Canada could be ad-
dressed with propriety on the subject, arrangements were
cordially and promptly concluded for their evacuation, 
and the United States took possession of the principal of 
them, comprehending Oswego, Niagara, Detroit, Michili-
mackinac, and Fort Miami, where such repairs and addi-
tions have been ordered to be made as appeared indis-
pensable.

The commissioners appointed on the part of the United 
States and of Great Britain to determine which is the river
St. Croix mentioned in the treaty of peace of 1783, 
agreed in the choice of Egbert Benson, esq., of New 
York, for the 3rd commissioner. The whole met at St. An-
drew's, in Passamaquoddy Bay, in the beginning of Octo-
ber, and directed surveys to be made of the rivers in dis-
pute; but deeming it impracticable to have these surveys 
completed before the next year, they adjourned to meet 
at Boston in August, 1797, for the final decision of the 
question.

Other commissioners appointed on the part of the United 
States, agreeably to the 7th article of the treaty with 
Great Britain, relative to captures and condemnation of 
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vessels and other property, met the commissioners of His
Britannic Majesty in London in August last, when John 
Trumbull, esq., was chosen by lot for the 5th commis-
sioner. In October following the board were to proceed to 
business. As yet there has been no communication of 
commissioners on the part of Great Britain to unite with 
those who have been appointed on the part of the United 
States for carrying into effect the 6th article of the treaty.

The treaty with Spain required that the commissioners for
running the boundary line between the territory of the 
United States and His Catholic Majesty's provinces of 
East and West Florida should meet at the Natchez before
the expiration of 6 months after the exchange of the ratifi-
cations, which was effected at Aranjuez on the 25th day 
of April [1796]; and the troops of His Catholic Majesty oc-
cupying any posts within the limits of the United States 
were within the same time period to be withdrawn. The 
commissioner of the United States therefore commenced
his journey for the Natchez in September, and troops 
were ordered to occupy the posts from which the Spanish
garrisons should be withdrawn. Information has been re-
cently received of the appointment of a commissioner on 
the part of His Catholic Majesty for running the boundary 
line, but none of any appointment for the adjustment of 
the claims of our citizens whose vessels were captured 
by the armed vessels of Spain.

In pursuance of the act of Congress passed in the last 
session for the protection and relief of American sea-
men, agents were appointed, one to reside in Great 
Britain and the other in the West Indies. The effects of 
the agency in the West Indies are not yet fully ascer-
tained, but those which have been communicated afford 
grounds to believe the measure will be beneficial. The 
agent destined to reside in Great Britain declining to ac-
cept the appointment, the business has consequently de-
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volved on the minister of the United States in London, 
and will command his attention until a new agent shall be
appointed.

After many delays and disappointments arising out of the 
European war, the final arrangements for fulfilling the en-
gagements made to the Dey and Regency of Algiers will 
in all present appearance be crowned with success, but 
under great, though inevitable, disadvantages in the pe-
cuniary transactions occasioned by that war, which will 
render further provision necessary. The actual liberation 
of all our citizens who were prisoners in Algiers, while it 
gratifies every feeling of heart, is itself an earnest of a 
satisfactory termination of the whole negotiation. Mea-
sures are in operation for effecting treaties with the Re-
gencies of Tunis and Tripoli.

To an active external commerce the protection of a naval 
force is indispensable. This is manifest with regard to 
wars in which a State is itself a party. But besides this, it 
is in our own experience that the most sincere neutrality 
is not a sufficient guard against the depredations of na-
tions at war. To secure respect to a neutral flag requires 
a naval force organized and ready to vindicate it from in-
sult or aggression. This may even prevent the necessity 
of going to war by discouraging belligerent powers from 
committing such violations of the rights of the neutral 
party as may, first or last, leave no other option. From the
best information I have been able to obtain it would seem
as if our trade to the Mediterranean without a protecting 
force will always be insecure and our citizens exposed to 
the calamities from which numbers of them have but just 
been relieved.

These considerations invite the United States to look to 
the means, and to set about the gradual creation of a 
navy. The increasing progress of their navigation prom-
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ises them at no distant period the requisite supply of sea-
men, and their means in other respects favor the under-
taking. It is an encouragement, likewise, that their partic-
ular situation will give weight and influence to a moderate
naval force in their hands. Will it not, then, be advisable 
to begin without delay to provide and lay up the materials
for the building and equipping of ships of war, and to pro-
ceed in the work by degrees, in proportion as our re-
sources shall render it practicable without inconvenience,
so that a future war of Europe may not find our com-
merce in the same unprotected state in which it was 
found by the present?

Congress have repeatedly, and not without success, di-
rected their attention to the encouragement of manufac-
tures. The object is of too much consequence not to in-
sure a continuance of their efforts in every way which 
shall appear eligible. As a general rule, manufactures on 
public account are inexpedient; but where the state of 
things in a country leaves little hope that certain branches
of manufacture will for a great length of time obtain, when
these are of a nature essential to the furnishing and 
equipping of the public force in time of war, are not estab-
lishments for procuring them on public account to the ex-
tent of the ordinary demand for the public service recom-
mended by strong considerations of national policy as an 
exception to the general rule?

Ought our country to remain in such cases dependent on 
foreign supply, precarious because liable to be inter-
rupted? If the necessary article should in this mode cost 
more in time of peace, will not the security and indepen-
dence thence arising form an ample compensation?

Establishments of this sort, commensurate only with the 
calls of the public service in time of peace, will in time of 
war easily be extended in proportion to the exigencies of 
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the Government, and may even perhaps be made to 
yield a surplus for the supply of our citizens at large, so 
as to mitigate the privations from the interruption of their 
trade. If adopted, the plan ought to exclude all those 
branches which are already, or likely soon to be, estab-
lished in the country, in order that they may be no danger
of interference with pursuits of individual industry.

It will not be doubted that with reference either to individ-
ual or national welfare agriculture is of primary impor-
tance. In proportion as nations advance in population and
other circumstances of maturity this truth becomes more 
apparent, and renders the cultivation of the soil more and
more an object of public patronage. Institutions for pro-
moting it grow up, supported by the public purse; and to 
what object can it be dedicated with greater propriety?

Among the means which have been employed to this end
none have been attended with greater success than the 
establishment of boards (composed of proper characters)
charged with collecting and diffusing information, and en-
abled by premiums and small pecuniary aids to encour-
age and assist a spirit of discovery and improvement. 
This species of establishment contributes doubly to the 
increase of improvement by stimulating to enterprise and 
experiment, and by drawing to a common center the re-
sults everywhere of individual skill and observation, and 
spreading them thence over the whole nation. Experi-
ence accordingly has shewn that they are very cheap in-
struments of immense national benefits.

I have heretofore proposed to the consideration of Con-
gress the expediency of establishing a national university
and also a military academy. the desirableness of both 
these institutions has so constantly increased with every 
new view I have taken of the subject that I can not omit 
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the opportunity of once for all recalling your attention to 
them.

The assembly to which I address myself is too enlight-
ened not to be fully sensible how much a flourishing state
of the arts and sciences contributes to national prosperity
and reputation.

True it is that our country, much to its honor, contains 
many seminaries of learning highly repeatable and use-
ful; but the funds upon which they rest are too narrow to 
command the ablest professors in the different depart-
ments of liberal knowledge for the institution contem-
plated, though they would be excellent auxiliaries.

Amongst the motives to such an institution, the assimila-
tion of the principles, opinions, and manners of our coun-
try-men by the common education of a portion of our 
youth from every quarter well deserves attention. The 
more homogenous our citizens can be made in these 
particulars the greater will be our prospect of permanent 
union; and a primary object of such a national institution 
should be the education of our youth in the science of 
government. In a republic what species of knowledge can
be equally important and what duty more pressing on its 
legislature than to patronize a plan for communicating it 
to those who are to be the future guardians of the liber-
ties of the country?

The institution of a military academy is also recom-
mended by cogent reasons. However pacific the general 
policy of a nation may be, it ought never to be without an 
adequate stock of military knowledge for emergencies. 
The 1st would impair the energy of its character, and 
both would hazard its safety or expose it to greater evils 
when war could not be avoided; besides that, war might 
often not depend upon its own choice. In proportion as 
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the observance of pacific maxims might exempt a nation 
from the necessity of practicing the rules of the military 
art ought to be its care in preserving and transmitting, by 
proper establishments, the knowledge of that art.

Whatever argument may be drawn from particular exam-
ples superficially viewed, a thorough examination of the 
subject will evince that the art of war is at once compre-
hensive and complicated, that it demands much previous 
study, and that the possession of it in its most improved 
and perfect state is always of great moment to the secu-
rity of a nation. This, therefore, ought to be a serious care
of every government, and for this purpose an academy 
where a regular course of instruction is given is an obvi-
ous expedient which different nations have successfully 
employed.

The compensation to the officers of the United States in 
various instances, and in none more than in respect to 
the most important stations, appear to call for legislative 
revision. The consequences of a defective provision are 
of serious import to the Government. If private wealth is 
to supply the defect of public retribution, it will greatly 
contract the sphere within which the selection of charac-
ter for office is to be made, and will proportionally dimin-
ish the probability of a choice of men able as well as up-
right. Besides that, it should be repugnant to the vital 
principles of our Government virtually to exclude from 
public trusts talents and virtue unless accompanied by 
wealth.

While in our external relations some serious inconve-
niences and embarrassments have been overcome and 
others lessened, it is with much pain and deep regret I 
mention that circumstances of a very unwelcome nature 
have lately occurred. Our trade has suffered and is suf-
fering extensive injuries in the West Indies from the cruis-
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ers and agents of the French Republic, and communica-
tions have been received from its minister here which in-
dicate the danger of a further disturbance of our com-
merce by its authority, and which are in other respects far
from agreeable.

It has been my constant, sincere, and earnest wish, in 
conformity with that of our nation, to maintain cordial har-
mony and a perfectly friendly understanding with that Re-
public. This wish remains unabated, and I shall persevere
in the endeavor to fulfill it to the utmost extent of what 
shall be consistent with a just and indispensable regard 
to the rights and honor of our country; nor will I easily 
cease to cherish the expectation that a spirit of justice, 
candor, and friendship on the part of the Republic will 
eventually insure success.

In pursuing this course, however, I can not forget what is 
due to the character of our Government and nation, or to 
a full and entire confidence in the good sense, patriotism,
self-respect, and fortitude of my country-men.

I reserve for a special message a more particular com-
munication on this interesting subject.

Gentlemen of the House of Representatives:

I have directed an estimate of the appropriations neces-
sary for the service of the ensuing year to be submitted 
from the proper Department, with a view of the public re-
ceipts and expenditures to the latest period to which an 
account can be prepared.

It is with satisfaction I am able to inform you that the rev-
enues of the United States continue in a state of progres-
sive improvement.
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A reenforcement of the existing provisions for discharging
our public debt was mentioned in my address at the 
opening of the last session. Some preliminary steps were
taken toward it, the maturing of which will no doubt en-
gage your zealous attention during the present. I will only
add that it will afford me a heart-felt satisfaction to concur
in such further measures as will ascertain to our country 
the prospect of a speedy extinguishment of the debt. 
Posterity may have cause to regret if from any motive in-
tervals of tranquillity are left unimproved for accelerating 
this valuable end.

Gentlemen of the Senate and of the House of
Representatives:

My solicitude to see the militia of the United States 
placed on an efficient establishment has been so often 
and so ardently expressed that I shall but barely recall 
the subject to your view on the present occasion, at the 
same time that I shall submit to your inquiry whether our 
harbors are yet sufficiently secured.

The situation in which I now stand for the last time, in the 
midst of the representatives of the people of the United 
States, naturally recalls the period when the administra-
tion of the present form of government commenced, and I
can not omit the occasion to congratulate you and my 
country on the success of the experiment, nor to repeat 
my fervent supplications to the Supreme Ruler of the Uni-
verse and Sovereign Arbiter of Nations that His providen-
tial care may still be extended to the United States, that 
the virtue and happiness of the people may be pre-
served, and that the Government which they have insti-
tuted for the protection of their liberties may be perpetual.

208

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1502516136


Order Paperback on Amazon

Washington's Farewell AddressWashington's Farewell Address

September 19, 1796

Friends and Fellow-Citizens:

The period for a new election of a citizen, to administer 
the Executive Government of the United States being not
far distant, and the time actually arrived, when your 
thoughts must be employed in designating the person, 
who is to be clothed with that important trust, it appears 
to me proper, especially as it may conduce to a more dis-
tinct expression of the public voice, that I should now ap-
prise you of the resolution I have formed to decline being 
considered among the number of those out of whom a 
choice is to be made.

I beg you at the same time to do me the justice to be as-
sured, that this resolution has not been taken, without a 
strict regard to all the considerations appertaining to the 
relation which binds a dutiful citizen to his country; and 
that in withdrawing the tender of service, which silence in 
my situation might imply, I am influenced by no diminu-
tion of zeal for your future interest, no deficiency of grate-
ful respect for your past kindness, but am supported by a 
full conviction that the step is compatible with both.

The acceptance of, and continuance hitherto in the office 
to which your suffrages have twice called me have been 
a uniform sacrifice of inclination to the opinion of duty and
to a deference for what appeared to be your desire. I 
constantly hoped that it would have been much earlier in 
my power, consistently with motives which I was not at 
liberty to disregard, to return to that retirement from which
I had been reluctantly drawn. The strength of my inclina-

209

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1502516136


Order Paperback on Amazon

tion to do this previous to the last election had even led to
the preparation of an address to declare it to you; but ma-
ture reflection on the then perplexed and critical posture 
of our affairs with foreign nations, and the unanimous ad-
vice of persons entitled to my confidence impelled me to 
abandon the idea. I rejoice, that the state of your con-
cerns, external as well as internal, no longer renders the 
pursuit of inclination incompatible with the sentiment of 
duty, or propriety, and am persuaded, whatever partiality 
may be retained for my services, that in the present cir-
cumstances of our country, you will not disapprove my 
determination to retire.

The impressions with which I first undertook the arduous 
trust were explained on the proper occasion. In the dis-
charge of this trust, I will only say that I have, with good 
intentions, contributed towards the organization and ad-
ministration of the government the best exertions of 
which a very fallible judgment was capable. Not uncon-
scious in the outset of the inferiority of my qualifications, 
experience in my own eyes, perhaps still more in the 
eyes of others, has strengthened the motives to diffi-
dence of myself; and every day the increasing weight of 
years admonishes me more and more that the shade of 
retirement is as necessary to me as it will be welcome. 
Satisfied that if any circumstances have given peculiar 
value to my services they were temporary, I have the 
consolation to believe that, while choice and prudence in-
vite me to quit the political scene, patriotism does not for-
bid it.

In looking forward to the moment which is intended to ter-
minate the career of my public life my feelings do not per-
mit me to suspend the deep acknowledgment of that debt
of gratitude, which I owe to my beloved country for the 
many honors it has conferred upon me; still more for the 
steadfast confidence with which it has supported me, and
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for the opportunities I have thence enjoyed of manifesting
my inviolable attachment by services faithful and perse-
vering, though in usefulness unequal to my zeal. If bene-
fits have resulted to our country from these services, let it
always be remembered to your praise and as an instruc-
tive example in our annals, that under circumstances in 
which the passions, agitated in every direction, were li-
able to mislead; amidst appearances sometimes dubious;
vicissitudes of fortune often discouraging; in situations in 
which not unfrequently want of success has counte-
nanced the spirit of criticism, the constancy of your sup-
port was the essential prop of the efforts and a guarantee
of the plans by which they were effected. Profoundly pen-
etrated with this idea, I shall carry it with me to my grave 
as a strong incitement to unceasing vows that Heaven 
may continue to you the choicest tokens of its benefi-
cence that your union and brotherly affection may be per-
petual; that the free Constitution which is the work of your
hands may be sacredly maintained; that its administration
in every department may be stamped with wisdom and 
virtue; that, in fine, the happiness of the people of these 
States, under the auspices of liberty, may be made com-
plete by so careful a preservation and so prudent a use 
of this blessing as will acquire to them the glory of recom-
mending it to the applause, the affection, and adoption of 
every nation which is yet a stranger to it.

Here, perhaps, I ought to stop. But a solicitude for your 
welfare which cannot end but with my life, and the appre-
hension of danger natural to that solicitude, urge me on 
an occasion like the present to offer to your solemn con-
templation and to recommend to your frequent review 
some sentiments which are the result of much reflection, 
of no inconsiderable observation, and which appear to 
me all important to the permanency of your felicity as a 
people. These will be offered to you with the more free-
dom as you can only see in them the disinterested warn-
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ings of a parting friend, who can possibly have no per-
sonal motive to bias his counsel. Nor can I forget as an 
encouragement to it your indulgent reception of my senti-
ments on a former and not dissimilar occasion.

Interwoven as is the love of liberty with every ligament of 
your hearts, no recommendation of mine is necessary to 
fortify or confirm the attachment.

The unity of government which constitutes you one peo-
ple is also now dear to you. It is justly so, for it is a main 
pillar in the edifice of your real independence, the support
of your tranquillity at home, your peace abroad, of your 
safety, of your prosperity, of that very liberty which you so
highly prize. But as it is easy to foresee that from different
causes and from different quarters much pains will be 
taken, many artifices employed, to weaken in your minds 
the conviction of this truth, as this is the point in your po-
litical fortress against which the batteries of internal and 
external enemies will be most constantly and actively 
(though often covertly and insidiously) directed, it is of in-
finite moment, that you should properly estimate the im-
mense value of your national union to your collective and 
individual happiness; that you should cherish a cordial, 
habitual, and immovable attachment to it; accustoming 
yourselves to think and speak of it as of the palladium of 
your political safety and prosperity; watching for its 
preservation with jealous anxiety; discountenancing 
whatever may suggest even a suspicion that it can in any
event be abandoned, and indignantly frowning upon the 
first dawning of every attempt to alienate any portion of 
our country from the rest, or to enfeeble the sacred ties 
which now link together the various parts.

For this you have every inducement of sympathy and in-
terest. Citizens by birth or choice of a common country, 
that country has a right to concentrate your affections. 
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The name of American, which belongs to you in your na-
tional capacity, must always exalt the just pride of patrio-
tism more than any appellation derived from local dis-
criminations. With slight shades of difference, you have 
the same religion, manners, habits, and political princi-
ples. You have in a common cause fought and triumphed
together. The independence and liberty you possess are 
the work of joint counsels, and joint efforts, of common 
dangers, sufferings, and successes.

But these considerations, however powerfully they ad-
dress themselves to your sensibility, are greatly out-
weighed by those which apply more immediately to your 
interest. Here every portion of our country finds the most 
commanding motives for carefully guarding and preserv-
ing the union of the whole.

The North, in an unrestrained intercourse with the South, 
protected by the equal laws of a common government, 
finds in the productions of the latter great additional re-
sources of maritime and commercial enterprise and pre-
cious materials of manufacturing industry. The South, in 
the same intercourse, benefiting by the same agency of 
the North, sees its agriculture grow and its commerce ex-
pand. Turning partly into its own channels the seamen of 
the North, it finds its particular navigation invigorated; and
while it contributes in different ways to nourish and in-
crease the general mass of the national navigation, it 
looks forward to the protection of a maritime strength to 
which itself is unequally adapted. The East, in a like inter-
course with the West, already finds, and in the progres-
sive improvement of interior communications by land and
water will more and more find, a valuable vent for the 
commodities which it brings from abroad or manufactures
at home. The West derives from the East supplies requi-
site to its growth and comfort, and what is perhaps of still 
greater consequence, it must of necessity owe the se-
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cure enjoyment of indispensable outlets for its own pro-
ductions to the weight, influence, and the future maritime 
strength of the Atlantic side of the Union, directed by an 
indissoluble community of interest as one nation. Any 
other tenure by which the West can hold this essential 
advantage, whether derived from its own separate 
strength, or from an apostate and unnatural connection 
with any foreign power, must be intrinsically precarious.

While, then, every part of our country thus feels an imme-
diate and particular interest in union, all the parts com-
bined in the united mass of means and efforts cannot fail 
to find greater strength, greater resource, proportionately 
greater security from external danger, a less frequent in-
terruption of their peace by foreign nations, and what is of
inestimable value, they must derive from Union an ex-
emption from those broils and wars between themselves 
which so frequently afflict neighboring countries not tied 
together by the same governments, which their own rival-
ries alone would be sufficient to produce, but which oppo-
site foreign alliances, attachments, and intrigues would 
stimulate and embitter. Hence, likewise, they will avoid 
the necessity of those overgrown military establishments 
which, under any form of government, are inauspicious to
liberty, and which are to be regarded as particularly hos-
tile to republican liberty. In this sense it is, that your union
ought to be considered as a main prop of your liberty, 
and that the love of the one ought to endear to you the 
preservation of the other.

These considerations speak a persuasive language to 
every reflecting and virtuous mind, and exhibit the contin-
uance of the union as a primary object of patriotic desire. 
Is there a doubt whether a common government can em-
brace so large a sphere? Let experience solve it. To lis-
ten to mere speculation in such a case were criminal. We
are authorized to hope that a proper organization of the 
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whole, with the auxiliary agency of governments for the 
respective subdivisions, will afford a happy issue to the 
experiment. It is well worth a fair and full experiment. 
With such powerful and obvious motives to union affect-
ing all parts of our country, while experience shall not 
have demonstrated its impracticability, there will always 
be reason to distrust the patriotism of those who in any 
quarter may endeavour to weaken its bands.

In contemplating the causes which may disturb our union 
it occurs as matter of serious concern that any ground 
should have been furnished for characterizing parties by 
geographical discriminations Northern and Southern, At-
lantic and Western whence designing men may endeavor
to excite a belief that there is a real difference of local in-
terests and views. One of the expedients of party to ac-
quire influence within particular districts is to misrepre-
sent the opinions and aims of other districts. You cannot 
shield yourselves too much against the jealousies and 
heart burnings which spring from these misrepresenta-
tions; they tend to render alien to each other those who 
ought to be bound together by fraternal affection. The in-
habitants of our Western country have lately had a useful
lesson on this head. They have seen in the negotiation 
by the Executive and in the unanimous ratification by the 
Senate of the treaty with Spain, and in the universal sat-
isfaction at that event throughout the United States, a de-
cisive proof how unfounded were the suspicions propa-
gated among them of a policy in the General Government
and in the Atlantic States unfriendly to their interests in 
regard to the Mississippi. They have been witnesses to 
the formation of two treaties – that with Great Britain and 
that with Spain – which secure to them everything they 
could desire in respect to our foreign relations towards 
confirming their prosperity. Will it not be their wisdom to 
rely for the preservation of these advantages on the 
union by which they were procured? Will they not hence-
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forth be deaf to those advisers, if such there are, who 
would sever them from their brethren and connect them 
with aliens?

To the efficacy and permanency of your union a govern-
ment for the whole is indispensable. No alliances, how-
ever strict, between the parts can be an adequate substi-
tute. They must inevitably experience the infractions and 
interruptions which all alliances in all times have experi-
enced. Sensible of this momentous truth, you have im-
proved upon your first essay by the adoption of a Consti-
tution of Government better calculated than your former 
for an intimate union and for the efficacious management
of your common concerns. This Government, the off-
spring of our own choice, uninfluenced and unawed, 
adopted upon full investigation and mature deliberation, 
completely free in its principles, in the distribution of its 
powers, uniting security with energy, and containing 
within itself a provision for its own amendment, has a just
claim to your confidence and your support. Respect for 
its authority, compliance with its laws, acquiescence in its
measures, are duties enjoined by the fundamental max-
ims of true liberty. The basis of our political systems is 
the right of the people to make and to alter their constitu-
tions of government. But the constitution which at any 
time exists till changed by an explicit and authentic act of 
the whole people is sacredly obligatory upon all. The very
idea of the power and the right of the people to establish 
government presupposes the duty of every individual to 
obey the established government.

All obstructions to the execution of the laws, all combina-
tions and associations, under whatever plausible charac-
ter, with the real design to direct, control, counteract, or 
awe the regular deliberation and action of the constituted 
authorities, are destructive of this fundamental principle 
and of fatal tendency. They serve to organize faction; to 
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give it an artificial and extraordinary force; to put in the 
place of the delegated will of the nation the will of a party,
often a small but artful and enterprising minority of the 
community, and, according to the alternate triumphs of 
different parties, to make the public administration the 
mirror of the ill-concerted and incongruous projects of 
faction rather than the organ of consistent and whole-
some plans, digested by common councils and modified 
by mutual interests.

However combinations or associations of the above de-
scription may now and then answer popular ends, they 
are likely in the course of time and things to become po-
tent engines by which cunning, ambitious, and unprinci-
pled men will be enabled to subvert the power of the peo-
ple, and to usurp for themselves the reins of government,
destroying afterwards the very engines which have lifted 
them to unjust dominion.

Toward the preservation of your Government and the 
permanency of your present happy state, it is requisite 
not only that you steadily discountenance irregular oppo-
sitions to its acknowledged authority, but also that you re-
sist with care the spirit of innovation upon its principles, 
however specious the pretexts. One method of assault 
may be to effect in the forms of the Constitution alter-
ations which will impair the energy of the system, and 
thus to undermine what cannot be directly overthrown. In 
all the changes to which you may be invited remember 
that time and habit are at least as necessary to fix the 
true character of governments as of other human institu-
tions; that experience is the surest standard by which to 
test the real tendency of the existing constitution of a 
country; that facility in changes upon the credit of mere 
hypothesis and opinion exposes to perpetual change, 
from the endless variety of hypothesis and opinion; and 
remember especially that for the efficient management of
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your common interests in a country so extensive as ours 
a Government of as much vigor as is consistent with the 
perfect security of liberty is indispensable. Liberty itself 
will find in such a government, with powers properly dis-
tributed and adjusted, its surest Guardian. It is, indeed, 
little else than a name where the Government is too fee-
ble to withstand the enterprises of faction, to confine 
each member of the society within the limits prescribed 
by the laws, and to maintain all in the secure and tranquil 
enjoyment of the rights of person and property.

I have already intimated to you the danger of parties in 
the State, with particular reference to the founding of 
them on geographical discriminations. Let me now take a
more comprehensive view, and warn you in the most 
solemn manner against the baneful effects of the spirit of 
party generally.

This Spirit, unfortunately, is inseparable from our nature, 
having its root in the strongest passions of the human 
mind. It exists under different shapes in all governments, 
more or less stifled, controlled, or repressed; but in those 
of the popular form it is seen in its greatest rankness and 
is truly their worst enemy.

The alternate domination of one faction over another, 
sharpened by the spirit of revenge natural to party dis-
sension, which in different ages and countries has perpe-
trated the most horrid enormities, is itself a frightful 
despotism. But this leads at length to a more formal and 
permanent despotism. The disorders and miseries which 
result gradually incline the minds of men to seek security 
and repose in the absolute power of an individual, and 
sooner or later the chief of some prevailing faction, more 
able or more fortunate than his competitors, turns this 
disposition to the purposes of his own elevation on the 
ruins of public liberty.
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Without looking forward to an extremity of this kind 
(which nevertheless ought not to be entirely out of sight), 
the common and continual mischiefs of the spirit of party 
are sufficient to make it the interest and duty of a wise 
people to discourage and restrain it.

It serves always to distract the public councils, and en-
feeble the public administration. It agitates the community
with ill-founded jealousies and false alarms; kindles the 
animosity of one part against another; foments occasion-
ally riot and insurrection. It opens the door to foreign in-
fluence and corruption, which find a facilitated access to 
the government itself through the channels of party pas-
sion. Thus the policy and the will of one country are sub-
jected to the policy and will of another.

There is an opinion that parties in free countries are use-
ful checks upon the administration of the government, 
and serve to keep alive the spirit of liberty. This within 
certain limits is probably true and in governments of a 
monarchical cast patriotism may look with indulgence, if 
not with favor, upon the spirit of party. But in those of the 
popular character, in governments purely elective, it is a 
spirit not to be encouraged. From their natural tendency it
is certain there will always be enough of that spirit for ev-
ery salutary purpose; and there being constant danger of 
excess, the effort ought to be by force of public opinion to
mitigate and assuage it. A fire not to be quenched, it de-
mands a uniform vigilance to prevent its bursting into a 
flame, lest, instead of warming, it should consume.

It is important, likewise, that the habits of thinking in a 
free country should inspire caution in those entrusted 
with its administration to confine themselves within their 
respective constitutional spheres, avoiding in the exer-
cise of the powers of one department to encroach upon 
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another. The spirit of encroachment tends to consolidate 
the powers of all the departments in one, and thus to cre-
ate, whatever the form of government, a real despotism. 
A just estimate of that love of power and proneness to 
abuse it which predominates in the human heart is suffi-
cient to satisfy us of the truth of this position. The neces-
sity of reciprocal checks in the exercise of political power,
by dividing and distributing it into different depositories, 
and constituting each the guardian of the public weal 
against invasions by the others, has been evinced by ex-
periments ancient and modern, some of them in our 
country and under our own eyes. To preserve them must 
be as necessary as to institute them. If, in the opinion of 
the people, the distribution or modification of the constitu-
tional powers be in any particular wrong, let it be cor-
rected by an amendment in the way which the Constitu-
tion designates. But let there be no change by usurpa-
tion; for though this in one instance may be the instru-
ment of good, it is the customary weapon by which free 
governments are destroyed. The precedent must always 
greatly overbalance in permanent evil any partial or tran-
sient benefit which the use can at any time yield.

Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political 
prosperity, religion and morality are indispensable sup-
ports. In vain would that man claim the tribute of patrio-
tism who should labor to subvert these great pillars of hu-
man happiness – these firmest props of the duties of men
and citizens. The mere politician, equally with the pious 
man, ought to respect and to cherish them. A volume 
could not trace all their connections with private and pub-
lic felicity. Let it simply be asked, "where is the security 
for property, for reputation, for life, if the sense of reli-
gious obligation desert the oaths which are the instru-
ments of investigation in courts of justice?" And let us 
with caution indulge the supposition that morality can be 
maintained without religion. Whatever may be conceded 
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to the influence of refined education on minds of peculiar 
structure, reason and experience both forbid us to expect
that national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious 
principle.

It is substantially true that virtue or morality is a neces-
sary spring of popular government. The rule indeed ex-
tends with more or less force to every species of free 
government. Who that is a sincere friend to it can look 
with indifference upon attempts to shake the foundation 
of the fabric?

Promote, then, as an object of primary importance, insti-
tutions for the general diffusion of knowledge. In propor-
tion as the structure of a government gives force to public
opinion, it is essential that public opinion should be en-
lightened.

As a very important source of strength and security, cher-
ish public credit. One method of preserving it is to use it 
as sparingly as possible, avoiding occasions of expense 
by cultivating peace, but remembering also that timely 
disbursements to prepare for danger frequently prevent 
much greater disbursements to repel it; avoiding likewise 
the accumulation of debt, not only by shunning occasions
of expense, but by vigorous exertions in times of peace 
to discharge the debts which unavoidable wars have oc-
casioned, not ungenerously throwing upon posterity the 
burden which we ourselves ought to bear. The execution 
of these maxims belongs to your representatives; but it is
necessary that public opinion should cooperate. To facili-
tate to them the performance of their duty it is essential 
that you should practically bear in mind that towards the 
payment of debts there must be revenue; that to have 
revenue there must be taxes; that no taxes can be de-
vised which are not more or less inconvenient and un-
pleasant; that the intrinsic embarrassment inseparable 
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from the selection of the proper objects (which is always 
a choice of difficulties), ought to be a decisive motive for 
a candid construction of the conduct of the Government 
in making it, and for a spirit of acquiescence in the mea-
sures for obtaining revenue which the public exigencies 
may at any time dictate.

Observe good faith and justice towards all nations. Culti-
vate peace and harmony with all. Religion and morality 
enjoin this conduct. And can it be that good policy does 
not equally enjoin it? It will be worthy of a free, enlight-
ened, and at no distant period a great nation to give to 
mankind the magnanimous and too novel example of a 
people always guided by an exalted justice and benevo-
lence. Who can doubt that in the course of time and 
things the fruits of such a plan would richly repay any 
temporary advantages which might be lost by a steady 
adherence to it? Can it be that Providence has not con-
nected the permanent felicity of a nation with its virtue? 
The experiment, at least, is recommended by every senti-
ment which ennobles human nature. Alas! is it rendered 
impossible by its vices?

In the execution of such a plan nothing is more essential 
than that permanent, inveterate antipathies against par-
ticular nations and passionate attachments for others 
should be excluded, and that in place of them just and 
amicable feelings towards all should be cultivated. The 
nation which indulges towards another an habitual hatred
or an habitual fondness is in some degree a slave. It is a 
slave to its animosity or to its affection, either of which is 
sufficient to lead it astray from its duty and its interest. 
Antipathy in one nation against another disposes each 
more readily to offer insult and injury, to lay hold of slight 
causes of umbrage, and to be haughty and intractable 
when accidental or trifling occasions of dispute occur. 
Hence frequent collisions, obstinate, envenomed, and 
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bloody contests. The nation prompted by ill-will and re-
sentment sometimes impels to war the government con-
trary to the best calculations of policy. The government 
sometimes participates in the national propensity, and 
adopts through passion what reason would reject. At 
other times it makes the animosity of the nation sub-
servient to projects of hostility, instigated by pride, ambi-
tion, and other sinister and pernicious motives. The 
peace often, sometimes perhaps the liberty, of nations 
has been the victim.

So, likewise, a passionate attachment of one nation for 
another produces a variety of evils. Sympathy for the fa-
vorite nation, facilitating the illusion of an imaginary com-
mon interest in cases where no real common interest ex-
ists, and infusing into one the enmities of the other, be-
trays the former into a participation in the quarrels and 
wars of the latter without adequate inducement or justifi-
cation. It leads also to concessions to the favorite nation 
of privileges denied to others, which is apt doubly to in-
jure the nation making the concessions by unnecessarily 
parting with what ought to have been retained, and by ex-
citing jealousy, ill-will, and a disposition to retaliate in the 
parties from whom equal privileges are withheld; and it 
gives to ambitious, corrupted, or deluded citizens (who 
devote themselves to the favorite nation) facility to betray
or sacrifice the interests of their own country without 
odium, sometimes even with popularity, gilding with the 
appearances of a virtuous sense of obligation, a com-
mendable deference for public opinion, or a laudable zeal
for public good the base or foolish compliances of ambi-
tion, corruption, or infatuation.

As avenues to foreign influence in innumerable ways, 
such attachments are particularly alarming to the truly en-
lightened and independent patriot. How many opportuni-
ties do they afford to tamper with domestic factions, to 
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practise the arts of seduction, to mislead public opinion, 
to influence or awe the public councils! Such an attach-
ment of a small or weak toward a great and powerful na-
tion dooms the former to be the satellite of the latter. 
Against the insidious wiles of foreign influence (I conjure 
you to believe me, fellow-citizens), the jealousy of a free 
people ought to be constantly awake, since history and 
experience prove that foreign influence is one of the most
baneful foes of republican government. But that jealousy,
to be useful, must be impartial, else it becomes the in-
strument of the very influence to be avoided, instead of a 
defense against it. Excessive partiality for one foreign na-
tion and excessive dislike of another cause those whom 
they actuate to see danger only on one side, and serve to
veil and even second the arts of influence on the other. 
Real patriots who may resist the intrigues of the favorite 
are liable to become suspected and odious, while its 
tools and dupes usurp the applause and confidence of 
the people to surrender their interests.

The great rule of conduct for us, in regard to foreign na-
tions, is, in extending our commercial relations to have 
with them as little political connection as possible. So far 
as we have already formed engagements, let them be 
fulfilled with perfect good faith. Here let us stop.

Europe has a set of primary interests which to us have 
none or a very remote relation. Hence she must be en-
gaged in frequent controversies, the causes of which are 
essentially foreign to our concerns. Hence, therefore, it 
must be unwise in us to implicate ourselves by artificial 
ties in the ordinary vicissitudes of her politics or the ordi-
nary combinations and collisions of her friendships or en-
mities.

Our detached and distant situation invites and enables us
to pursue a different course. If we remain one people, un-
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der an efficient government, the period is not far off when
we may defy material injury from external annoyance; 
when we may take such an attitude as will cause the 
neutrality we may at any time resolve upon to be scrupu-
lously respected; when belligerent nations, under the im-
possibility of making acquisitions upon us, will not lightly 
hazard the giving us provocation; when we may choose 
peace or war, as our interest, guided by our justice, shall 
counsel.

Why forgo the advantages of so peculiar a situation? 
Why quit our own to stand upon foreign ground? Why, by
interweaving our destiny with that of any part of Europe, 
entangle our peace and prosperity in the toils of Euro-
pean ambition, rivalship, interest, humor, or caprice?

It is our true policy to steer clear of permanent alliances 
with any portion of the foreign world, so far, I mean, as 
we are now at liberty to do it; for let me not be under-
stood as capable of patronizing infidelity to existing en-
gagements. I hold the maxim no less applicable to public 
than to private affairs that honesty is always the best pol-
icy. I repeat, therefore, let those engagements be ob-
served in their genuine sense. But in my opinion it is un-
necessary and would be unwise to extend them.

Taking care always to keep ourselves by suitable estab-
lishments on a respectable defensive posture, we may 
safely trust to temporary alliances for extraordinary emer-
gencies.

Harmony, liberal intercourse with all nations are recom-
mended by policy, humanity, and interest. But even our 
commercial policy should hold an equal and impartial 
hand, neither seeking nor granting exclusive favors or 
preferences; consulting the natural course of things; dif-
fusing and diversifying by gentle means the streams of 

225

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1502516136


Order Paperback on Amazon

commerce, but forcing nothing; establishing with powers 
so disposed, in order to give trade a stable course, to de-
fine the rights of our merchants, and to enable the Gov-
ernment to support them, conventional rules of inter-
course, the best that present circumstances and mutual 
opinion will permit, but temporary and liable to be from 
time to time abandoned or varied as experience and cir-
cumstances shall dictate; constantly keeping in view that 
it is folly in one nation to look for disinterested favors from
another; that it must pay with a portion of its indepen-
dence for whatever it may accept under that character; 
that by such acceptance it may place itself in the condi-
tion of having given equivalents for nominal favors, and 
yet of being reproached with ingratitude for not giving 
more. There can be no greater error than to expect or 
calculate upon real favors from nation to nation. It is an il-
lusion which experience must cure, which a just pride 
ought to discard.

In offering to you, my countrymen, these counsels of an 
old and affectionate friend I dare not hope they will make 
the strong and lasting impression I could wish – that they 
will control the usual current of the passions or prevent 
our nation from running the course which has hitherto 
marked the destiny of nations. But if I may even flatter 
myself that they may be productive of some partial bene-
fit, some occasional good – that they may now and then 
recur to moderate the fury of party spirit, to warn against 
the mischiefs of foreign intrigue, to guard against the im-
postures of pretended patriotism – this hope will be a full 
recompense for the solicitude for your welfare by which 
they have been dictated.

How far in the discharge of my official duties I have been 
guided by the principles which have been delineated the 
public records and other evidences of my conduct must 
witness to you and to the world. To myself, the assurance
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of my own conscience is that I have at least believed my-
self to be guided by them.

In relation to the still subsisting war in Europe my procla-
mation of the 22d of April, 1793, is the index to my plan. 
Sanctioned by your approving voice and by that of your 
representatives in both Houses of Congress, the spirit of 
that measure has continually governed me, uninfluenced 
by any attempts to deter or divert me from it.

After deliberate examination, with the aid of the best 
lights I could obtain, I was well satisfied that our country, 
under all the circumstances of the case, had a right to 
take, and was bound in duty and interest to take, a neu-
tral position. Having taken it, I determined as far as 
should depend upon me to maintain it with moderation, 
perseverance, and firmness.

The considerations which respect the right to hold this 
conduct it is not necessary on this occasion to detail. I 
will only observe, that, according to my understanding of 
the matter, that right, so far from being denied by any of 
the belligerent powers, has been virtually admitted by all.

The duty of holding a neutral conduct may be inferred, 
without any thing more, from the obligation which justice 
and humanity impose on every nation, in cases in which 
it is free to act, to maintain inviolate the relations of peace
and amity towards other nations.

The inducements of interest for observing that conduct 
will best be referred to your own reflections and experi-
ence. With me a predominant motive has been to en-
deavor to gain time to our country to settle and mature its
yet recent institutions, and to progress without interrup-
tion to that degree of strength and consistency which is 
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necessary to give it, humanly speaking, the command of 
its own fortunes.

Though, in reviewing the incidents of my Administration, I
am unconscious of intentional error, I am nevertheless 
too sensible of my defects not to think it probable that I 
may have committed many errors. Whatever they may 
be, I fervently beseech the Almighty to avert or mitigate 
the evils to which they may tend. I shall also carry with 
me the hope that my country will never cease to view 
them with indulgence, and that, after forty-five years of 
my life dedicated to its service with an upright zeal, the 
faults of incompetent abilities will be consigned to obliv-
ion, as myself must soon be to the mansions of rest.

Relying on its kindness in this as in other things, and ac-
tuated by that fervent love toward it which is so natural to 
a man who views in it the native soil of himself and his 
progenitors for several generations, I anticipate with 
pleasing expectation that retreat in which I promise my-
self to realize without alloy the sweet enjoyment of par-
taking in the midst of my fellow citizens the benign influ-
ence of good laws under a free government – the ever-
favorite object of my heart, and the happy reward, as I 
trust, of our mutual cares, labors, and dangers.

George Washington
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Last Will and TestamentLast Will and Testament

Mount Vernon, 9 July 1799

In the name of God, Amen.

I GEORGE WASHINGTON of Mount Vernon, a citizen of 
the United States, and lately President of the same, do 
make, ordain and declare this Instrument; which is written
with my own hand and every page thereof subscribed 
with my name, to be my last Will & Testament, revoking 
all others.

Imprimus. All my debts, of which there are but few, and 
none of magnitude, are to be punctually and speedily 
paid; and the Legacies hereinafter bequeathed, are to be 
discharged as soon as circumstances will permit, and in 
the manner directed.

Item To my dearly beloved wife Martha Washington I give
and bequeath the use, profit and benefit of my whole Es-
tate, real and personal, for the term of her natural life; ex-
cept such parts thereof as are specially disposed of here-
after: My improved lot in the Town of Alexandria, situated
on Pitt and Cameron Streets, I give to her & her heirs for-
ever; as I also do my household and kitchen furniture of 
every sort and kind, with the liquors and groceries which 
may be on hand at the time of my decease; to be used 
and disposed of as she may think proper.

Item Upon the decease of my wife, it is my Will and de-
sire, that all the slaves which I hold in my own right, shall 
receive their freedom. To emancipate them during her 
life, would, tho' earnestly wished by me, be attended with 
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such insuperable difficulties on account of their intermix-
ture by Marriages with the Dower Negroes, as to excite 
the most painful sensations, if not disagreeable conse-
quences from the latter, while both descriptions are in the
occupancy or the same Proprietor; it not being in my 
power, under the tenure by which the Dower Negroes are
held, to manumit them. And whereas among those who 
will receive freedom according to this devise, there may 
be some, who from old age or bodily infirmities, and oth-
ers who on account of their infancy, that will be unable to 
support themselves; it is my Will and desire that all who 
come under the first and second description shall be 
comfortably clothed and fed by my heirs while they live; 
and that such of the latter description as have no parents 
living, or if living are unable, or unwilling to provide for 
them, shall be bound by the Court until they shall arrive 
at the age of twenty-five years; and in cases where no 
record can be produced, whereby their ages can be as-
certained, the Judgment of the Court, upon its own view 
of the subject, shall be adequate & final. The negroes 
thus bound, are (by their Masters or Mistresses), to be 
taught to read and write; & to be brought up to some use-
ful occupation, agreeably to the Laws of the Common-
wealth of Virginia, providing for the support of orphan & 
other poor Children. And I do hereby expressly forbid the 
sale, or transportation out of the said Commonwealth of 
any Slave I may die possessed of, under any pretence 
whatsoever. And I do moreover most pointedly, and most
solemnly enjoin it upon my Executors hereafter named, 
or the survivors of them, to see that this clause respect-
ing Slaves, and every part thereof be religiously fulfilled 
at the Epoch at which it is directed to take place; without 
evasion, neglect or delay, after the Crops which may then
be on the ground are harvested, particularly as it re-
spects the aged & infirm; Seeing that a regular & perma-
nent fund be established for their support so long as 
there are subjects requiring it; not trusting to the uncer-
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tain provision to be made by individuals. And to my Mu-
latto man, William (calling himself William Lee) I give im-
mediate freedom; or if he should prefer it (on account of 
the accidents which have befallen him, and which have 
rendered him incapable of walking or of any active em-
ployment.) to remain in the situation he now is, it shall be 
optional in him to do so: In either case however, I allow 
him an annuity of thirty dollars during his natural life, 
which shall be independent of the victuals and clothes he
has been accustomed to receive, if he chooses the last 
alternative: but in full with his freedom, if he prefers the 
first: & this I give him as a testimony of my sense of his 
attachment to me, and for his faithful services during the 
Revolutionary War.

Item To the Trustees (Governors, or by whatsoever name
they may be designated) of the Academy in the Town of 
Alexandria, I give and bequeath, in Trust, four thousand 
dollars, or in other words twenty of the shares which I 
hold in the Bank of Alexandria, towards the support of a 
Free school, established at, and annexed to, the said 
Academy; for the purpose of educating such orphan chil-
dren, or the children of such other poor & indigent per-
sons as are unable to accomplish it with their own 
means: and who, in the judgment of the Trustees of the 
said Seminary, are best entitled to the benefit of this do-
nation. The aforesaid twenty shares I give and bequeath 
in perpetuity: the dividends only of which are to be drawn 
for, and applied by the said Trustees for the time being, 
for the uses above mentioned; the stock to remain entire 
and untouched; unless indications of a failure of the said 
Bank should be apparent, or discontinuance thereof 
should render a removal of this fund necessary; in either 
of these cases, the amount of the Stock here devised, is 
to be vested in some other Bank or public Institution, 
whereby the interest may with regularity & certainty be 
drawn, and applied as above. And to prevent misconcep-

231

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1502516136


Order Paperback on Amazon

tion, my meaning is, and is hereby declared to be, that 
these twenty shares are in lieu of, and not in addition to, 
the thousand pounds given by a missive letter some 
years ago; in consequence whereof an annuity of fifty 
pounds has since been paid towards the support of this 
Institution.

Item Whereas by a law of the Commonwealth of Virginia, 
enacted in the year 1785, the Legislature thereof was 
pleased (as an evidence of Its approbation of the ser-
vices I had rendered the public during the Revolution; & 
partly, I believe, in consideration of my having suggested 
the vast advantages which the community would derive 
from the extension of its Inland Navigation, under Leg-
islative patronage) to present me with one hundred 
shares of one hundred dollars each, in the incorporated 
company established for the purpose of extending the 
navigation of James River from tide water to the Moun-
tains: and also with fifty shares of one hundred pounds 
Sterling each, in the Corporation of another company, 
likewise established for the similar purpose of opening 
the Navigation of the River Potomac from tide water to 
Fort Cumberland; the acceptance of which, although the 
offer was highly honorable and grateful to my feelings, 
was refused, as inconsistent with a principle which I had 
adopted, and had never departed from, namely, not to re-
ceive pecuniary compensation for any services I could 
render my Country in its arduous struggle with Great 
Britain, for its Rights: and because I had evaded similar 
propositions from other States in the Union; adding to this
refusal, however, an intimation that, if it should be the 
pleasure of the Legislature, to permit me to appropriate 
the said shares to public uses, I would receive them on 
those terms with due sensibility; and this it having con-
sented to, in flattering terms, as will appear by a subse-
quent Law, and sundry resolutions, in the most ample 
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and honorable manner, I proceed after this recital, for the
more correct understanding of the case, to declare:

That as it has always been a source of serious regret 
with me, to see the youth of these United States sent to 
foreign Countries for the purpose of Education, often be-
fore their minds were formed, or they had imbibed any 
adequate ideas of the happiness of their own; contract-
ing, too frequently, not only habits of dissipation and ex-
travagance, but principles unfriendly to Republican Gov-
ernment & to the true and genuine liberties of mankind; 
which, thereafter are rarely overcome. For these reasons,
it has been my ardent wish, to see a plan devised on a 
liberal scale which would have a tendency to sprd. sys-
tematic ides through all parts of this rising Empire, 
thereby to do away local attachments and State preju-
dices, as far as the nature of things would, or indeed 
ought to admit, from our National Councils. Looking anx-
iously forward to the accomplishment of so desirable an 
object as this is (in my estimation) my mind has not been 
able to contemplate any plan more likely to effect the 
measure than the establishment of a UNIVERSITY in a 
central part of the United States, to which the youth of 
fortune and talents from all parts thereof might be sent for
the completion of their Education, in all the branches of 
polite literature in arts and Sciences, in acquiring knowl-
edge in the principles of politics & good government; and 
(as a matter of infinite Importance in my judgment) by as-
sociating with each other, and forming friendships in Ju-
venile years, be enabled to free themselves in a proper 
degree from those local prejudices and habitual Jeal-
ousies which have just been mentioned; and which, when
carried to excess, are never failing sources of disqui-
etude to the Public mind, & pregnant of mischievous con-
sequences to this Country: Under these impressions, so 
fully dilated.
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Item I give and bequeath in perpetuity the fifty shares 
which I hold in the Potomac Company (under the afore-
said Acts of the Legislature of Virginia) towards the en-
dowment of a UNIVERSITY to be established within the 
limits of the District of Columbia, under the auspices of 
the General Government, if that Government should in-
cline to extend a fostering hand towards it; and until such 
Seminary is established, and the funds arising on these 
shares shall be required for its support, my further Will & 
desire is that the profit accruing therefrom shall, when-
ever the dividends are made, be laid out in purchasing 
Stock in the Bank of Columbia or some other Bank, at the
discretion of my Executors; or by the Treasurer of the 
United States for the time being under the direction of 
Congress; provided that honourable body should Patron-
ize the measure, and the Dividends proceeding from the 
purchase of such stock is to be vested in more stock, and
so on, until a sum adequate to the accomplishment of the
object is obtained, of which I have not the smallest doubt,
before many years passes away; even if no aid or en-
couraged is given by Legislative authority, or from any 
other source

Item The hundred shares which I held in the James River
Company, I have given, and now confirm in perpetuity to,
and for the use and benefit of Liberty-Hall Academy, in 
the County of Rockbridge, in the Commonwealth of 
Virga.

Item I release exonerate and discharge, the Estate of my 
deceased brother Samuel Washington, from the payment
of the money which is due to me for the land I sold to 
Philip Pendleton (lying in the County of Berkeley) who as-
signed the same to him the said Samuel; who, by agree-
ment was to pay me therefor. And whereas by some con-
tract (the purport of which was never communicated to 
me.) between the said Samuel and his son Thornton 
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Washington, the latter became possessed of the afore-
said Land, without any conveyance having passed from 
me, either to the said Pendleton, the said Samuel, or the 
said Thornton, and without any consideration having 
been made, by which neglect neither the legal nor equi-
table title has been alienated; it rests therefore with me to
declare my intentions concerning the Premises; and 
these are to give and bequeath the said land to whomso-
ever the said Thornton Washington (who is also dead) 
devised the same; or to his heirs forever, if he died Intes-
tate: Exonerating the estate of the said Thornton, equally 
with that of the said Samuel from payment of the pur-
chase money; which, with Interest, agreeably to the origi-
nal contract with the said Pendleton, would amount to 
more than a thousand pounds. And whereas, two other 
sons of my said deceased brother Samuel, namely, 
George Steptoe Washington & Lawrence Augustine 
Washington, were, by the decease of those to whose 
care they were committed, brought under my protection, 
and in conseqe. have occasioned advances on my part 
for their education at College, and other Schools, for their
board, cloathing & other incidental expenses, to the 
amount of near five thousand dollars over and above the 
Sums furnished by their Estate, wch. sum may be incon-
venient for them, or their father's Estate to refund. I do for
these reasons acquit them, and the said estate, from the 
payment thereof. My intention being, that all accounts be-
tween them & me, and their father's estate and me, shall 
stand balanced.

Item The balance due to me from the Estate of 
Bartholomew Dandridge deceased (my wife's brother) 
and which amounted on the first day of October 1795 to 
four hundred and twenty-five pounds (as will appear by 
an account rendered by his deceased son John Dan-
dridge, who was the acting Exr. of his father's Will,) I re-
lease and acquit from the payment thereof. And the ne-
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groes, (then thirty-three in number) formerly belonging to 
the said estate, who were taken in execution, sold, and 
purchased in on my account in the year and ever since 
have remained in the possession, and to the use of Mary,
Widow of the said Bartholomew Dandridge, with their in-
crease, it is my will and desire shall continue, and be in 
her possession, without paying hire, or making compen-
sation for the same for the time past or to come, during 
her natural life; at the expiration of which, I direct that all 
of them who are forty years old & upwards, shall receive 
their freedom; all under that age and above sixteen, shall 
serve seven years and no longer; and all under sixteen 
years shall serve until they are twenty-five years of age, 
& then be free. And to avoid disputes respecting the ages
of any of these Negros, they are to be taken to the Court 
of the County in which they reside, and the Judgment 
thereof, in this relation, shall be final; and a record 
thereof made; which may be adduced as evidence at any
time thereafter, if disputes should arise concerning the 
same. And I further direct, that the heirs of the said 
Bartholomew Dandridge shall, equally, share the benefits
arising from the Services of the said negros according to 
the tenor of this devise, upon the decease of their 
Mother.

Item If Charles Carter who intermarried with my niece 
Betty Lewis is not sufficiently secured in the title to the 
lots he had of me in the town of Fredericksburgh, it is my 
Will and desire that my Executors shall make such con-
veyances of them as the law may require to render it per-
fect.

Item To my nephew William Augustine Washington and 
his heirs (if he should conceive them to be objects worth 
prosecuting) and to his heirs, a lot in the town of Man-
chester (opposite to Richmond) No. 265 drawn on my 
sole account, and also the tenth of one or two, hundred 
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acre lots, and two or three half acre lots in the City, and 
vicinity of Richmond, drawn in partnership with nine oth-
ers, all in the lottery of the deceased William Byrd are 
given; as is also a lot which I purchased of John Hood 
conveyed by William Willie and Samuel Gordon, Trustees
of the said John Hood, numbered 139 in the Town of Ed-
inburgh, in the County of Prince George, State of Vir-
ginia.

Item To my nephew Bushrod Washington, I give and be-
queath all the Papers in my possession which relate to 
my Civil and Military Administration of the affairs of this 
Country; I leave to him also such of my private papers as 
are worth preserving; and at the decease of my wife, and 
before; if she is not inclined to retain them, I give and be-
queath my Library of books, and pamphlets of every kind.

Item Having sold Lands which I possessed in the State of
Pennsylvania, and part of a tract held in equal right with 
George Clinton, late Governor of New York, in the State 
of New York; my share of land, and interest, in the Great 
Dismal Swamp, and a tract of land which I owned in the 
County of Gloucester; withholding the legal titles thereto, 
until the consideration money should be paid. And having
moreover leased, and conditionally sold (as will appear 
by the tenor of the said leases) all my lands upon the 
Great Kanhawa, and a tract of land upon Difficult Run, in 
the County of Loudon, it is my Will and direction, that 
whensoever the Contracts are fully, and respectively 
complied with, according to the spirit, true intent, and 
meaning thereof, on the part of the purchasers, their 
heirs or Assigns, that then, and in that case, Con-
veyances are to be made, agreeably to the terms of the 
said Contracts; & the money arising therefrom, when 
paid, to be vested in Bank stock; the dividends whereof, 
as of that also wch. is already vested therein, is to inure 
to my said Wife during her life; but the Stock itself is to 
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remain, and be subject to the general distribution, here-
after directed.

Item To the Earl of Buchan I recommit "the Box made of 
the Oak that sheltered the Great Sir William Wallace after
the battle of Falkirk" presented to me by his Lordship, in 
terms too flattering for me to repeat, with a request "to 
pass it, on the event of my decease, to the man in my 
country, who should appear to merit it best, upon the 
same conditions that have induced him to send it to me." 
Whether easy, or not, to select the man who might com-
port with his Lordships opinion in this respect, is not for 
me to say; but conceiving that no disposition of this valu-
able curiosity can be more eligible than the recommit-
ment of it to his own Cabinet, agreeably to the original 
design of the Goldsmith Company of Edinburgh, who pre-
sented it to him, and at his request, consented that it 
should be transferred to me; I do give and bequeath the 
same to his Lordship, and in case of his decease, to his 
heir with my grateful thanks for the distinguished honor of
presenting it to me; and more especially for the 
favourable sentiments with which he accompanied it.

Item To my brother Charles Washington I give and be-
queath the gold-headed Cane left me by Doctr Franklin in
his Will. I add nothing to it, because of the ample provi-
sion I have made for his Issue. To the acquaintances and
friends of my Juvenile years, Lawrence Washington & 
Robert Washington, of Chotanck, I give my other two 
gold-headed canes, having my arms engraved on them; 
and to each (as they will be useful where they live,) I 
leave one of the spy glasses which constituted part of my
equipage during the late War. To my compatriot in arms 
and old and intimate friend Doctor Craik, I give my Bu-
reau (or as the Cabinet Makers call it, Tambour Secre-
tary,) and the circular chair, an appendage of my Study. 
To Doctor David Stuart, I give my large shaving and 
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dressing table, and my Telescope. To the Reverend, now
Bryan, Lord Fairfax, I give a Bible in three large folio vol-
umes, with notes, presented to me by the Right Rev-
erend Thomas Wilson, Bishop of Sodor and Man. To 
General de la Fayette, I give a pair of finely wrought steel
pistols, taken from the enemy in the Revolutionary war. 
To my Sisters in law Hannah Washington and Mildred 
Washington; to my friends Eleanor Stuart, Hannah Wash-
ington of Fairfield, and Elizabeth Washington of Hayfield, 
I give, each, a mourning Ring of the value of one hundred
dollars. These bequests are not made for the intrinsic 
value of them, but as mementos of my esteem and re-
gard. To Tobias Lear, I give the use of the farm which he 
now holds, in virtue of a Lease from me to him, and his 
deceased wife (for and during their natural lives) free 
from Rent during his life; at the expiration of which, it is to
be disposed as is hereinafter directed. To Sally B. Haynie
(a distant relation of mine) I give and bequeath three hun-
dred dollars. To Sarah Green daughter of the deceased 
Thomas Bishop, & to Ann Walker, daughter of Jno. Alton,
also deceased, I give, each one hundred dollars, in con-
sideration of the attachment of their fathers to me, each 
of whom having lived nearly forty years in my family. To 
each of my Nephews, William Augustine Washington, 
George Lewis, George Steptoe Washington, Bushrod 
Washington, & Samuel Washington, I give one of the 
Swords or Cutteaux of which I may die possessed; and 
they are to chuse in the order they are named. These 
swords are accompanied with an injunction not to un-
sheath them for the purpose of shedding blood, except it 
be for self defence, or in defence of their Country & its 
rights; and in the latter case, to keep them unsheathed, 
and prefer falling with them in their hands, to the relin-
quishment thereof.

AND NOW
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Having gone through these specific devises, with expla-
nations for the more correct understanding of the mean-
ing and design of them, I proceed to the distribution of 
the more important parts of my Estate, in manner follow-
ing:

First To my nephew Bushrod Washington and his heirs 
(partly in consideration of an intimation to his deceased 
father, while we were Bachelors, & he had kindly under-
taken to superintend my Estate during my Military Ser-
vices in the former War between Great Britain and 
France, that if I should fall therein, Mount Vernon (then 
less extensive in domain than at present) should become
his property) I give and bequeath all that part thereof 
which is comprehended within the following limits, viz: 
Beginning at the ford of Dogue run, near my Mill, and ex-
tending along the road, and bounded thereby as it now 
goes, and ever has gone since my recollection of it, to 
the ford of little hunting Creek at the Gum spring until it 
comes to a knowl, opposite to an old road which formerly 
passed through the lower field of Muddy hole Farm; at 
which, on the north side of the said road are three red, or 
Spanish oaks marked as a corner, and a stone placed.--
thence by a line of trees to be marked, rectangular to the 
back line, or outer boundary of the tract between Thom-
son Mason & myself,--thence with that line Easterly (now 
double ditching with a Post & Rail fence thereon) to the 
run of little hunting Creek. thence with that run which is 
the boundary between the lands of the late Humphrey 
Peake and me, to the tide water of the said Creek; 
thence by that water to Potomac River. thence with the 
River to the mouth of Dogue Creek. and thence with the 
said Dogue creek, to the place of beginning at the afore-
said ford; containing upwards of four thousand Acres, be 
the same more or less; together with the Mansion house, 
and all other buildings, and improvemts. thereon.

240

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1502516136


Order Paperback on Amazon

Second In consideration of the consanguinity between 
them and my wife, being as nearly related to her as to 
myself, as on account of the affection I had for, and the 
obligation I was under to, their father when living, who 
from his youth had attached himself to my person, and 
followed my fortunes through the vicissitudes of the late 
Revolution; afterwards devoting his time to the Superin-
tendence of my private concerns for many years, whilst 
my public employments rendered it impracticable for me 
to do it myself, thereby affording me essential services, 
and always performing them in a manner the most filial 
and respectful: for these reasons I say, I give and be-
queath to George Fayette Washington, & Laurence Au-
gustine Washington and their heirs, my Estate East of lit-
tle hunting Creek, lying on the River Potomac; including 
the farm of 360 Acres, Leased to Tobias Lear as noticed 
before, and containing in the whole, by Deeds, Two thou-
sand and Seventy seven acres, be it more or less. Which
said Estate it is my Will and desire should be equitably, &
advantageously divided between them, according to 
quantity, quality and other circumstances when the 
youngest shall have arrived at the age of twenty one 
years, by three judicious and disinterested men; one to 
be chosen by each of the brothers, and the third by these
two. In the meantime, if the termination of my wife's inter-
est therein should have ceased, the profits arising there-
from are to be applied, for their joint uses and benefit:--

Third And whereas it has always been my intention, since
my expectation of having issue has ceased, to consider 
the Grand children of my wife in the same light as I do my
own relations, and to act a friendly part by them; more 
especially by the two whom we have reared from their 
earliest infancy, namely: Eleanor Parke Custis, and 
George Washington Parke Custis. And whereas the for-
mer of these hath lately intermarried with Lawrence 
Lewis, a son of my deceased sister Betty Lewis, by which
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union the inducement to provide for them both has been 
increased; Wherefore, I give and bequeath to the said 
Lawrence Lewis and Eleanor Parke Lewis, his wife, and 
their heirs, the residue of my Mount Vernon Estate, not 
already devised to my Nephew Bushrod Washington, 
comprehended within the following description, viz: All 
the land North of the Road leading from the ford of 
Dogue run to the Gum spring as described in the devise 
of the other part of the tract, to Bushrod Washington, until
it comes to the stone and three red or Spanish oaks on 
the knowl. thence with the rectangular line to the back 
line (between Mr. Mason & me) thence with that line 
westerly, along the new double ditch to Dogue run, by the
tumbling dam of my Mill; thence with the said run to the 
ford aforementioned; to which I add all the land I possess
west of the said Dogue run, and Dogue Crk. bounded 
Easterly and Southerly thereby; together with the Mill, 
Distillery & all other houses and improvements on the 
premises, making together about two thousand Acres, be
it more or less.

Fourth Actuated by the principle already mentioned, I 
give and bequeath to George Washington Parke Custis, 
the Grandson of my wife, and my Ward, and to his heirs, 
the tract I hold on four mile run in the vicinity of Alexan-
dria, containing one thousand two hundred acres, more 
or less, and my entire Square, number twenty one, in the 
City of Washington.

Fifth All the rest and residue of my Estate, real and per-
sonal, not disposed of in manner aforesaid. In whatso-
ever consisting, wheresoever lying, and whensoever 
found, a schedule of which, as far as is recollected, with 
a reasonable estimate of its value, is hereunto annexed: I
desire may be sold by my Executors at such times, in 
such manner, and in such credits (if an equal, valid, and 
satisfactory distribution of the specific property cannot be 
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made without), as, in their judgment shall be most con-
ducive to the interest of the parties concerned; and the 
monies arising therefrom to be divided into twenty three 
equal parts, and applied as follows, viz:

To William Augustine Washington, Elizabeth Spotswood, 
Jane Thornton and the heirs of Ann Ashton; son, and 
daughters of my deceased brother Augustine Washing-
ton, I give and bequeath four parts; that is, one part to 
each of them.

To Fielding Lewis, George Lewis, Robert Lewis, Howell 
Lewis and Betty Carter, sons and daughter of my de-
ceased Sister Betty Lewis, I give and bequeath, five other
parts, one to each of them.

To George Steptoe Washington, Lawrence Augustine 
Washington, Harriot Parks, and the heirs of Thornton 
Washington, sons and daughter of my deceased brother 
Samuel Washington, I give and bequeath other four 
parts, one part to each of them.

To Corbin Washington, and the heirs of Jane Washing-
ton, son and daughter of my deceased Brother John Au-
gustine Washington I give and bequeath two parts; one 
part to each of them.

To Samuel Washington, Frances Ball and Mildred Ham-
mond, son and daughters of my brother Charles Wash-
ington, I give and bequeath three parts: one part to each 
of them. And to George Fayette Washington, Charles Au-
gustine Washington and Maria Washington, sons and 
daughter of my deceased nephew, Geo: Augustine 
Washington, I give one other part; that is, to each a third 
of that part.
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To Elizabeth Parke Law, Martha Parke Peter, and 
Eleanor Parke Lewis, I give and bequeath three other 
parts, that is, a part to each of them.

And to my Nephews Bushrod Washington and Lawrence 
Lewis, and to my ward, the Grandson of my wife, I give 
and bequeath one other part:--that is, a third thereof to 
each of them. And if it should so happen, that any of 
these persons whose names are here enumerated (un-
known to me) should now be deceased, or should die be-
fore me, that in either of these cases, the heirs of such 
deceased persons shall, notwithstanding, derive all the 
benefit of the bequest; in the same manner as if he, or 
she, was actually living at the time.

And by way of advice, I recommend it to my Executors 
not to be precipitate in disposing of the landed property 
(herein directed to be sold) if from temporary causes the 
Sale thereof should be dull; experience having fully 
evinced, that the price of land (especially above the Falls 
of the Rivers and on the Western Waters) have been pro-
gressively rising, and cannot be long checked in its in-
creasing value. And I particularly recommend it to such of
the Legatees (under this clause of my Will) as can make 
it convenient, to take each a share of my Stock in the Po-
tomac Company in preference to the amount of what it 
might sell for: being thoroughly convinced myself, that no 
uses to which the money can be applied will be so pro-
ductive as the Tolls arising from this navigation when in 
full operation (and this from the nature of things it must 
be 'ere long) & more especially if that of the Shenandoah 
is added thereto.

The family vault at Mount Vernon requiring repairs, and 
being improperly situated besides, I desire that a new 
one of Brick, and upon a larger Scale, may be built, at the
foot of what is commonly called the Vineyard Inclosure, 
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on the ground which is marked out. In which my remains,
with those of my deceased relatives (now in the old 
Vault) and such others of my family as may chuse to be 
entombed there, may be deposited. And it is my express 
desire that my Corpse may be Interred in a private man-
ner, without parade, or funeral Oration.

Lastly, I constitute and appoint my dearly beloved wife 
Martha Washington, My Nephews William Augustine 
Washington, Bushrod Washington, George Steptoe 
Washington, Samuel Washington & Lawrence Lewis, and
my ward George Washington Parke Custis, (when he 
shall have arrived at the age twenty years) Executrix and 
Executors of this Will and testament, In the construction 
of which it will readily be perceived that no professional 
character has been consulted, or has had any Agency in 
the draught; and that, although it has occupied many of 
my leisure hours to digest and to through it into its 
present form, it may, notwithstanding, appear crude & in-
correct. But having endeavored to be plain, and explicit in
all the Devises, even at the expence of prolixity, perhaps 
of tautology, I hope, and trust, that no disputes will arise 
concerning them; but if, contrary to expectation, the case 
should be otherwise, from the want of legal expression, 
or the usual technical terms, or because too much or too 
little has been said on any of the Devises to be conso-
nant with law, My Will and direction expressly is, that all 
disputes (if unhappily any should arise) shall be decided 
by three impartial and intelligent men, known for their 
probity and good understanding; two to be chosen by the 
disputants, each having the choice of one, and the third 
by those two. Which three men thus chosen, shall, unfet-
tered by Law, or legal constructions, declare their Sense 
of the Testator's intention; and such decision is, to all in-
tents and purposes to be as binding on the parties as if it 
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had been given in the Supreme Court of the United 
States.

In witness of all, and of each of the things herein con-
tained I have set my hand and Seal, this ninth day of 
July, in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety 
and of the Independence of the United States the twenty 
fourth.
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The Thanksgiving ProclamationThe Thanksgiving Proclamation

New York, 3 October 1789

By the President of the United States of America. a 
Proclamation.

Whereas it is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the 
providence of Almighty God, to obey his will, to be grate-
ful for his benefits, and humbly to implore his protection 
and favor--and whereas both Houses of Congress have 
by their joint Committee requested me "to recommend to 
the People of the United States a day of public thanksgiv-
ing and prayer to be observed by acknowledging with 
grateful hearts the many signal favors of Almighty God 
especially by affording them an opportunity peaceably to 
establish a form of government for their safety and happi-
ness."

Now therefore I do recommend and assign Thursday the 
26th day of November next to be devoted by the People 
of these States to the service of that great and glorious 
Being, who is the beneficent Author of all the good that 
was, that is, or that will be--That we may then all unite in 
rendering unto him our sincere and humble thanks--for 
his kind care and protection of the People of this Country 
previous to their becoming a Nation--for the signal and 
manifold mercies, and the favorable interpositions of his 
Providence which we experienced in thecourse and con-
clusion of the late war--for the great degree of tranquillity,
union, and plenty, which we have since enjoyed--for the 
peaceable and rational manner, in which we have been 
enabled to establish constitutions of government for our 
safety and happiness, and particularly the national One 
now lately instituted--for the civil and religious liberty with 

247

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1502516136


Order Paperback on Amazon

which we are blessed; and the means we have of acquir-
ing and diffusing useful knowledge; and in general for all 
the great and various favors which he hath been pleased 
to confer upon us.

and also that we may then unite in most humbly offering 
our prayers and supplications to the great Lord and Ruler
of Nations and beseech him to pardon our national and 
other transgressions--to enable us all, whether in public 
or private stations, to perform our several and relative du-
ties properly and punctually--to render our national gov-
ernment a blessing to all the people, by constantly being 
a Government of wise, just, and constitutional laws, dis-
creetly and faithfully executed and obeyed--to protect and
guide all Sovereigns and Nations (especially such as 
have shewn kindness onto us) and to bless them with 
good government, peace, and concord--To promote the 
knowledge and practice of true religion and virtue, and 
the encrease of science among them and us--and gener-
ally to grant unto all Mankind such a degree of temporal 
prosperity as he alone knows to be best.

Given under my hand at the City of New-York the third 
day of October in the year of our Lord 1789.

Go: Washington
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The Fable of the Cherry TreeThe Fable of the Cherry Tree

From The Life of Washington, by Mason Locke
Weems, 1809

Never did the wise Ulysses take more pains with his 
beloved Telemachus, than did Mr. Washington with 
George, to inspire him with an early love of truth. "Truth, 
George"' (said he) "is the loveliest quality of youth. I 
would ride fifty miles, my son, to see the little boy whose 
heart is so honest, and his lips so pure, that we may de-
pend on every word he says. O how lovely does such a 
child appear in the eyes of every body! His parents doat 
on him; his relations glory in him; they are constantly 
praising him to their children, whom they beg to imitate 
him. They are often sending for him, to visit them; and re-
ceive him, when he comes, with as much joy as if he 
were a little angel, come to set pretty examples to their 
children."

"But, Oh! how different, George, is the case with the boy 
who is so given to lying, that nobody can believe a word 
he says! He is looked at with aversion wherever he goes,
and parents dread to see him come among their children.
Oh, George! my son! rather than see you come to this 
pass, dear as you are to my heart, gladly would I assist to
nail you up in your little coffin, and follow you to your 
grave. Hard, indeed, would it be to me to give up my son,
whose little feet are always so ready to run about with 
me, and whose fondly looking eyes and sweet prattle 
make so large a part of my happiness: but still I would 
give him up, rather than see him a common liar.

"Pa, (said George very seriously) do I ever tell lies?"
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"No, George, I thank God you do not, my son; and I re-
joice in the hope you never will. At least, you shall never, 
from me, have cause to be guilty of so shameful a thing. 
Many parents, indeed, even compel their children to this 
vile practice, by barbarously beating them for every little 
fault; hence, on the next offence, the little terrified crea-
ture slips out a lie! just to escape the rod. But as to your-
self, George, you know I have always told you, and now 
tell you again, that, whenever by accident you do any 
thing wrong, which must often be the case, as you are 
but a poor little boy yet, without experience or knowledge,
never tell a falsehood to conceal it; but come bravely up, 
my son, like a little man, and tell me of it: and instead of 
beating you, George, I will but the more honour and love 
you for it, my dear."

This, you'll say, was sowing good seed!--Yes, it was: and 
the crop, thank God, was, as I believe it ever will be, 
where a man acts the true parent, that is, the Guardian 
Angel, by his child.

The following anecdote is a case in point. It is too valu-
able to be lost, and too true to be doubted; for it was 
communicated to me by the same excellent lady to whom
I am indebted for the last.

"When George," said she, "was about six years old, he 
was made the wealthy master of a hatchet! of which, like 
most little boys, he was immoderately fond, and was con-
stantly going about chopping every thing that came in his 
way. One day, in the garden, where he often amused 
himself hacking his mother's pea-sticks, he unluckily tried
the edge of his hatchet on the body of a beautiful young 
English cherry-tree, which he barked so terribly, that I 
don't believe the tree ever got the better of it. The next 
morning the old gentleman finding out what had befallen 
his tree, which, by the by, was a great favourite, came 
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into the house, and with much warmth asked for the mis-
chievous author, declaring at the same time, that he 
would not have taken five guineas for his tree. Nobody 
could tell him any thing about it. Presently George and 
his hatchet made their appearance. George, said his fa-
ther, do you know who killed that beautiful little cherry-
tree yonder in the garden? This was a tough question; 
and George staggered under it for a moment; but quickly 
recovered himself: and looking at his father, with the 
sweet face of youth brightened with the inexpressible 
charm of all-conquering truth, he bravely cried out, "I 
can't tell a lie, Pa; you know I can't tell a lie. I did cut it 
with my hatchet."--Run to my arms, you dearest boy, 
cried his father in transports, run to my arms; glad am I, 
George, that you killed my tree; for you have paid me for 
it a thousand fold. Such an act of heroism in my son, is 
more worth than a thousand trees, though blossomed 
with silver, and their fruits of purest gold.

Weems, Mason Locke. The Life of Washington. A new 
edition with primary documents and introduction by Peter 
S. Onuf (Armonk, New York and London: M.E. Sharpe), 
8-10.
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Rules of Civility & Decent Behaviour in ComRules of Civility & Decent Behaviour in Com--
pany and Conversationpany and Conversation

By age sixteen, Washington had copied out by hand, 110
Rules of Civility & Decent Behavior in Company and Con-
versation. They are based on a set of rules composed by 
French Jesuits in 1595. Presumably they were copied out
as part of an exercise in penmanship assigned by young 
Washington's schoolmaster. The first English translation 
of the French rules appeared in 1640, and are ascribed 
to Francis Hawkins the twelve-year-old son of a doctor.

Today many, if not all of these rules, sound a little fussy if
not downright silly. It would be easy to dismiss them as 
outdated and appropriate to a time of powdered wigs and
quills, but they reflect a focus that is increasingly difficult 
to find. The rules have in common a focus on other peo-
ple rather than the narrow focus of our own self-interests 
that we find so prevalent today. Fussy or not, they repre-
sent more than just manners. They are the small sacri-
fices that we should all be willing to make for the good of 
all and the sake of living together.

These rules proclaim our respect for others and in turn 
give us the gift of self-respect and heightened self-es-
teem.

(Original errors in numbering have been corrected; origi-
nal spelling is unchanged.)

1st Every Action done in Company, ought to be with 
Some Sign of Respect, to those that are Present.

2d When in Company, put not your Hands to any Part of 
the Body, not usualy Discovered.
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3d Shew Nothing to your Freind that may affright him.

4th In the Presence of Others Sing not to yourself with a 
humming Noise, nor Drum with your Fingers or Feet.

5th If You Cough, Sneeze, Sigh, or Yawn, do it not Loud 
but Privately; and Speak not in your Yawning, but put 
Your handkercheif or Hand before your face and turn 
aside.

6th Sleep not when others Speak, Sit not when others 
stand, Speak not when you Should hold your Peace, 
walk not on when others Stop.

7th Put not off your Cloths in the presence of Others, nor 
go out your Chamber half Drest.

8th At Play and at Fire its Good manners to Give Place to
the last Commer, and affect not to Speak Louder than 
Ordinary.

9th Spit not in the Fire, nor Stoop low before it neither Put
your Hands into the Flames to warm them, nor Set your 
Feet upon the Fire especially if there be meat before it.

10th When you Sit down, Keep your Feet firm and Even, 
without putting one on the other or Crossing them.

11th Shift not yourself in the Sight of others nor Gnaw 
your nails.

12th Shake not the head, Feet, or Legs rowl not the Eys 
lift not one eyebrow higher than the other wry not the 
mouth, and bedew no mans face with your Spittle, by ap-
proaching too near him when you Speak.
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13th Kill no Vermin as Fleas, lice ticks &c in the Sight of 
Others, if you See any filth or thick Spittle put your foot 
Dexteriously upon it if it be upon the Cloths of your Com-
panions, Put it off privately, and if it be upon your own 
Cloths return Thanks to him who puts it off.

14th Turn not your Back to others especially in Speaking,
Jog not the Table or Desk on which Another reads or 
writes, lean not upon any one.

15th Keep your Nails clean and Short, also your Hands 
and Teeth Clean yet without Shewing any great Concern 
for them.

16th Do not Puff up the Cheeks, Loll not out the tongue 
rub the Hands, or beard, thrust out the lips, or bite them 
or keep the Lips too open or too Close.

17th Be no Flatterer, neither Play with any that delights 
not to be Play'd Withal.

18th Read no Letters, Books, or Papers in Company but 
when there is a Necessity for the doing of it you must ask
leave: come not near the Books or Writings of Another so
as to read them unless desired or give your opinion of 
them unask'd also look not nigh when another is writing a
Letter.

19th let your Countenance be pleasant but in Serious 
Matters Somewhat grave.

20th The Gestures of the Body must be Suited to the dis-
course you are upon.

21st: Reproach none for the Infirmaties of Nature, nor 
Delight to Put them that have in mind thereof.
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22d Shew not yourself glad at the Misfortune of another 
though he were your enemy.

23d When you see a Crime punished, you may be in-
wardly Pleased; but always shew Pity to the Suffering Of-
fender.

24th Do not laugh too loud or too much at any Publick 
Spectacle.

25th Superfluous Complements and all Affectation of 
Ceremonie are to be avoided, yet where due they are not
to be Neglected.

26th In Pulling off your Hat to Persons of Distinction, as 
Noblemen, Justices, Churchmen &c make a Reverence, 
bowing more or less according to the Custom of the Bet-
ter Bred, and Quality of the Person. Amongst your equals
expect not always that they Should begin with you first, 
but to Pull off the Hat when there is no need is Affecta-
tion, in the Manner of Saluting and resaluting in words 
keep to the most usual Custom.

27th Tis ill manners to bid one more eminent than your-
self be covered as well as not to do it to whom it's due 
Likewise he that makes too much haste to Put on his hat 
does not well, yet he ought to Put it on at the first, or at 
most the Second time of being ask'd; now what is herein 
Spoken, of Qualification in behaviour in Saluting, ought 
also to be observed in taking of Place, and Sitting down 
for ceremonies without Bounds is troublesome.

28th If any one come to Speak to you while you are are 
Sitting Stand up tho he be your Inferiour, and when you 
Present Seats let it be to every one according to his De-
gree.
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29th When you meet with one of Greater Quality than 
yourself, Stop, and retire especially if it be at a Door or 
any Straight place to give way for him to Pass.

30th In walking the highest Place in most Countrys 
Seems to be on the right hand therefore Place yourself 
on the left of him whom you desire to Honour: but if three 
walk together the middest Place is the most Honourable 
the wall is usually given to the most worthy if two walk to-
gether.

31st If any one far Surpassess others, either in age, Es-
tate, or Merit yet would give Place to a meaner than him-
self in his own lodging or elsewhere the one ought not to 
except it, So he on the other part should not use much 
earnestness nor offer it above once or twice.

32d: To one that is your equal, or not much inferior you 
are to give the cheif Place in your Lodging and he to who 
'tis offered ought at the first to refuse it but at the Second 
to accept though not without acknowledging his own un-
worthiness.

33d They that are in Dignity or in office have in all places 
Preceedency but whilst they are Young they ought to re-
spect those that are their equals in Birth or other Quali-
tys, though they have no Publick charge.

34th It is good Manners to prefer them to whom we 
Speak before ourselves especially if they be above us 
with whom in no Sort we ought to begin.

35th Let your Discourse with Men of Business be Short 
and Comprehensive.

36th Artificers & Persons of low Degree ought not to use 
many ceremonies to Lords, or Others of high Degree but 
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Respect and highly Honour them, and those of high De-
gree ought to treat them with affibility & Courtesie, with-
out Arrogancy.

37th In Speaking to men of Quality do not lean nor Look 
them full in the Face, nor approach too near them at lest 
Keep a full Pace from them.

38th In visiting the Sick, do not Presently play the Physi-
cion if you be not Knowing therein.

39th In writing or Speaking, give to every Person his due 
Title According to his Degree & the Custom of the Place.

40th Strive not with your Superiers in argument, but al-
ways Submit your Judgment to others with Modesty.

41st Undertake not to Teach your equal in the art himself 
Proffesses; it Savours of arrogancy.

42d Let thy ceremonies in Courtesie be proper to the Dig-
nity of his place with whom thou conversest for it is ab-
surd to act the same with a Clown and a Prince.

43d Do not express Joy before one sick or in pain for that
contrary Passion will aggravate his Misery.

44th When a man does all he can though it Succeeds not
well blame not him that did it.

45th Being to advise or reprehend any one, consider 
whether it ought to be in publick or in Private; presently, 
or at Some other time in what terms to do it & in reprov-
ing Shew no Sign of Cholar but do it with all Sweetness 
and Mildness.
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46th Take all Admonitions thankfully in what Time or 
Place Soever given but afterwards not being culpable 
take a Time & Place convenient to let him him know it 
that gave them.

47th Mock not nor Jest at any thing of Importance break 
no Jest that are Sharp Biting and if you Deliver any thing 
witty and Pleasent abstain from Laughing there at your-
self.

48th Wherein wherein you reprove Another be unblame-
able yourself; for example is more prevalent than Pre-
cepts.

49th Use no Reproachfull Language against any one nei-
ther Curse nor Revile.

50th Be not hasty to beleive flying Reports to the Dispar-
agement of any.

51st Wear not your Cloths, foul, unript or Dusty but See 
they be Brush'd once every day at least and take heed 
that you approach not to any Uncleaness.

52d In your Apparel be Modest and endeavour to acco-
modate Nature, rather than to procure Admiration keep to
the Fashion of your equals Such as are Civil and orderly 
with respect to Times and Places.

53d Run not in the Streets, neither go too slowly nor with 
Mouth open go not Shaking yr Arms kick not the earth 
with yr feet, go not upon the Toes, nor in a Dancing fash-
ion.

54th Play not the Peacock, looking every where about 
you, to See if you be well Deck't, if your Shoes fit well if 
your Stokings sit neatly, and Cloths handsomely.
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55th Eat not in the Streets, nor in the House, out of Sea-
son.

56th Associate yourself with Men of good Quality if you 
Esteem your own Reputation; for 'tis better to be alone 
than in bad Company.

57th In walking up and Down in a House, only with One 
in Company if he be Greater than yourself, at the first 
give him the Right hand and Stop not till he does and be 
not the first that turns, and when you do turn let it be with 
your face towards him, if he be a Man of Great Quality, 
walk not with him Cheek by Joul but Somewhat behind 
him; but yet in Such a Manner that he may easily Speak 
to you.

58th Let your Conversation be without Malice or Envy, for
'tis a Sign of a Tractable and Commendable Nature: And 
in all Causes of Passion admit Reason to Govern.

59th Never express anything unbecoming, nor Act agst 
the Rules Moral before your inferiours.

60th Be not immodest in urging your Freinds to Discover 
a Secret.

61st Utter not base and frivilous things amongst grave 
and Learn'd Men nor very Difficult Questians or Subjects,
among the Ignorant or things hard to be believed, Stuff 
not your Discourse with Sentences amongst your Betters 
nor Equals.

62d Speak not of doleful Things in a Time of Mirth or at 
the Table; Speak not of Melancholy Things as Death and 
Wounds, and if others Mention them Change if you can 
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the Discourse tell not your Dreams, but to your intimate 
Friend.

63d A Man ought not to value himself of his Atchieve-
ments, or rare Qualities of wit; much less of his riches 
Virtue or Kindred.

64th Break not a Jest where none take pleasure in mirth 
Laugh not aloud, nor at all without Occasion, deride no 
mans Misfortune, tho' there Seem to be Some cause.

65th Speak not injurious Words neither in Jest nor 
Earnest Scoff at none although they give Occasion.

66th Be not forward but friendly and Courteous; the first 
to Salute hear and answer & be not Pensive when it's a 
time to Converse.

67th Detract not from others neither be excessive in 
Commanding.

68th Go not thither, where you know not, whether you 
Shall be Welcome or not. Give not Advice without being 
Ask'd & when desired do it briefly.

69th If two contend together take not the part of either 
unconstrained; and be not obstinate in your own Opinion,
in Things indiferent be of the Major Side.

70th Reprehend not the imperfections of others for that 
belongs to Parents Masters and Superiours.

71st Gaze not on the marks or blemishes of Others and 
ask not how they came. What you may Speak in Secret 
to your Friend deliver not before others.
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72d Speak not in an unknown Tongue in Company but in 
your own Language and that as those of Quality do and 
not as the Vulgar; Sublime matters treat Seriously.

73d Think before you Speak pronounce not imperfectly 
nor bring out your Words too hastily but orderly & dis-
tinctly.

74th When Another Speaks be attentive your Self and 
disturb not the Audience if any hesitate in his Words help 
him not nor Prompt him without desired, Interrupt him 
not, nor Answer him till his Speech be ended.

75th In the midst of Discourse ask not of what one 
treateth but if you Perceive any Stop because of your 
coming you may well intreat him gently to Proceed: If a 
Person of Quality comes in while your Conversing it's 
handsome to Repeat what was said before.

76th While you are talking, Point not with your Finger at 
him of Whom you Discourse nor Approach too near him 
to whom you talk especially to his face.

77th Treat with men at fit Times about Business & Whis-
per not in the Company of Others.

78th Make no Comparisons and if any of the Company 
be Commended for any brave act of Vertue, commend 
not another for the Same.

79th Be not apt to relate News if you know not the truth 
thereof. In Discoursing of things you Have heard Name 
not your Author always A Secret Discover not.

80th Be not Tedious in Discourse or in reading unless 
you find the Company pleased therewith.
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81st Be not Curious to Know the Affairs of Others neither 
approach those that Speak in Private.

82d undertake not what you cannot perform but be care-
full to keep your promise.

83d when you deliver a matter do it without passion & 
with discretion, however mean the person be you do it 
too.

84th When your Superiours talk to any Body hearken not 
neither Speak nor Laugh.

85th In Company of these of Higher Quality than yourself 
Speak not til you are ask'd a Question then Stand upright
put of your Hat & Answer in few words.

86th In Disputes, be not So Desireous to Overcome as 
not to give Liberty to each one to deliver his Opinion and 
Submit to the Judgment of the Major Part especially if 
they are Judges of the Dispute.

87th Let thy carriage be such as becomes a Man Grave 
Settled and attentive to that which is spoken. Contradict 
not at every turn what others Say.

88th Be not tedious in Discourse, make not many Digres-
signs, nor repeat often the Same manner of Discourse.

89th Speak not Evil of the absent for it is unjust.

90th Being Set at meat Scratch not neither Spit Cough or
blow your Nose except there's a Necessity for it.

91st Make no Shew of taking great Delight in your Vict-
uals, Feed not with Greediness; cut your Bread with a 
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Knife, lean not on the Table neither find fault with what 
you Eat.

92d Take no Salt or cut Bread with your Knife Greasy.

93d Entertaining any one at table it is decent to present 
him wt. meat, Undertake not to help others undesired by 
the Master.

94th If you Soak bread in the Sauce let it be no more 
than what you put in your Mouth at a time and blow not 
your broth at Table but Stay till Cools of it Self.

95th Put not your meat to your Mouth with your Knife in 
your hand neither Spit forth the Stones of any fruit Pye 
upon a Dish nor Cast anything under the table.

96th It's unbecoming to Stoop much to ones Meat Keep 
your Fingers clean & when foul wipe them on a Corner of
your Table Napkin.

97th Put not another bit into your Mouth til the former be 
Swallowed let not your Morsels be too big for the Gowls.

98th Drink not nor talk with your mouth full neither Gaze 
about you while you are a Drinking.

99th Drink not too leisurely nor yet too hastily. Before and
after Drinking wipe your Lips breath not then or Ever with 
too Great a Noise, for its uncivil.

100th Cleanse not your teeth with the Table Cloth Napkin
Fork or Knife but if Others do it let it be done wt. a Pick 
Tooth.

101st Rince not your Mouth in the Presence of Others.
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102d It is out of use to call upon the Company often to 
Eat nor need you Drink to others every Time you Drink.

103d In Company of your Betters be not longer in eating 
than they are lay not your Arm but only your hand upon 
the table.

104th It belongs to the Chiefest in Company to unfold his 
Napkin and fall to Meat first, But he ought then to Begin 
in time & to Dispatch with Dexterity that the Slowest may 
have time allowed him.

105th Be not Angry at Table whatever happens & if you 
have reason to be so, Shew it not but on a Chearfull 
Countenance especially if there be Strangers for Good 
Humour makes one Dish of Meat a Feast.

106th Set not yourself at the upper of the Table but if it 
Be your Due or that the Master of the house will have it 
So, Contend not, least you Should Trouble the Company.

107th If others talk at Table be attentive but talk not with 
Meat in your Mouth.

108th When you Speak of God or his Atributes, let it be 
Seriously & wt. Reverence. Honour & Obey your Natural 
Parents altho they be Poor.

109th Let your Recreations be Manfull not Sinfull.

110th Labour to keep alive in your Breast that Little Spark
of Celestial fire Called Conscience. 
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A Prayer Journal Of George Washington (ageA Prayer Journal Of George Washington (age
20)20)

- Sunday Morning

Almighty God, and most merciful father, who didst com-
mand the children of Israel to offer a daily sacrifice to 
thee, that thereby they might glorify and praise thee for 
thy protection both night and day, receive, O Lord, my 
morning sacrifice which I now offer up to thee; I yield thee
humble and hearty thanks that thou has preserved me 
from the danger of the night past, and brought me to the 
light of the day, and the comforts thereof, a day which is 
consecrated to thine own service and for thine own 
honor. Let my heart, therefore, Gracious God, be so af-
fected with the glory and majesty of it, that I may not do 
mine own works, but wait on thee, and discharge those 
weighty duties thou requirest of me.  

And since thou art a God of pure eyes, and wilt be sancti-
fied in all who draw near unto thee, who doest not regard 
the sacrifice of fools, nor hear sinners who tread in thy 
courts, pardon, I beseech thee, my sins, remove them 
from thy presence, as far as the east is from the west, 
and accept of me for the merits of thy son Jesus Christ, 
that when I come into thy temple, and compass thine al-
tar, my prayers may come before thee as incense; and 
as thou wouldst hear me calling upon thee in my prayers,
so give me grace to hear thee calling on me in thy word, 
that it may be wisdom, righteousness, reconciliation and 
peace to the saving of the soul in the day of the Lord Je-
sus. Grant that I may hear it with reverence, receive it 
with meekness, mingle it with faith, and that it may ac-
complish in me, Gracious God, the good work for which 
thou has sent it. Bless my family, kindred, friends and 
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country, be our God & guide this day and for ever for his 
sake, who lay down in the Grave and arose again for us, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

- Sunday Evening

O most Glorious God, in Jesus Christ my merciful and 
loving father, I acknowledge and confess my guilt, in the 
weak and imperfect performance of the duties of this day.
I have called on thee for pardon and forgiveness of sins, 
but so coldly and carelessly, that my prayers are become
my sin and stand in need of pardon. I have heard thy holy
word, but with such deadness of spirit that I have been 
an unprofitable and forgetful hearer, so that, O Lord, 
though' I have done thy work, yet it hath been so negli-
gently that I may rather expect a curse than a blessing 
from thee. 

But, O God, who art rich in mercy and plenteous in re-
demption, mark not, I beseech thee, what I have done 
amiss; remember that I am but dust, and remit my trans-
gressions, negligences & ignorances, and cover them all 
with the absolute obedience of thy dear Son, that those 
sacrifices which I have offered may be accepted by thee, 
in and for the sacrifice of Jesus Christ offered upon the 
cross for me; for his sake, ease me of the burden of my 
sins, and give me grace that by the call of the Gospel I 
may rise from the slumber of sin into the newness of life.

 Let me live according to those holy rules which thou hast
this day prescribed in thy holy word; make me to know 
what is acceptable in thy holy word; make me to know 
what is acceptable in thy sight, and therein to delight, 
open the eyes of my understanding, and help me thor-
oughly to examine myself concerning my knowledge, 
faith and repentance, increase my faith, and direct me to 
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the true object Jesus Christ the way, the truth and the 
life.

Bless O Lord, all the people of this land, from the highest 
to the lowest, particularly those whom thou has appointed
to rule over us in church & state. Continue thy goodness 
to me this night. These weak petitions I humbly implore 
thee to hear accept and answer for the sake of thy Dear 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

- Monday Morning

O eternal and everlasting God, I presume to present my-
self this morning before thy Divine majesty, beseeching 
thee to accept of my humble and hearty thanks, that it 
hath pleased thy great goodness to keep and preserve 
me the night past from all the dangers poor mortals are 
subject to, and has given me sweet and pleasant sleep, 
whereby I find my body refreshed and comforted for per-
forming the duties of this day, in which I beseech thee to 
defend me from all perils of body and soul. 

Direct my thoughts, words and work, wash away my sins 
in the immaculate blood of the Lamb, and purge my heart
by thy Holy Spirit, from the dross of my natural corrup-
tion, that I may with more freedom of mind and liberty of 
will serve thee, the everlasting God, in righteousness and
holiness this day, and all the days of my life. Increase my
faith in the sweet promises of the gospel; give me repen-
tance from dead works; pardon my wanderings, & direct 
my thoughts unto thyself, the God of my salvation.

Teach me how to live in thy fear, labor in thy service, and
ever to run in the ways of thy commandments; make me 
always watchful over my heart, that neither the terrors of 
conscience, the loathing of holy duties, the love of sin, 
nor an unwillingness to depart this life, may cast me into 
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a spiritual slumber, but daily frame me more & more into 
the likeness of thy son, Jesus Christ, that living in thy 
fear, and dying in thy favor, I may in thy appointed time 
attain the resurrection of the just unto Eternal life.

Bless my family, friends & kindred; unite us all in praising 
& glorifying thee in all our works begun, continued, and 
ended, when we shall come to make our last account be-
fore thee blessed Saviour, who hath taught us thus to 
pray, 'Our Father, which art in Heaven...'

- Monday Evening

Most Gracious Lord God, from whom proceedeth every 
good and perfect gift, I offer to thy divine majesty my un-
feigned praise & thanksgiving for all thy mercies towards 
me. Thou madest me at first and hast ever since sus-
tained the work of thy own hand; thou gavest thy Son to 
die for me; and hast given me assurance of salvation, 
upon my repentance and sincerely endeavoring to con-
form my life to his holy precepts and example. Thou art 
pleased to lengthen out to me the time of repentance and
to move me to it by thy spirit and by the word, by thy mer-
cies, and by thy judgments.

Out of a deepness of thy mercies, and by my own unwor-
thiness, I do appear before thee at this time; I have 
sinned and done very wickedly, be merciful to me, O 
God, and pardon me for Jesus Christ sake; instruct me in
the particulars of my duty, and suffer me not to be 
tempted above what thou givest me strength to bear. 
Take care, I pray thee, of my affairs and more and more 
direct me in thy truth, defend me from my enemies, espe-
cially my spiritual ones. 

Suffer me not to be drawn from thee, by the blandish-
ments of the world, carnal desires, the cunning of the 
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devil, or deceitfulness of sin. Work in me thy good will 
and pleasure, and discharge my mind from all things that 
are displeasing to thee, of all ill will and discontent, wrath 
and bitterness, pride & vain conceit of myself, and render
me charitable, pure, holy, patient and heavenly minded. 
Be with me at the hour of death; dispose me for it, and 
deliver me from the slavish fear of it, and make me willing
and fit to die whenever thou shalt call me hence. 

Bless our rulers in church and state. Bless O Lord the 
whole race of mankind, and let the world be filled with the
knowledge of Thee and thy son Jesus Christ. Pity the 
sick, the poor, the weak, the needy, the widows and fa-
therless, and all that morn or are broken in heart, and be 
merciful to them according to their several necessities. 
Bless my friends and grant me grace to forgive my ene-
mies as heartily as I desire forgiveness of Thee, my 
Heavenly Father. I beseech thee to defend me this night 
from all evil, and do more for me than I can think or ask, 
for Jesus Christ sake, in whose most holy name & words,
I continue to pray, 'Our Father, which art in Heaven...'

- Tuesday Morning

O Lord our God, most mighty and merciful Father, I thine 
unworthy creature and servant, do once more approach 
thy presence. Though not worthy to appear before thee, 
because of my natural corruptions, and the many sins 
and transgressions which I have committed against thy 
divine majesty; yet I beseech thee, for the sake of him in 
whom thou art well pleased, the Lord Jesus Christ, to ad-
mit me to render thee deserved thanks and praises for 
thy manifold mercies extended toward me, for the quiet 
rest & repose of the past night, for food, raiment, health, 
peace, liberty, and the hopes of a better life through the 
merits of thy dear son's bitter passion. 
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And O kind Father, continue thy mercy and favor to me 
this day, and ever hereafter; prosper all my lawful under-
takings; let me have all my directions from thy Holy Spirit;
and success from thy bountiful hand. Let the bright 
beams of thy light so shine into my heart, and enlighten 
my mind in understanding thy blessed word, that I may 
be enabled to perform thy will in all things, and effectually
resist all temptations of the world, the flesh and the devil. 
Preserve and defend our rulers in church & state. Bless 
the people of this land, be a father to the fatherless, a 
comforter to the comfortless, a deliverer to the captives, 
and a physician to the sick. Let thy blessings guide this 
day and forever through J. C. in whose blessed form of 
prayer I conclude my weak petitions--'Our Father, which 
art in Heaven...'

- Tuesday Evening

Most gracious God and heavenly father, we cannot 
cease, but must cry unto thee for mercy, because my 
sins cry against me for justice. How shall I address my-
self unto thee?  I must with the publican stand and ad-
mire at thy great goodness, tender mercy, and long suf-
fering towards me, in that thou hast kept me the past day 
from being consumed and brought to naught. 

O Lord, what is man, or the son of man, that thou re-
gardest him; the more days pass over my head, the more
sins and iniquities I heap up against thee. If I should cast 
up the account of my good deeds done this day, how few
and small would they be; but if I should reckon my mis-
carriages, surely they would be many and great. O, 
blessed Father, let thy son's blood wash me from all im-
purities, and cleanse me from the stains of sin that are 
upon me. Give me grace to lay hold upon his merits; that 
they may be my reconciliation and atonement unto 
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thee,--That I may know my sins are forgiven by his death 
& passion.

Embrace me in the arms of thy mercy; vouchsafe to re-
ceive me unto the bosom of thy love, shadow me with thy
wings, that I may safely rest under thy suspicion this 
night; and so into thy hands I commend myself, both soul
and body, in the name of thy son, J. C., beseeching 
Thee, when this life shall end, I may take my everlasting 
rest with thee in thy heavenly kingdom. 

Bless all in authority over us, be merciful to all those af-
flicted with thy cross or calamity, bless all my friends, for-
give my enemies and accept my thanksgiving this 
evening for all the mercies and favors afforded me.  Hear
and graciously answer these my requests, and whatever 
else thou seeth needful grant us, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ in whose blessed name and words I continue to 
pray, Our Father, which art in Heaven...'

- A Prayer for Wednesday Morning

Almighty and eternal Lord God, the great creator of 
heaven & earth, and the God and Father of our Lord Je-
sus Christ; look down from heaven, in pity and compas-
sion upon me thy servant, who humbly prostrate myself 
before thee, sensible of thy mercy and my own misery.  

There is an infinite distance between thy glorious majesty
and me, thy poor creature, the work of thy hand, between
thy infinite power, and my weakness, thy wisdom, and my
folly, thy eternal Being, and my mortal frame, but O Lord, 
I have set myself at a greater distance from thee by my 
sin and wickedness, and humbly acknowledge the cor-
ruption of my nature and the many rebellions of my life. I 
have sinned against heaven and before thee, in thought, 
word & deed; I have contemned thy majesty and holy 

271

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1502516136


Order Paperback on Amazon

laws. I have likewise sinned by omitting what I ought to 
done, and committing what I ought not. I have rebelled 
against light, despised thy mercies and judgments, and 
broken my vows and promises; I have neglected the 
means of Grace, and opportunities of becoming better; 
my iniquities are multiplies, and my sins are very great. I 
confess them, O Lord, with shame and sorrow, detesta-
tion and loathing, and desire to be vile in my own eyes, 
as I have rendered myself vile in thine.

 I humbly beseech thee to be merciful to me in the free 
pardon of my sins, for the sake of thy dear Son, my only 
Saviour, J. C., who came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance; be pleased to renew my nature 
and write thy laws upon my heart, and help me to live, 
righteously, soberly, and godly in this evil world; make 
me humble, meek, patient and contented, and work in me
the grace of thy Holy Spirit. 

Prepare me for death and judgment, and let the thoughts 
thereof awaken me to a greater care and study to ap-
prove myself unto thee in well doing. Bless our rulers in 
church & state. Help all in affliction or adversity--give 
them patience and a sanctified use of their affliction, and 
in thy good time deliverance from them; forgive my ene-
mies, take me unto thy protection this day, keep me in 
perfect peace, which I ask in the name & for the sake of 
Jesus. Amen.

- Wednesday Evening

Holy and eternal Lord God who art the King of heaven, 
and the watchman of Israel, that never slumberest or 
sleepest, what shall we render unto thee for all thy bene-
fits?  Because thou hast inclined thine ears unto me, 
therefore will I call on thee as long as I live, from the ris-
ing of the sun to the going down of the same let thy name
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be praised. Among the infinite riches of thy mercy to-
wards me, I desire to render thanks & praise for thy mer-
ciful preservation of me this day, as well as all the days of
my life; and for the many other blessings & mercies spiri-
tual & temporal which thou hast bestowed on me, con-
trary to my deserving. All these thy mercies call on me to 
be thankful and my infirmities & wants call for a continu-
ance of thy tender mercies.

Cleanse my soul, O Lord, I beseech thee, from whatever 
is offensive to thee, and hurtful to me, and give me what 
is convenient for me. Watch over me this night, and give 
me comfortable and sweet sleep to fit me for the service 
of the day following. Let my soul watch for the coming of 
the Lord Jesus; let my bed put me in mind of my grave, 
and my rising from there of my last resurrection; 

O heavenly Father, so frame this heart of mine, that I 
may ever delight to live according to thy will and com-
mand, in holiness and righteousness before thee all the 
days of my life. Let me remember, O Lord, the time will 
come when the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall 
rise and stand before the judgment seat, and give an ac-
count of whatever they have done in the body, and let me
so prepare my soul, that I may do it with joy and not with 
grief. 

Bless the rulers and people of this and forget not those 
who are under any affliction or oppression. Let thy favor 
be extended to all my relations, friends and all others 
who I ought to remember in my prayer and hear me I be-
seech thee for the sake of my dear Redeemer in whose 
most holy words, I further pray, 'Our Father, which art in 
Heaven...'
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From William J. Johnson George Washington, the Chris-
tian (New York: The Abingdon Press, New York & Cincin-
nati, 1919), pp. 24-35.
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A Vision of George WashingtonA Vision of George Washington

"The Birth, the progress and the destiny of the United
States"

The father of our country, George Washington, was a 
man of prayer. Many of us have read of how he went to 
the thicket many times to pray during the winter his army 
was at Valley Forge. However, little publicity has been 
give to the vision and prophecy he received at that time.

The account of this vision was given in 1859 by an old 
soldier. He gave it to a writer, Wesley Bradshaw, who 
published it. In the vision God revealed to George Wash-
ington that three great perils would come upon the repub-
lic. He was given to know that America was going 
through the first peril at that time. The old soldier who told
the story of the vision said the nation would soon see the 
account verified by the second peril descending upon the
land.

We give the account here as printed in the U.S. war vet-
erans paper The National Tribune, in December 1880. 
The National Tribune became, "The Stars and Stripes", 
and this article was later reprinted in that publication.

I do not know whether it is owing to the anxiety of my 
mind, or what, but this afternoon, as I was sitting at this 
table engaging in preparing a dispatch, something in the 
apartment seemed to disturb me. Looking up, I beheld 
standing opposite to me a singularly beautiful being. So 
astonished was I, for I had given strict orders not to be 
disturbed that it was some moments before I found lan-
guage to inquire the cause of the visit. A second, a third, 
and even a fourth time did I repeat my question, but re-
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ceived no answer from my mysterious visitor except a 
slight raising of the eyes.

By this time I felt strange sensations spreading through 
me. I would have risen but the riveted gaze of the being 
before me rendered volition impossible. I tried once more
to speak, but my tongue became useless, as if paralyzed.
A new influence, mysterious, potent, irresistible, took 
possession of me. All I could do was to gaze steadily, va-
cantly at my unknown visitor.

Gradually the surrounding atmosphere seemed to fill with
sensations, and grew luminous. Everything about me 
seemed to rarefy, the mysterious visitor also becoming 
more airy and yet more distinct to my sight than before. I 
began to feel as one dying, or rather to experience the 
sensations I sometimes imagine accompanying death. I 
did not think, I did not reason, I did not move. All were 
alike impossible. I was only conscious of gazing fixedly, 
vacantly on my companion.

Presently I heard a voice say,

"Son of the Republic, look and learn,"

while at the same time my visitor extended an arm east-
ward. I now beheld a heavy white vapor at some distance
rising fold upon fold. This gradually dissipated, and I 
looked upon the strange scene. Before me lay, out in one
vast plain all the countries of the world -- Europe, Asia, 
Africa, and America. I saw rolling and tossing between 
Europe and America lay billows of the Atlantic, and be-
tween Asia and America lay the Pacific.

"Son of the Republic", said the same mysterious voice as
before,
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"Look and learn."

At that moment I beheld a dark shadowy being, like an 
angel, standing, or rather floating in mid-air, between Eu-
rope and America. Dipping water out of the ocean in the 
hollow of each hand, he sprinkled some upon America 
with his right hand, while with his left he cast some over 
Europe. Immediately a cloud arose from these countries 
and joined in mid-ocean. For awhile it remained station-
ary, and then it moved slowly westward, until it enveloped
America in its murky folds. Sharp flashes of lightning 
gleamed through at intervals, and I heard the smothered 
groans and cries of the American People.

A second time the angel dipped water from the ocean 
and sprinkled it out as before. The dark cloud drew back 
to the ocean, in whose heaving billows it sank from view.

A third time I heard the mysterious voice saying,

"Son of the Republic, look and learn."

I cast my eyes upon America and beheld villages and 
town and cities spring up one right after another until the 
whole land from the Atlantic to the Pacific was dotted with
them. Again, I heard the mysterious voice say,

"Son of the Republic, the end of the century cometh, look
and learn."

And this time a dark shadowy angel turned his face 
southward. From Africa I saw an ill omened spectra ap-
proach our land. It flitted slowly and heavily over every 
town and city of the latter. The inhabitants presently set 
themselves in battle array against each other. As I contin-
ued look I saw a bright angel on whose brow was traced 
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the word 'Union.' He was bearing the American flag. He 
placed the flag between the divided nation and said,

"Remember, ye are brethren. "

Instantly the inhabitants, casting down their weapons be-
came friends once more, and united around the National 
Standard.

Again I heard a mysterious voice saying,

"Son of the Republic, look and learn."

At this the dark, shadowy angel placed a trumpet to his 
mouth, and blew three distinct blasts; and taking water 
from the ocean, he sprinkled it upon Europe, Asia, and 
Africa.

Then my eyes beheld a fearful scene. From each of 
these continents arose thick black clouds that were soon 
joined into one. And throughout this mass there gleamed 
a dark red light by which I saw hordes of armed men. 
These men, moving with the cloud marched by land and 
sailed by sea to America, which country was enveloped 
in the volume of the cloud. And I dimly saw these vast 
armies devastate the whole country and burn the vil-
lages, towns and cities, which I had seen spring up.

As my ears listened to the thundering of the cannon, 
clashing of swords, and the shouts and cries of millions in
mortal combat, I again heard the mysterious voice say-
ing,

"Son of the Republic, look and learn."

When the voice had ceased, the dark shadowy angel 
placed his trumpet once more to his mouth, and blew a 
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long and fearful blast.  Instantly a light, as of a thousand 
suns shone down from above me, and pierced and broke
into fragments of the dark cloud, which enveloped Amer-
ica. At the same moment the angel upon whose head still
shown the word 'Union,' and who bore our national flag in
one hand and a sword in the other, descended from the 
heavens attended by legions of white spirits. These im-
mediately joined the inhabitants of America, who I per-
ceived were well-nigh over come, but who immediately 
taking courage again, closed up their broken ranks, and 
renewed battle.

Again amid the fearful voice of the conflict I heard the 
mysterious voice say,

"Son of the Republic, look and learn."

As the voice ceased, the shadowy angel for the last time 
dipped the water from the ocean and sprinkled it upon 
America. Instantly the dark clouds rolled back, together 
with the armies it had brought, leaving the inhabitants of 
the land victorious.

Then once more I beheld the villages, towns and cities 
springing up where I had seem them before, while the 
bright angel, planting the azure standard cried with a loud
voice:

"While the stars remain, and the heavens send down dew
upon the earth, so long shall the Union last."

And taking from his brow the crown, which blazoned the 
word 'Union,' he placed it down upon the standard while 
the people, kneeling down said, 'Amen.'

The scene instantly began to fade and dissolve, and I at 
last saw nothing but the rising, curling vapor, I at first be-
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held. This also disappeared, and I found myself once 
more gazing upon the mysterious visitor who, in the 
same voice I heard before said,

"Son of the Republic, what you have seen is thus inter-
preted: Three great perils will come upon the Republic. 
The most fearful for her is the third. But the whole world 
united shall not prevail against her. Let every child of the 
Republic learn to live for his God, his land and Union."

With these words the vision vanished, and I started from 
my seat and felt that I had seen a vision wherein had 
been showed me the birth, progress, and destiny of the 
United States."
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George Washington QuotesGeorge Washington Quotes

When you speak of God, or His attributes, let it be seri-
ously and with reverence. Honor and obey our natural 
parents although they be poor." - 110 Rules of Civility 
and Decent Behavior in Company and Conversation, 
1737

"Let your recreations be manful not sinful." - 110 Rules of
Civility and Decent Behavior in Company and Conversa-
tion, 1737

"Labour to keep alive in your breast that little spark of ce-
lestial fire, called conscience." - 110 Rules of Civility and 
Decent Behavior in Company and Conversation, 1737

Most Glorious God, in Jesus Christ, my merciful and lov-
ing Father; I acknowledge and confess my guilt in the 
weak and imperfect performance of the duties of this day.
I have called on Thee for pardon and forgiveness of my 
sins, but so coldly and carelessly that my prayers are be-
come my sin, and they stand in need of pardon. I have 
sinned against heaven and before Thee in thought, word,
and deed. I have contemned Thy majesty and holy laws. 
I have likewise sinned by omitting what I ought to have 
done and committing what I ought not. I have rebelled 
against the light, despising Thy mercies and judgment, 
and broken my vows and promise. I have neglected the 
better things. My iniquities are multiplied and my sins are 
very great. I confess them, O Lord, with shame and sor-
row, detestation and loathing and desire to be vile in my 
own eyes as I have rendered myself vile in Thine. I 
humbly beseech Thee to be merciful to me in the free 
pardon of my sins for the sake of Thy dear Son and only 
Savior Jesus Christ who came to call not the righteous, 
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but sinners to repentance. Thou gavest Thy Son to die 
for me. Make me to know what is acceptable in Thy sight,
and therein to delight, open the eyes of my understand-
ing, and help me thoroughly to examine myself concern-
ing my knowledge, faith, and repentance, increase my 
faith, and direct me to the true object, Jesus Christ the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life." - Authentic handwritten 
manuscript book, April 23, 1752

"Arbitrary power is most easily established on the ruins of
liberty abused to licentiousness." - Circular to the States, 
May 9, 1753

"Nothing is a greater stranger to my breast, or a sin that 
my soul more abhors, than that black and detestable one,
ingratitude." - Letter to Governor Robert Dinwiddie, May 
29, 1754

"I am much concern'd, that your Honour should seem to 
charge me with ingratitude for your generous, and my un-
deserved favours; for I assure you, Hon'ble Sir, nothing is
a greater stranger to my Breast, or a Sin that my Soul ab-
hors, than that black and detestable one Ingratitude." - 
Letter to Governor Robert Dinwiddie, May 29, 1754

"By the all-powerful dispensations of Providence, I have 
been protected beyond all human probability and expec-
tation; for I had four bullets through my coat, and two 
horses shot under me, yet escaped unhurt, altho' death 
was levelling my companions on every side." - Letter to 
John A. Washington, July 18, 1755

"Remember that it is the actions, and not the commis-
sion, that make the officer, and that there is more ex-
pected from him, than the title." - Address to the Officers 
of the Virginia Regiment, January 8, 1756
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"I shall make it the most agreeable part of my duty to 
study merit, and reward the brave and deserving." - Ad-
dress to the Officers of the Virginia Regiment, January 8, 
1756

"I have always, so far as it was in my power, endeavored 
to discourage gaming in the camp; and always shall so 
long as I have the honor to preside there." - Letter to 
Governor Robert Dinwiddie, February 2, 1756

"A man's intentions should be allowed in some respects 
to plead for his actions." - Letter to the Speaker of the 
House of Burgesses, December, 1756

"I have diligently sought the public welfare; and have en-
deavoured to inculcate the same principles in all that are 
under me. These reflections will be a cordial to my mind 
as long as I am able to distinguish between Good & Evil."
-
Letter to the Speaker of the House of Burgesses, Decem-
ber, 1756

"It gave me infinite concern to hear by several letters, that
the Assembly are incensed against the Virginia Regi-
ment: and think they have cause to accuse the officers of
all inordinate vices: but more especially of drunkenness 
and profanity! How far any one individual may have sub-
jected himself to such reflections, I will not pretend to de-
termine, but this I am certain of; and can with the highest 
safety call my conscience, my God! and (what I suppose 
will still be a more demonstrable proof, at least in the eye 
of the World) the Orders and Instructions which I have 
given, to evince the purity of my own intentions and to 
show on the one hand, that my incessant endeavours 
have been directed to discountenance Gaming, drinking, 
swearing, and other vices, with which all camps too much
abound: while on the other, I have used every expedient 
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to inspire a laudable emulation in the officers, and an 
unerring exercise of Duty in the Soldiers." - Letter to the 
Speaker of the House of Burgesses, December, 1756

"My nature is open and honest and free from guile." - Let-
ter to the Earl of Loudoun, March, 1757

"What can be so proper as the truth?" - Letter to Richard 
Washington, April 15, 1757

"It is with pleasure I receive reproof, when reproof is due, 
because no person can be readier to accuse me, than I 
am to acknowledge an error, when I am guilty of one; nor
more desirous of atoning for a crime, when I am sensible 
of having committed it." - Letter to Governor Robert Din-
widdie, August 27, 1757

"Since that happy hour when we made our pledges to 
each other, my thoughts have been continually going to 
you as another Self. That an all-powerful Providence may
keep us both in safety is the prayer of your ever faithful 
and affectionate friend." - Letter to Martha Custis, July 
20, 1758

"There is a Destiny which has the control of our actions, 
not to be resisted by the strongest efforts of Human Na-
ture." - Letter to Mrs. George William Fairfax, September 
12, 1758

"Discipline is the soul of an army. It makes small num-
bers formidable; procures success to the weak, and es-
teem to all." - Letter of Instructions to the Captains of the 
Virginia Regiments, July 29, 1759

"At a time, when our lordly masters in Great Britain will be
satisfied with nothing less than the deprivation of Ameri-
can freedom, it seems highly necessary that something 
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should be done to avert the stroke, and maintain the lib-
erty, which we have derived from our ancestors. But the 
manner of doing it, to answer the purpose effectually, is 
the point in question. That no man should scruple, or 
hesitate a moment, to use arms in defence of so valuable
a blessing, on which all the good and evil of life depends,
is clearly my opinion. Yet arms, I would beg leave to add,
should be the last resource, the dernier resort. Addresses
to the throne, and remonstrances to Parliament, we have 
already, it is said, proved the inefficacy of. How far, then, 
their attention to our rights and privileges is to be awak-
ened or alarmed, by starving their trade and manufactur-
ers, remains to be tried." - Letter to George Mason, April 
5, 1769

"I conceive a knowledge of books is the basis upon which
other knowledge is to be built." - Letter to Jonathan 
Boucher, July 9, 1771

"The ways of Providence being inscrutable, and the jus-
tice of it not to be scanned by the shallow eye of human-
ity, nor to be counteracted by the utmost efforts of human
power or wisdom, resignation, and as far as the strength 
of our reason and religion can carry us, a cheerful acqui-
escence to the Divine Will, is what we are to aim." - Letter
to Col. Burwell Bassett, April 25, 1773

"It is an easier matter to conceive, than to describe the 
distress of this Family; especially that of the unhappy 
Parent of our Dear Patsy Custis, when I inform you that 
yesterday removed the sweet Innocent Girl Entered into 
a more happy and peaceful abode than any she has met 
with in the afflicted Path she hitherto has trod." - Letter to 
Burwell Bassett, on the death of his stepdaughter Patsy, 
June 20, 1773
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"Went to church and fasted all day." - Diary Entry, June 
1, 1774

"Unhappy it is... to reflect that a brother's sword has been
sheathed in a brother's breast, and that the once happy 
and peaceful plains of America are either to be drenched 
with blood or inhabited by slaves. Sad alternative! But 
can a virtuous man hesitate in his choice?" - Letter to 
George William Fairfax, about the Battle of Concord, May
31, 1775

"Mr. President, Though I am truly sensible of the high 
honor done me in this appointment, yet I feel great dis-
tress from a consciousness that my abilities and military 
experience may not be equal to the extensive and impor-
tant trust. However, as the Congress desire it, I will enter 
upon the momentous duty and exert every power I pos-
sess in the service and for support of the glorious cause. 
I beg they will accept my most ordeal thanks for this dis-
tinguished testimony of their approbation. But lest some 
unlucky event should happen unfavourable to my reputa-
tion, I beg it may be remembered by every gentleman in 
the room, that I this day declare with the utmost sincerity 
I do not think myself equal to the command I am honored
with. As to pay, Sir, I beg leave to assure the Congress, 
that as no pecuniary consideration could have tempted 
me to accept this arduous employment at the expense of 
my domestic ease and happiness, I do not wish to make 
any profit from it. I will keep an exact account of my ex-
penses. Those I doubt not they will discharge, and that is 
all I desire." - Letter to President of Congress, June 16, 
1775

"Life is always uncertain, and common prudence dictates 
to every man the necessity of settling his temporal con-
cerns, while it is in his power, and while the mind is calm 
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and undisturbed." - Letter to Martha Washington, June 
18, 1775

"I shall rely, therefore, confidently on that Providence 
which has heretofore preserved and been bountiful to 
me, not doubting but that I shall return safely to you in the
fall." - Letter to Martha Washington, June 18, 1775

"It was utterly out of my power to refuse this appointment,
without exposing my character to such censures, as 
would have reflected dishonor upon myself, and given 
pain to my friends." - Letter to Martha Washington, after 
accepting position as commander in chief of continental 
army, June 18, 1775

"I shall not be deprived... of a comfort in the worst event, 
if I retain a consciousness of having acted to the best of 
my judgment." - Letter to Col. Burwell Bassett, June 19, 
1775

"I am now embarked on a tempestuous ocean, from 
whence perhaps no friendly labor is to be found. I have 
been called upon by the unanimous voice of the Colonies
to the command of the Continental Army. It is an honor I 
by no means aspired to. It is an honor I wished to avoid, 
as well as from an unwillingness to quit the peaceful en-
joyment of my Family, as from a thorough conviction of 
my own Incapacity & want of experience in the conduct of
so momentous a concern; but the partiallity of the Con-
gress, added to some political motives, left me without a 
choice. May God grant, therefore, that my acceptance of 
it, may be attended with some good to the common 
cause, & without injury (from want of knowledge) to my 
own reputation. I can answer but for three things: a firm 
belief of the justice of our cause, close attention in the 
prosecution of it, and the strictest Integrity. If these can-
not supply the place of ability & Experience, the cause 
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will suffer, & more than probable my character along with 
it, as reputation derives its principal support from suc-
cess." - Letter to Col. Burwell Bassett, his brother-in-law, 
June 19, 1775

"I am embarked on a wide ocean, boundless in its 
prospect, and in which, perhaps, no safe harbor is to be 
found. I have been called upon by the unanimous voice 
of the Colonies to take the command of the continental 
army; an honor I have neither sought after, nor desired, 
as I am thoroughly convinced that it requires greater abili-
ties and much more experience, than I am master of, to 
conduct a business so extensive in its nature and ardu-
ous in its execution. But the partiality of the Congress, 
joined to a political motive, really left me without a choice;
and I am now commissioned a General and Commander-
in-Chief of all the forces now raised, or to be raised, for 
the defense of the United Colonies. That I may discharge
the trust to the satisfaction of my employers, is my first 
wish; that I shall aim to do it, there remains as little doubt 
of. How far I shall succeed, is another point; but this I am 
sure of, that, in the worst event, I shall have the consola-
tion of knowing, if I act to the best of my judgment, that 
the blame ought to lodge upon the appointers, not the ap-
pointed, as it was by no means a thing of my seeking, or 
proceeding from any hint of my friends. I shall hope that 
my friends will visit and endeavor to keep up the spirits of
my wife, as much as they can as my departure will, I 
know, be a cutting stroke upon her." - Letter to Augustine 
Washington, June 20, 1775

"I go fully trusting in that Providence, which has been 
more bountiful to me than I deserve and in full confidence
of a happy meeting with you sometime in the Fall." - Let-
ter to Martha Washington, June 22, 1775
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"When we assumed the Soldier, we did not lay aside the 
Citizen; and we shall most sincerely rejoice with you in 
the happy hour when the establishment of American Lib-
erty, upon the most firm and solid foundations shall en-
able us to return to our Private Stations in the bosom of a
free, peacefully and happy Country." - Address to the 
New York Legislature, June 26, 1775

"The General most earnestly requires and expects a due 
observance of those articles of war established for the 
government of the Army which forbid profane cursing, 
swearing and drunkenness. And in like manner he re-
quires and expects of all officers and soldiers not en-
gaged in actual duty, a punctual attendance of Divine 
services, to implore the blessing of Heaven upon the 
means used for our safety and defense." - General Or-
ders, July 4, 1775

"As the Cause of our common Country, calls us both to 
an active and dangerous Duty, I trust that Divine Provi-
dence, which wisely orders the Affairs of Men, will enable
us to discharge it with Fidelity and Success." - Letter to 
Jonathan Trumbull, July 18, 1775

"The General orders this day to be religiously observed 
by the forces under his Command, exactly in manner di-
rected by the Continental Congress. It is therefore strictly 
enjoined on all officers and soldiers to attend Divine ser-
vice. And it is expected that all those who go to worship 
do take their arms, ammunition and accoutrements, and 
are prepared for immediate action, if called upon." - Gen-
eral Orders, July 20, 1775

"What may have been the ministerial views which have 
precipitated the present crisis, Lexington, Concord and 
Charlestown can best declare. May that God to whom 
you, too, appeal, judge between America and you. Under
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his providence, those who influence the councils of 
America, and all the other inhabitants of the united 
colonies, at the hazard of their lives are determined to 
hand down to posterity those just and invaluable privi-
leges which they received from their ancestors." - Letter 
to General Thomas Gage, August 20, 1775

"Every post is honorable in which a man can serve his 
country." - Letter to Benedict Arnold, September 14, 1775

"While we are contending for our own liberty, we should 
be very cautious not to violate the rights of conscience in 
others, ever considering that God alone is the judge of 
the hearts of men, and to him only in this case they are 
answerable." - Letter to Benedict Arnold, September 14, 
1775

"It gives me real concern to observe... that you should 
think it Necessary to distinguish between my Personal 
and Public Character and confine your Esteem to the for-
mer." - Letter to Jonathan Trumbull, September 21, 1775

"Any officer, non-commissioned officer, or soldier who 
shall hereafter be detected playing at toss-up, pitch, and 
hustle, or any other games of chance, in or near the 
camp or village bordering on the encampments, shall 
without delay be confined and punished for disobedience 
of orders. The General does not mean by the above to 
discourage sports of exercise or recreation, he only 
means to discountenance and punish gaming." - General 
Orders, October 2, 1775

"My ardent desire is, and my aim has been... to comply 
strictly with all our engagements foreign and domestic; 
but to keep the U States free from political connections 
with every other Country. To see that they may be inde-
pendent of all, and under the influence of none. In a 
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word, I want an American character, that the powers of 
Europe may be convinced we act for ourselves and not 
for others; this, in my judgment, is the only way to be re-
spected abroad and happy at home." - Letter to Patrick 
Henry, October 9, 1775

"Require nothing unreasonable of your officers and men, 
but see that whatever is required be punctually complied 
with. Reward and punish every man according to his 
merit, without partiality or prejudice; hear his complaints; 
if well founded, redress them; if otherwise, discourage 
them, in order to prevent frivolous ones. Discourage vice 
in every shape, and impress upon the mind of every man,
from the first to the lowest, the importance of the cause, 
and what it is they are contending for." - Letter to Col. 
William Woodford, November 10, 1775

"I wish to walk in such a line as will give most general 
satisfaction." - Letter to Joseph Reed, December 15, 
1775

"I can bear to hear of imputed or real errors. The man 
who wishes to stand well in the opinion of others must do
this; because he is thereby enabled to correct his faults, 
or remove prejudices which are imbibed against him." - 
Letter to Joseph Reed, January 14, 1776

"I have often thought how much happier I should have 
been, if, instead of accepting of a command under such 
circumstances, I had taken my musket on my shoulder 
and entered the ranks, or, if I could have justified the 
measure to posterity and my own conscience, had retired
to the back country, and lived in a wigwam. If I shall be 
able to rise superior to these and many other difficulties, 
which might be enumerated, I shall most religiously be-
lieve, that the finger of Providence is in it, to blind the 
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eyes of our enemies." - Letter to John Hancock, January 
14, 1776

"If I shall be able to rise superior to these and many other
difficulties, which might be enumerated, I shall most reli-
giously believe, that the finger of Providence is in it, to 
blind the eyes of our enemies; for surely if we get well 
through this month, it must be for want of their knowing 
the disadvantages we labour under." - Letter to Joseph 
Reed, January 14, 1776

"Three things prompt men to a regular discharge of their 
duty in time of action: natural bravery, hope of reward, 
and fear of punishment." - Letter to the President of Con-
gress, February 9, 1776

"To expect... the same service from raw and undisci-
plined recruits, as from veteran soldiers, is to expect what
never did and perhaps never will happen. Men, who are 
familiarized to danger, meet it without shrinking; whereas 
troops unused to service often apprehend danger where 
no danger is." - Letter to the President of Congress, Feb-
ruary 9, 1776

"All officers, non-commissioned officers and soldiers are 
positively forbid playing at cards, and other games of 
chance. At this time of public distress, men may find 
enough to do in the service of their God, and their Coun-
try, without abandoning themselves to vice and immoral-
ity." - General Orders, February 26, 1776

"I thank you most sincerely for your polite notice of me in 
the elegant lines you enclosed; and however undeserving
I may be of such encomium and panegyric [lofty praise], 
the style and manner exhibit a striking proof of your great
poetical talents. In honor of which, and as a tribute justly 
due to you, I would have published the poem had I not 
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been apprehensive that, while I only meant to give the 
world this new instance of your genius, I might have in-
curred the imputation of vanity. This, and nothing else, 
determined me not to give it place in the public prints. If 
you should ever come to Cambridge, or near Head Quar-
ters, I shall be happy to see a person so favored by the 
muses and to whom nature has been so liberal and 
beneficent in her dispensations." - Letter to Phyllis 
Wheatley (a black poet), February 28, 1776

"Thursday the seventh Instant, being set apart by the 
Honourable the Legislature of this province, as a day of 
fasting, prayer, and humiliation, to implore the Lord, and 
Giver of all victory, to pardon our manifold sins and 
wickedness's, and that it would please him to bless the 
Continental Arms, with his divine favour and protection' - 
All Officers, and Soldiers, are strictly enjoined to pay all 
due reverence, and attention on that day, to the sacred 
duties due to the Lord of hosts, for his mercies already 
received, and for those blessings, which our Holiness 
and Uprightness of life can alone encourage us to hope 
through his mercy to obtain." - General Orders, March 6, 
1776

"I believe I may with great truth affirm that no man per-
haps since the first institution of armies ever commanded
one under more difficult circumstances than I have done. 
To enumerate the particulars would fill a volume. Many of
the difficulties and distresses were of so peculiar a cast 
that, in order to conceal them from the enemy, I was 
obliged to conceal them from my friends, and indeed 
from my own army, thereby subjecting my conduct to in-
terpretations unfavorable to my character, especially by 
those at a distance who could not in the smallest degree 
be acquainted with the springs that governed it." - Letter 
to John Augustine Washington, March 31, 1776
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"No person wishes more to save money to the public, 
than I do; and no person has aimed more at it. But there 
are some cases in which parsimony may be ill-laced." - 
Letter to the President of Congress, April 23, 1776

"Pay strict obedience to the Orders of the Continental 
Congress, and by their unfeigned, and pious observance 
of their religious duties, incline the Lord, and Giver of Vic-
tory, to prosper our arms." - General Orders, May 15, 
1776

"To form a new Government, requires infinite care, and 
unbounded attention; for if the foundation is badly laid the
superstructure must be bad, too. Much time therefore, 
cannot be bestowed in weighing and digesting matters 
well. We have, no doubt, some good parts in our present 
constitution; many bad ones we know we have, where-
fore no time can be misspent that is imployed in seperat-
ing the Wheat from the Tares. My fear is, that you will all 
get tired and homesick, the consequence of which will 
be, that you will patch up some kind of Constitution as 
defective as the present; this should be avoided, every 
Man should consider, that he is lending his aid to frame a
Constitution which is to render Million's happy, or Miser-
able, and that a matter of such moment cannot be the 
Work of a day." - Letter to John Augustine Washington, 
referring to the making of a new Constitution, May 31, 
1776

"It is to be hoped, that if our cause is just, as I do most re-
ligiously believe it to be, the same Providence which in 
many instances appeared for us, will still go on to afford 
its aid." - Letter to John Washington, May 31, 1776

"Our own Country's Honor, all call upon us for a vigorous 
and manly exertion, and if we now shamefully fail, we 
shall become infamous to the whole world. Let us there-
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fore rely upon the goodness of the Cause, and the aid of 
the supreme Being, in whose hands Victory is, to animate
and encourage us to great and noble Actions - The Eyes 
of all our Countrymen are now upon us, and we shall 
have their blessings, and praises, if happily we are the in-
struments of saving them from the Tyranny mediated 
against them. Let us therefore animate and encourage 
each other, and shew the whole world, that a Freeman 
contending for Liberty on his own ground is superior to 
any slavish mercenary on earth." - General Orders, July 
2, 1776

"Let us therefore animate and encourage each other, and
show the whole world that a Freeman, contending for lib-
erty on his own ground, is superior to any slavish merce-
nary on earth." - General Orders, July 2, 1776

"We have therefore to resolve to conquer or to die. Our 
own, our country's honor, calls upon us for a vigorous 
and manly exertion; and if we now shameful fail, we shall 
become infamous to the whole world. Let us then rely on 
the goodness of our cause, and the aid of the Supreme 
Being, in whose hands victory is, to animate and encour-
age us to great and noble actions. The eyes of all our 
countrymen are now upon us, and we shall have their 
blessings and praises, if happily we are the instruments 
of saving them from the tyranny mediated against them. 
Let us therefore animate and encourage each other, and 
show the whole world that a freeman contending for lib-
erty on his own ground, is superior to any slavish merce-
nary on earth." - General Orders, July 2, 1776

"The General hopes and trusts that every officer and man
will endeavor to live and act as becomes a Christian sol-
dier defending the dearest rights and liberties of his coun-
try." - General Orders, July 9, 1776
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"The Hon. Continental Congress having been pleased to 
allow a Chaplain to each Regiment, with the pay of 
Thirty-three Dollars and one third pr month--The Colonels
or commanding officers of each regiment are directed to 
procure Chaplains accordingly; persons of good Charac-
ters and exemplary lives--To see that all inferior officers 
and soldiers pay them a suitable respect and attend care-
fully upon religious exercises. The blessing and protec-
tion of Heaven are at all times necessary but especially 
so in times of public distress and danger--The General 
hopes and trusts, that every officer and man, will endeav-
our so to live, and act, as becomes a Christian Soldier 
defending the dearest Rights and Liberties of his coun-
try." - General Orders, July 9, 1776

"Enjoin this upon the Officers, and let them inculcate, and
press home to the Soldiery, the Necessity of Order and 
Harmony among them, who are embark'd in one common
Cause, and mutually contending for all that Freeman [sic]
hold dear. I am persuaded, if the Officers will but exert 
themselves, these Animosities, this Disorder, will in a 
great Measure subside, and nothing being more essential
to the Service than that it should, I am hopeful nothing on
their Parts will be wanting to effect it." - Letter to Major 
General Philip Schuyler, July 17, 1776

"The hour is fast approaching, on which the Honor and 
Success of this army, and the safety of our bleeding 
Country depend. Remember officers and Soldiers, that 
you are Freemen, fighting for the blessings of Liberty - 
that slavery will be your portion, and that of your poster-
ity, if you do not acquit yourselves like men." - General 
Orders, August 23, 1776

"The time is now near at hand which must probably de-
termine whether Americans are to be freemen or slaves; 
whether they are to have any property they can call their 
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own; whether their houses and farms are to be pillaged 
and destroyed, and themselves consigned to a state of 
wretchedness from which no human efforts will deliver 
them. The fate of unborn millions will now depend, under 
God, on the courage and conduct of this army. Our cruel 
and unrelenting enemy leaves us only the choice of 
brave resistance, or the most abject submission. We 
have, therefore, to resolve to conquer or die." - Address 
to the Continental Army before the Battle of Long Island, 
August 27, 1776

"I am persuaded, and as fully convinced as I am of any 
one fact that has happened, that our liberties must of ne-
cessity be greatly hazarded, if not entirely lost, if their de-
fence is left to any but a permanent standing army; I 
mean, one to exist during the war. Nor would the ex-
pense, incident to the support of such a body of troops, 
as would be competent to almost every exigency, far ex-
ceed that, which is daily incurred by calling in succor, and
new enlistments, which, when effected, are not attended 
with any good consequences. Men, who have been free 
and subject to no control, cannot be reduced to order in 
an instant; and the privileges and exemptions they claim 
and will have influence the conduct of others; and the aid 
derived from them is nearly counterbalanced by the dis-
order, irregularity, and confusion they occasion." - Letter 
to the President of Congress, September 2, 1776

"There is nothing that gives a man consequence, and 
renders him fit for command, like a support that renders 
him independent of everybody but the State he serves." - 
Letter to the President of Congress, from Heights of 
Harlem, September 24, 1776

"To place any dependence upon militia is assuredly rest-
ing upon a broken staff. Men just dragged from the ten-
der scenes of domestic life, unaccustomed to the din of 
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arms, totally unacquainted with every kind of military 
skill... makes them timid and ready to fly from their own 
shadows." - Letter to the President of Congress, from 
Heights of Harlem, September 24, 1776

"An army formed of good officers moves like clockwork; 
but there is no situation upon earth less enviable, nor 
more distressing, than that person's who is at the head of
troops which are regardless of order and discipline." - 
Letter to the President of Congress, from Heights of 
Harlem, September 24, 1776

"When Men are irritated, and the Passions inflamed, they
fly hastely and cheerfully to Arms; but after the first emo-
tions are over, to expect, among such People, as com-
pose the bulk of an Army, that they are influenced by any
other principles than those of Interest, is to look for what 
never did, and I fear never will happen; the Congress will 
deceive themselves therefore if they expect it. A Soldier 
reasoned with upon the goodness of the cause he is en-
gaged in, and the inestimable rights he is contending for, 
hears you with patience, and acknowledges the truth of 
your observations, but adds, that it is of no more Impor-
tance to him than others. The Officer makes you the 
same reply, with this further remark, that his pay will not 
support him, and he cannot ruin himself and Family to 
serve his Country, when every Member of the community
is equally Interested and benefitted by his Labours. The 
few therefore, who act upon Principles of disinterested-
ness, are, comparatively speaking, no more than a drop 
in the Ocean. It becomes evidently clear then, that as this
Contest is not likely to be the Work of a day; as the War 
must be carried on systematically, and to do it, you must 
have good Officers, there are, in my Judgment, no other 
possible means to obtain them but by establishing your 
Army upon a permanent footing; and giving your Officers 
good pay; this will induce Gentlemen, and Men of Char-
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acter to engage; and till the bulk of your Officers are com-
posed of such persons as are actuated by Principles of 
honour, and a spirit of enterprize, you have little to expect
from them. -- They ought to have such allowances as will 
enable them to live like, and support the Characters of 
Gentlemen; and not be driven by a scanty pittance to the 
low, and dirty arts which many of them practice, to filch 
the Public of more than the difference of pay would 
amount to upon an ample allowe. Besides, something is 
due to the Man who puts his life in his hands, hazards his
health, and forsakes the Sweets of domestic enjoyments.
- Letter to the Continental Congress, September 24, 1776

"In short, your imagination can scarce extend to a situa-
tion more distressing than mine. Our only dependence 
now is upon the speedy enlistment of a new army. If this 
fails, I think the game will be pretty well up, as, from dis-
affection and want of spirit and fortitude, the inhabitants, 
instead of resistance, are offering submission." - Letter to
Lund Washington, December 10, 1776

"I have no lust after power but wish with as much fer-
vency as any Man upon this wide extended Continent, for
an opportunity of turning the Sword into a plow share." - 
Letter to Congress, December 20, 1776

"Desperate diseases require desperate remedies." - Let-
ter to the President of Congress, December 20, 1776

"Your friendly, and affectionate wishes for my health and 
success, has a claim to my thankful acknowledgements; 
and, that the God of Armies may enable me to bring the 
present contest to a speedy and happy conclusion, 
thereby gratifying me in a retirement to the calm and 
sweet enjoyment of domestick happiness, is the fervent 
prayer, and most ardent wish of my Soul." - Letter to Ed-
mund Pendleton, April 12, 1777
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"That the God of Armies may Incline the Hearts of my 
American Brethren to support, and bestow sufficient abili-
ties on me to bring the present contest to a speedy and 
happy conclusion, thereby enabling me to sink into sweet
retirement, and the full enjoyment of that Peace and hap-
piness which will accompany a domestick Life is the first 
wish, and most fervent prayer of my soul." - Letter to Lan-
don Carter, April 15, 1777

"Diffidence in an officer is a good mark because he will 
always endeavor to bring himself up to what he con-
ceives to be the full line of his duty." - Letter to Brigadier 
General Glover, April 26, 1777

"As few vices are attended with more pernicious conse-
quences, in civil life; so there are none more fatal in a 
military one, than that of GAMING; which often brings 
disgrace and ruin upon officers, and injury and punish-
ment upon the soldiery: And reports prevailing, which, it 
is to be feared are too well founded, that this destructive 
vice has spread its baneful influence in the army, and, in 
a peculiar manner, to the prejudice of the recruiting Ser-
vice,-The Commander in Chief, in the most pointed and 
explicit terms, forbids ALL officers and soldiers, playing at
cards, dice or at any games, except those of EXERCISE,
for diversion; it being impossible, if the practice be al-
lowed, at all, to discriminate between innocent play, for 
amusement, and criminal gaming, for pecuniary and sor-
did purposes... The commanding officer of every corps is 
strictly enjoined to have this order frequently read, and 
strongly impressed upon the minds those under his com-
mand. Any officer, or soldier, or other person belonging 
to, or following, the army... presuming, under any pre-
tence, to disobey this order, shall be tried by a General 
Court Martial." - General Orders, May 8, 1777
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"Nothing can be more hurtful to the service, than the ne-
glect of discipline; for that discipline, more than numbers, 
gives one army the superiority over another." - General 
Orders, July 6, 1777

"We should never despair, our Situation before has been 
unpromising and has changed for the better, so I trust, it 
will again. If new difficulties arise, we must only put forth 
new Exertions and proportion our Efforts to the exigency 
of the times." - Letter to Philip Schuyler, July 15, 1777

"Soap is another article in great demand--the Continental 
allowance is too small, and dear, as every necessary of 
life is now got, a soldier's pay will not enable him to pur-
chase, by which means his consequent dirtiness adds 
not a little to the disease of the Army." - Letter to the 
Committee of Congress, July 19, 1777

"Your favor of the 16th I received Yesterday morning, and
was much obliged by the interesting contents. The defeat
of Genl. Burgoyne is a most important event, and such as
must afford the highest satisfaction to every well affected 
American breast. Should providence be pleased to crown
our Arms in the course of the Campaign, with one more 
fortunate stroke, I think we shall have no great cause for 
anxiety respecting the future designs of Britain. I trust all 
will be well in his good time." - Letter to Major General Is-
rael Putnam, October 19, 1777

"Military arrangement, and movements in consequence, 
like the mechanism of a clock, will be imperfect and dis-
ordered by the want of a part." - Letter to the President of
Congress, December 23, 1777

"With my inauguration, I resolved firmly, that no man 
should ever charge me justly with deception." - Letter to 
James McHenry, January 4, 1778
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"The determinations of Providence are always wise, often
inscrutable; and, though its decrees appear to bear hard 
upon us at times, is nevertheless meant for gracious pur-
poses." - Letter to Bryan Fairfax, March 1, 1778

"America... has ever had, and I trust she ever will have, 
my honest exertions to promote her interest. I cannot 
hope that my services have been the best; but my heart 
tells me they have been the best that I could render." - 
Letter to Patrick Henry, March 27, 1778

"The wishes of the people, seldom founded in deep dis-
quisitions, or resulting from other reasonings than their 
present feelings, may not entirely accord with our true 
policy and interest. If they do not, to observe a proper line
of conduct for promoting the one, and avoiding offence to
the other, will be a work of great difficulty." - Letter to 
John Banister, April 21, 1778

"Nothing short of independence, it appears to me, can 
possibly do. A peace on other terms would, if I may be al-
lowed the expression, be a peace of war. The injuries we 
have received from the British nation were so unpro-
voked, and have been so great and so many, that they 
can never be forgotten. Besides the feuds, the jealousies,
the animosities, that would ever attain a union with them; 
besides the importance, the advantages, we should de-
rive from an unrestricted commerce; our fidelity as a peo-
ple, our gratitude, our character as men, are opposed to 
a coalition with them as subjects, but in case of the last 
extremity. Were we easily to accede to terms of depen-
dence, no nation, upon future occasions, let the oppres-
sions of Britain be never so flagrant and unjust, would in-
terpose for our relief; or, at most, they would do it with a 
cautious reluctance, and upon conditions most probably 
that would be hard, if not dishonorable to us. France, by 
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her supplies, has saved us from the yoke thus far; and a 
wise and virtuous perseverance would, and I trust will, 
free us entirely." - Letter to John Banister, April 21, 1778

"The most certain way to make a man your enemy is to 
tell him you esteem him such." - Letter to John Banister, 
April 21, 1778

"Without arrogance or the smallest deviation from truth it 
may be said that no history now extant can furnish an in-
stance of an army's suffering such uncommon hardships 
as ours has done, and bearing them with the same pa-
tience and fortitude. To see men, without clothes to cover
their nakedness, without blankets to lie on, without 
shoes, by which their marches might be traced by blood 
from their feet, and almost as often without provisions as 
with them, marching through the frost and snow, and at 
Christmas taking up their winter-quarters within a day's 
march of the enemy, without a house or hut to cover 
them, till they could be built, and submitting to it without a
murmur, is a proof of patience and obedience, which in 
my opinion can scarce be paralleled." - Letter to John 
Banister, April 21, 1778

"I do not mean to exclude altogether the ideas of patrio-
tism. I know it exists, and I know it has done much in the 
present contest. But I will venture to assert, that a great 
and lasting war can never be supported on this principle 
alone. It must be aided by a prospect of interest or some 
reward. For a time, it may, or itself push men to action: to
bear much, to encounter difficulties; but it will not endure 
unassisted by interest." - Letter to John Banister, April 21,
1778

"That no history now extant can furnish an instance of an 
army's suffering such uncommon hardships as ours has 
done, and bearing them with the same patience and forti-
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tude. To see men, without clothes to cover their naked-
ness, without blankets to lie on, without shoes, by which 
their marches might be traced by the blood from their 
feet, and almost as often without provisions as with them,
marching through the frost and snow, and at Christmas 
taking up their winter-quarters within a day's march of the
enemy, without a house or hut to cover them, till they 
could be built, and submitting to it without a murmur, is a 
proof of patience and obedience, which in my opinion can
scarce be paralleled." - Letter to John Banister, April 21, 
1778

"Should we retire to the interior parts of the State, we 
should find them crowded with virtuous citizens, who, 
sacrificing their all, have left Philadelphia, and fled thither 
for protection. To their distresses humanity forbids us to 
add. This is not all, we should leave a vast extent of fer-
tile country to be despoiled and ravaged by the enemy, 
from which they would draw vast supplies, and where 
many of our firm friends would be exposed to all the mis-
eries of the most insulting and wanton depredation. A 
train of evils might be enumerated, but these will suffice. 
These considerations make it indispensably necessary 
for the army to take such a position, as will enable it most
effectually to prevent distress and to give the most exten-
sive security; and in that position we must make our-
selves the best shelter in our power." - Letter to John 
Banister, referring to Valley Forge, April 21, 1778

"While we are zealously performing the duties of good cit-
izens and soldiers, we certainly ought not to be inatten-
tive to the higher duties of religion. To the distinguished 
character of Patriot, it should be our highest glory to add 
the more distinguished character of Christian. The signal 
instances of Providential goodness which we have expe-
rienced and which have now almost crowned our labors 
with complete success demand from us in a peculiar 
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manner the warmest returns of gratitude and piety to the 
Supreme Author of all good." - General Orders, May 2, 
1778

"It having pleased the Almighty Ruler of the universe to 
defend the cause of the United American States, and fi-
nally to raise up a powerful friend among the princes of 
the earth, to establish our liberty and independence upon
a lasting foundation, it becomes us to set apart a day for 
gratefully acknowledging the divine goodness, and cele-
brating the important event, which we owe to His divine 
interposition." - General Orders, May 5, 1778

"I rejoice most sincerely with you, on the glorious change 
in our prospects, calmness and serenity, seems likely to 
succeed in some measure, those dark and tempestuous 
clouds which at times appeared ready to overwhelm us, 
The game, whether well or ill played hitherto, seems now 
to be verging fast to a favourable issue, and cannot I 
think be lost, unless we throw it away by too much 
supineness on the one hand, or impetuosity on the other,
God for bid that either of these should happen at a time 
when we seem to be upon the point of reaping the fruits 
of our toil and labour, A stroke, and reverse, under such 
circumstances, would be doubly distressing." - Letter to 
Robert Morris, after the ordeal at Valley Forge was over, 
May 25, 1778

"My friends therefore may believe me sincere in my pro-
fessions of attachment to them, whilst Providence has a 
joint claim to my humble and grateful thanks, for its pro-
tection and direction of me, through the many difficult and
intricate scenes, which this contest hath produced; and 
for the constant interposition in our behalf, when the 
clouds were heaviest and seemed ready to burst upon 
us. To paint the distresses and perilous situation of this 
army in the course of last winter, for want of cloaths, pro-
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visions, and almost every other necessary, essential to 
the well-being, I may say existence, of an army, would re-
quire more time and an abler pen than mine; nor, since 
our prospects have so miraculously brightened, shall I at-
tempt it, or even bear it in remembrance, further than as 
a memento of what is due to the great Author of all the 
care and good, that have been extended in relieving us in
difficulties and distress." - Letter to Landon Carter, May 
30, 1778

"The hand of Providence has been so conspicuous in all 
this that he must be worse than an infidel that lacks faith, 
and more wicked that has not gratitude to acknowledge 
his obligations; but it will be time enough for me to turn 
Preacher when my present appointment ceases; and 
therefore, I shall add no more on the Doctrine of Provi-
dence." - Letter to Brigadier General Thomas Nelson, Au-
gust 20, 1778

"It is a maxim, founded on the universal experience of 
mankind, that no nation is to be trusted farther than it is 
bound by its interest; and no prudent statesman or politi-
cian will venture to depart from it." - Letter to Henry Lau-
rens, November 14, 1778

"To me, it appears no unjust simile to compare the affairs
of this great Continent to the mechanism of a clock, each 
state representing some one or other of the smaller parts 
of it which they are endeavoring to put in fine order with-
out considering how useless & unavailing their labor is 
unless the great Wheel or Spring which is to set the 
whole in motion is also well attended to & kept in good 
order." - Letter to George Mason, March 27, 1779

"Our cause is noble; it is the cause of mankind!" - Letter 
to James Warren, March 31, 1779
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"It is most devoutly to be wished that the several States 
would adopt some vigorous measures for the purpose of 
giving credit to the paper currency and punishment of 
speculators, forestallers and others who are preying upon
the vitals of this great Country and putting every thing to 
the utmost hazard. Alas! what is virtue come to; what a 
miserable change has four years produced in the temper 
and dispositions of the Sons of America! It really shocks 
me to think of it!" - Letter to Burwell Bassett, April 22, 
1779

"What students would learn in American schools above 
all is the religion of Jesus Christ." - Speech to the Dela-
ware Indian Chiefs, May 12, 1779

"I am glad you have brought three of the Children of your 
principal Chiefs to be educated with us. I am sure Con-
gress will open the Arms of love to them, and will look 
upon them, and will look upon them as their own Chil-
dren, and will have them educated accordingly. This is a 
great mark of your confidence and of your desire to pre-
serve friendship between the Two Nations to the end of 
time, and to become One People with your Brethren of 
the United States. My ears hear with pleasure the other 
matters you mention. Congress will be glad to hear them 
too. You do well to wish to learn our arts and ways of life,
and above all, the religion of Jesus Christ. These will 
make you a greater and happier people than you are. 
Congress will do everything they can to assist you in this 
wise intention; and to tie the knot of friendship and union 
so fast, that nothing shall ever be able to loose it." - To 
the Chiefs of the Delaware Indian tribe, who had brought 
three youths to be trained in American schools, May 12, 
1779

"To please every body is impossible; were I to undertake 
it I should probably please no body. If I know myself I 
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have no partialities. I have from the beginning, and I will 
to the end pursue to the best of my judgment and abilities
one steady line of conduct for the good of the great 
whole. This will, under all circumstances administer con-
solation to myself however short I may fall of the expecta-
tions of others." - Letter to John Armstrong, May 18, 1779

"To stand well in the estimation of one's country is a hap-
piness that no rational creature can be insensible of." - 
Letter to Joseph Reed, July 29, 1779

"Many and pointed orders have been issued against that 
unmeaning and abominable custom of Swearing, not 
withstanding which, with much regret the General ob-
serves that it prevails, if possible, more than ever; His 
feelings are continually wounded by the Oaths and Im-
precations of the soldiers whenever he is in hearing of 
them. The Name of That Being, from whose bountiful 
goodness we are permitted to exist and enjoy the com-
forts of life is incessantly imprecated and prophaned in a 
manner as wanton as it is shocking. For the sake there-
fore of religion, decency and order, the General hopes 
and trusts that officers of every rank will use their influ-
ence and authority to check a vice, which is as unprof-
itable as it is wicked and shameful. If officers would make
it an invariable rule to reprimand, and if that does not do 
punish soldiers for offences of this kind it could not fail of 
having the desired effect." - General Orders, July 29, 
1779

"I hate deception, even where the imagination only is 
concerned." - Letter to Dr. John Cochran, August 16, 
1779

"The best and only safe road to honor, glory, and true 
dignity is justice." - Letter to the Marquis de Lafayette, 
September 30, 1779
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"No distance can keep anxious lovers long asunder." - 
Letter to the Marquis de Lafayette, September 30, 1779

"Amidst all the wonders recorded in holy writ no instance 
can be produced where a young woman from real inclina-
tion has preferred an old man." - Letter to the Marquis de 
Lafayette, September 30, 1779

"And above all... He hath diffused the glorious light of the 
gospel, whereby, through the merits of our gracious Re-
deemer; we may become the heirs of His eternal glory." - 
General Orders, quoting a congressional proclamation, 
November 27, 1779

"A slender acquaintance with the world must convince 
every man, that actions, not words, are the true criterion 
of the attachment of his friends, and that the most liberal 
professions of good will are very far from being the surest
marks of it." - Letter to Major General John Sullivan, De-
cember 15, 1779

"Facts may speak for themselves." - Letter to Major Gen-
eral Nathaniel Greene, January 22, 1780

"There is nothing so likely to produce peace as to be well 
prepared to meet an enemy." - Letter to Elbridge Gerry, 
January 29, 1780

"Orders, unless they are followed by close attention to 
the performance of them, are of little avail." - Letter to 
Lord Stirling, March 5, 1780

"Example, whether it be good or bad, has a powerful in-
fluence, and the higher in Rank the officer is, who sets it, 
the more striking it is." - Letter to Lord Stirling, March 5, 
1780
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"The best way to preserve the confidence of the people 
durably is to promote their true interests." - Letter to 
Joseph Reed, July 4, 1780

"When any great object is in view, the popular mind is 
roused into expectation, and prepared to make sacrifices 
both of ease and property. If those, to whom they confide
the management of their affairs, do not call them to make
these sacrifices, and the object is not attained, or they 
are involved in the reproach of not having contributed as 
much as they ought to have done towards it, they will be 
mortified at the disappointment, they will feel the censure,
and their resentment will rise against those, who, with 
sufficient authority, have omitted to do what their interest 
and their honor required." - Letter to Joseph Reed, July 4,
1780

"Extensive powers not exercised as far as was necessary
have, I believe, scarcely ever failed to ruin the posses-
sor." - Letter to Joseph Reed, July 4, 1780

"Unless the States will content themselves with a full and 
well-chosen representation in Congress and vest that 
body with absolute powers in all matters relative to the 
great purposes of war, and of general concern... we are 
attempting an impossibility, and very soon shall become 
(if it is not already the case) a many-headed monster--a 
heterogenious mass--that never will or can steer to the 
same point." - Letter to Fielding Lewis, July 6, 1780

"To rectify past blunders is impossible, but we might profit
by the experience of them." - Letter to Fielding Lewis, 
July 6, 1780

"We shall never have Peace till the enemy are convinced 
that we are in a condition to carry on the War. It is no 
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new maxim in politics that for a nation to obtain Peace, or
insure it, It must be prepared for War." - Letter to Fielding
Lewis, July 6, 1780

"Had we formed a permanent army in the beginning, 
which, by the continuance of the same men in service, 
had been capable of discipline, we never should have 
had to retreat with a handful of men across the Delaware 
in '76, trembling for the fate of America, which nothing but
the infatuation of the enemy could have saved; we should
not have remained all the succeeding winter at their 
mercy, with sometimes scarcely a sufficient body of men 
to mount the ordinary guards, liable at every moment to 
be dissipated, if they had only thought proper to march 
against us; we should not have been under the necessity 
of fighting at Brandywine, with an unequal number of raw 
troops, and afterwards of seeing Philadelphia fall a prey 
to a victorious army; we should not have been at Valley 
Forge with less than half the force of the enemy, destitute
of every thing, in a situation neither to resist nor to retire; 
we should not have seen New York left with a handful of 
men, yet an overmatch for the main army of these States,
while the principal part of their force was detached for the
reduction of two of them; we should not have found our-
selves this spring so weak, as to be insulted by five thou-
sand men, unable to protect our baggage and Maga-
zines, their security depending on a good countenance, 
and a want of enterprise in the enemy; we should not 
have been the greatest part of the war inferior to the en-
emy, indebted for our safety to their inactivity, enduring 
frequently the mortification of seeing inviting opportunities
to ruin them pass unimproved for want of a force, which 
the country was completely able to afford; to see the 
Country ravaged, our towns burnt, the inhabitants plun-
dered, abused, murdered with impunity from the same 
cause. There is every reason to believe, the War has 
been protracted on this account. Our opposition being 
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less, made the successes of the enemy greater. The fluc-
tuation of the army kept alive their hopes, and at every 
period of the dissolution of a considerable part of it, they 
have flattered themselves with some decisive advan-
tages. Had we kept a permanent army on foot, the en-
emy could have had nothing to hope for, and would in all 
probability have listened to terms long since." - Letter to 
the President of Congress, August 20, 1780

"Treason of the blackest dye was yesterday discovered! 
General Arnold who commanded at Westpoint, lost to ev-
ery sentiment of honor, of public and private obligation, 
was about to deliver up that important Post into the 
hands of the enemy. Such an event must have given the 
American cause a deadly wound if not fatal stab. Happily 
the treason had been timely discovered to prevent the fa-
tal misfortune. The providential train of circumstances 
which led to it affords the most convincing proof that the 
Liberties of America are the object of divine Protection.

At the same time that the Treason is to be regretted the 
General cannot help congratulating the Army on the 
happy discovery. Our Enemies despairing of carrying the 
point by force are practising every base art to effect by 
bribery and Corruption what they cannot accomplish in a 
manly way.

Great honor is due to the American Army that this is the 
first instance of Treason of the kind where many were to 
be expected from the nature of the dispute, and nothing 
is so bright an ornament in the Character of the American
soldiers as their having been proof against all the arts 
and seduction of an insidious enemy.

Arnold has made his escape to the Enemy but Mr. Andre 
the Adjutant General to the British Army who came out as
a spy to negotiate the Business is our Prisoner. His Ex-
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cellency the commander in Chief has arrived at West-
point from Harford and is no doubt taking the proper 
measures to unravel fully, so hellish a plot." - General Or-
ders, September 26, 1780

"In no instance since the commencement of the war, has 
the interposition of Providence appeared more remark-
ably conspicuous than in the rescue of the post and garri-
son of West point from Arnold's villainous perfidy." - Let-
ter to John Laurens, October 13, 1780

"We have, as you very justly observe, abundant reason 
to thank Providence for its many favorable interpositions 
in our behalf. It has at times been my only dependence, 
for all other resources seemed to have failed us." - Letter 
to William Gordon, March, 1781

"We ought not to look back, unless it is to derive useful 
lessons from past errors, and for the purpose of profiting 
by dear bought experience. To enveigh against things 
that are past and irremediable, is unpleasing; but to steer
clear of the shelves and rocks we have struck upon, is 
the part of wisdom, equally as incumbent on political as 
other men, who have their own little bark, or that of oth-
ers, to navigate through the intricate paths of life, or the 
trackless ocean, to the haven of security and rest." - Let-
ter to Major General Armstrong, March 26, 1781

"I bore much for the sake of peace and the public good. 
My conscience tells me I acted rightly in these transac-
tions, and should they ever come to the knowledge of the
world I trust I shall stand acquitted by it." - Letter to Gen-
eral Nathaniel Greene, October, 1781

"The commander-in-chief earnestly recommends that the 
troops not on duty should universally attend with that se-
riousness of deportment and gratitude of heart which the 
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recognition of such reiterated and astonishing interposi-
tion of Providence demands of us." - General Orders, af-
ter British surrender at Yorktown, October 19, 1781

"Without a decisive naval force we can do nothing defini-
tive. And with it, everything honorable and glorious." - 
Letter to Gilbert du Motier, November 15, 1781

"I take a particular pleasure in acknowledging that the in-
terposing Hand of Heaven, in the various instances of our
extensive Preparation for this Operation (Yorktown), has 
been most conspicuous and remarkable." - Letter to 
Thomas McKean, November 15, 1781

"I can truly say, that the first wish of my Soul is to return 
speedily into the bosom of that country, which gave me 
birth, and, in the sweet enjoyment of domestic happiness 
and the company of a few friends, to end my days in 
quiet, when I shall be called from this stage." - Letter to 
Archibald Cary, June 15, 1782

"Conscience... seldom comes to a man's aid while he is 
in the zenith of health and revelling in pomp and luxury 
upon illgotten spoils. It is generally the last act of his life, 
and it comes too late to be of much service to others 
here, or to himself hereafter." - Letter to John P. Posey, 
August 7, 1782

"Painful as the task is to describe the dark side of our af-
fairs, it sometimes becomes a matter of indispensable 
necessity." - Letter to the Secretary of War, October 2, 
1782

"I have accustomed myself to judge of human actions 
very differently, and to appreciate them, by the manner in
which they are conducted, more than by the Events; 
which, it is not in the power of human foresight or pru-
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dence to command." - Letter to Benjamin Tallmadge, De-
cember 10, 1782

"It is yet to be decided whether the Revolution must ulti-
mately be considered as a blessing or a curse: a blessing
or a curse, not to the present age alone, for with our fate 
will the destiny of unborn millions be involved." - Circular 
to the States, 1783

"And you will, by the dignity of your Conduct, afford occa-
sion for Posterity to say, when speaking of the glorious 
example you have exhibited to Mankind, had this day 
been wanting, the World had never seen the last stage of
perfection to which human nature is capable of attaining."
- The Newburgh Address, January 2, 1783

"The last thing I shall mention, is first of importance and 
that is, to avoid gaming. This is a vice which is productive
of every possible evil, equally injurious to the morals and 
health of its votaries. It is the child of avarice, the brother 
of inequity, and father of mischief. It has been the ruin of 
many worthy families; the loss of many a man's honor; 
and the cause of suicide. To all those who enter the list, it
is equally fascinating; the successful gamester pushes 
his good fortune till it is overtaken by a reverse; the losing
gamester, in hopes of retrieving past misfortunes, goes 
on from bad to worse; till grown desperate, he pushes at 
everything; and loses his all. In a word, few gain by this 
abominable practice (the profit, if any, being diffused) 
while thousands are injured." - Letter to Lawrence Lewis, 
January 15, 1783

"It is not the mere study of the Law, but to become emi-
nent in the profession of it, which is to yield honor and 
profit." - Letter to Bushrod Washington, January 15, 1783
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"It is easy to make acquaintances, but very difficult to 
shake them off, however irksome and unprofitable they 
are found, after we have once committed ourselves to 
them." - Letter to Bushrod Washington, January 15, 1783

"Let your heart feel for the afflictions and distresses of ev-
ery one, and let your hand give in proportion to your 
purse; remembering always the estimation of the widow's
mite, but, that it is not every one who asketh that de-
serveth charity; all, however, are worthy of the inquiry, or 
the deserving may suffer." - Letter to Bushrod Washing-
ton, January 15, 1783

"Do not conceive that fine clothes make fine men any 
more than fine feathers make fine birds." - Letter to 
Bushrod Washington, January 15, 1783

"Avoid gaming. This is a vice which is productive of every
possible evil; equally injurious to the morals and health of
its votaries. It is the child of avarice, the brother of iniq-
uity, and father of mischief. It has been the ruin of many 
worthy families, the loss of many a man's honor, and the 
cause of Suicide. To all those who enter the lists, it is 
equally fascinating. The successful gamester pushes his 
good fortune, till it is overtaken by a reverse. The losing 
gamester, in hopes of retrieving past misfortunes, goes 
on from bad to worse, till grown desperate he pushes at 
everything and loses his all. In a word, few gain by this 
abominable practice, (the profit if any being diffused) 
while thousands are injured." - Letter to Bushrod Wash-
ington, January 15, 1783

"Merit rarely goes unrewarded." - Letter to Bushrod 
Washington, January 15, 1783

"Be courteous to all, but intimate with few; and let those 
few be well tried before you give them your confidence. 
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True friendship is a plant of slow growth, and must un-
dergo and withstand the shocks of adversity before it is 
entitled to the appellation." - Letter to Bushrod Washing-
ton, January 15, 1783

"Imaginary wants are indefinite; and oftentimes insa-
tiable; because they sometimes are boundless, and al-
ways changing." - Letter to John Augustine Washington, 
January 16, 1783

"The true distinction... between what is called a fine Regi-
ment, and an indifferent one will ever, upon investigation,
be found to originate in, and depend upon the care, or 
the inattention, of the Officers belonging to them." - Letter
to Major Thomas Lansdale, January 25, 1783

"If Historiographers should be hardy enough to fill the 
page of History with the advantages that have been 
gained with unequal numbers, on the part of America, in 
the course of this contest, and attempt to relate the dis-
tressing circumstances under which they have been ob-
tained it is more than probable that Posterity will bestow 
on their labors the epithet and marks of fiction; for it will 
not be believed that such a force as Great Britain has 
employed for eight years in this Country could be baffled 
in their plan of Subjugating it by numbers infinitely less, 
composed of Men oftentimes half starved; always in 
Rags, without pay, and experiencing, at times, every 
species of distress which human nature is capable of un-
dergoing." - Letter to Major General Nathaniel Greene, 
February 6, 1783

"Can you then consent to be the only sufferers by this 
revolution, and retiring from the field, grow old in poverty, 
wretchedness and contempt? Can you consent to wade 
through the vile mire of dependency, and owe the miser-
able remnant of that life to charity, which has hitherto 
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been spent in honor? If you can - GO - and carry with you
the jest of tories and scorn of whigs - the ridicule, and 
what is worse, the pity of the world. Go, starve, and be 
forgotten!" - Letter to Officers of the Army, March 12, 
1783

"Gentlemen, you will permit me to put on my spectacles, 
for, I have grown not only gray, but almost blind in the 
service of my country." - While fumbling for his glasses 
before delivering the Newburgh Address, March 15, 1783

"If men are to be precluded from offering their sentiments
on a matter which may involve the most serious and 
alarming consequences that can invite the consideration 
of mankind, reason is of no use to us; the freedom of 
speech may be taken away, and dumb and silent we may
be led, like sheep to the slaughter." - Address to Officers 
of the Army, March 15, 1783

"You will, by the dignity of your Conduct, afford occasion 
for Posterity to say, when speaking of the glorious exam-
ple you have exhibited to Mankind, had this day been 
wanting, the World had never seen the last stage of per-
fection to which human nature is capable of attaining." - 
Response to the First Newburgh Address, March 15, 
1783

"For if Men are to be precluded from offering their Senti-
ments on a matter, which may involve the most serious 
and alarming consequences, that can invite the consider-
ation of Mankind, reason is of no use to us; the freedom 
of Speech may be taken away, and, dumb and silent we 
may be led, like sheep, to the Slaughter." - Address to 
the Officers of the Army, March 15, 1783
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"Nothing is too extravagant to expect from men who con-
ceive they are ungratefully and unjustly dealt by." - Letter 
to Joseph Jones, March 18, 1783

"The Commander in chief thinks it a duty to declare the 
regularity and decorum with which divine service is now 
performed every Sunday, will reflect great credit on the 
army in general, tend to improve the morals, and at the 
same time, to increase the happiness of the soldiery, and
must afford the most pure and rational entertainment for 
every serious and well disposed mind." - General Orders,
March 22, 1783

"The Army (considering the irritable state it is in, its suf-
fering and composition) is a dangerous instrument to play
with." - Letter to Alexander Hamilton, April 4, 1783

"Happy, thrice happy shall they be pronounced hereafter,
who have contributed any thing, who have performed the 
meanest office in erecting this stupendous fabrick of 
Freedom and Empire on the broad basis of Indepen-
dency; who have assisted in protecting the rights of hu-
mane nature and establishing an Asylum for the poor and
oppressed of all nations and religions." - General Orders, 
April 18, 1783

"The Commander in Chief orders the Cessation of Hostili-
ties between the United States of America and the King 
of Great Britain to be publickly proclaimed tomorrow at 12
o-clock at the New building, and that the Proclamation 
which will be communicated herewith, be read tomorrow 
evening at the head of every regiment and corps of the 
army. After which the Chaplains with the several 
Brigades will render thanks to almighty God for all his 
mercies, particularly for his over ruling the wrath of man 
to his own glory, and causing the rage of war to cease 
amongst the nations.
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Although the proclamation before alluded to, extends 
only to the prohibition of hostilities and not to the annun-
ciation of a general peace, yet it must afford the most ra-
tional and sincere satisfaction to every benevolent mind, 
as it puts a period to a long and doubtful contest, stops 
the effusion of human blood, opens the prospect to a 
more splendid scene, and like another morning star, 
promises the approach of a brighter day than hath hith-
erto illuminated the Western Hemisphere; on such a 
happy day, a day which is the harbinger of Peace, a day 
which compleats the eighth year of the war, it would be 
ingratitude not to rejoice! it would be insensibility not to 
participate in the general felicity.

The Commander in Chief far from endeavouring to stifle 
the feelings of Joy in his own bosom, offers his most cor-
dial Congratulations on the occasion to all the Officers of 
every denomination, to all the Troops of the United 
States in General, and in particular to those gallant and 
persevering men who had resolved to defend the rights 
of their invaded country so long as the war should con-
tinue. For these are the men who ought to be considered 
as the pride and boast of the American Army; And, who 
crowned with well earned laurels, may soon withdraw 
from the field of Glory, to the more tranquil walks of civil 
life.

While the General recollects the almost infinite variety of 
Scenes thro which we have passed, with a mixture of 
pleasure, astonishment, and gratitude; While he contem-
plates the prospects before us with rapture; he can not 
help wishing that all the brave men (of whatever condition
they may be) who have shared in the toils and dangers of
effecting this glorious revolution, of rescuing Millions from
the hand of oppression, and of laying the foundation of a 
great Empire, might be impressed with a proper idea of 

320

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1502516136


Order Paperback on Amazon

the dignifyed part they have been called to act (under the
Smiles of providence) on the stage of human affairs: for, 
happy, thrice happy shall they be pronounced hereafter, 
who have contributed any thing, who have performed the 
meanest office in erecting this stupendous fabrick of 
Freedom and Empire on the broad basis of Indepen-
dency; who have assisted in protecting the rights of hu-
mane nature and establishing an Asylum for the poor and
oppressed of all nations and religions. The glorious task 
for which we first fleu to Arms being thus accomplished, 
the liberties of our Country being fully acknowledged, and
firmly secured by the smiles of heaven, on the purity of 
our cause, and the honest exertions of a feeble people 
(determined to be free) against a powerful Nation (dis-
posed to oppress them) and the Character of those who 
have persevered, through every extremity of hardship; 
suffering and danger being immortalized by the illustrious
appellation of the patriot Army: Nothing now remains but 
for the actors of this mighty Scene to preserve a perfect, 
unvarying, consistency of character through the very last 
act; to close the Drama with applause; and to retire from 
the Military Theatre with the same approbation of Angells
and men which have crowned all their former virtuous Ac-
tions." - General Orders announcing the end of the war, 
April 18, 1783

"It may be laid down as a primary position, and the basis 
of our system, that every Citizen who enjoys the protec-
tion of a free Government, owes not only a proportion of 
his property, but even his personal services to the de-
fence of it, and consequently that the Citizens of America
(with a few legal and official exceptions) from 18 to 50 
Years of Age should be borne on the Militia Rolls, pro-
vided with uniform Arms, and so far accustomed to the 
use of them, that the Total strength of the Country might 
be called forth at a Short Notice on any very interesting 
Emergency." - Letter to Alexander Hamilton, May 2, 1783
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"Ingratitude has been experienced in all ages, and re-
publics in particular have ever been famed for the exer-
cise of that unnatural and sordid vice." - Letter to Major 
General Israel Putnam, June 2, 1783

"I now make it my earnest prayer, that God would have 
you, and the State over which you preside, in his holy 
protection, that he would incline the hearts of the Citizens
to cultivate a spirit of subordination and obedience to 
Government, to entertain a brotherly affection and love 
for one another, for their fellow Citizens of the United 
States at large, and particularly for their brethren who 
have served in the Field, and finally, that he would most 
graciously be pleased to dispose us all, to do Justice, to 
love mercy, and to demean ourselves with that Charity, 
humility and pacific temper of mind, which were the Char-
acteristicks of the Divine Author of our blessed Religion, 
and without an humble imitation of whose example in 
these things, we can never hope to be a happy Nation." - 
Circular Letter of Farewell to the Army, June 8, 1783

"The Citizens of America, placed in the most enviable 
condition, as the sole Lords and Proprietors of a vast 
Tract of Continent, comprehending all the various soils 
and climates of the World, and abounding with all the 
necessaries and conveniencies of life, are now by the 
late satisfactory pacification, acknowledged to be pos-
sessed of absolute freedom and Independency; They 
are, from this period, to be considered as the Actors on a 
most conspicuous Theatre, which seems to be peculiarly 
designated by Providence for the display of human great-
ness and felicity." - Circular to the States, June 8, 1783

"The foundation of our Empire was not laid in the gloomy 
age of Ignorance and Superstition, but at an Epoch when
the rights of mankind were better understood and more 
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clearly defined, than at any former period, the researches
of the human mind, after social happiness, have been 
carried to a great extent, the Treasures of knowledge, ac-
quired by the labours of Philosophers, Sages and Legis-
latures, through a long succession of years, are laid open
for our use, and their collected wisdom may be happily 
applied in the Establishment of our forms of Government;
the free cultivation of Letters, the unbounded extension of
Commerce, the progressive refinement of Manners, the 
growing liberality of sentiment, and above all, the pure 
and benign light of Revelation, have had a meliorating in-
fluence on mankind and increased the blessings of Soci-
ety. At this auspicious period, the United States came 
into existence as a Nation, and if their Citizens should not
be completely free and happy, the fault will be intirely 
their own." - Circular to the States, June 8, 1783

"I accept, with much pleasure your kind Congratulations 
on the happy Event of Peace, with the Establishment of 
our Liberties and Independence. Glorious indeed has 
been our Contest: glorious in its Issue; but in the midst of 
our Joys, I hope we shall not forget that, to divine provi-
dence is to be ascribed the glory and the Praise." - Letter 
to Rev. John Rodgers, June 11, 1783

"Glorious indeed has been our Contest: glorious, if we 
consider the Prize for which we have contended, and glo-
rious in its Issue; but in the midst of our Joys, I hope we 
shall not forget that, to divine Providence is to be as-
cribed the Glory and the Praise." - Letter to Rev. John 
Rodgers, June 11, 1783

"I now make it my earnest prayer that God would have 
you and the state over which you preside in his holy pro-
tection: that he would incline the hearts of the citizens to 
cultivate a spirit of subordination and obedience to gov-
ernment, to entertain a brotherly affection and love for 
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one another, for their fellow-citizens of the United State at
large, and particularly for their brethren who have served 
in the field: and, finally, that he would most graciously be 
pleased to dispose us all to do justice, to love mercy, and
to demean ourselves with that charity, humility, and pa-
cific temper of mind, which were the characteristics of the
divine author of our blessed religion: without an humble 
imitation of whose example, in these things, we can ever 
hope to he a happy nation." - Circular Letter to the Gover-
nors, June 13, 1783

"Honesty will be found on every experiment, to be the 
best and only true policy; let us then as a Nation be just." 
- Circular Letter to the States, June 14, 1783

"Liberty, when it degenerates into licentiousness, begets 
confusion, and frequently ends in Tyranny or some woe-
ful catastrophe." - Letter to John Augustine Washington, 
June 15, 1783

"A hundred thousand men, coming one after another, 
cannot move a Ton weight; but the united strength of 50 
would transport it with ease." - Letter to Dr. William Gor-
don, July 8, 1783

"It now rests with the Confederated Powers, by the line of
conduct they mean to adopt, to make this Country great, 
happy, and respectable; or to sink it into littleness; worse 
perhaps, into Anarchy and Confusion; for certain I am, 
that unless adequate Powers are given to Congress for 
the general purposes of the Federal Union that we shall 
soon moulder into dust and become contemptable in the 
Eyes of Europe, if we are not made the sport of their Poli-
ticks; to suppose that the general concern of this Country
can be directed by thirteen heads, or one head without 
competent powers, is a solecism, the bad effects of 
which every Man who has had the practical knowledge to
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judge from, that I have, is fully convinced of; tho' none 
perhaps has felt them in so forcible, and distressing a de-
gree. The People at large, and at a distance from the the-
atre of Action, who only know that the Machine was kept 
in motion, and that they are at last arrived at the first ob-
ject of their Wishes are satisfied with the event, without 
investigating the causes of the slow progress to it, or of 
the Expences which have accrued and which they now 
seem unwilling to pay; great part of which has arisen 
from that want of energy in the Federal Constitution 
which I am complaining of, and which I wish to see given 
to it by a Convention of the People." - Letter to William 
Gordon, July 8, 1783

"Your Ladyships benevolent Designs toward the Indian 
Nations, claim my particular Attention, and to further so 
laudable an Undertaking will afford me much pleasure, so
far as my Situation in Life, surrounded with many and ar-
duous Cares will admit. To be named as an Executor of 
your Intentions, may perhaps disappoint your Ladyships 
Views; but so far as my general Superintendence, or inci-
dental Attention can contribute to the promotion of your 
Establishment, you may command my Assistance." - Let-
ter to Countess Huntington, a prominent English evangel-
ical leader, August 10, 1783

"When once the woman has tempted us, and we have 
tasted the forbidden fruit, there is no such thing as check-
ing our appetites, whatever the consequences may be." - 
Letter to Mrs. Richard Stockton, September 2, 1783

"I never did, nor do I believe I ever shall, give advice to a 
woman who is setting out on a matrimonial voyage; first, 
because I never could advise one to marry without her 
own consent; and, secondly, I know it is to no purpose to 
advise her to refrain when she has obtained it. A woman 
very rarely asks an opinion or requires advice on such an
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occasion, till her resolution is formed; and then it is with 
the hope and expectation of obtaining a sanction, not that
she means to be governed by your disapprobation, that 
she applies." - Letter to Lund Washington, September 20,
1783

"It has ever been a maxim with me through life, neither to
promote, nor to prevent a matrimonial connection, unless
there should be something indispensably requiring inter-
ference in the latter. I have always considered marriage 
as the most interesting event of one's life, the foundation 
of happiness or misery. To be instrumental therefore in 
bringing two people together who are indifferent to each 
other, and may soon become objects of hatred; or to pre-
vent a union which is prompted by mutual esteem and af-
fection, is what I never could reconcile to my feelings; 
and therefore, neither directly nor indirectly have I ever 
said a syllable to Fanny or George upon the subject of 
their intended connexion. But as their attachment to each
other seems to have been early formed, warm and last-
ing, it bids fair to be happy: if therefore you have no ob-
jection, I think the sooner it is consummated the better." - 
Letter to Burwell Bassett, September 20, 1783

"To the various branches of the Army, the General takes 
this last and solemn opportunity of professing his invio-
lable attachment & friendship--He wishes more than bare
professions were in his power, that he was really able to 
be usefull to them all in future life; He flatters himself 
however, they will do him the justice to believe, that what-
ever could with propriety be attempted by him, has been 
done. And being now to conclude these his last public 
Orders, to take his ultimate leave, in a short time, of the 
Military Character, and to bid a final adieu to the Armies 
he has so long had the honor to Command--he can only 
again offer in their behalf his recommendations to their 
grateful Country, and his prayers to the God of Armies. 
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May ample justice be done them here, and may the 
choicest of Heaven's favors both here and hereafter at-
tend those, who under the divine auspices have secured 
innumerable blessings for others: With these Wishes, 
and this benediction, the Commander in Chief is about to 
retire from s rvice--The Curtain of seperation will soon be 
drawn--and the Military Scene to him will be closed for 
ever." - Farewell Orders to the Army, November 2, 1783

"The establishment of Civil and Religious Liberty was the 
Motive which induced me to the Field - the object is at-
tained - and it now remains to be my earnest wish & 
prayer, that the Citizens of the United States could make 
a wise and virtuous use of the blessings placed before 
them." - Letter to the Reformed German Congregation of 
New York City, November 27, 1783

"For my own part, Gentlemen, in whatever situation I 
shall be hereafter, my supplications, will ever ascend to 
Heaven, for the prosperity of my Country in general; and 
for the individual happiness of those who are attached to 
the Freedom, and Independence of America." - Letter to 
the Freeholders and Inhabitants of Kings County, De-
cember 1, 1783

"The bosom of America is open to receive not only the 
Opulent and respectable Stranger, but the oppressed 
and persecuted of all Nations and Religions; whom we 
shall welcome to a participation of all our rights and privi-
leges, if by decency and propriety of conduct they appear
to merit the enjoyment." - Address to the Members of the 
Volunteer Association of Ireland, December 2, 1783

"I cannot bid adieu to the Acquaintances and Connec-
tions I have formed while acting in a public character 
without experiencing a certain pleasing, melancholy sen-
sation, pleasing because I leave my Country in the full 
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possession of Liberty and Independence; Melancholy be-
cause I bid my friends a long, perhaps a last farewell." - 
Letter to the Citizens of New Brunswick, December 6, 
1783

"For me, it is enough to have seen the divine Arm visibly 
outstretched for our deliverance, and to have received 
the approbation of my Country, and my Conscience..." - 
Letter to the Legislature of New Jersey, December 7, 
1783

"While the various Scenes of the War, in which I have ex-
perienced the timely aid of the Militia of Philadelphia, re-
cur to my mind, my ardent prayer ascends to Heaven that
they may long enjoy the blessings of that Peace which 
has been obtained by the divine benediction on our com-
mon exertions." - Letter to the Militia Officers of the City 
and Liberties of Philadelphia, December 12, 1783

"In the philosophic retreat to which I am retiring, I shall of-
ten contemplate with pleasure the extensive utility of your
Institution. The field of investigation is ample, the benefits
which will result to Human Society from discoveries yet to
be made, are indubitable, and the task of studying the 
works of the great Creator, inexpressibly delightful." - Let-
ter to the American Philosophical Society, December 13, 
1783

"Having now finished the work assigned me, I retire from 
the great theatre of Action; and bidding an Affectionate 
farewell to this August body under whose orders I have 
so long acted, I here offer my commission, and take my 
leave of all the employments of public life." - Address to 
Congress on Resigning his Commission, December 23, 
1783
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"Notwithstanding the jealous and contracted temper 
which seems to prevail in some of the States, yet I can-
not but hope and believe that the good sense of the peo-
ple will ultimately get the better of their prejudices; and 
that order and sound policy, tho' they do not come so 
soon as one wou'd wish, will be produced from the 
present unsettled and deranged state of public affairs." - 
Letter to Jonathan Trumbull, January 5, 1784

"At length, my dear marquis, I am become a private citi-
zen on the banks of the Potomac and under the shadow 
of my own vine and my own fig-tree, free from the bustle 
of a camp and the busy scenes of public life, I am solac-
ing myself with those tranquil enjoyments of which the 
soldier who is ever in pursuit of fame, the statesman 
whose watchful days and sleepless nights are spent in 
devising schemes to promote the welfare of his own, per-
haps the ruin of other countries, as if the globe was insuf-
ficient for us all, and the Courtier who is always watching 
the countenance of his Prince, in hopes of catching a 
gracious smile, can have very little conception. I have not
only retired from all public employments, but I am retiring 
within myself, and shall be able to view the solitary walk 
of private life with heartfelt satisfaction. Envious of none, I
am determined to be pleased with all; and this, my dear 
friend, being the order of my march, I will move gently 
down the stream of life until I sleep with my fathers." - 
Letter to the Marquis de Lafayette, February 1, 1784

"To a beneficent Providence, and to the fortitude of a 
brave and virtuous Army, supported by the general exer-
tion of our common Country I stand indebted for the plau-
dits you now bestow; ...my sensibility of them is height-
ened by their coming from the respectable Inhabitants of 
the place of my growing Infancy and the honorable men-
tion which is made of my revered Mother; by whose Ma-
ternal hand, early deprived of a father, I was led from 
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Childhood." - Letter to the inhabitants of Fredericksburg, 
February 14, 1784

"Dear Sir: I am informed that a Ship with Palatines is 
gone up to Baltimore, among whom are a number of 
Tradesmen. I am a good deal in want of a House Joiner 
and Bricklayer, (who really understand their profession) 
and you would do me a favor by purchasing one of each, 
for me. I would not confine you to Palatines. If they are 
good workmen, they may be of Asia, Africa, or Europe. 
They may be Mahometans, Jews or Christian of an Sect, 
or they may be Atheists. I would however prefer middle 
aged, to young men." - Letter to Tench Tilghman, March 
24, 1784

"I will frankly declare to you, my dear doctor, that any 
memoirs of my life, distinct and unconnected with the 
general history of the war, would rather hurt my feelings 
than tickle my pride whilst I lived. I had rather glide gently
down the stream of life, leaving it to posterity to think and 
say what they please of me, than by any act of mine to 
have vanity or ostentation imputed to me. I do not think 
vanity is a trait of my character." - Letter to Dr. James 
Craik, March 25, 1784

"I do not think vanity is a trait of my character." - Letter to 
Dr. James Craik, March 25, 1784

"A people... who are possessed of the spirit of com-
merce, who see and who will pursue their advantages 
may achieve almost anything." - Letter to Benjamin Harri-
son, October 10, 1784

"It is easier to prevent than to remedy an evil." - Letter to 
Richard Henry Lee, December 14, 1784
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"The best means of forming a manly, virtuous, and happy
people will be found in the right education of youth. With-
out this foundation, every other means, in my opinion, 
must fail." - Letter to George Chapman, December 15, 
1784

"Letters of friendship require no study." - Letter to Major 
General Henry Knox, January 5, 1785

"I am clearly in sentiment with her Ladyship, that chris-
tianity will never make any progress among the Indians, 
or work any considerable reformation in their principles, 
until they are brought to a state of greater civilization; and
the mode by which she means to attempt this, as far as I 
have been able to give it consideration, is as likely to suc-
ceed as any other that could have been devised... As I 
am well acquainted with the President of Congress, I will 
in the course of a few days write him a private letter on 
this subject giving the substance of Lady Huntington's 
plan and asking his opinion of the encouragement it 
might expect to receive from Congress if it should be 
brought before that honorable body. ...Without reverber-
ating the arguments in support of the humane and benev-
olent intention of Lady Huntington to christianize and re-
duce to a state of civilization the Savage tribes within the 
limits of the American States, or discanting upon the adv 
ntages which the Union may derive from the Emigration 
which is blended with, and becomes part of the plan, I 
highly approve of them..." - Letter to Sir James Jay, refer-
ring to Countess Huntington's plans to evangelize the In-
dians, January 25, 1785

"Towards the latter part of the year 1783 I was honored 
with a letter from the Countess of Huntington, briefly 
reciting her benevolent intention of spreading Christianity 
among the Tribes of Indians inhabiting our Western Terri-
tory; and Expressing a desire of my advice and assis-
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tance to carry this charitable design into execution... Her 
Ladyship has spoken so feelingly and sensibly, on the re-
ligious and benevolent purposes of the plan, that no lan-
guage of which I am possessed, can add aught to en-
force her observations..." - Letter to Richard Henry Lee, 
February 8, 1785

"My Lady... With respect to your humane and benevolent 
intentions towards the Indians, and the plan which your 
Ladyship has adopted to carry them into effect, they meet
my highest approbation; and I should be very happy to 
find every possible encouragement given to them... I 
have written fully to the President of Congress, with 
whom I have a particular intimacy, and transmitted copies
of your Ladyships plan, addresses and letter to the sev-
eral States therein mentioned, with my approving senti-
ments thereon..." - Letter to Countess Huntington, a 
prominent English evangelical leader, February 27, 1785

"It is a maxim with me Sir, to take no liberties with exalted
characters to whom I am not personally known, or with 
whom I have had no occasion to correspond by letter." - 
Letter to Jacob Gerhard Diriks, March 15, 1785

"The scheme, my dear Marqs. which you propose as a 
precedent, to encourage the emancipation of the black 
people of this Country from that state of Bondage in wch. 
they are held, is a striking evidence of the benevolence of
your Heart. I shall be happy to join you in so laudable a 
work." - Letter to the Marquis de Lafayette, April 5, 1785

"I have always considered marriage as the most interest-
ing event of one's life, the foundation of happiness or 
misery." - Letter to Burwell Bassett, May 23, 1785

"Altho, no man's sentiments are more opposed to any 
kind of restraint upon religious principles than mine are; 
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yet I must confess, that I am not amongst the number of 
those who are so much alarmed at the thoughts of mak-
ing people pay towards the support of that which they 
profess, if of the denomination of Christians; or declare 
themselves Jews, Mahomitans or otherwise, and thereby 
obtain proper relief. As the matter now stands, I wish an 
assessment had never been agitated, and as it has gone 
so far, that the Bill could die an easy death; because I 
think it will be productive of more quiet to the State, than 
by enacting it into a Law; which, in my opinion, would be 
impolitic, admitting there is a decided majority for it, to the
disquiet of a respectable minority. In the first case the 
matter will soon subside; in the latter, it will rankle and 
perhaps convulse, the State." - Letter to George Mason, 
October 3, 1785

"Jealousy, and local policy mix too much in all our public 
councils for the good government of the Union. In a 
words, the confederation appears to me to be little more 
than a shadow without the substance..." - Letter to James
Warren, October 7, 1785

"We are either a United people, or we are not. If the for-
mer, let us, in all maters of general concern act as a na-
tion, which have national objects to promote, and a na-
tional character to support. If we are not, let us no longer 
act a farce by pretending to it." - Letter to James Madi-
son, November 30, 1785

"It is an old adage, that honesty is the best policy. This 
applies to public as well as private life, to States as well 
as individuals." - Letter to James Madison, November 30,
1785

"There is not a man living who wishes more sincerely 
than I do, to see a plan adopted for the abolition of it." - 
Letter to Robert Morris, April 12, 1786
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"I can only say that there is not a man living who wishes 
more sincerely than I do to see a plan adopted for the 
abolition of it (slavery); but there is only one proper and 
effectual mode by which it can be accomplished, and that
is by Legislative authority; and this, as far as my suffrage 
(vote and support) will go, shall never be wanting." - Let-
ter to Robert Morris, April 12, 1786

"Your late purchase of an estate in the colony of 
Cayenne, with a view of emancipating the slaves on it, is 
a generous and noble proof of your humanity. Would to 
God a like spirit would diffuse itself generally into the 
minds of the people of this country, but I despair of see-
ing it. Some petitions were presented to the Assembly at 
its last session for the abolition of slavery, but they could 
scarcely obtain a reading." - Letter to the Marquis de 
Lafayette, May 10, 1786

"Your reception at the Courts of Berlin, Vienna, and else-
where must have been pleasing to you: to have been re-
ceived by the King of Prussia, and Prince Henry his 
brother, (who as soldiers and politicians can yield the 
palm to none) with such marks of attention and distinc-
tion, was as indicative of their discernment, as it is of 
your merit, and will encrease my opinion of them. It is to 
be lamented however that great characters are seldom 
without a blot. That one man should tyranise over mil-
lions, will always be a shade in that of the former; whilst it
is pleasing to hear that a due regard to the rights of 
mankind, is characteristic of the latter: I shall revere and 
love him for this trait of his character. To have viewed the
several fields of Battle over which you passed, could not, 
among other sensations, have failed to excite this 
thought, here have fallen thousands of gallant spirits to 
satisfy the ambition of, or to support their sovereigns per-
haps in acts of oppression or injustice! melancholy reflec-
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tion! For what wise purposes does Providence permit 
this? Is it as a scourge for mankind, or is it to prevent 
them from becoming too populous? If the latter, would 
not the fertile plains of the Western world receive the re-
dundancy of the old." - Letter to the Marquis de Lafayette,
May 10, 1786

"The benevolence of your heart my Dr. Marqs. is so con-
spicuous upon all occasions, that I never wonder at any 
fresh proofs of it; but your late purchase of an estate in 
the colony of Cayenne, with a view of emancipating the 
slaves on it, is a generous and noble proof of your hu-
manity. Would to God a like spirit would diffuse itself gen-
erally into the minds of the people of this country; but I 
despair of seeing it. Some petitions were presented to 
the Assembly, at its last Session, for the abolition of slav-
ery, but they could scarcely obtain a reading. To set them
afloat at once would, I really believe, be productive of 
much inconvenience and mischief; but by degrees it cer-
tainly might, and assuredly ought to be effected; and that 
too by Legislative authority." - Letter to the Marquis de 
Lafayette, May 10, 1786

"I coincide perfectly in sentiment with you, my Dr. Sir, that
there are errors in our national Government which call for
correction, loudly I would add; but I shall find myself hap-
pily mistaken if the remedies are at hand. We are cer-
tainly in a delicate situation, but my fear is that the people
are not yet sufficiently misled to retract from error. To be 
plainer, I think there is more wickedness than ignorance 
mixed in our Councils. Under this impression, I scarcely 
know what opinion to entertain of a general convention. 
That it is necessary to revise and amend the articles of 
confederation, I entertain no doubt; but what may be the 
consequences of such an attempt is doubtful. Yet some-
thing must be done, or the fabrick must fall, for it certainly
is tottering. Ignorance and design are difficult to combat. 
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Out of these proceed illiberal sentiments, improper jeal-
ousies, and a train of evils which oftentimes, in republi-
can governments, must be sorely felt before they can be 
removed. The former, that is ignorance, being a fit soil for
the latter to work in, tools are employed by them which a 
generous mind would disdain to use; and which nothing 
but time, and their own puerile or wicked productions can
show the inefficacy and dangerous tendency of. I think 
often of our situation and view it with concern. From the 
high ground we stood upon, from the plain path which in-
vited our footsteps, to be so fallen! so lost! it is really mor-
tifying; but virtue, I fear has, in a great degree, taken its 
departure from us; and the want of disposition to do jus-
tice is the source of the national embarrassments; for 
whatever guise or colorings are given to them, this I ap-
prehend is the origin of the evils we now feel, and proba-
bly shall labour under for some time yet." - Letter to John 
Jay, May 18, 1786

"Ignorance and design are difficult to combat. Out of 
these proceed illiberal sentiments, improper jealousies, 
and a train of evils which oftentimes in republican govern-
ments must be sorely felt before they can be renewed." - 
Letter to John Jay, May 18, 1786

"Democratical States must always feel before they can 
see: it is this that makes their Governments slow, but the 
people will be right at last." - Letter to the Marquis de 
Lafayette, July 25, 1785

"Let the poor the needy and oppressed of the Earth, and 
those who want Land, resort to the fertile plains of our 
western country, the second land of Promise, and there 
dwell in peace, fulfilling the first and great command-
ment." - Letter to David Humphreys, July 25, 1785
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"My first wish is to see this plaque to mankind banished 
from off the earth, and the sons and daughters of this 
world employed in more pleasing and innocent amuse-
ments, than in preparing implements and exercising them
for the destruction of mankind." - Letter to David 
Humphreys, July 25, 1785

"Rather than quarrel about territory, let the poor, the 
needy, and oppressed of the earth, and those who want 
land, resort to the fertile plains of our western country, 
the second land of promise, and there dwell in peace, ful-
filling the first and great commandment." - Letter to David
Humphreys, July 25, 1785

"In my opinion, every effort of genius, and all attempts to-
wards improving useful knowledge ought to meet with en-
couragement in this country." - Letter to Nicholas Pike, 
June 20, 1786

"The foundation of a great Empire is laid, and I please 
myself with a persuasion, that Providence will not leave 
its work imperfect." - Letter to Chevalier de la Luzerne, 
August 1, 1786

"Experience has taught us that men will not adopt and 
carry into execution measures the best calculated for 
their own good without the intervention of a coercive 
power." - Letter to John Jay, August 1, 1786

"Perfection falls not to the share of mortals." - Letter to 
John Jay, August 1, 1786

"From thinking proceeds speaking; thence to acting is of-
ten but a single step. But how irrevocable and tremen-
dous!" - Letter to John Jay, August 1, 1786

337

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1502516136


Order Paperback on Amazon

"More permanent and genuine happiness is to be found 
in the sequestered walks of connubial life than in the 
giddy rounds of promiscuous pleasure." - Letter to the 
Marquis de Lafayette, August 10, 1786

"In my estimation, more permanent and genuine happi-
ness is to be found in the sequestered walks of connubial
(married) life than in the giddy rounds of promiscuous 
pleasure or the more tumultuous and imposing scenes of 
successful ambition." - Letter to Charles Armand-Tuffin, 
August 10, 1786

"We must take human nature as we find it, perfection falls
not to the share of mortals." - Letter to John Jay, August 
15, 1786

"If you tell the Legislatures they have violated the treaty 
of peace and invaded the prerogatives of the confeder-
acy they will laugh in your face. What then is to be done?
Things cannot go on in the same train forever. It is much 
to be feared, as you observe, that the better kind of peo-
ple being disgusted with the circumstances will have their
minds prepared for any revolution whatever. We are apt 
to run from one extreme into another. To anticipate & 
prevent disastrous contingencies would be the part of 
wisdom & patriotism. What astonishing changes a few 
years are capable of producing! I am told that even re-
spectable characters speak of a monarchical form of gov-
ernment without horror. From thinking proceeds speak-
ing, thence to acting is often but a single step. But how ir-
revocable & tremendous! What a triumph for the advo-
cates of despotism to find that we are incapable of gov-
erning ourselves, and that systems founded on the basis 
of equal liberty are m rely ideal & fallacious! Would to 
God that wise measures may be taken in time to avert 
the consequences we have but too much reason to ap-
prehend. Retired as I am from the world, I frankly ac-
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knowledge I cannot feel myself an unconcerned specta-
tor. Yet having happily assisted in bringing the ship into 
port & having been fairly discharged; it is not my busi-
ness to embark again on a sea of troubles. Nor could it 
be expected that my sentiments and opinions would have
much weight on the minds of my Countrymen - they have
been neglected, tho' given as a last legacy in the most 
solemn manner. I had then perhaps some claims to pub-
lic attention. I consider myself as having none at 
present." - Letter to John Jay, August 15, 1786

"I commend you, however, for passing the time in as 
merry a manner as you possibly could; it is assuredly bet-
ter to go laughing than crying thro' the rough journey of 
life." - Letter to Theodorick Bland, August 15, 1786

"I consider it an indubitable mark of mean-spiritedness 
and pitiful vanity to court applause from the pen or 
tongue of man." - Letter to the Marquis de Chastellux, 
August 18, 1786

"I never mean... to possess another slave by purchase; it 
being among my first wishes to see some plan adopted 
by which slavery in this country may be abolished by 
slow, sure, and imperceptible degrees." - Letter to John 
Francis Mercer, September 9, 1786

"It being among my first wishes to see some plan 
adopted, by which slavery in this country may be abol-
ished by law." - Letter to John Mercer, September 9, 
1786

"If they have real grievances redress them, if possible; or 
acknowledge the justice of them, and your inability to do 
it at the moment. If they have not, employ the force of 
government against them at once." - Letter to Henry Lee, 
October 31, 1786
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"Let the reins of government then be braced and held 
with a steady hand, and every violation of the constitution
be reprehended. If defective, let it be amended, but not 
suffered to be trampled upon whilst it has an existence." -
Letter to Henry Lee, October 31, 1786

"No morn ever dawned more favorable than ours did; and
no day was every more clouded than the present! Wis-
dom, and good examples are necessary at this time to 
rescue the political machine from the impending storm." - 
Letter to James Madison, November 5, 1786

"It is not the lowest priced goods that are always the 
cheapest - the quality is, or ought to be as much an ob-
ject with the purchaser, as the price." - Letter to P. 
Marsteller, December 15, 1786

"That the Federal Government is nearly, if not quite at a 
stand, none will deny. The first question then is, shall it 
be annihilated or supported? If the latter, the proposed 
convention is an object of the first magnitude, and should
be supported by all the friends of the present Constitu-
tion. In the other case, if on a full and dispassionate revi-
sion thereof, the continuance shall be adjudged impracti-
cable or unwise, as only delaying an event which must 
'ere long take place; would it not be better for such a 
Meeting to suggest some other, to avoid if possible civil 
discord or other impending evils? I must candidly con-
fess, as we could not remain quiet more than three or 
four years in time of peace, under the Constitutions of our
own choosing; which it was believed, in many States at 
least, were formed with deliberation and wisdom, I see lit-
tle prospect either of our agreeing upon any other, or that
we should remain long satisfied under it if we could. Yet I 
would wish any thing, and every thing essayed to prevent
the effusion of blood, and to avert the humiliating and 
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contemptible figure we are about to make in the annals of
mankind." - Letter to David Humphreys, December 26, 
1786

"It is one of the evils, perhaps not the smallest, of demo-
cratical governments that the People must feel before 
they will see or act." - Letter to David Humphreys, March 
8, 1787

"It is too probable that no plan we propose will be 
adopted. Perhaps another dreadful conflict is to be sus-
tained. If, to please the people, we offer what we our-
selves disprove, how can we afterwards defend our 
work? Let us raise a standard to which the wise and the 
honest can repair. The event is in the hand of God." - To 
the Assembled Constitutional Convention, March 25, 
1787

"Laws or ordinances unobserved, or partially attended to,
had better never have been made; because the first is a 
mere nihil (useless), and the second is productive of 
much jealousy and discontent." - Letter to James Madi-
son, March 31, 1787

"If to please the people, we offer what we ourselves dis-
approve, how can we afterwards defend our work? Let us
raise a standard to which the wise and the honest can re-
pair. The event is in the hand of God." - Comments at the
First Continental Congress, May 14, 1787

"Happiness depends more upon the internal frame of a 
person's own mind, than on the externals in the world." - 
Letter to Mary Ball Washington, May 15, 1787

"No doubt there will be a diversity of sentiments on this 
important subject; and to inform the judgment, it is neces-
sary to hear all arguments that can be advanced. To 
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please all is impossible, and to attempt it would be vain. 
The only way, therefore, is, under all the views in which it
can be placed, and with a due consideration to circum-
stances, habits, &c., &c., to form such a government as 
will bear the scrutinizing eye of criticism, and trust it to 
the good sense and patriotism of the people to carry it 
into effect. Demagogues, men who are unwilling to lose 
any of their State consequence, and interested charac-
ters in each, will oppose any general government. But let 
these be regarded rightly, and justice, it is to be hoped, 
will at length prevail." - Letter to David Stuart, July 1, 
1787

"It is to be regretted, I confess, that democratical states 
must always feel before they can see, it is this that 
makes their gov. slow, but the people will be right at last."
- Letter to the Marquis de Lafayette, July 25, 1787

"I wish to see the sons and daughters of the world in 
Peace and busily employed in the more agreeable 
amusement of fulfilling the first and great commandment, 
Increase and Multiply : as an encouragement to which we
have opened the fertile plains of the Ohio to the poor, the
needy and the oppressed of the Earth; any one therefore 
who is heavy laden, or who wants land to cultivate, may 
repair thither and abound, as in the Land of promise, with
milk and honey: the ways are preparing, and the roads 
will be made easy, thro' the channels of Potomac and 
James river." - Letter to the Marquis de Lafayette, July 
25, 1787

"The prospect, that a good general government will in all 
human probability be soon established in America, af-
fords me more substantial satisfaction; than I have ever 
before derived from any political event. Because there is 
a rational ground for believing that not only the happiness
of my own countrymen, but that of mankind in general, 
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will be promoted by it." - Letter to the Marquis de 
Lafayette, July 25, 1787

"I am not less ardent in my wish that you may succeed in 
your plan of toleration in religious matters. Being no bigot
myself to any mode of worship, I am disposed to indulge 
the professors of Christianity in the church, that road to 
Heaven, which to them shall seem the most direct 
plainest easiest and least liable to exception." - Letter to 
the Marquis de Lafayette, August 15, 1787

"I wish the constitution, which is offered, had been made 
more perfect; but I sincerely believe it is the best that 
could be obtained at this time. And, as a constitutional 
door is opened for amendment hereafter, the adoption of 
it, under the present circumstances of the Union, is in my 
opinion desirable." - Letter to Patrick Henry, September 
24, 1787

"Speak seldom, but to important subjects, except such as
particularly relate to your constituents, and, in the former 
case, make yourself perfectly master of the subject." - On
public speaking, November 10, 1787

"The warmest friends and the best supports the constitu-
tion has, do not contend that it is free from imperfections; 
but they found them unavoidable, and are sensible, if evil
is likely to arise therefrom, the remedy must come here-
after; for in the present moment it is not to be obtained; 
and, as there is a constitutional door open for it, I think 
the people (for it is with them to judge), can, as they will 
have the advantage of experience on their side, decide 
with as much propriety on the alterations and amend-
ments which are necessary, as ourselves. I do not think 
we are more inspired, have more wisdom, or possess 
more virtue, than those who will come after us." - Letter 
to Bushrod Washington, November 10, 1787
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"The power under the constitution will always be in the 
people. It is intrusted for certain defined purposes, and 
for a certain limited period, to representatives of their own
choosing; and, whenever it is executed contrary to their 
interest, or not agreeable to their wishes, their servants 
can and undoubtedly will be recalled." - Letter to Bushrod
Washington, November 10, 1787

"If we cannot learn wisdom from experience, it is hard to 
say where it is to be found." - Letter to Bushrod Washing-
ton, November 10, 1787

"Should the States reject this excellent Constitution, the 
probability is, an opportunity will never again offer to can-
cel another in peace,the next will be drawn in blood." - In 
the Pennsylvania Journal and Weekly Advertiser, No-
vember 14, 1787

"I have the pleasure, however, to inform you, that there is
the greatest prospect of its being adopted by the people. 
It has its opponents, as any system formed by the wis-
dom of man would undoubtedly have; but they bear but a
small proportion to its friends, and differ among them-
selves in their objections." - Letter to William Gordon, 
January 1, 1788

"To know the affinity of tongues seems to be one step to-
wards promoting the affinity of nations. Would to god, the
harmony of nations was an object that lay nearest to the 
hearts of Sovereigns; and that the incentives to peace (of
which commerce and facility of understanding each other
are not the most inconsiderable) might be daily en-
creased! Should the present or any other efforts of mine 
to procure information respecting the different dialects of 
the Aborigines in America, serve to reflect a ray of light 
on the obscure subject of language in general, I shall be 

344

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1502516136


Order Paperback on Amazon

highly gratified. For I love to indulge the contemplation of 
human nature in a progressive state of improvement and 
melioration; and if the idea would not be considered vi-
sionary and chimerical, I could fondly hope, that the 
present plan of the great Potentate of the North might, in 
some measure, lay the foundation for that assimilation of 
language, which, producing assimilation of manners and 
interests, which, should one day remove many of the 
causes of hostility from amongst mankind." - Letter to the 
Marquis de Lafayette, January 10, 1788

"It appears to me, then, little short of a miracle, that the 
Delegates from so many different States... should unite in
forming a system of national Government, so little liable 
to well founded objections." - Letter to the Marquis de 
Lafayette, February 7, 1788

"The government... can never be in danger of degenerat-
ing into a monarchy, and oligarchy, an aristocracy, or any
other despotic or oppressive form so long as there shall 
remain any virtue in the body of the people." - Letter to 
the Marquis de Lafayette, February 7, 1788

"It will at least be a recommendation to the proposed con-
stitution that it is provided with more checks and barriers 
against the introduction of tyranny, and those of a nature 
less liable to be surmounted, than any government hith-
erto instituted among mortals hath possessed." - Letter to
the Marquis de Lafayette, February 7, 1788

"We are not to expect perfection in this world; but 
mankind, in modern times, have apparently made some 
progress in the science of government." - Letter to the 
Marquis de Lafayette, February 7, 1788

"I would not be understood my dear Marquis to speak of 
consequences which may be produced, in the revolution 
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of ages, by corruption of morals, profligacy of manners, 
and listlessness for the preservation of the natural and 
unalienable rights of mankind; nor of the successful 
usurpations that may be established at such an unpropi-
tious juncture, upon the ruins of liberty, however provi-
dently guarded and secured, as these are contingencies 
against which no human prudence can effectually pro-
vide. It will at least be a recommendation to the proposed
Constitution that it is provided with more checks and bar-
riers against the introduction of Tyranny, and those of a 
nature less liable to be surmounted, than any Govern-
ment hitherto instituted among mortals, hath possessed. 
We are not to expect perfection in this world; but 
mankind, in modern times, have apparently made some 
progress in the science of government. Should that which
is now offered to the People of America, be found n ex-
periment less perfect than it can be made, a Constitu-
tional door is left open for its amelioration." - Letter to the 
Marquis de Lafayette, February 7, 1788

"Liberty, when it begins to take root, is a plant of rapid 
growth." - Letter to James Madison, March 2, 1788

"The consciousness of having discharged that duty which
we owe to our country is superior to all other considera-
tions." - Letter to James Madison, March 2, 1788

"So far as I am capable of judging, the principles upon 
which the society is founded and the rules laid down for 
its government, appear to be well calculated to promote 
so laudable and arduous an undertaking, and you will 
permit me to add that if an event so long and so earnestly
desired as that of converting the Indians to Christianity 
and consequently to civilization, can be effected, the So-
ciety of Bethlehem bids fair to bear a very considerable 
part in it." - Letter to Rev. John Ettwein of the Society for 
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the Propagation of the Gospel to the Heathen, May 2, 
1788

"I had always hoped that this land might become a safe 
and agreeable asylum to the virtuous and persecuted 
part of mankind, to whatever nation they might belong." - 
Letter to Francis Van der Kamp, May 28, 1788

"Next Monday the Convention in Virginia will assemble; 
we have still good hopes of its adoption here: though by 
no great plurality of votes. South Carolina has probably 
decided favourably before this time. The plot thickens 
fast. A few short weeks will determine the political fate of 
America for the present generation, and probably pro-
duce no small influence on the happiness of society 
through a long succession of ages to come." - Letter to 
the Marquis de Lafayette, May 28, 1788

"Men of real talents in Arms have commonly approved 
themselves patrons of the liberal arts and friends to the 
poets, of their own as well as former times. In some in-
stances by acting reciprocally, heroes have made poets, 
and poets heroes." - Letter to the Marquis de Lafayette, 
May 28, 1788

"Mr. Barlow is considered by those who are good Judges 
to be a genius of the first magnitude; and to be one of 
those Bards who hold the keys of the gate by which Patri-
ots, Sages and Heroes are admitted to immortality. Such 
are your Antient Bards who are both the priest and door-
keepers to the temple of fame. And these, my dear Mar-
quis, are no vulgar functions. Men of real talents in Arms 
have commonly approved themselves patrons of the lib-
eral arts and friends to the poets of their own as well as 
former times. In some instances by acting reciprocally, 
heroes have made poets, and poets heroes. Alexander 
the Great is said to have been enraptured with the Po-
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ems of Homer and to have lamented that he had not a ri-
val muse to celebrate his actions. Julius Caesar is well 
known to have been a man of a highly cultivated under-
standing and taste. Augustus was the professed and 
magnificent rewarder of poetical merit, nor did he lose the
return of having his achievements immortalized in song. 
The Augustan age is proverbial for intellectual refinement
and elegance in composition; in it the harvest of laurels 
and bays was wonderfully mingled together. The age of 
your Louis the fourteenth, which produced a multitude of 
great Poets and great Captains, will never be forgotten; 
nor will that of Queen Ann in England, for the same 
cause, ever cease to reflect a lustre upon the kingdom. 
Although we are yet in our cradle, as a nation, I think the 
efforts of the human mind with us are sufficient to refute, 
by incontestable facts, the doctrines of those who have 
asserted that every thing degenerates in America." - Let-
ter to the Marquis de Lafayette, May 28, 1788

"It is a wonder to me, there should be found a single 
monarch, who does not realize that his own glory and fe-
licity must depend on the prosperity and happiness of his 
People. How easy is it for a sovereign to do that which 
shall not only immortalize his name, but attract the bless-
ings of millions." - Letter to the Marquis de Lafayette, 
June 18, 1788

"There seems to be a great deal of bloody work cut out 
for this summer in the North of Europe. If war, want and 
plague are to desolate those huge armies that are as-
sembled, who that has the feelings of a man can refrain 
from shedding a tear over the miserable victims of Regal 
Ambition? It is really a strange thing that there should not
be room enough in the world for men to live, without cut-
ting one anothers throats." - Letter to the Marquis de 
Lafayette, June 18, 1788
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"I hope, some day or another, we shall become a store-
house and granary for the world." - Letter to the Marquis 
de Lafayette, June 19, 1788

"If I was a young man, just preparing to begin the world, 
or if advanced in life, and had a family to make a provi-
sion for, I know of no country where I should rather fix my
habitation than in some part of that region (the West)." - 
Letter to Richard Henderson, June 19, 1788

"How pitiful, in the eye of reason and religion, is that false
ambition which desolates the world with fire and sword 
for the purposes of conquest and fame; when compared 
to the milder virtues of making our neighbours and our 
fellow men as happy as their frail conditions and perish-
able natures will permit them to be." - Letter to Rev. John 
Lathrop, June 22, 1788

"No country upon earth ever had it more in its power to 
attain these blessings than United America. Wondrously 
strange, then, and much to be regretted indeed would it 
be, were we to neglect the means and to depart from the 
road which Providence has pointed us to so plainly; I 
cannot believe it will ever come to pass." - Letter to Ben-
jamin Lincoln, June 29, 1788

"We may, with a kind of grateful and pious exultation, 
trace the finger of Providence through those dark and 
mysterious events, which first induced the States to ap-
point a general Convention and then led them one after 
another into an adoption of the system recommended by 
that general Convention; thereby in all human probability,
laying a lasting foundation for tranquility and happiness." 
- Letter to Jonathan Trumbull, July 20, 1788

"The great Searcher of human hearts is my witness, that I
have no wish, which aspires beyond the humble and 
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happy lot of living and dying a private citizen on my own 
farm." - Letter to Charles Pettit, August 16, 1788

"Every real patriot must have lamented that private feuds 
and local politics should have unhappily insinuated them-
selves into, and in some measure obstructed the discus-
sion of a great national question. A just opinion, that the 
People when rightly informed will decide in a proper man-
ner, ought certainly to have prevented all intemperate or 
precipitate proceedings on a subject of so much magni-
tude; nor should a regard to common decency have suf-
fered the zealots in the minority to stigmatize the authors 
of the Constitution as Conspirators and Traitors." - Letter 
to Charles Pettit, August 16, 1788

"For myself, I expected not to be exempted from obloquy 
any more than others. It is the lot of humanity. But if the 
shafts of malice had been aimed at me in ever so pointed
a manner on this occasion, shielded as I was by a con-
sciousness of having acted in conformity to what I be-
lieved my duty, they would have fallen blunted from their 
mark." - Letter to Charles Pettit, August 22, 1788

"I hope I shall always possess firmness and virtue 
enough to maintain, what I consider the most enviable of 
all titles, the character of an honest man." - Letter to 
Alexander Hamilton, August 28, 1788

"But I trust in that Providence, which has saved us in six 
troubles yea in seven, to rescue us again from any immi-
nent, though unseen, dangers. Nothing. However, on our 
part ought to be left undone." - Letter to Benjamin Lin-
coln, August 28, 1788

"The felicitations you offer on the present prospect of our 
public affairs are highly acceptable to me, and I entreat 
you to receive a reciprocation from my part. I can never 
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trace the concatenation of causes, which led to these 
events, without acknowledging the mystery and admiring 
the goodness of Providence. To that superintending 
Power alone is our retraction from the brink of ruin to be 
attributed." - Letter to Annis Boudinot Stockton, August 
31, 1788

"A good general government, without good morals and 
good habits, will not make us a happy People; and we 
shall deceive ourselves if we think it will." - Letter to Annis
Boudinot Stockton, August 31, 1788

"While doing what my conscience informed me was right,
as it respected my God, my Country and myself, I could 
despise all the party clamor and censureâ€¦" - Letter to 
Richard Henry Lee, September 22, 1788

"Though I prize, as I ought, the good opinion of my fellow 
citizens; yet, if I know myself, I would not seek Or retain 
popularity at the expense of one social duty or moral 
virtue." - Letter to Henry Lee, September 22, 1788

"How far I may ever be connected with its political affairs 
is altogether a matter of uncertainty to me. My heartfelt 
wishes, and, I would fain hope, the circumstances are op-
posed to it. I flatter myself my countrymen are so fully 
persuaded of my desire to remain in private life; that I am
not without hopes and expectations of being left quietly to
enjoy the repose, in which I am at present. Or, in all 
events, should it be their wish (as you suppose it will be) 
for me to come again on the Stage of public affairs, I cer-
tainly will decline it, if the refusal can be made consis-
tently with what I conceive to be the dictates of propriety 
and duty. For the great Searcher of human hearts knows 
there is no wish in mine, beyond that of living and dying 
an honest man, on my own farm." - Letter to William Gor-
don, December 23, 1788
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"For the great Searcher of human hearts knows there is 
no wish in mine, beyond that of living and dying an hon-
est man, on my own farm." - Letter to Rev. William Gor-
don, December 23, 1788

"For myself the delay (in assuming the office of the Presi-
dent) may be compared with a reprieve; for in confidence
I assure you, with the world it would obtain little credit 
that my movements to the chair of Government will be 
accompanied by feelings not unlike those of a culprit who
is going to the place of his execution: so unwilling am I, in
the evening of a life nearly consumed in public cares, to 
quit a peaceful abode for an Ocean of difficulties, without 
that competency of political skill, abilities and inclination 
which is necessary to manage the helm." - Letter to Gen-
eral Henry Knox, March, 1789

"Good company will always be found much less expen-
sive than bad." - Letter to George Steptoe Washington, 
March 23, 1789

"A person who is anxious to be a leader of the fashion, or
one of the first to follow it, will certainly appear in the 
eyes of judicious men to have nothing better than a fre-
quent change of dress to recommend him to notice." - 
Letter to George Steptoe Washington, March 23, 1789

"Refrain from drink which is the source of all evil--and the
ruin of half the workmen in this Country." - Letter to 
Thomas Green, March 31, 1789

"An aching head and trembling limbs, which are the in-
evitable effects of drinking, disincline the hands from 
work." - Letter to Thomas Green, March 31, 1789
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"I rejoice in a belief that intellectual light will spring up in 
the dark corners of the earth; that freedom of enquiry will 
produce liberality of conduct; that mankind will reverse 
the absurd position that the many were, made for the 
few; and that they will not continue slaves in one part of 
the globe, when they can become freemen in another." - 
Draft of First Inaugural Address, April, 1789

"No compact among men... can be pronounced everlast-
ing and inviolable, and if I may so express myself, that no
Wall of words, that no mound of parchment can be so 
formed as to stand against the sweeping torrent of 
boundless ambition on the one side, aided by the sap-
ping current of corrupted morals on the other." - Draft of 
First Inaugural Address, April, 1789

"The blessed Religion revealed in the word of God will re-
main an eternal and awful monument to prove that the 
best Institution may be abused by human depravity; and 
that they may even, in some instances be made sub-
servient to the vilest purposes. Should, hereafter, those 
incited by the lust of power and prompted by the Supine-
ness or venality of their Constituents, overleap the known
barriers of this Constitution and violate the unalienable 
rights of humanity: it will only serve to shew, that no com-
pact among men (however provident in its construction 
and sacred in its ratification) can be pronounced everlast-
ing an inviolable, and if I may so express myself, that no 
Wall of words, that no mound of parchment can be so 
formed as to stand against the sweeping torrent of 
boundless ambition on the side, aided by the sapping 
current of corrupted morals on the other." - Draft of First 
Inaugural Address, April, 1789

"The mind is so formed in different persons as to contem-
plate the same object in different points of view. Hence 
originates the difference on questions of the greatest im-
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port, both human & divine. In all Institutions of the former 
kind, great allowances are doubtless to be made for the 
fallibility & imperfection of their authors. Although the 
agency I had in forming this system, and the high opinion
I entertained of my Colleagues for their ability & integrity 
may have tended to warp my judgment in its favour; yet I 
will not pretend to say that it appears absolutely perfect 
to me, or that there may not be many faults which have 
escaped my discernment. I will only say, that, during and 
since the Session of the Convention, I have attentively 
heard and read every every oral & printed information on 
both sides of the question that could be procured. This 
long & laborious investigation, in which I endeavoured as 
far as the frailty of nature would permit to act with can-
dour has resulted in a fixed belief that this Constitution, is
really in its formation a government of the people; that is 
to say, a government in which all power is derived from, 
and at stated periods reverts to them--and that, in its op-
eration, it is purely, a government of Laws made & exe-
cuted by the fair substitutes of the people alone." - Draft 
of First Inaugural Address, April, 1789

"I was summoned by my country, whose voice I can 
never hear but with veneration and love." - First Inaugural
Address, April 30, 1789

"No people can be bound to acknowledge and adore the 
invisible hand, which conducts the Affairs of men more 
than the People of the United States. Every step, by 
which they have advanced to the character of an inde-
pendent nation, seems to have been distinguished by 
some token of providential agency." - First Inaugural Ad-
dress, April 30, 1789

"The foundations of our national policy will be laid in the 
pure and immutable principles of private morality, and the
preeminence of free government be exemplified by all the

354

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1502516136


Order Paperback on Amazon

attributes which can win the affections of its citizens, and 
command the respect of the world." - First Inaugural Ad-
dress, April 30, 1789

"The preservation of the sacred fire of liberty, and the 
destiny of the republican model of government, are justly 
considered deeply, perhaps as finally, staked on the ex-
periment entrusted to the hands of the American people."
- First Inaugural Address, April 30, 1789

"There exists in the economy and course of nature, an in-
dissoluble union between virtue and happiness; between 
duty and advantage; between the genuine maxims of an 
honest and magnanimous policy, and the solid rewards 
of public prosperity and felicity; since we ought to be no 
less persuaded that the propitious smiles of Heaven can 
never be expected on a nation that disregards the eternal
rules of order and right, which Heaven itself has or-
dained." - First Inaugural Address, April 30, 1789

"The propitious smiles of Heaven, can never be expected
on a nation that disregards the eternal rules of order and 
right, which Heaven itself has ordained." - First Inaugural 
Address, April 30, 1789

"There exists in the economy and course of nature, an in-
dissoluble union between virtue and happiness; between 
duty and advantage; between the genuine maxims of an 
honest and magnanimous policy, and the solid rewards 
of public prosperity and felicity." - First Inaugural Ad-
dress, April 30, 1789

"The preservation of the sacred fire of liberty, and the 
destiny of the republican model of government, are justly 
considered as deeply, perhaps as finally staked, on the 
experiment entrusted to the hands of the American peo-
ple." - First Inaugural Address, April 30, 1789
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"There is no truth more thoroughly established than that 
there exists in the economy and course of nature an in-
dissoluble union between virtue and happiness." - First 
Inaugural Address, April 30, 1789

"IT would be peculiarly improper to omit, in this first offi-
cial act, my fervent supplications to that Almighty Being 
who rules over the universe, who presides in the councils
of nations; and whose providential aids can supply every 
human defect, that his benediction may consecrate to the
liberties and happiness of the people of the United states,
a government instituted by themselves for these essential
purposes; and may enable every instrument employed in 
its administration to execute with success the functions 
allotted to his charge. In tendering this homage to the 
great Author of every public and private good, I assure 
myself that it expresses your sentiments not less than my
own; nor those of my fellow-citizens at large less than ei-
ther. No people can be bound to acknowledge and adore 
the invisible hand which conducts the affairs of men, 
more than the people of the United States." - First 
Speech after election as President, April 30, 1789

"I have often expressed my sentiments, that every man, 
conducting himself as a good citizen, and being account-
able to God alone for his religious opinions, ought to be 
protected in worshipping the Deity according to the dic-
tates of his own conscience." - Letter to the General 
Committee of the United Baptist Churches in Virginia, 
May, 1789

"May the same wonder-working Deity, who long since de-
livered the Hebrews from their Egyptian oppressors, 
planted them in a promised land, whose providential 
agency has lately been conspicuous in establishing these
United States as an independent nation, still continue to 
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water them with the dews of heaven and make the inhab-
itants of every denomination participate in the temporal 
and spiritual blessings of that people whose God is Jeho-
vah." - Letter to the Hebrew Congregations of the City of 
Savannah, Georgia, May, 1789

"After mentioning that I trust the people of every denomi-
nation, who demean themselves as good citizens, you 
will have occasion to be convinced that I shall always 
strive to prove a faithful and impartial Patron of genuine, 
vital religion; I must assure you in particular that I take in 
the kindest part the promise you make of presenting your
prayers at the Throne of Grace for me, and that I likewise
implore the divine benedictions on yourselves and your 
religious community." - Letter to Methodist Bishops, May, 
1789

"While I reiterate the professions of my dependence upon
Heaven as the source of all public and private blessings; 
I will observe that the general prevalence of piety, philan-
thropy, honesty, industry, and economy seems, in the or-
dinary course of human affairs, particularly necessary for 
advancing and conforming the happiness of our country. 
While all men within our territories are protected in wor-
shipping the Deity according to the dictates of their con-
sciences; it is rationally to be expected from them in re-
turn, that they will be emulous of evincing the sanctity of 
their professions by the innocence of their lives and the 
beneficence of their actions; for no man, who is profligate
in his morals, or a bad member of the civil community, 
can possibly be a true Christian, or a credit to his own re-
ligious society." -Letter to the Presbyterian General As-
sembly, May, 1789

"My dear Sir: I cannot fail of being much pleased with the 
friendly part you take in every thing which concerns me; 
and particularly with the just scale on which you estimate 
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this last great sacrifice which I consider myself as having 
made for the good of my Country. When I had judged, 
upon the best appreciation I was able to form of the cir-
cumstances which related to myself, that it was my duty 
to embark again on the tempestuous and uncertain 
Ocean of public life, I gave up all expectations of private 
happiness in this world. You know, my dear Sir, I had 
concentered all my schemes, all my views, all my wishes,
within the narrow circle of domestic enjoyment. Though I 
flatter myself the world will do me the justice to believe, 
that, at my time of life and in my circumstances, nothing 
but a conviction of duty could have induced me to depart 
from my resolution of remaining in retirement; yet I 
greatly apprehend that my Countrymen will expect too 
much from me. I fear, if the issue of public measures 
should not correspond with their sanguine expectations, 
they will turn the extravagant (and I may say undue) 
praises which they are heaping upon me at this moment, 
into equally extravagant (though I will fondly hope unmer-
ited) censures. So much is expected, so many untoward 
circumstances may intervene, in such a new and critical 
situation, that I feel an insuperable diffidence in my own 
abilities. I feel, in the execution of the duties of my ardu-
ous Office, how much I shall stand in need of the counte-
nance and aid of every friend to myself, of every friend to 
the Revolution, and of every lover of good Government." 
- Letter to Edward Rutledge, May 5, 1789

"It is only from the assurances of support which, I have 
received from the respectable and worthy characters in 
every part of the Union, that I am enabled to overcome 
the diffidence which I have in my own abilities to execute 
my great and important trust to the best interest of your 
country. An honest zeal, and an unremitting attention to 
the interest of United America is all that I dare promise." -
Letter to Philip Schuyler, May 9, 1789
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"The good dispositions which seem at present to pervade
every class of people afford reason for your observation 
that the clouds which have long darkened our political 
hemisphere are now dispersing, and that America will 
soon feel the effects of her natural advantages. That in-
visible hand which has so often interposed to save our 
Country from impending destruction, seems in no in-
stance to have been more remarkably excited than in that
of disposing the people of this extensive Continent to 
adopt, in a peaceable manner, a Constitution, which if 
well administered, bids fair to make America a happy na-
tion." - Letter to Philip Schuyler, May 9, 1789

"If I could have entertained the slightest apprehension 
that the Constitution framed by the convention where I 
had the honor to preside might possibly endanger the re-
ligious rights of any ecclesiastical society certainly I 
would never have placed my signature to it: and if I could 
now conceive that the general government might ever be 
so administered as to render the liberty of conscience in-
secure, I beg you will be persuaded that no one would be
more zealous than myself to establish effectual barriers 
against the horrors of spiritual tyranny and every species 
of religious persecution." - Address to the General Com-
mittee of the United Baptist Churches of Virginia, May 10,
1789

"It shall still be my endeavor to manifest, by overt acts, 
the purity of my inclination for promoting the happiness of
mankind, as well as the sincerity of my desires to contrib-
ute whatever may be in my power towards the preserva-
tion of the civil and religious liberties of the American 
People." - Letter to the Methodist Episcopal Church, May 
29, 1789

"I am happy in concurring with you in the sentiments of 
gratitude and piety towards Almighty-God, which are ex-
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pressed with such fervency of devotion in your address; 
Congregations in the United States a conduct correspon-
dent to such worthy and pious expressions." - Letter to 
the German Reformed Congregations, June, 1789

"I know the delicate nature of the duties incident to the 
part which I am called to perform, and I feel my incompe-
tence, without the singular assistance of Providence, to 
discharge them in a satisfactory manner. But having un-
dertaken the task from a sense of duty, no fear of en-
countering difficulties, and no dread of losing popularity, 
shall ever deter me from pursuing what I conceive to be 
the true interests of my country." - Letter to the Citizens 
of Baltimore, June, 1789

"In proportion as the general Government of the United 
States shall acquire strength by duration, it is probable 
they may have it in their power to extend a salutary influ-
ence to the Aborigines in the extremities of their Territory.
In the meantime, it will be a desirable thing for the protec-
tion of the Union to Cooperate, as far as the circum-
stances may conveniently admit, with the disinterested 
endeavors of your Society to civilize and Christianize the 
Savages of the Wilderness." - Letter to the Directors of 
the Society of the United Brethren for Propagating the 
Gospel among the Heathen, July, 1789

"In executing the duties of my present important station, I 
can promise nothing but purity of intentions, and, in carry-
ing these into effect, fidelity and diligence." - Message to 
U. S. Congress, July 9, 1789

"It would ill become me to conceal the joy I have felt in 
perceiving the fraternal affection, which appears to in-
crease every day among the friends of genuine religion. It
affords edifying prospects indeed, to see Christians of dif-
ferent denominations, dwell together in more charity and 
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conduct themselves in respect to each other, with a more
Christian-like spirit than ever they have done in any for-
mer age, or in any other Nation." - Letter to General Con-
vention of Bishops of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
August 18, 1789

"It should be the highest ambition of every American to 
extend his views beyond himself, and to bear in mind that
his conduct will not only affect himself, his country, and 
his immediate posterity; but that its influence may be co-
extensive with the world, and stamp political happiness or
misery on ages yet unborn." - Letter to the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania, September 5, 1789

"The liberty enjoyed by the People of these states of wor-
shiping Almighty God agreeably to their conscience, is 
not only among the choicest of their blessings, but also of
their rights. While men perform their social duties faith-
fully, they do all that society or the state can with propri-
ety demand or expect; and remain responsible only to 
their Maker for the religion, or modes of faith which they 
may prefer or profess." - Address to the Quakers, Octo-
ber, 1789

"WHEREAS it is the duty of all nations to acknowledge 
the providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be 
grateful for His benefits, and humbly to implore His pro-
tection and favour; and Whereas both Houses of Con-
gress have, by their joint committee, requested me "to 
recommend to the people of the United States a DAY OF
PUBLICK THANSGIVING and PRAYER, to be observed 
by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many and sig-
nal favors of Almighty God, especially by affording them 
an opportunity peaceably to establish a form of govern-
ment for their safety and happiness: NOW THEREFORE,
I do recommend and assign THURSDAY, the TWENTY-
SIXTH DAY of NOVEMBER next, to be devoted by the 
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people of these States to the service of that great and 
glorious Being who is the beneficent author of all the 
good that was, that is, or that will be; that we may then all
unite in rendering unto Him our sincere and humble 
thanks for His kind care and protection of the people of 
his country previous to their becoming a nation; for the 
signal and manifold mercies and the favorable interposi-
tions of His providence in the course and conclusion of 
the late war; for the great degree of tranquility, union, and
plenty which we have since enjoyed; -- for the peaceable 
and rational manner in which we have been enable to es-
tablish Constitutions of government for our safety and 
happiness, and particularly the national one now lately in-
stituted; -- for the civil and religious liberty with which we 
are blessed, and the means we have of acquiring and dif-
fusing useful knowledge; -- and, in general, for all the 
great and various favours which He has been pleased to 
confer upon us. And also, that we may then unite in most 
humbly offering our prayers and supplications to the 
great Lord and Ruler of Nations and beseech Him to par-
don our national and other transgressions; -- to enable us
all, whether in publick or private stations, to perform our 
several and relative duties properly and punctually; to 
render our National Government a blessing to all the peo-
ple by constantly being a Government of wife, just, and 
constitutional laws, discreetly and faithfully executed and 
obeyed; to protect and guide all sovereigns and nations 
(especially such as have shews kindness unto us); and to
bless them with good governments, peace, and concord; 
to promote the knowledge and practice of true religion 
and virtue, and the increase of science among them and 
us; and, generally to grant unto all mankind such a de-
gree of temporal prosperity as he alone knows to be best.
GIVEN under my hand, at the city of New-York, the third 
day of October, in the year of our Lord, one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-nine." - First Thanksgiving 
Proclamation, October 3, 1789
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"While just government protects all in their religious 
rights, true religion affords to government its surest sup-
port." - Address to the Synod of the Dutch Reformed 
Church in North America, October 9, 1789

"I am persuaded, you will permit me to observe that the 
path of true piety is so plain as to require but little political
direction. To this consideration we ought to ascribe the 
absence of any regulation, respecting religion, from the 
Magna-Charta of our country. To the guidance of the 
ministers of the gospel, this important object is, perhaps, 
more properly committed. It will be your care to instruct 
the ignorant, and to reclaim the devious, and, in the 
progress of morality and science, to which our govern-
ment will give every furtherance, we may confidently ex-
pect the advancement of true religion, and the completion
of our happiness." - Letter to Presbyterian Church lead-
ers, October 23, 1789

"Your love of liberty - your respect for the laws - your 
habits of industry - and your practice of the moral and re-
ligious obligations, are the strongest claims to national 
and individual happiness." - Letter to the Residents of 
Boston, October 27, 1789

"Awful and affecting as the death of a parent is, there is 
consolation in knowing, that heaven has spared ours to 
an age beyond which few attain, and favored her with the
full enjoyment of her mental faculties, and as much bodily
strength as usually falls to the lot of four score. Under 
these considerations, and a hope that she is translated to
a happier place, it is the duty of her relatives to yield due 
submission to the decrees of the Creator. When I was 
last at Fredericksburg, I took a final leave of my mother 
never expecting to see her more." - Letter to Betty Lewis, 
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his sister, on the death of their mother, September 13, 
1789

"The value of liberty was thus enhanced in our estimation
by the difficulty of its attainment, and the worth of charac-
ters appreciated by the trial of adversity." - Letter to the 
People of South Carolina, 1790

"Knowledge is, in every country, the surest basis of public
happiness." - First Annual Message, January 8, 1790

"To be prepared for war is one of the most effectual 
means of preserving peace." - First Annual Address to 
Congress, January 8, 1790

"A free people ought not only to be armed, but disci-
plined; to which end a uniform and well-digested plan is 
requisite; and their safety and interest require that they 
should promote such manufactories as tend to render 
them independent on others for essential, particularly for 
military, supplies." - Speech in the United States Con-
gress, January 8, 1790

"Knowledge is in every country the surest basis of public 
happiness." - Speech in the United States Congress, 
January 8, 1790

"All see, and most admire, the glare which hovers round 
the external trappings of elevated office. To me there is 
nothing in it, beyond the lustre which may be reflected 
from its connection with a power of promoting human fe-
licity." - Letter to Catherine Macaulay Graham, January 9,
1790

"In our progress toward political happiness my station is 
new; and if I may use the expression, I walk on untrod-
den ground. There is scarcely any part of my conduct 
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which may not hereafter be drawn into precedent." - Let-
ter to Catherine Macaulay Graham, January 9, 1790

"I can truly say I had rather be at Mount Vernon with a 
friend or two about me, than to be attended at the Seat of
Government by the Officers of State and the Representa-
tives of every Power in Europe." - Letter to David Stuart, 
June 15, 1790

"I had rather be at Mount Vernon with a friend or two 
about me, than to be attended at the seat of government 
by the officers of state and the representatives of every 
power in Europe." - Letter to David Stuart, June 15, 1790

"It is now no more that toleration is spoken of as if it were
the indulgence of one class of people that another en-
joyed the exercise of their inherent natural rights, for hap-
pily, the Government of the United States, which gives to 
bigotry no sanction, to persecution no assistance, re-
quires only that they who live under its protection should 
demean themselves as good citizens in giving it on all oc-
casions their effectual support." - Letter to the Hebrew 
Congregation of Newport, Rhode Island, August 17, 1790

"May the father of all mercies scatter light, and not dark-
ness, upon our paths, and make us in all our several vo-
cations useful here, and in His own due time and way ev-
erlastingly happy." - Letter to the Hebrew Congregation of
Newport, Rhode Island, August 17, 1790

"The citizens of the United States of America have the 
right to applaud themselves for having given to mankind 
examples of an enlarged and liberal policy worthy of imi-
tation. All possess alike liberty of conscience and immu-
nities of citizenship. It is now no more that toleration is 
spoken of as if it were by the indulgence of one class of 
citizens that another enjoyed the exercise of their inher-
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ent natural rights, for happily the Government of the 
United States, which gives to bigotry no sanction, to per-
secution no assistance, requires only that they who live 
under its protection should demean themselves as good 
citizens in giving it on all occasions their effectual sup-
port." - Letter to the Hebrew Congregation of Newport, 
Rhode Island, September 9, 1790

"I lay it down as a maxim, that if the number of the pupils 
is too great for the tutors, justice cannot be done, be the 
abilities of the latter what they will. What the due propor-
tion, beyond which it ought not to go, is in some measure
matter of opinion, but an extreme must be obvious to all."
- Letter to Tobias Lear, November 7, 1790

"A good moral character is the first essential in a man, 
and that the habits contracted at your age are generally 
indelible, and your conduct here may stamp your charac-
ter through life. It is therefore highly important that you 
should endeavor not only to be learned but virtuous." - 
Letter to Steptoe Washington, December 5, 1790

"It may be proper to observe that a good moral character 
is the first essential in a man, and that the habits con-
tracted at your age are generally indelible, and your con-
duct here may stamp your character through life. It is 
therefore highly important that you should endeavor not 
only to be learned but virtuous." - Letter to George Step-
toe Washington, December 5, 1790

"Humanity and good policy must make it the wish of ev-
ery good citizen of the United States, that husbandry, and
consequently civilization, should be introduced among 
the Indians. So strongly am I impressed with the benefi-
cial effects, which our country would receive from such a 
thing, that I shall always take a singular pleasure in pro-
moting, as far as may be in my power, every measure 
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which may tend to ensure it." - Letter to David 
Humphreys, July 20, 1791

"The tumultuous populace of large cities are ever to be 
dreaded. Their indiscriminate violence prostrates for the 
time all public authority, and its consequences are some-
times extensive and terrible." - Letter to the Marquis de 
Lafayette, July 28, 1791

"We must, however, place a confidence in that Provi-
dence who rules great events, trusting that out of confu-
sion he will produce order, and, notwithstanding the dark 
clouds, which may threaten at present, that right will ulti-
mately be established." - Letter to the Marquis de 
Lafayette, July 28, 1791

"I believe it is among nations as with individuals, that the 
party taking advantage of the distresses of another will 
lose infinitely more in the opinion of mankind, and in sub-
sequent events, than he will gain by the stroke of the mo-
ment." - Letter to Gouverneur Morris, July 28, 1791

"From long experience I have laid it down as an unerring 
maxim that to exact rents with punctuality is not only the 
right of the Landlord, but that it is also for the benefit of 
the Tenant, that it should be so; unless by uncontroulable
events, and providential strokes the latter is rendered un-
able to pay them; in such cases he should not only meet 
with indulgence, but, in some instances with a remittal of 
the rent. But, in the ordinary course of these transactions,
the rents ought to be collect with the most rigid exact-
ness." - Letter to Robert Lewis, October 15, 1791

"It is better to offer no excuse than a bad one." - Letter to 
his Niece, Harriet Washington, October 30, 1791
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"To be under but little or no control may be pleasing to a 
mind that does not reflect, but this pleasure cannot be of 
long duration." - Letter to Harriot Washington, October 
30, 1791

"I mind conscious of its own rectitude fears not what is 
said of it, but will bid defiance to and despise shafts that 
are not barbed with accusations against honor or in-
tegrity." - Letter to Gouverneur Morris, January 28, 1792

"I am sure that never was a people, who had more rea-
son to acknowledge a Divine interposition in their affairs, 
than those of the United States; and I should be pained 
to believe that they have forgotten that agency, which 
was so often manifested during our Revolution, or that 
they failed to consider the omnipotence of that God who 
is alone able to protect them." - Letter to John Armstrong,
March 11, 1792

"However necessary it may be to keep a watchful eye 
over public servants, and public measures, yet there 
ought to be limits to it; for suspicions unfounded, and 
jealousies too lively, are irritating to honest feeling; and 
oftentimes are productive of more evil than good." - Letter
to James Madison, May 20, 1792

"Differences in political opinions are as unavoidable as, 
to a certain point, they may perhaps be necessary; but it 
is exceedingly to be regretted that subjects cannot be 
discussed with temper on the one hand, or decisions 
submitted to without having the motives, which led to 
them, improperly implicated on the other; and this regret 
borders on chagrin when we find that men of abilities, 
zealous patriots, having the same general objects in 
view, and the same upright intentions to prosecute them, 
will not exercise more charity in deciding on the opinions 
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and actions of one another." - Letter to Alexander Hamil-
ton, August 26, 1792

"If the government and the officers of it are to be the con-
stant theme for newspaper abuse, and this too without 
condescending to investigate the motives or the facts, it 
will be impossible, I conceive, for any man living to man-
age the helm or to keep the machine together." - Letter to
Edmund Randolph, August 26, 1792

"Of all the animosities which have existed among 
mankind, those which are caused by difference of senti-
ments in religion appear to be the most inveterate and 
distressing, and ought most to be deprecated. I was in 
hopes that the enlightened and liberal policy, which has 
marked the present age, would at least have reconciled 
Christians of every denomination so far that we should 
never again see the religious disputes carried to such a 
pitch as to endanger the peace of society." - Letter to Ed-
ward Newenham, October 20, 1792

"We have abundant reason to rejoice that in this Land the
light of truth & reason has triumphed over the power of 
bigotry and superstition, and that every person may here 
worship God according to the dictates of his own heart. In
this enlightened age & in this Land of equal liberty it is 
our boast, that a man's religious tenets will not forfeit the 
protection of the Laws, nor deprive him of the right of at-
taining & holding the highest offices that are known in the
United States." - Letter to the Members of the New 
Church in Baltimore, January 22, 1793

"The arrows of malevolence... however barbed and well 
pointed, never can reach the most vulnerable part of me; 
though, whilst I am up as a mark, they will be continually 
aimed." - Letter to Richard Henry Lee, July 21, 1793
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"I give my signature to many Bills with which my Judg-
ment is at variance... From the Nature of the Constitution,
I must approve all parts of a Bill, or reject it in total. To do
the latter can only be Justified upon the clear and obvi-
ous grounds of propriety; and I never had such confi-
dence in my own faculty of judging as to be over tena-
cious of the opinions I may have imbibed in doubtful 
cases." - Letter to Edmund Pendleton, September 23, 
1793

"There is a rank due to the United States, among nations,
which will be withheld, if not absolutely lost, by the repu-
tation of weakness. If we desire to avoid insult, we must 
be able to repel it; if we desire to secure peace, one of 
the most powerful instruments of our rising prosperity, it 
must be known that we are at all times ready for war." - 
Annual Message, December, 1793

"No pecuniary consideration is more urgent, than the reg-
ular redemption and discharge of the public debt: on 
none can delay be more injurious, or an economy of time 
more valuable." - Message to the House of Representa-
tives, December 3, 1793

"If we desire to avoid insult, we must be able to repel it; if 
we desire to secure peace, one of the most powerful in-
struments of our rising prosperity, it must be known, that 
we are at all times ready for War." - Fifth Annual Address 
to Congress, December 13, 1793

"At disappointments and losses which are the effects of 
Providential acts, I never repine; because I am sure the 
alwise disposer of events knows better than we do, what 
is best for us, or what we deserve." - Letter to William 
Pearce, May 25, 1794
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"My primary objects, to which I have steadily adhered, 
have been to preserve the country in peace if I can, and 
to be prepared for war if I cannot; to effect the first, upon 
terms consistent with the respect which is due to our-
selves, and with honor, justice, and good faith to all the 
world." - Letter to Gouverneur Morris, June 25, 1794

"Smaller societies must prepare the way for greater." - 
Letter to Sir John Sinclair, July 20, 1794

"It is to an established maxim of mine, not to accept a 
Present from any one." - Letter to Mrs. Matthew Ander-
son, July 20, 1794

"Truth will ultimately prevail where there is pains taken to 
bring it to light." - Letter to Charles M. Thurston, August 
10, 1794

"It is with equal pride and satisfaction I add, that as far as
my information extends, this insurrection is viewed with 
universal indignation and abhorrence; except by those 
who have never missed an opportunity by side blows, or 
otherwise, to aim their shafts at the general government; 
and even among these there is not a Spirit hardy enough,
yet, openly to justify the daring infractions of Law and or-
der; but by palliatives are attempting to suspend all pro-
ceedings against the insurgents until Congress shall 
have decided on the case, thereby intending to gain time,
and if possible to make the evil more extensive, more for-
midable, and of course more difficult to counteract and 
subdue. I consider this insurrection as the first formidable
fruit of the Democratic Societies; brought forth I believe 
too prematurely for their own views, which may contribute
to the annihilation of them. That these societies were in-
stituted by the artful and designing members (many of 
their body I have no doubt mean well, but know little of 
the real plan,) primarily to sow the seeds of jealousy and 
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distrust among the people, of the government, by de-
stroying all confidence in the Administration of it; and that
these doctrines have been budding and blowing ever 
since, is not new to any one, who is acquainted with the 
characters of their leaders, and has been attentive to 
their manoeuvres. I early gave it as my opinion to the 
confidential characters around me, that, if these Societies
were not counteracted (not by prosecutions, the ready 
way to make them grow stronger) or did not fall into dis-
esteem from the knowledge of their origin, and the views 
with which they had been instituted by their father, Genet,
for purposes well known to the Government; that they 
would shake the government to its foundation. Time and 
circumstances have confirmed me in this opinion, and I 
deeply regret the probable consequences, not as they 
will affect me personally, (for I have not long to act on this
theatre, and sure I am that not a man amongst them can 
be more anxious to put me aside, than I am to sink into 
the profoundest retirement) but because I see, under a 
display of popular and fascinating guises, the most dia-
bolical attempts to destroy the best fabric of human gov-
ernment and happiness, that has ever been presented for
the acceptance of mankind." - Letter to Richard Henry 
Lee, August 22, 1794

"The fundamental principle of our Constitution... enjoins 
(requires) that the will of the majority shall prevail." - Sixth
Annual Address, November 19, 1794

"Let us unite, therefore, in imploring the Supreme Ruler 
of nations, to spread his holy protection over these 
United States; to turn the machinations of the wicked to 
the confirming of our constitutions; to enable us at all 
times to root out internal sedition, and put invasion to 
flight; to perpetuate to our country that prosperity, which 
his goodness has already conferred, and to verify the an-
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ticipation of this government being a safeguard to human 
rights." - Sixth Annual Address, November 19, 1794

"Were it not that I am principled against selling Negroes...
I would not in twelve months from this date be possessed
of one as a slave." - Letter to Alexander Spotswood, No-
vember 23, 1794

"I am principled against selling negroes, as you would do 
cattle at a market." - Letter to Alexander Spotswood, No-
vember 23, 1794

"In the composition of the human frame there is a good 
deal of inflammable matter, however dormant it may lie 
for a time." - Letter to Eleanor Parke Custis, January 16, 
1795

"Love is said to be an involuntary passion, and it is, 
therefore, contended that it cannot be resisted. This is 
true in part only, for like all things else, when nourished 
and supplied plentifully with ailment, it is rapid in its 
progress; but let these be withdrawn and it may be stifled
in its birth or much stinted in its growth." - Letter to 
Eleanor Parke Custis, January 16, 1795

"A woman... all beautiful and accomplished will, while her
hand and heart are undisposed of, turn the heads and set
the circle in which she moves on fire. Let her marry, and 
what is the consequence? The madness ceases and all 
is quiet again. Why? Not because there is any diminution 
in the charms of the lady, but because there is an end of 
hope." - Letter to Eleanor Parke Custis, January 16, 1795

"A sensible woman can never be happy with a fool." - 
Letter to Eleanor Parke Custis, January 16, 1795
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"It rarely happens otherwise than that a thorough-faced 
coquette dies in celibacy, as a punishment for her at-
tempts to mislead others, by encouraging looks, words, 
or actions, given for no other purpose than to draw men 
on to make overtures that they may be rejected." - Letter 
to Eleanor Parke Custis, January 16, 1795

"When one side only of a story is heard and often re-
peated, the human mind becomes impressed with it in-
sensibly." - Letter to Edmund Pendleton, January 22, 
1795

"A month from this day, if I live to see the completion of it,
will place me on the wrong, perhaps it would be better to 
say, on the advanced, side of my grand climacteric; and 
altho' I have no cause to complain of the want of health, I 
can religiously aver that no man was ever more tired of 
public life, or more devoutly wished for retirement, than I 
do." - Letter to Edmund Pendleton, on his nearing retire-
ment, January 22, 1795

"It is well known, that, when one side only of a story is 
heard and often repeated, the human mind becomes im-
pressed with it insensibly." - Letter to Edmund Pendleton,
January 22, 1795

"We ought to deprecate the hazard attending ardent and 
susceptible minds, from being too strongly, and too early 
prepossessed in favor of other political systems, before 
they are capable of appreciating their own." - Letter to the
Commissioners of the District of Columbia, January 28, 
1795

"It has always been a source of serious reflection and 
sincere regret with me that the youth of the United States
should be sent to foreign countries for the purpose of ed-
ucation. Although there are doubtless many, under these 
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circumstances, who escape the danger of contracting 
principles unfavorable to republican government, yet we 
ought to deprecate the hazard attending ardent and sus-
ceptible minds, from being too strongly and too early pre-
possessed in favor of other political systems before they 
are capable of appreciating their own." - Letter to the 
Commissioners of the District of Columbia, January 28, 
1795

"I had rather hear it was delayed than that it should be 
sown before every thing was in perfect order for it; for it is
a fixed principle with me, that whatever is done should be
well done. Unless this maxim is attended to, our labor is 
but in vain, and our expectation of a return, is always de-
ceptious; whilst we are ascribing our disappointments to 
any thing rather than the true cause, namely not laying, 
by proper preparations, a good foundation, on which to 
build our hopes." - Letter to William Pearce, March 22, 
1795

"Much indeed to be regretted, party disputes are now car-
ried to such a length, and truth is so enveloped in mist 
and false representation, that it is extremely difficult to 
know through what channel to seek it. This difficulty to 
one, who is of no party, and whose sole wish is to pursue
with undeviating steps a path which would lead this coun-
try to respectability, wealth, and happiness, is exceed-
ingly to be lamented. But such, for wise purposes, it is 
presumed, is the turbulence of human passions in party 
disputes, when victory more than truth is the palm con-
tended for." - Letter to Timothy Pickering, July 27, 1795

"Gentlemen: In every act of my administration, I have 
sought the happiness of my fellow-citizens. My system 
for the attainment of this object has uniformly been to 
overlook all personal, local and partial considerations: to 
contemplate the United States, as one great whole: to 
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confide, that sudden impressions, when erroneous, 
would yield to candid reflection: and to consult only the 
substantial and permanent interests of our country... 
While I feel the most lively gratitude for the many in-
stances of approbation from my country; I can no other-
wise deserve it, than by obeying the dictates of my con-
science." - Letter to Boston Selectmen, July 28, 1795

"There is but one straight course, and that is to seek truth
and pursue it steadily." - Letter to Edmund Randolph, 
July 31, 1795

"I am not disposed to quit the ground I have taken, unless
circumstances more imperious than have yet come to my
knowledge should compel it; for there is but one straight 
course, and that is to seek truth and pursue it steadily." - 
Letter to Edmund Randolph, July 31, 1795

"If any power on earth could, or the great power above 
would, erect the standard of infallibility in political opin-
ions, there is no being that inhabits this terrestrial globe 
that would resort to it with more eagerness than myself, 
so long as I remain a servant of the public. But as I have 
found no better guide hitherto than upright intentions, and
dose investigation, I shall adhere to these maxims while I
keep the watch; leaving it to those who will come after 
me to explore new ways, if they like; or think them bet-
ter." - Letter to Major General Henry Knox, September 
25, 1795

"Next to a conscientious discharge of my public duties, to
carry along with me the approbation of my constituents 
would be the highest gratification my mind is susceptible 
of; but, the latter being secondary, I cannot make the for-
mer yield to it, unless some criterion more infallible than 
partial (if they are not party) meetings can be discovered,
as the touchstone of public sentiment. If any power on 
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earth could, or the Great Power above would, erect the 
standard of infallibility in political opinions, there is no be-
ing that inhabits this terrestrial globe that would resort to 
it with more eagerness than myself, so long as I remain a
servant of the public. But as I have found no better guide 
hitherto than upright intentions and close investigation, I 
shall adhere to those maxims while I keep the watch; 
leaving it to those who will come after me to explore new 
ways, if they like or think them better." - Letter to Major 
General Henry Knox, September 20, 1795

"My policy has been, and will continue to be, while I have 
the honor to remain in the administration of the govern-
ment, to be upon friendly terms with, but independent of, 
all the nations of the earth. To share in the broils of none.
To fulfill our own engagements. To supply the wants, and
be carriers for them all: Being thoroughly convinced that 
it is our policy and interest to do so." - Letter to Gou-
verneur Morris, December 22, 1795

"The executive branch of this government never has, nor 
will suffer, while I preside, any improper conduct of its of-
ficers to escape with impunity." - Letter to Gouverneur 
Morris, December 22, 1795

"In a government as free as ours where the people are at
liberty, and will express their sentiments, oftentimes im-
prudently, and for want of information sometimes un-
justly, allowances must be made for occasional efferves-
cences; but after the declaration which I have here made 
of my political creed, you can run no hazard in asserting, 
that the Executive branch of this government never has, 
nor will suffer, while I preside, any improper conduct of its
officers to escape with impunity; or will give its sanctions 
to any disorderly proceedings of its citizens." - Letter to 
Gouverneur Morris, December 22, 1795
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"It will not be doubted, that with reference either to indi-
vidual, or National Welfare, Agriculture is of primary im-
portance. In proportion as Nations advance in population,
and other circumstances of maturity, this truth becomes 
more apparent; and renders the cultivation of the Soil 
more and more, an object of public patronage." - Eighth 
Annual Message to Congress, 1796

"My anxious recollections, my sympathetic feeling, and 
my best wishes are irresistibly excited whensoever, in 
any country, I see an oppressed nation unfurl the ban-
ners of freedom." - Letter to Pierre Auguste Adet, Janu-
ary 1, 1796

"It is on great occasions only, and after time has been 
given for cool and deliberate reflection, that the real voice
of the people can be known." - Letter to Edward Carring-
ton, May 1, 1796

"It has always been and will continue to be my earnest 
desire to learn, and, as far as is consistent, to comply 
with, the public sentiment; but it is on great occasions 
only, and after time has been given for cool and deliber-
ate reflection, that the real voice of the people can be 
known." - Letter to Edward Carrington, May 1, 1796

"But if we are to be told by a foreign Power... what we 
shall do, and what we shall not do, we have Indepen-
dence yet to seek, and have contended hitherto for very 
little." - Letter to Alexander Hamilton, May 8, 1796

"The nation which indulges towards another an habitual 
hatred, or an habitual fondness, is in some degree a 
slave. It is a slave to its animosity or to its affection, either
of which is sufficient to lead it astray from its duty and its 
interest." - Letter to Alexander Hamilton, May 8, 1796
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"I am sure the mass of citizens in these United States 
mean well, and I firmly believe they will always act well 
whenever they can obtain a right understanding of mat-
ters; but in some parts of the Union, where the senti-
ments of their delegates and leaders are adverse to the 
government, and great pains are taken to inculcate a be-
lief that their rights are assailed and their liberties endan-
gered, it is not easy to accomplish this; especially, as is 
the case invariably, when the inventors and abettors of 
pernicious measures use infinite more industry in dissem-
inating the poison than the well disposed part of the com-
munity to furnish the antidote." - Letter to John Jay, May 
8, 1796

"Serious misfortunes, originating in misrepresentation, 
frequently flow and spread before they can be dissipated 
by truth." - Letter to John Jay, May 8, 1796

"I leave you with undefiled hands -- an uncorrupted heart 
-- and with ardent vows to heaven for the welfare & hap-
piness of that country in which I and my forefathers to the
third or fourth progenitor drew our first breath." - Draft of 
Farewell Address, May 15, 1796

"That as the allwise dispensor of human blessings has fa-
vored no Nation of the Earth wit more abundant, and sub-
stantial means of happiness than United America, that 
we may not be so ungrateful to our Creator, so wanting to
ourselves; and so regardless of Posterity, as to dash the 
cup of beneficence which is thus bountifully offered to our
acceptance." - Draft of Farewell Address, May 15, 1796

"Nor did I believe until lately, that it was within the bonds 
of probability; hardly within those of possibility, that, while
I was using my utmost exertions to establish a national 
character of our own, independent, as far as our obliga-
tions, and justice would permit, of every nation of the 
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earth; and wished, by steering a steady course, to pre-
serve this Country from the horrors of a desolating war, 
that I should be accused of being the enemy of one Na-
tion, and subject to the influence of another; and to prove
it, that every act of my administration would be tortured, 
and the grossest, and most insidious misrepresentations 
of them be made (by giving one side only of a subject, 
and that too in such exaggerated and indecent terms as 
could scarcely be applied to a Nero; a notorious de-
faulter; or even to a common pick-pocket)." - Letter to 
Thomas Jefferson, July 6, 1796

"I was no party man myself, and the first wish of my heart
was, if parties did exist, to reconcile them." - Letter to 
Thomas Jefferson, July 6, 1796

"It is the juvenal period of life when friendships are 
formed, and habits established, that will stick by one." - 
Letter to Alexander Hamilton, September 1, 1796

"Education generally is one of the surest means of en-
lightening and giving just ways of thinking to our citizens."
- Letter to Alexander Hamilton, September 1, 1796

"Against the insidious wiles of foreign influence, (I conjure
you to believe me fellow citizens) the jealousy of a free 
people ought to be constantly awake; since history and 
experience prove that foreign influence is one of the most
baneful foes of Republican Government." - Farewell Ad-
dress, September 19, 1796

"Can it be, that Providence has not connected the perma-
nent felicity of a Nation with its virtue? The experiment, at
least, is recommended by every sentiment which enno-
bles human Nature." - Farewell Address, September 19, 
1796
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"Citizens by birth or choice of a common country, that 
country has a right to concentrate your affections. The 
name of American, which belongs to you, in your national
capacity, must always exalt the just pride of Patriotism, 
more than any appellation derived from local discrimina-
tions." - Farewell Address, September 19, 1796

"Guard against the impostures of pretended patriotism." -
Farewell Address, September 19, 1796

"Harmony, liberal intercourse with all Nations, are recom-
mended by policy, humanity and interest. But even our 
Commercial policy should hold an equal and impartial 
hand: neither seeking nor granting exclusive favours or 
preferences; consulting the natural course of things; dif-
fusing and diversifying by gentle means the streams of 
Commerce, but forcing nothing; establishing with Powers 
so disposed; in order to give trade a stable course." - 
Farewell Address, September 19, 1796

"In proportion as the structure of a government gives 
force to public opinion, it is essential that public opinion 
should be enlightened." - Farewell Address, September 
19, 1796

"Interwoven as is the love of liberty with every ligament of
your hearts, no recommendation of mine is necessary to 
fortify or confirm the attachment." - Farewell Address, 
September 19, 1796

"It will be worthy of a free, enlightened, and, at no distant 
period, a great Nation, to give to mankind the magnani-
mous and too novel example of a People always guided 
by an exalted justice and benevolence." - Farewell Ad-
dress, September 19, 1796
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"Let me now take a more comprehensive view, and warn 
you in the most solemn manner against the baneful ef-
fects of the Spirit of Party generally... A fire not to be 
quenched, it demands a uniform vigilance to prevent its 
bursting into a flame, lest, instead of warming, it should 
consume." - Farewell Address, September 19, 1796

"No taxes can be devised which are not more or less in-
convenient and unpleasant." - Farewell Address, Sep-
tember 19, 1796

"It is important, likewise, that the habits of thinking in a 
free country should inspire caution in those entrusted 
with its administration, to confine themselves within their 
respective constitutional spheres, avoiding in the exer-
cise of the powers of one department to encroach upon 
another. The spirit of encroachment tends to consolidate 
the powers of all the departments in one, and thus to cre-
ate, whatever the form of government, a real despotism. 
A just estimate of that love of power, and proneness to 
abuse it, which predominates in the human heart, is suffi-
cient to satisfy us of the truth of this position. The neces-
sity of reciprocal checks in the exercise of political power,
by dividing and distributing it into different depositaries, 
and constituting each the guardian of the public weal 
against invasions by the others, has been evinced by ex-
periments ancient and modern; some of them in our 
country and under our own eyes. To preserve them must 
be as necessary as to institute them. If, in the opinion of 
the people, the distribution or modification of the constitu-
tional powers be in any particular wrong, let it be cor-
rected by an amendment in the way which the Constitu-
tion designates. But let there be no change by usurpa-
tion; for though this, in one instance, may be the instru-
ment of good, it is the customary weapon by which free 
governments are destroyed. The precedent must always 
greatly overbalance in permanent evil any partial or tran-
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sient benefit, which the use can at any time yield." - 
Farewell Address, September 19, 1796

"The Constitution which at any time exists, 'till changed 
by an explicit and authentic act of the whole People is sa-
credly obligatory upon all." - Farewell Address, Septem-
ber 19, 1796

"The name of American, which belongs to you, in your 
national capacity, must always exalt the just pride of Pa-
triotism, more than any appellation derived from local dis-
criminations." - Farewell Address, September 19, 1796

"The spirit of encroachment tends to consolidate the pow-
ers of all the departments in one, and thus to create 
whatever the form of government, a real despotism. A 
just estimate of that love of power, and proneness to 
abuse it, which predominates in the human heart is suffi-
cient to satisfy us of the truth of this position." - Farewell 
Address, September 19, 1796

"There can be no greater error than to expect, or calcu-
late upon real favours from Nation to Nation. 'Tis an illu-
sion which experience must cure, which a just pride 
ought to discard." - Farewell Address, September 19, 
1796

"Tis substantially true, that virtue or morality is a neces-
sary spring of popular government. The rule indeed ex-
tends with more or less force to every species of free 
Government." - Farewell Address, September 19, 1796

"Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political 
prosperity, religion and morality are indispensable sup-
ports. In vain would that man claim the tribute of patrio-
tism who should labor to subvert these great pillars of hu-
man happiness, these firmest props of the duties of man 
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and citizens. The mere politician, equally with the pious 
man, ought to respect and to cherish them. A volume 
could not trace all their connexions with private and pub-
lic felicity. Let it simply be asked, Where is the security 
for property, for reputation, for life, if the sense of reli-
gious obligation desert the oaths, which are the instru-
ments of investigation in Courts of Justice? And let us 
with caution indulge the supposition that morality can be 
maintained without religion. Whatever may be conceded 
to the influence of refined education on minds of peculiar 
structure, reason and experience both forbid us to expect
that national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious 
principle. It is substantially true, that virtue or morality is a
necessary spring of popular government. The rule, in-
deed, extends with more or less force to every species of
free government. Who, that is a sincere friend to it, can 
look with indifference upon attempts to shake the founda-
tion of the fabric?" - Farewell Address, September 19, 
1796

"It is our true policy to steer clear of permanent alliance 
with any portion of the foreign world." - Farewell Address,
September 19, 1796

"'Tis folly in one Nation to look for disinterested favors 
from another; that it must pay with a portion of its Inde-
pendence for whatever it may accept under that charac-
ter; that by such acceptance, it may place itself in the 
condition of having given equivalents for nominal favours 
and yet of being reproached with ingratitude for not giving
more. There can be no greater error than to expect, or 
calculate upon real favours from Nation to Nation. 'Tis an 
illusion which experience must cure, which a just pride 
ought to discard." - Farewell Address, September 19, 
1796
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"To the efficacy and permanency of your Union, a Gov-
ernment for the whole is indispensable. No alliances, 
however strict, between the parts can be an adequate 
substitute; they must inevitably experience the infractions
and interruptions, which all alliances in all times have ex-
perienced. Sensible of this momentous truth, you have 
improved upon your first essay, by the adoption of a Con-
stitution of Government better calculated than your for-
mer for an intimate Union, and for the efficacious man-
agement of your common concerns." - Farewell Address, 
September 19, 1796

"The basis of our political systems is the right of the peo-
ple to make and to alter their Constitutions of Govern-
ment. But the Constitution which at any time exists, till 
changed by an explicit and authentic act of the whole 
people, is sacredly obligatory upon all. The very idea of 
the power and the right of the people to establish Gov-
ernment presupposes the duty of every individual to obey
the established Government." - Farewell Address, Sep-
tember 19, 1796

"I have already intimated to you the danger of parties in 
the state, with particular reference to the founding of 
them on geographical discriminations. Let me now take a
more comprehensive view, and warn you in the most 
solemn manner against the baneful effects of the spirit of 
party, generally." - Farewell Address, September 19, 
1796

"The alternate domination of one faction over another, 
sharpened by the spirit of revenge, natural to party dis-
sension, which in different ages and countries has perpe-
trated the most horrid enormities, is itself a frightful 
despotism. But this leads at length to a more formal and 
permanent despotism. The disorders and miseries, which
result, gradually incline the minds of men to seek security
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and repose in the absolute power of an individual; and 
sooner or later the chief of some prevailing faction, more 
able or more fortunate than his competitors, turns this 
disposition to the purposes of his own elevation, on the 
ruins of Public Liberty." - Farewell Address, September 
19, 1796

"The common and continual mischiefs of the spirit of 
party are sufficient to make it the interest and duty of a 
wise people to discourage and restrain it." - Farewell Ad-
dress, September 19, 1796

"It serves always to distract the Public Councils, and en-
feeble the Public Administration. It agitates the Commu-
nity with ill-founded jealousies and false alarms; kindles 
the animosity of one part against another, foments occa-
sionally riot and insurrection." - Farewell Address, Sep-
tember 19, 1796

"Let us with caution indulge the supposition, that morality 
can be maintained without religion. Whatever may be 
conceded to the influence of refined education on minds 
of peculiar structure, reason and experience both forbid 
us to expect, that national morality can prevail in exclu-
sion of religious principle." - Farewell Address, Septem-
ber 19, 1796

"It is substantially true, that virtue or morality is a neces-
sary spring of popular government. The rule, indeed, ex-
tends with more or less force to every species of free 
government." - Farewell Address, September 19, 1796

"Promote, then, as an object of primary importance, insti-
tutions for the general diffusion of knowledge. In propor-
tion as the structure of a government gives force to public
opinion, it is essential that public opinion should be en-
lightened." - Farewell Address, September 19, 1796
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"As a very important source of strength and security, 
cherish public credit. One method of preserving it is, to 
use it as sparingly as possible; avoiding occasions of ex-
pense by cultivating peace, but remembering also that 
timely disbursements to prepare for danger frequently 
prevent much greater disbursements to repel it; avoiding 
likewise the accumulation of debt, not only by shunning 
occasions of expense, but by vigorous exertions in time 
of peace to discharge the debts, which unavoidable wars 
may have occasioned, not ungenerously throwing upon 
posterity the burthen, which we ourselves ought to bear." 
- Farewell Address, September 19, 1796

"Observe good faith and justice towards all Nations; culti-
vate peace and harmony with all. Religion and Morality 
enjoin this conduct; and can it be, that good policy does 
not equally enjoin it? It will be worthy of a free, enlight-
ened, and, at no distant period, a great Nation, to give to 
mankind the magnanimous and too novel example of a 
people always guided by an exalted justice and benevo-
lence. Who can doubt, that, in the course of time and 
things, the fruits of such a plan would richly repay any 
temporary advantages, which might be lost by a steady 
adherence to it? Can it be, that Providence has not con-
nected the permanent felicity of a Nation with its Virtue?" 
- Farewell Address, September 19, 1796

"Nothing is more essential, than that permanent, inveter-
ate antipathies against particular Nations, and passionate
attachments for others, should be excluded; and that, in 
place of them, just and amicable feelings towards all 
should be cultivated. The Nation, which indulges towards 
another an habitual hatred, or an habitual fondness, is in 
some degree a slave. It is a slave to its animosity or to its
affection, either of which is sufficient to lead it astray from
its duty and its interest. Antipathy in one nation against 
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another disposes each more readily to offer insult and in-
jury, to lay hold of slight causes of umbrage, and to be 
haughty and intractable, when accidental or trifling occa-
sions of dispute occur. Hence frequent collisions, obsti-
nate, envenomed, and bloody contests." - Farewell Ad-
dress, September 19, 1796

"The great rule of conduct for us, in regard to foreign na-
tions, is, in extending our commercial relations, to have 
with them as little political connexion as possible. So far 
as we have already formed engagements, let them be 
fulfilled with perfect good faith. Here let us stop." - 
Farewell Address, September 19, 1796

"Tis our true policy to steer clear of permanent alliances 
with any portion of the foreign world; so far, I mean, as 
we are now at liberty to do it; for let me not be under-
stood as capable of patronizing infidelity to existing en-
gagements. I hold the maxim no less applicable to public 
than to private affairs, that honesty is always the best pol-
icy. I repeat it, therefore, let those engagements be ob-
served in their genuine sense. But, in my opinion, it is un-
necessary and would be unwise to extend them." - 
Farewell Address, September 19, 1796

"In offering to you, my countrymen, these counsels of an 
old and affectionate friend, I dare not hope they will make
the strong and lasting impression I could wish; that they 
will control the usual current of the passions, or prevent 
our nation from running the course, which has hitherto 
marked the destiny of nations. But, if I may even flatter 
myself, that they may be productive of some partial bene-
fit, some occasional good; that they may now and then 
recur to moderate the fury of party spirit, to warn against 
the mischiefs of foreign intrigue, to guard against the im-
postures of pretended patriotism; this hope will be a full 
recompense for the solicitude for your welfare, by which 
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they have been dictated." - Farewell Address, September
19, 1796

"The duty of holding a neutral conduct may be inferred, 
without any thing more, from the obligation which justice 
and humanity impose on every nation, in cases in which 
it is free to act, to maintain inviolate the relations of peace
and amity towards other nations." - Farewell Address, 
September 19, 1796

"Though, in reviewing the incidents of my administration, 
I am unconscious of intentional error, I am nevertheless 
too sensible of my defects not to think it probable that I 
may have committed many errors. Whatever they may 
be, I fervently beseech the Almighty to avert or mitigate 
the evils to which they may tend. I shall also carry with 
me the hope, that my Country will never cease to view 
them with indulgence; and that, after forty-five years of 
my life dedicated to its service with an upright zeal, the 
faults of incompetent abilities will be consigned to obliv-
ion, as myself must soon be to the mansions of rest." - 
Farewell Address, September 19, 1796

"Light reading, by this, I mean books of little importance, 
may amuse for the moment, but leaves nothing solid be-
hind." - Letter to George Washington Parke Custis, No-
vember 13, 1796

"Never let an indigent person ask, without receiving 
something, if you have the means." - Letter to George 
Washington Parke Custis, November 13, 1796

"It is at all times more easy to make enemies than 
friends." - Letter to George Washington Parke Custis, No-
vember 28, 1796
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"To speak evil of any one, unless there is unequivocal 
proofs of their deserving it, is an injury for which there is 
no adequate reparation." - Letter to George Washington 
Parke Custis, November 28, 1796

"To acknowledge the receipt of letters is always proper, 
to remove doubts of their miscarriage." - Letter to George
Washington Parke Custis, November 28, 1796

"You are now extending into that stage of life when good 
or bad habits are formed. When the mind will be turned to
things useful and praiseworthy, or to dissipation and vice.
Fix on whichever it may, it will stick by you; for you know 
it has been said, and truly, "that as the twig is bent so it 
will grow." This, in a strong point of view, shows the pro-
priety of letting your inexperience be directed by maturer 
advice, and in placing guard upon the avenues which 
lead to idleness and vice. The latter will approach like a 
thief, working upon your passions: encouraged, perhaps 
by bad examples: the propensity to which will increase in 
proportion to the practice of it and your yielding. This ad-
monition proceeds from the purest affection for you: but I 
do not mean by it, that you are to become a stoic, or to 
deprive yourself in the intervals of study of any recre-
ations or manly exercise which reason approves." - Letter
to George Washington Parke Custis, November 28, 1796

"Select the most deserving only for your friendships, and 
before this becomes intimate, weigh their dispositions 
and character well. True friendship is a plant of slow 
growth; to be sincere, there must be a congeniality of 
temper and pursuits. Virtue and vice can not be allied; 
nor can idleness and industry..." - Letter to George 
Washington Parke Custis, November 28, 1796

"The assurances you give me of applying diligently to 
your studies, and fulfilling those obligations which are en-
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joined by your Creator and due to his creatures, are 
highly pleasing and satisfactory to me." - Letter to George
Washington Parke Custis, November 28, 1796

"In a republic, what species of knowledge can be equally 
important, and what duty more pressing on its legislature,
than to patronize a plan for communicating it to those 
who are to be the future guardians of the liberties of the 
country?" - Speech in the United States Congress, De-
cember 7, 1796

"The art of war is at once comprehensive and compli-
cated... it demands much previous study and... the pos-
session of it, in its most improved and perfect state, is al-
ways a great moment to the security of a nation. This, 
therefore, ought to be a serious care of every govern-
ment; and for this purpose, an academy, where a regular 
course of instruction is given, is an obvious expedient, 
which different nations have successfully employed." - 
Speech in the United States Congress, December 7, 
1796

"The situation in which I now stand, for the last time, in 
the midst of the Representatives of the People of the 
United States, naturally recalls the period when the Ad-
ministration of the present form of Government com-
menced; and I cannot omit the occasion, to congratulate 
you and my Country, on the success of the experiment; 
nor to repeat my fervent supplications to the Supreme 
Ruler of the Universe, and Sovereign Arbiter of Nations, 
that his Providential care may still be extended to the 
United States; that the virtue and happiness of the Peo-
ple, may be preserved; and that the Government, which 
they have instituted, for the protection of their liberties, 
may be perpetual." - Eighth Annual Message to Con-
gress, December 7, 1796
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"It is with peculiar satisfaction I can say, that, prompted 
by a high sense of duty in my attendance on public wor-
ship, I have been gratified, during my residence among 
you, by the liberal and interesting discourses which have 
been delivered in your Churches." - Letter to the United 
Episcopal Churches of Christ Church and St. Peter's, 
March 2, 1797

"Believing as I do, that Religion and Morality are the es-
sential pillars of civil society, I view, with unspeakable 
pleasure, that harmony and brotherly love which charac-
terizes the Clergy of different denominations, as well in 
this, as in other parts of the United States; exhibiting to 
the world a new and interesting spectacle, at once the 
pride of our country and the surest basis of Universal 
Harmony." - Letter to the Clergy of Philadelphia, March 3,
1797

"As for myself I am now seated in the shade of my Vine 
and Fig tree, and altho' I look with regret on many trans-
actions which do not comport with my ideas, I shall, not-
withstanding "view them in the calm lights of mild philoso-
phy," persuaded, if any great crisis should occur, to re-
quire it, that the good sense and Spirit of the Major part 
of the people of this country, will direct them properly." - 
Letter to Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, June 24, 1797

"Persuaded that if ever a crisis should arise to call forth 
the good sense and spirit of the People, no deficiency in 
either, will be found." - Letter to Rufus King, June 25, 
1797

"I am clearly in sentiment with you that every man who is 
in the vigor of life, ought to serve his country, in whatever
line it requires and he is fit for." - Letter to David 
Humphreys, June 26, 1797
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"I wish from my soul that the legislature of this State 
could see a policy of a gradual Abolition of Slavery." - 
Letter to Lawrence Lewis, August 4, 1797

"Candor is not a more conspicuous trait in the character 
of Governments than it is of individuals." - Letter to Timo-
thy Pickering, August 29, 1797

"The unity of Government, which constitutes you one 
people, is also now dear to you. It is justly so; for it is a 
main pillar in the edifice of your real independence, the 
support of your tranquility at home, your peace abroad; of
your safety; of your prosperity; of that very Liberty, which 
you so highly prize." - Farewell Address, September 19, 
1797

"If a person only sees, or directs from day to day what is 
to be done, business can never go on methodically or 
well, for in case of sickness, or the absence of the Direc-
tor, delays must follow. System to all things is the soul of 
business. To deliberate maturely, and execute promptly 
is the way to conduct it to advantage. With me, it has al-
ways been a maxim, rather to let my designs appear from
my works than by my expressions." - Letter to James An-
derson, December 21, 1797

"The man who does not estimate time as money will for-
ever miscalculate; for altho' the latter is not paid for the 
former, it is nevertheless a sure item in the cost of any 
undertaking." - Letter to James Anderson, December 21, 
1797

"System in all things should be aimed at; for in execution 
it renders every thing more easy." - Letter to George 
Washington Parke Custis, January 7, 1798
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"Rise early, that by habit it may become familiar, agree-
able, healthy, and profitable. It may, for a while, be irk-
some to do this, but that will wear off; and the practice 
will produce a rich harvest forever thereafter; whether in 
public or private walks of life." - Letter to George Wash-
ington Parke Custis, January 7, 1798

"It has been a maxim with me from early life, never to un-
dertake anything without perceiving a door to the accom-
plishment, in a reasonable time and with my own re-
sources." - Letter to Thomas Law, May 7, 1798

"A fear that your application to books is not such as it 
ought to be, and that the hours that might be more prof-
itably employed at your studies are misspent in this man-
ner. Recollect again the saying of the wise man, "There is
a time for all things," and sure I am this is not a time for a 
boy of your age to enter into engagements which might 
end in sorrow and repentance." - Letter to George Wash-
ington Parke Custis, June 13, 1798

"The Inspector General, Quartermaster General, Adjutant
General, and Officer commanding the Corps of Artillerists
and Engineers, ought to be men of the most respectable 
character, and of first-rate abilities; because, from the na-
ture of their respective offices, and from their being al-
ways about the Commander-in-Chief, who is obliged to 
entrust many things to them confidentially, scarcely any 
movement can take place without their knowledge... Be-
sides possessing the qualifications just mentioned, they 
ought to have those of Integrity and prudence in an emi-
nent degree, that entire confidence might be reposed in 
them. Without these, and their being on good terms with 
the Commanding General, his measures, if not de-
signedly thwarted, may be so embarrassed as to make 
them move heavily on." - Letter to James McHenry, July 
4, 1798
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"Humanity and feeling for the sick and wounded of an 
army call loudly for skill, attention, and economy in the di-
rector of the hospitals." - Letter to James McHenry, July 
4, 1798

"Satisfied therefore, that you have sincerely wished and 
endeavoured to avert war, and exhausted to the last 
drop, the cup of reconciliation, we can with pure hearts 
appeal to Heaven for the justice of our cause, and may 
confidently trust the final result to that kind Providence 
who has heretofore, and so often, signally favoured the 
People of these United States." - Letter to President John
Adams, July 13, 1798

"It is much easier at all times to prevent an evil than to 
rectify mistakes." - Letter to James McHenry, August 10, 
1798

"It is infinitely better to have a few good men than many 
indifferent ones." - Letter to James McHenry, August 10, 
1798

"It is an invariable maxim with me, never, before hand, 
and until the moment requires it, to pledge myself by 
promises which I might find embarrassing to comply 
with." - Letter to Charles Carroll, August 2, 1798

"My first wish would be, that my military family and the 
whole army should consider themselves as a band of 
brothers, willing and ready to die for each other." - Letter 
to Henry Knox, October 21, 1798

"It was not my intention to doubt that, the Doctrines of the
Illuminati, and principles of Jacobinism had not spread in 
the United States. On the contrary, no one is more truly 
satisfied of this fact than I am. The idea that I meant to 
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convey, was, that I did not believe that the Lodges of 
Free Masons in this Country had, as Societies, endeav-
oured to propagate the diabolical tenets of the first, or 
pernicious principles of the latter (if they are susceptible 
of separation). That Individuals of them may have done it,
or that the founder, or instrument employed to found, the 
Democratic Societies in the United States, may have had
these objects; and actually had a separation of the Peo-
ple from their Government in view, is too evident to be 
questioned." - Letter to Rev. G. W. Snyder, October 24, 
1798

"Let me now take a more comprehensive view, and warn 
you in the most solemn manner against the baneful ef-
fects of the spirit of party, generally." - Farewell Address, 
September 19, 1798

"And which allows me to add little more now, than thanks 
for your kind wishes and favourable sentiments, except to
correct an error you have run into, of my Presiding over 
the English lodges in this Country. The fact is, I preside 
over none, nor have I been in one more than once or 
twice, within the last thirty years. I believe notwithstand-
ing, that none of the Lodges in this Country are contami-
nated with the principles ascribed to the Society of the Il-
luminati. With respect I am &c." - Letter to G. W. Snyder, 
September 25, 1798

"To give you a Complete View of the politics and Situa-
tion of things in this Country would far exceed the limits 
of a letter; and to trace effects to their Causes would be a
work of time. But the sum of them maybe given in a few 
words, and amounts to this. That a party exists in the 
United States, formed by a Combination of Causes, 
which oppose the Government in all its measures, and 
are determined (as all their Conduct evinces) by Clogging
its Wheels indirectly to change the nature of it, and to 
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Subvert the Constitution. To effect this no means which 
have a tendency to accomplish their purposes are left 
unessayed. The friends of Government who are anxious 
to maintain its neutrality, and to preserve the Country in 
peace, and adopt measures to produce these, are 
charged by them as being Monarchists, Aristocrats, and 
infractors of the Constitution; which according to their In-
terpretation of it would be a mere Cypher; while they ar-
rogated to themselves, (until the eyes of the people be-
gan to discover how outrageously they had been treated 
in their Commercial concerns by the Directory of France, 
and that, that was a ground on which they could no 
longer tread). the sole merit of being the friends of 
France, when in fact they had no more regard for that 
Nation than for the Grand Turk, further than their own 
views were promoted by it; denouncing those who dif-
fered in Opinion; whose principles are purely American; 
and whose sole view was to observe a strict neutrality, 
with acting under British influence, and being directed by 
her counsels, now with being her Pensioners..." - Letter 
to the Marquis de Lafayette, December 25, 1798

"The views of men can only be known, or guessed at, by 
their words or actions." - Letter to Patrick Henry, January 
15, 1799

"The favourable sentiments which others, you say, have 
been pleased to express respecting me, cannot but be 
pleasing to a mind who always walked on a straight line, 
and endeavoured as far as human frailties, and perhaps 
strong passions, would enable him, to discharge the rela-
tive duties to his Maker and fellowmen, without seeking 
any indirect or left handed attempts to acquire popular-
ity." - Letter to Rev. Bryan Fairfax (Lord Fairfax), January 
20, 1799
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"On reconsidering the uniform for the Commander-in-
Chief as it respects myself personally, I was against all 
embroidery. Do not conceive that fine clothes make fine 
men any more than fine feathers make fine birds. A plain 
genteel dress is more admired, and obtains more credit 
than lace and embroidery, in the Eyes of the judicious 
and sensible." - Letter to James McHenry, January 27, 
1799

"The great mass of our citizens require only to under-
stand matters rightly, to form right decisions." - Letter to 
James Lloyd, February 11, 1799

"It is a maxim with me, that in times of imminent danger 
to a Country, every true Patriot should occupy the Post in
which he can render, his services to his country, the most
effectually." - Letter to the Secretary of War, February 25,
1799

"To contract new debts is not the way to pay old ones." - 
Letter to James Welch, April 7, 1799

"Rev. Dear Sir, the Sermon on the duty of civil obedience
as required in Scripture, which you had the goodness to 
send me, came safe a Post or two ago; and for which I 
pray you to accept my grateful acknowledgements. The 
hurry in which it found me engaged, in a matter that 
pressed, has not allowed me time to give it a perusal yet; 
but I anticipate the pleasure of the edification I shall find 
when it is in my power to do it. With every respectful 
wish, in which Mrs. Washington united, for yourself and 
the young ladies of your family, I am with great esteem 
and regard, Dear Sir, your most obedient and humble 
servant, George Washington" - Letter to Rev. William 
White, Christ Church, Philadelphia, May 30, 1799

398

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1502516136


Order Paperback on Amazon

"For your kind compliment, "The Immortal Mentor," I beg 
you to accept my best thanks. I have perused it with sin-
gular satisfaction; and hesitate not to say that it is, in my 
opinion at least, an invaluable compilation. I cannot but 
hope that a book whose contents do such credit to its ti-
tle, will meet a very generous patronage equal my 
wishes, you will have no reason to regret that you ever 
printed the Immortal Mentor. With respect I am, Rev. Sir, 
Your most obedient, humble servant, George Washing-
ton" - Recommendation written by Washington for "The 
Immortal Mentor," by the Rev. Mason Weems, the only 
book Washington ever endorsed, beside a bible edition, 
July 3, 1799

"I am principled against this kind of traffic in the human 
species... and to disperse the families I have an aver-
sion." - About slavery, in a letter to Robert Lewis, August 
18, 1799

"It is demonstratively clear that on this Estate I have more
working Negroes by a full half than can be employed to 
any advantage in the farming system." - Letter to Robert 
Lewis, August 18, 1799

"Half the workers I keep on this estate would render me 
greater net profit than I now derive from the whole." - Let-
ter to Robert Lewis, August 18, 1799

"To sell the overplus I cannot, because I am principled 
against this kind of traffic in the human species. To hire 
them out is almost as bad because they could not be dis-
posed of in families to any advantage, and to disperse 
(break up) the families I have an aversion." - Letter to 
Robert Lewis, August 18, 1799
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"If principles, instead of men, are not the steady pursuit of
the Federalists, their cause will soon be at an end." - Let-
ter to Jonathan Trumbull, August 30, 1799

"One of the expedients of party to acquire influence, 
within particular districts, is to misrepresent the opinions 
and aims of other districts. You cannot shield yourselves 
too much against the jealousies and heart-burnings, 
which spring from these misrepresentations; they tend to 
render alien to each other those, who ought to be bound 
together by fraternal affection." - Farewell Address, Sep-
tember 19, 1799

"Your letter of the 16th inst. Has been received, informing
me of the death of my brother (Charles Washington). The
death of near relations always produces awful and affect-
ing emotions, under whatsoever circumstances it may 
happen. That of my brother has been so long expected, 
and his latter days so uncomfortable to himself that they 
must have prepared all around him for the stroke though 
painful in the effect.

I was the first, and am, now, the last of my father's chil-
dren by the second marriage who remain. When I shall 
be called upon to follow them, is known only to the Giver 
of Life. When the summons comes I shall endeavor to 
obey it with good grace." - Letter to Burgess Ball, his 
nephew, September 22, 1799

"Time is of more importance than is generally imagined." 
- Letter to James Anderson, December 10, 1799

"Tis well." - Washington's Last Words, December 14, 
1799

"Upon the decease of my wife, it is my will and desire that
all the slaves which I hold in my own right shall receive 

400

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1502516136


Order Paperback on Amazon

their freedom. To emancipate them during her life would, 
though earnestly wished by me, be attended with such in-
superable difficulties on account of their intermixture by 
marriages with the Dower (inherited) Negroes as to ex-
cite the most painful sensations, if not disagreeable con-
sequences from the latter, while both descriptions are in 
the occupancy of the same proprietor; it not being in my 
power, under the tenure by which the Dower Negroes are
held, to manumit them. And whereas among those who 
will receive freedom according to this devise, there may 
be some who from old age or bodily infirmities, and oth-
ers who on account of their infancy, that will be unable to 
support themselves; it is my will and desire that all who 
come under the first and second description shall be 
comfortably clothed and fed by my heirs while they live; 
and that such of the latter description as have no parents 
living, or if living are unable or unwilling to provide for 
them, shall be bound by the court until they shall arrive at
the age of twenty five years; and in cases where no 
record can be produced whereby their ages can be as-
certained, the judgment of the court upon its own view of 
the subject, shall be adequate and final. The Negroes 
thus bound are (by their masters or mistresses) to be 
taught to read and write and to be brought up to some 
useful occupation agreeably to the laws of the Common-
wealth of Virginia providing for the support of orphan and 
other poor children. And I do hereby expressly forbid the 
sale or transportation out of the said Commonwealth of 
any slave I may die possessed of, under any pretense 
whatsoever. And I do moreover most pointedly and most 
solemnly enjoin it upon my executors hereafter named, or
the survivors of them, to see that this clause respecting 
slaves and every part thereof be religiously fulfilled at the 
epoch at which it is directed to take place without eva-
sion, neglect or delay, after the crops which may then be 
on the ground are harvested, particularly as it respects 
the aged and infirm; Seeing that a regular and permanent
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fund be established for their support so long as there are 
subjects requiring it, not trusting to the uncertain provi-
sion to be made by individuals. And to my mulatto man, 
William (calling himself William Lee), I give immediate 
freedom; or if he should prefer it (on account of the acci-
dents which have rendered him incapable of walking or of
any active employment) to remain in the situation he now
is, it shall be optional to him to do so: In either case, how-
ever, I allow him an annuity of thirty dollars during his 
natural life, which shall be independent of the victuals 
and clothes he has been accustomed to receive, if he 
chooses the last alternative; but in full, with his freedom, 
if he prefers the first; and this I give him as a testimony of
my sense of his attachment to me, and for his faithful ser-
vices during the Revolutionary War." - Last Will and Tes-
tament, December 14, 1799
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The Declaration of IndependenceThe Declaration of Independence

(07/04/1776)

When in the course of human events, it becomes neces-
sary for one people to dissolve the political bands which 
have connected them with another, and to assume 
among the powers of the earth the separate and equal 
station to which the laws of nature and of nature’s God 
entitles them, a decent respect to the opinions of 
mankind requires that they should declare the causes 
which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. That to secure these 
rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving 
their just powers from the consent of the governed. That 
whenever any form of government becomes destructive 
of these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to 
abolish it and to institute new government, laying its foun-
dation on such principles and organizing its powers in 
such form as to them shall seem most likely to effect their
safety and happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that 
governments long established should not be changed for 
light and transient causes; and accordingly, all experi-
ence hath shown that mankind are more disposed to suf-
fer while evils are sufferable than to right themselves by 
abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But 
when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing in-
variably the same object, evinces a design to reduce 
them under absolute despotism, it is their right, it is their 
duty, to throw off such government and to provide new 
guards for their future security. Such has been the patient
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sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the neces-
sity which constrains them to alter their former systems of
governments. The history of the present King of Great 
Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, 
all having in direct object the establishment of an abso-
lute tyranny over these States. To prove this, let facts be 
submitted to a candid world.

He has refused his assent to laws, the most wholesome 
and necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass laws of immedi-
ate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their 
operation till his assent should be obtained; and when so 
suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other laws for the accommoda-
tion of large districts of people unless those people would
relinquish the right of representation in the legislature, a 
right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places un-
usual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of 
their public records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing 
them into compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved representative Houses repeatedly for 
opposing with manly firmness his invasion on the rights 
of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to
cause others to be elected; whereby the legislative pow-
ers, incapable of annihilation, have returned to the people
at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the 
meantime exposed to all the dangers of invasion from 
without and convulsions within.
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He has endeavored to prevent the population of these 
States; for that purpose obstructing the laws for natural-
ization of foreigners; refusing to pass others to encour-
age their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of 
new appropriations of lands.

He has obstructed the administration of justice by refus-
ing his assent to laws for establishing judiciary powers.

He has made judges dependent on his will alone for the 
tenure of their offices and the amount and payment of 
their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of new offices and sent hither
swarms of officers to harass our people and eat out their 
substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, standing 
armies without the consent of our legislature.

He has affected to render the military independent of and
superior to the civil power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdic-
tion foreign to our constitution and unacknowledged by 
our laws; giving his assent to their acts of pretended leg-
islation:

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:

For protecting them, by a mock trial, from punishment for 
any murders which they should commit on the inhabitants
of these States:

For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world:

For imposing taxes on us without our consent:
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For depriving us in many cases of the benefits of trial by 
jury:

For transporting us beyond seas to be tried for pretended
offenses:

For abolishing the free system of English laws in a neigh-
boring province, establishing therein an arbitrary govern-
ment, and enlarging its boundaries so as to ren-der it at 
once an example and fit instrument for introducing the 
same absolute rule into these Colonies:

For taking away our charters, abolishing our most valu-
able laws, and altering fundamentally the forms of our 
governments:

For suspending our own legislatures, and declaring them-
selves invested with power to legislate for us in all cases 
whatsoever.

He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out 
of his protection and waging war against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt 
our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.

He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign 
mercenaries to compleat the works of death, desolation 
and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of cruelty 
and perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous 
ages, and totally unworthy the head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow citizens taken captive on 
the high Seas to bear Arms against their country, to be-
come the executioners of their friends and brethren, or to 
fall themselves by their hands.
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He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and 
has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our fron-
tiers, the merciless Indian savages, whose known rule of 
warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, 
sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these oppressions we have petitioned 
for redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated peti-
tions have been answered only by repeated injury. A 
Prince whose character is thus marked by every act 
which may define a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free 
people.

Nor have we been wanting in attentions to our Brittish 
brethren. We have warned them from time to time of at-
tempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable ju-
risdiction over us. We have reminded them of the circum-
stances of our emigration and settlement here. We have 
appealed to their native justice and magnanimity and we 
have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to
disavow these usurpations which would inevitably inter-
rupt our connections and correspondence. They, too, 
have been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguin-
ity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity which 
denounces our separation and hold them, as we hold the 
rest of mankind, enemies in war, in peace friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States 
of America, in general Congress assembled, appealing to
the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our 
intentions, do, in the name and by the authority of the 
good people of these Colonies, solemnly publish and de-
clare that these United Colonies are, and of right ought to
be, free and independent States; that they are absolved 
from all allegiance to the British Crown and that all politi-
cal connection between them and the State of Great 
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Britain is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as 
free and independent States, they have full power to levy 
war, conclude peace, contract alliance, establish com-
merce, and do all other acts and things which indepen-
dent States may of right do. And for the support of this 
Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of Di-
vine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our 
lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor.

Signers of the Declaration of Independence

NEW HAMPSHIRE: Josiah Bartlett, William Whipple, 
Matthew Thornton

MASSACHUSETTS: John Hancock, John Adams, 
Samuel Adams, Robert Treat Paine

RHODE ISLAND: Elbridge Gerry, Stephen Hopkins, 
William Ellery

CONNECTICUT: Roger Sherman, Samuel Huntington, 
William Williams, Oliver Wolcott

NEW YORK: William Floyd, Philip Livingston, Francis 
Lewis, Lewis Morris

NEW JERSEY: Richard Stockton, John Witherspoon, 
Francis Hopkinson, John Hart, Abraham Clark

PENNSYLVANIA: Robert Morris, Benjamin Rush, Ben-
jamin Franklin, John Morton, George Clymer, James 
Smith, George Taylor, James Wilson, George Ross

DELAWARE: Ceasar Rodney, George Read, Thomas 
McKean
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MARYLAND: Samuel Chase, Thomas Stone, William 
Paca, Charles Carroll of Carrollton

VIRGINIA: George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Thomas 
Jefferson, Benjamin Harrison, Thomas Nelson, Jr., Fran-
cis Lightfoot Lee, Carter Braxton

NORTH CAROLINA: William Hooper, Joseph Hewes, 
John Penn

SOUTH CAROLINA: Edward Rutledge, Thomas Hey-
ward, Jr., Thomas Lynch, Jr., Authur Middleton

GEORGIA: Button Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, George Walton
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The Treaty of Paris (1783)The Treaty of Paris (1783)

The end of the Revolutionary War

The Treaty of Paris, signed on September 3, 1783, rati-
fied by the Congress of the Confederation on January 14,
1784, and by the King of Great Britain on April 9, 1784 
(the ratification documents were exchanged in Paris on 
May 12, 1784), formally ended the American Revolution-
ary War between the Kingdom of Great Britain and the 
United States of America, which had rebelled against 
British rule.

In the name of the most holy and undivided Trinity.

It having pleased the Divine Providence to dispose the 
hearts of the most serene and most potent Prince 
George the Third, by the grace of God, king of Great 
Britain, France, and Ireland, defender of the faith, duke of
Brunswick and Lunebourg, arch- treasurer and prince 
elector of the Holy Roman Empire etc., and of the United 
States of America, to forget all past misunderstandings 
and differences that have unhappily interrupted the good 
correspondence and friendship which they mutually wish 
to restore, and to establish such a beneficial and satisfac-
tory intercourse , between the two countries upon the 
ground of reciprocal advantages and mutual convenience
as may promote and secure to both perpetual peace and 
harmony; and having for this desirable end already laid 
the foundation of peace and reconciliation by the Provi-
sional Articles signed at Paris on the 30th of November 
1782, by the commissioners empowered on each part, 
which articles were agreed to be inserted in and consti-
tute the Treaty of Peace proposed to be concluded be-
tween the Crown of Great Britain and the said United 
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States, but which treaty was not to be concluded until 
terms of peace should be agreed upon between Great 
Britain and France and his Britannic Majesty should be 
ready to conclude such treaty accordingly; and the treaty 
between Great Britain and France having since been 
concluded, his Britannic Majesty and the United States of
America, in order to carry into full effect the Provisional 
Articles above mentioned, according to the tenor thereof, 
have constituted and appointed, that is to say his Britan-
nic Majesty on his part, David Hartley, Esqr., member of 
the Parliament of Great Britain, and the said United 
States on their part, John Adams, Esqr., late a commis-
sioner of the United States of America at the court of Ver-
sailles, late delegate in Congress from the state of Mass-
achusetts, and chief justice of the said state, and minister
plenipotentiary of the said United States to their high 
mightinesses the States General of the United Nether-
lands; Benjamin Franklin, Esqr., late delegate in Con-
gress from the state of Pennsylvania, president of the 
convention of the said state, and minister plenipotentiary 
from the United States of America at the court of Ver-
sailles; John Jay, Esqr., late president of Congress and 
chief justice of the state of New York, and minister 
plenipotentiary from the said United States at the court of
Madrid; to be plenipotentiaries for the concluding and 
signing the present definitive treaty; who after having re-
ciprocally communicated their respective full powers 
have agreed upon and confirmed the following articles.

Article 1:

His Brittanic Majesty acknowledges the said United 
States, viz., New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode
Island and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia, to 
be free sovereign and independent states, that he treats 
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with them as such, and for himself, his heirs, and succes-
sors, relinquishes all claims to the government, propriety,
and territorial rights of the same and every part thereof.

Article 2:

And that all disputes which might arise in future on the 
subject of the boundaries of the said United States may 
be prevented, it is hereby agreed and declared, that the 
following are and shall be their boundaries, viz.; from the 
northwest angle of Nova Scotia, viz., that nagle which is 
formed by a line drawn due north from the source of St. 
Croix River to the highlands; along the said highlands 
which divide those rivers that empty themselves into the 
river St. Lawrence, from those which fall into the Atlantic 
Ocean, to the northwesternmost head of Connecticut 
River; thence down along the middle of that river to the 
forty-fifth degree of north latitude; from thence by a line 
due west on said latitude until it strikes the river Iroquois 
or Cataraquy; thence along the middle of said river into 
Lake Ontario; through the middle of said lake until it 
strikes the communication by water between that lake 
and Lake Erie; thence along the middle of said communi-
cation into Lake Erie, through the middle of said lake until
it arrives at the water communication between that lake 
and Lake Huron; thence along the middle of said water 
communication into Lake Huron, thence through the mid-
dle of said lake to the water communication between that 
lake and Lake Superior; thence through Lake Superior 
northward of the Isles Royal and Phelipeaux to the Long 
Lake; thence through the middle of said Long Lake and 
the water communication between it and the Lake of the 
Woods, to the said Lake of the Woods; thence through 
the said lake to the most northwesternmost point thereof, 
and from thence on a due west course to the river Missis-
sippi; thence by a line to be drawn along the middle of 
the said river Mississippi until it shall intersect the north-
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ernmost part of the thirty-first degree of north latitude, 
South, by a line to be drawn due east from the determi-
nation of the line last mentioned in the latitude of thirty-
one degrees of the equator, to the middle of the river 
Apalachicola or Catahouche; thence along the middle 
thereof to its junction with the Flint River, thence straight 
to the head of Saint Mary's River; and thence down along
the middle of Saint Mary's River to the Atlantic Ocean; 
east, by a line to be drawn along the middle of the river 
Saint Croix, from its mouth in the Bay of Fundy to its 
source, and from its source directly north to the aforesaid
highlands which divide the rivers that fall into the Atlantic 
Ocean from those which fall into the river Saint 
Lawrence; comprehending all islands within twenty 
leagues of any part of the shores of the United States, 
and lying between lines to be drawn due east from the 
points where the aforesaid boundaries between Nova 
Scotia on the one part and East Florida on the other 
shall, respectively, touch the Bay of Fundy and the At-
lantic Ocean, excepting such islands as now are or 
heretofore have been within the limits of the said prov-
ince of Nova Scotia.

Article 3:

It is agreed that the people of the United States shall con-
tinue to enjoy unmolested the right to take fish of every 
kind on the Grand Bank and on all the other banks of 
Newfoundland, also in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence and at 
all other places in the sea, where the inhabitants of both 
countries used at any time heretofore to fish. And also 
that the inhabitants of the United States shall have liberty
to take fish of every kind on such part of the coast of 
Newfoundland as British fishermen shall use, (but not to 
dry or cure the same on that island) and also on the 
coasts, bays and creeks of all other of his Brittanic 
Majesty's dominions in America; and that the American 
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fishermen shall have liberty to dry and cure fish in any of 
the unsettled bays, harbors, and creeks of Nova Scotia, 
Magdalen Islands, and Labrador, so long as the same 
shall remain unsettled, but so soon as the same or either 
of them shall be settled, it shall not be lawful for the said 
fishermen to dry or cure fish at such settlement without a 
previous agreement for that purpose with the inhabitants,
proprietors, or possessors of the ground.

Article 4:

It is agreed that creditors on either side shall meet with 
no lawful impediment to the recovery of the full value in 
sterling money of all bona fide debts heretofore con-
tracted.

Article 5:

It is agreed that Congress shall earnestly recommend it 
to the legislatures of the respective states to provide for 
the restitution of all estates, rights, and properties, which 
have been confiscated belonging to real British subjects; 
and also of the estates, rights, and properties of persons 
resident in districts in the possession on his Majesty's 
arms and who have not borne arms against the said 
United States. And that persons of any other decription 
shall have free liberty to go to any part or parts of any of 
the thirteen United States and therein to remain twelve 
months unmolested in their endeavors to obtain the resti-
tution of such of their estates, rights, and properties as 
may have been confiscated; and that Congress shall also
earnestly recommend to the several states a reconsider-
ation and revision of all acts or laws regarding the 
premises, so as to render the said laws or acts perfectly 
consistent not only with justice and equity but with that 
spirit of conciliation which on the return of the blessings 
of peace should universally prevail. And that Congress 
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shall also earnestly recommend to the several states that
the estates, rights, and properties, of such last mentioned
persons shall be restored to them, they refunding to any 
persons who may be now in possession the bona fide 
price (where any has been given) which such persons 
may have paid on purchasing any of the said lands, 
rights, or properties since the confiscation.

And it is agreed that all persons who have any interest in 
confiscated lands, either by debts, marriage settlements, 
or otherwise, shall meet with no lawful impediment in the 
prosecution of their just rights.

Article 6:

That there shall be no future confiscations made nor any 
prosecutions commenced against any person or persons 
for, or by reason of, the part which he or they may have 
taken in the present war, and that no person shall on that
account suffer any future loss or damage, either in his 
person, liberty, or property; and that those who may be in
confinement on such charges at the time of the ratifica-
tion of the treaty in America shall be immediately set at 
liberty, and the prosecutions so commenced be discon-
tinued.

Article 7:

There shall be a firm and perpetual peace between his 
Brittanic Majesty and the said states, and between the 
subjects of the one and the citizens of the other, where-
fore all hostilities both by sea and land shall from hence-
forth cease. All prisoners on both sides shall be set at lib-
erty, and his Brittanic Majesty shall with all convenient 
speed, and without causing any destruction, or carrying 
away any Negroes or other property of the American in-
habitants, withdraw all his armies, garrisons, and fleets 
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from the said United States, and from every post, place, 
and harbor within the same; leaving in all fortifications, 
the American artilery that may be therein; and shall also 
order and cause all archives, records, deeds, and papers
belonging to any of the said states, or their citizens, 
which in the course of the war may have fallen into the 
hands of his officers, to be forthwith restored and deliv-
ered to the proper states and persons to whom they be-
long.

Article 8:

The navigation of the river Mississippi, from its source to 
the ocean, shall forever remain free and open to the sub-
jects of Great Britain and the citizens of the United 
States.

Article 9:

In case it should so happen that any place or territory be-
longing to Great Britain or to the United States should 
have been conquered by the arms of either from the 
other before the arrival of the said Provisional Articles in 
America, it is agreed that the same shall be restored 
without difficulty and without requiring any compensation.

Article 10:

The solemn ratifications of the present treaty expedited in
good and due form shall be exchanged between the con-
tracting parties in the space of six months or sooner, if 
possible, to be computed from the day of the signatures 
of the present treaty. In witness whereof we the under-
signed, their ministers plenipotentiary, have in their name
and in virtue of our full powers, signed with our hands the
present definitive treaty and caused the seals of our arms
to be affixed thereto.
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Done at Paris, this third day of September in the year of 
our Lord, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three.

D. HARTLEY (SEAL) JOHN ADAMS (SEAL) B. 
FRANKLIN (SEAL) JOHN JAY (SEAL)

Source: Jackson's Oxford Journal, England, October 4, 
1783.
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The Articles of Confederation and PerpetualThe Articles of Confederation and Perpetual
Union (1777)Union (1777)

To all to whom these Presents shall come, we the under-
signed Delegates of the States affixed to our Names, 
send greeting.

Whereas the Delegates of the United States of America, 
in Congress assembled, did, on the 15th day of Novem-
ber, in the Year of Our Lord One thousand Seven Hun-
dred and Seventy seven, and in the Second Year of the 
Independence of America, agree to certain articles of 
Confederation and perpetual Union between the States 
of New-hampshire, Massachusetts-bay, Rhodeisland and
Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
North-Carolina, South-Carolina, and Georgia in the words
following, viz. "Articles of Confederation and perpetual 
Union between the states of New-hampshire, Massachu-
setts-bay, Rhodeisland and Providence Plantations, Con-
necticut, New-York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, Dela-
ware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina 
and Georgia".

Article I.
The Stile of this confederacy shall be "The United States 
of America."

Article II.
Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom, and indepen-
dence, and every Power, Jurisdiction and right, which is 
not by this confederation expressly delegated to the 
United States, in Congress assembled.

Article III.
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The said states hereby severally enter into a firm league 
of friendship with each other, for their common defence, 
the security of their Liberties, and their mutual and gen-
eral welfare, binding themselves to assist each other, 
against all force offered to, or attacks made upon them, 
or any of them, on account of religion, sovereignty, trade,
or any other pretence whatever.

Article IV.
The better to secure and perpetuate mutual friendship 
and intercourse among the people of the different states 
in this union, the free inhabitants of each of these states, 
paupers, vagabonds and fugitives from justice excepted, 
shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities of free 
citizens in the several states; and the people of each 
state shall have free ingress and regress to and from any
other state, and shall enjoy therein all the privileges of 
trade and commerce, subject to the same duties imposi-
tions and restrictions as the inhabitants thereof respec-
tively, provided that such restriction shall not extend so 
far as to prevent the removal of property imported into 
any state, to any other state, of which the Owner is an in-
habitant; provided also that no imposition, duties or re-
striction shall be laid by any state, on the property of the 
united states, or either of them. If any Person guilty of, or 
charged with treason, felony, — or other high misde-
meanor in any state, shall flee from Justice, and be found
in any of the united states, he shall, upon demand of the 
Governor or executive power, of the state from which he 
fled, be delivered up and removed to the state having ju-
risdiction of his offence. Full faith and credit shall be 
given in each of these states to the records, acts and ju-
dicial proceedings of the courts and magistrates of every 
other state.

Article V.
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For the more convenient management of the general in-
terests of the united states, delegates shall be annually 
appointed in such manner as the legislature of each state
shall direct, to meet in Congress on the first Monday in 
November, in every year, with a power reserved to each 
state, to recal its delegates, or any of them, at any time 
within the year, and to send others in their stead, for the 
remainder of the Year.

No state shall be represented in Congress by less than 
two, nor by more than seven Members; and no person 
shall be capable of being a delegate for more than three 
years in any term of six years; nor shall any person, be-
ing a delegate, be capable of holding any office under the
united states, for which he, or another for his benefit re-
ceives any salary, fees or emolument of any kind.

Each state shall maintain its own delegates in a meeting 
of the states, and while they act as members of the com-
mittee of the states. In determining questions in the 
united states in Congress assembled, each state shall 
have one vote.

Freedom of speech and debate in Congress shall not be 
impeached or questioned in any Court, or place out of 
Congress, and the members of congress shall be pro-
tected in their persons from arrests and imprisonments, 
during the time of their going to and from, and attendance
on congress, except for treason, felony, or breach of the 
peace.

Article VI.
No state, without the Consent of the united states in con-
gress assembled, shall send any embassy to, or receive 
any embassy from, or enter into any conference agree-
ment, alliance or treaty with any King prince or state; nor 
shall any person holding any office of profit or trust under 
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the united states, or any of them, accept of any present, 
emolument, office or title of any kind whatever from any 
king, prince or foreign state; nor shall the united states in 
congress assembled, or any of them, grant any title of 
nobility.

No two or more states shall enter into any treaty, confed-
eration or alliance whatever between them, without the 
consent of the united states in congress assembled, 
specifying accurately the purposes for which the same is 
to be entered into, and how long it shall continue.

No state shall lay any imposts or duties, which may inter-
fere with any stipulations in treaties, entered into by the 
united states in congress assembled, with any king, 
prince or state, in pursuance of any treaties already pro-
posed by congress, to the courts of France and Spain.

No vessels of war shall be kept up in time of peace by 
any state, except such number only, as shall be deemed 
necessary by the united states in congress assembled, 
for the defence of such state, or its trade; nor shall any 
body of forces be kept up by any state, in time of peace, 
except such number only, as in the judgment of the 
united states, in congress assembled, shall be deemed 
requisite to garrison the forts necessary for the defence 
of such state; but every state shall always keep up a well 
regulated and disciplined militia, sufficiently armed and 
accoutered, and shall provide and constantly have ready 
for use, in public stores, a due number of field pieces and
tents, and a proper quantity of arms, ammunition and 
camp equipage. No state shall engage in any war without
the consent of the united states in congress assembled, 
unless such state be actually invaded by enemies, or 
shall have received certain advice of a resolution being 
formed by some nation of Indians to invade such state, 
and the danger is so imminent as not to admit of a delay 
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till the united states in congress assembled can be con-
sulted: nor shall any state grant commissions to any 
ships or vessels of war, nor letters of marque or reprisal, 
except it be after a declaration of war by the united states
in congress assembled, and then only against the king-
dom or state and the subjects thereof, against which war 
has been so declared, and under such regulations as 
shall be established by the united states in congress as-
sembled, unless such state be infested by pirates, in 
which case vessels of war may be fitted out for that occa-
sion, and kept so long as the danger shall continue, or 
until the united states in congress assembled, shall deter-
mine otherwise.

Article VII.
When land-forces are raised by any state for the common
defence, all officers of or under the rank of colonel, shall 
be appointed by the legislature of each state respectively,
by whom such forces shall be raised, or in such manner 
as such state shall direct, and all vacancies shall be filled
up by the State which first made the appointment.

Article VIII.
All charges of war, and all other expences that shall be 
incurred for the common defence or general welfare, and 
allowed by the united states in congress assembled, shall
be def rayed out of a common treasury, which shall be 
supplied by the several states in proportion to the value 
of all land within each state, granted to or surveyed for 
any Person, as such land and the buildings and improve-
ments thereon shall be estimated according to such 
mode as the united states in congress assembled, shall 
from time to time direct and appoint.

The taxes for paying that proportion shall be laid and 
levied by the authority and direction of the legislatures of 
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the several states within the time agreed upon by the 
united states in congress assembled.

Article IX.
The united states in congress assembled, shall have the 
sole and exclusive right and power of determining on 
peace and war, except in the cases mentioned in the 
sixth article — of sending and receiving ambassadors — 
entering into treaties and alliances, provided that no 
treaty of commerce shall be made whereby the legislative
power of the respective states shall be restrained from 
imposing such imposts and duties on foreigners as their 
own people are subjected to, or from prohibiting the ex-
portation or importation of any species of goods or com-
modities, whatsoever — of establishing rules for deciding
in all cases, what captures on land or water shall be le-
gal, and in what manner prizes taken by land or naval 
forces in the service of the united states shall be divided 
or appropriated — of granting letters of marque and 
reprisal in times of peace — appointing courts for the trial
of piracies and felonies committed on the high seas and 
establishing courts for receiving and determining finally 
appeals in all cases of captures, provided that no mem-
ber of congress shall be appointed a judge of any of the 
said courts.

The united states in congress assembled shall also be 
the last resort on appeal in all disputes and differences 
now subsisting or that hereafter may arise between two 
or more states concerning boundary, jurisdiction or any 
other cause whatever; which authority shall always be 
exercised in the manner following. Whenever the legisla-
tive or executive authority or lawful agent of any state in 
controversy with another shall present a petition to con-
gress stating the matter in question and praying for a 
hearing, notice thereof shall be given by order of con-
gress to the legislative or executive authority of the other 
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state in controversy, and a day assigned for the appear-
ance of the parties by their lawful agents, who shall then 
be directed to appoint by joint consent, commissioners or
judges to constitute a court for hearing and determining 
the matter in question: but if they cannot agree, congress
shall name three persons out of each of the united states,
and from the list of such persons each party shall alter-
nately strike out one, the petitioners beginning, until the 
number shall be reduced to thirteen; and from that num-
ber not less than seven, nor more than nine names as 
congress shall direct, shall in the presence of congress 
be drawn out by lot, and the persons whose names shall 
be so drawn or any five of them, shall be commissioners 
or judges, to hear and finally determine the controversy, 
so always as a major part of the judges who shall hear 
the cause shall agree in the determination: and if either 
party shall neglect to attend at the day appointed, without
showing reasons, which congress shall judge sufficient, 
or being present shall refuse to strike, the congress shall 
proceed to nominate three persons out of each state, and
the secretary of congress shall strike in behalf of such 
party absent or refusing; and the judgment and sentence 
of the court to be appointed, in the manner before pre-
scribed, shall be final and conclusive; and if any of the 
parties shall refuse to submit to the authority of such 
court, or to appear or defend their claim or cause, the 
court shall nevertheless proceed to pronounce sentence, 
or judgment, which shall in like manner be final and deci-
sive, the judgment or sentence and other proceedings 
being in either case transmitted to congress, and lodged 
among the acts of congress for the security of the parties 
concerned: provided that every commissioner, before he 
sits in judgment, shall take an oath to be administered by 
one of the judges of the supreme or superior court of the 
state, where the cause shall be tried, "well and truly to 
hear and determine the matter in question, according to 
the best of his judgment, without favour, affection or hope
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of reward:" provided also, that no state shall be deprived 
of territory for the benefit of the united states.

All controversies concerning the private right of soil 
claimed under different grants of two or more states, 
whose jurisdictions as they may respect such lands, and 
the states which passed such grants are adjusted, the 
said grants or either of them being at the same time 
claimed to have originated antecedent to such settlement
of jurisdiction, shall on the petition of either party to the 
congress of the united states, be finally determined as 
near as may be in the same manner as is before pre-
scribed for deciding disputes respecting territorial jurisdic-
tion between different states.

The united states in congress assembled shall also have 
the sole and exclusive right and power of regulating the 
alloy and value of coin struck by their own authority, or by
that of the respective states — fixing the standard of 
weights and measures throughout the united states — 
regulating the trade and managing all affairs with the Indi-
ans, not members of any of the states, provided that the 
legislative right of any state within its own limits be not in-
fringed or violated — establishing or regulating post of-
fices from one state to another, throughout all the united 
states, and exacting such postage on the papers passing
thro' the same as may be requisite to defray the ex-
pences of the said office — appointing all officers of the 
land forces, in the service of the united states, excepting 
regimental officers — appointing all the officers of the 
naval forces, and commissioning all officers whatever in 
the service of the united states — making rules for the 
government and regulation of the said land and naval 
forces, and directing their operations.

The united states in congress assembled shall have au-
thority to appoint a committee, to sit in the recess of con-
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gress, to be denominated "A Committee of the States," 
and to consist of one delegate from each state; and to 
appoint such other committees and civil officers as may 
be necessary for managing the general affairs of the 
united states under their direction — to appoint one of 
their number to preside, provided that no person be al-
lowed to serve in the office of president more than one 
year in any term of three years; to ascertain the neces-
sary sums of money to be raised for the service of the 
united states, and to appropriate and apply the same for 
defraying the public expences to borrow money, or emit 
bills on the credit of the united states, transmitting every 
half year to the respective states an account of the sums 
of money so borrowed or emitted, — to build and equip a 
navy — to agree upon the number of land forces, and to 
make requisitions from each state for its quota, in propor-
tion to the number of white inhabitants in such state; 
which requisition shall be binding, and thereupon the leg-
islature of each state shall appoint the regimental offi-
cers, raise the men and cloth, arm and equip them in a 
soldier like manner, at the expence of the united states; 
and the officers and men so cloathed, armed and 
quipped shall march to the place appointed, and within 
the time agreed on by the united states in congress as-
sembled: But if the united states in congress assembled 
shall, on consideration of circumstances judge proper 
that any state should not raise men, or should raise a 
smaller number than its quota, and that any other state 
should raise a greater number of men than the quota 
thereof, such extra number shall be raised, officered, 
cloathed, armed and equipped in the same manner as 
the quota of such state, unless the legislature of such sta 
te shall judge that such extra number cannot be safely 
spared out of the same, in which case they shall raise of-
ficer, cloath, arm and equip as many of such extra num-
ber as they judge can be safely spared. And the officers 
and men so cloathed, armed and equipped, shall march 
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to the place appointed, and within the time agreed on by 
the united states in congress assembled.

The united states in congress assembled shall never en-
gage in a war, nor grant letters of marque and reprisal in 
time of peace, nor enter into any treaties or alliances, nor
coin money, nor regulate the value thereof, nor ascertain 
the sums and expences necessary for the defence and 
welfare of the united states, or any of them, nor emit bills,
nor borrow money on the credit of the united states, nor 
appropriate money, nor agree upon the number of ves-
sels of war, to be built or purchased, or the number of 
land or sea forces to be raised, nor appoint a commander
in chief of the army or navy, unless nine states assent to 
the same: nor shall a question on any other point, except 
for adjourning from day to day be determined, unless by 
the votes of a majority of the united states in congress 
assembled.

The congress of the united states shall have power to ad-
journ to any time within the year, and to any place within 
the united states, so that no period of adjournment be for 
a longer duration than the space of six Months, and shall 
publish the Journal of their proceedings monthly, except 
such parts thereof relating to treaties, alliances or military
operations, as in their judgment require secrecy; and the 
yeas and nays of the delegates of each state on any 
question shall be entered on the Journal, when it is de-
sired by any delegate; and the delegates of a state, or 
any of them, at his or their request shall be furnished with
a transcript of the said Journal, except such parts as are 
above excepted, to lay before the legislatures of the sev-
eral states.

Article X.
The committee of the states, or any nine of them, shall be
authorized to execute, in the recess of congress, such of 
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the powers of congress as the united states in congress 
assembled, by the consent of nine states, shall from time 
to time think expedient to vest them with; provided that 
no power be delegated to the said committee, for the ex-
ercise of which, by the articles of confederation, the voice
of nine states in the congress of the united states assem-
bled is requisite.

Article XI.
Canada acceding to this confederation, and joining in the 
measures of the united states, shall be admitted into, and
entitled to all the advantages of this union: but no other 
colony shall be admitted into the same, unless such ad-
mission be agreed to by nine states.

Article XII.
All bills of credit emitted, monies borrowed and debts 
contracted by, or under the authority of congress, before 
the assembling of the united states, in pursuance of the 
present confederation, shall be deemed and considered 
as a charge against the united states, for payment and 
satisfaction whereof the said united states, and the public
faith are hereby solemnly pledged.

Article XIII.
Every state shall abide by the determinations of the 
united states in congress assembled, on all questions 
which by this confederation are submitted to them. And 
the Articles of this confederation shall be inviolably ob-
served by every state, and the union shall be perpetual; 
nor shall any alteration at any time hereafter be made in 
any of them; unless such alteration be agreed to in a con-
gress of the united states, and be afterwards confirmed 
by the legislatures of every state.

And Whereas it hath pleased the Great Governor of the 
World to incline the hearts of the legislatures we respec-
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tively represent in congress, to approve of, and to autho-
rize us to ratify the said articles of confederation and per-
petual union. Know Ye that we the undersigned dele-
gates, by virtue of the power and authority to us given for 
that pur pose, do by these presents, in the name and in 
behalf of our respective constituents, fully and entirely 
ratify and confirm each and every of the said articles of 
confederation and perpetual union, and all and singular 
the matters and things therein contained: And we do fur-
ther solemnly plight and engage the faith of our respec-
tive constituents, that they shall abide by the determina-
tions of the united states in congress assembled, on all 
questions, which by the said confederation are submitted 
to them. And that the articles thereof shall be inviolably 
observed by the states we respectively represent, and 
that the union shall be perpetual.

In Witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands in 
Congress. Done at Philadelphia in the state of Pennsyl-
vania the ninth day of July in the Year of our Lord one 
Thousand seven Hundred and Seventy-eight, and in the 
third year of the independence of America.

On the part of & behalf of the State of New
Hampshire:

    Josiah Bartlett
    John Wentworth. Junr; August 8th, 1778

On the part and behalf of the State of Rhode-Island
and Providence Plantations:

    William Ellery
    Henry Marchant
    John Collins

On the part and behalf of the State of New York:
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    Jas Duane
    Fra: Lewis
    Wm Duer
    Gouvr Morris

On the part and behalf of the State of Pennsylvania:

    Robert Morris
    Daniel Roberdeau
    Jon. Bayard Smith
    William Clingan
    Joseph Reed; 22d July, 1778

On the part and behalf of the State of Maryland:

    John Hanson; March 1, 1781
    Daniel Carroll, do.

On the part and behalf of the State of North Carolina:

    John Penn; July 21st, 1778
    Corns Harnett
    Jno Williams

On the part and behalf of the State of Georgia:

    Jno Walton; 24th July, 1778
    Edwd Telfair
    Edwd Langworthy

On the part of & behalf of the State of Massachusetts
Bay:

    John Hancock
    Samuel Adams
    Elbridge Gerry
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    Francis Dana
    James Lovell
    Samuel Holten

On the part and behalf of the State of Connecticut:

    Roger Sherman
    Samuel Huntington
    Oliver Wolcott
    Titus Hosmer
    Andrew Adams

On the Part and in Behalf of the State of New Jersey,
November 26th, 1778:

    Jno Witherspoon
    Nathl Scudder

On the part and behalf of the State of Delaware:

    Thos McKean; Febr 22d, 1779
    John Dickinson; May 5th, 1779
    Nicholas Van Dyke

On the part and behalf of the State of Virginia:

    Richard Henry Lee
    John Banister
    Thomas Adams
    Jno Harvie
    Francis Lightfoot Lee

On the part and behalf of the State of South Carolina:

    Henry Laurens
    William Henry Drayton
    Jno Mathews
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    Richd Hutson
    Thos Heyward, junr.
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Letter from the Federal Convention PresidentLetter from the Federal Convention President
to the President of Congress, Transmittingto the President of Congress, Transmitting

the Constitutionthe Constitution

September 17, 1787

Sir,

We have now the honor to submit to the consideration of 
the United States in Congress assembled, that Constitu-
tion which has appeared to us the most advisable.

The friends of our country have long seen and desired, 
that the power of making war, peace, and treaties, that of
levying money and regulating commerce, and the corre-
spondent executive and judicial authorities should be fully
and effectually vested in the general government of the 
Union: But the impropriety of delegating such extensive 
trust to one body of men is evident — Hence results the 
necessity of a different organization.

It is obviously impractical in the federal government of 
these states, to secure all rights of independent 
sovereignty to each, and yet provide for the interest and 
safety of all: Individuals entering into society, must give 
up a share of liberty to preserve the rest. The magnitude 
of the sacrifice must depend as well on situation and cir-
cumstances, as on the object to be obtained. It is at all 
times difficult to draw with precision the line between 
those rights which must be surrendered, and those which
may be reserved; and on the present occasion this diffi-
culty was encreased by a difference among the several 
states as to their situation, extent, habits, and particular 
interests.
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In all our deliberations on this subject we kept steadily in 
our view, that which appears to us the greatest interest of
every true American, the consolidation of our Union, in 
which is involved our prosperity, felicity, safety, perhaps 
our national existence. This important consideration, seri-
ously and deeply impressed on our minds, led each state
in the Convention to be less rigid on points of inferior 
magnitude, than might have been otherwise expected; 
and thus the Constitution, which we now present, is the 
result of a spirit of amity, and of that mutual deference 
and concession which the peculiarity of our political situa-
tion rendered indispensable.

That it will meet the full and entire approbation of every 
state is not perhaps to be expected; but each will doubt-
less consider that had her interest been alone consulted, 
the consequences might have been particularly disagree-
able or injurious to others; that it is liable to as few excep-
tions as could reasonably have been expected, we hope 
and believe; that it may promote the lasting welfare of 
that country so dear to us all, and secure her freedom 
and happiness, is our most ardent wish.

With great respect, We have the honor to be, Sir, Your 
Excellency's most obedient and humble servants,

George Washington, President By unanimous Order of 
the Convention.

His Excellency, the President of Congress
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The Constitution of the United States ofThe Constitution of the United States of
AmericaAmerica

PREAMBLE

We the people of the United States, in order to form a 
more perfect Union, establish justice, insure domestic 
tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the 
general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to 
ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this 
Constitution for the United States of America.

ARTICLE I

Section 1. All legislative powers herein granted shall be 
vested in a Congress of the United States which shall 
consist of a Senate and House of Representatives.

Section 2. The House of Representatives shall be com-
posed of members chosen every second year by the 
people of the several States, and the electors in each 
State shall have the qualifications requisite for electors of
the most numerous branch of the State legislature.

No person shall be a Representative who shall not have 
attained to the age of twenty-five years and been seven 
years a citizen of the United States, and who shall not, 
when elected, be an inhabitant of that State in which he 
shall be chosen.

Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned 
among the several States which may be included within 
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this Union, according to their respective numbers, which 
shall be determined by adding to the whole number of 
free persons, including those bound to service for a term 
of years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of 
all other persons. [The preceding portion in italics is 
amended by the Fourteenth Amendment, Section 2.] The
actual enumeration shall be made within three years after
the first meeting of the Congress of the United States, 
and within every subsequent term of ten years, in such 
manner as they shall by law direct. The number of Repre-
sentatives shall not exceed one for every thirty thousand 
but each State shall have at least one Representative; 
and until such enumeration shall be made, the State of 
New Hampshire shall be entitled to choose three, Massa-
chusetts eight, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations 
one, Connecticut five, New York six; New Jersey four, 
Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia 
ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and Georgia
three.

When vacancies happen in the representation from any 
State, the executive authority thereof shall issue writs of 
election to fill such vacancies.

The House of Representatives shall choose their 
Speaker and other officers; and shall have the sole 
power of impeachment.

Section 3. The Senate of the United States shall be com-
posed of two Senators from each State, chosen by the 
legislature thereof, for six years; and each Senator shall 
have one vote.

Immediately after they shall be assembled in conse-
quence of the first election, they shall be divided as 
equally as may be into three classes. The seats of the 
Senators of the first class shall be vacated at the expira-
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tion of the second year, of the second class at the expira-
tion of the fourth year, and of the third class at the expira-
tion of the sixth year, so that one-third may be chosen ev-
ery second year; and if vacancies happen by resignation,
or otherwise, during the recess of the legislature of any 
State, the Executive thereof may make temporary ap-
pointments until the next meeting of the legislature, which
shall then fill such vacancies.

No person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained
to the age of thirty years and been nine years a citizen of 
the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be 
an inhabitant of that State for which he shall be chosen.

The Vice-President of the United States shall be Presi-
dent of the Senate but shall have no vote unless they be 
equally divided.

The Senate shall choose their other officers, and also a 
President pro tempore, in the absence of the Vice-Presi-
dent, or when he shall exercise the office of President of 
the United States.

The Senate shall have the sole power to try all impeach-
ments. When sitting for that purpose, they shall be on 
oath or affirmation. When the President of the United 
States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside: and no 
person shall be convicted without the concurrence of two 
thirds of the members present.

Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not extend fur-
ther than to removal from office and disqualification to 
hold and enjoy any office of honor, trust, or profit under 
the United States: but the party convicted shall neverthe-
less be liable and subject to indictment, trial, judgment 
and punishment according to Law.
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Section 4. The times, places, and manner of holding 
elections for Senators and Representatives shall be pre-
scribed in each State by the legislature thereof; but the 
Congress may at any time by law make or alter such reg-
ulations except as to the places of choosing Senators.

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year,
and such meeting shall be on the first Monday in Decem-
ber, unless they shall by law appoint a different day.

Section 5. Each House shall be the judge of the elec-
tions, returns, and qualifications of its own members, and
a majority of each shall constitute a quorum to do busi-
ness; but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day 
and may be authorized to compel the attendance of ab-
sent members, in such manner, and under such penalties
as each House may provide.

Each House may determine the rules of its proceedings, 
punish its members for disorderly behavior, and, with the 
concurrence of two thirds, expel a member.

Each House shall keep a journal of its proceedings and 
from time to time publish the same, excepting such parts 
as may in their judgment require secrecy; and the yeas 
and nays of the members of either House on any ques-
tion shall, at the desire of one fifth of those present, be 
entered on the Journal.

Neither House, during the session of Congress, shall, 
without the consent of the other, adjourn for more than 
three days nor to any other place than that in which the 
two Houses shall be sitting.

Section 6. The Senators and Representatives shall re-
ceive a compensation for their services, to be ascer-
tained by law, and paid out of the Treasury of the United 
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States. They shall in all cases except treason, felony, and
breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest during their
attendance at the session of their respective Houses and 
in going to and returning from the same; and for any 
speech or debate in either House they shall not be ques-
tioned in any other place.

No Senator or Representative shall, during the time for 
which he was elected, be appointed to any civil office un-
der the authority of the United States which shall have 
been created or the emoluments whereof shall have 
been increased during such time; and no person holding 
any office under the United States shall be a member of 
either House during his continuance in office.

Section 7. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in 
the House of Representatives; but the Senate may pro-
pose or concur with amendments as on other bills.

Every bill which shall have passed the House of Repre-
sentatives and the Senate shall, before it becomes a law,
be presented to the President of the United States; if he 
approve, he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with 
his objections, to that House in which it shall have origi-
nated, who shall enter the objections at large on their 
journal and proceed to reconsider it. If, after such recon-
sideration, two thirds of that House shall agree to pass 
the bill, it shall be sent, together with the objections, to 
the other House, by which it shall likewise be reconsid-
ered, and if approved by two thirds of that House, it shall 
become a law. But in all such cases, the votes of both 
Houses shall be determined by yeas and nays and the 
names of the persons voting for and against the bill shall 
be entered on the journal of each House respectively. If 
any bill shall not be returned by the President within ten 
days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been pre-
sented to him, the same shall be a law in like manner as 
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if he had signed it unless the Congress, by their adjourn-
ment, prevent its return, in which case it shall not be a 
law.

Every order, resolution, or vote to which the concurrence 
of the Senate and House of Representatives may be nec-
essary (except on a question of adjournment) shall be 
presented to the President of the United States; and be-
fore the same shall take effect shall be approved by him, 
or, being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two 
thirds of the Senate and House of Representatives ac-
cording to the rules and limitations prescribed in the case
of a bill.

Section 8. The Congress shall have power to lay and col-
lect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises to pay the debts 
and provide for the common defense and general welfare
of the United States; but all duties, imposts, and excises 
shall be uniform throughout the United States;

To borrow money on the credit of the United States;

To regulate commerce with foreign nations and among 
the several States and with the Indian tribes;

To establish an uniform rule of naturalization and uniform
laws on the subject of bankruptcies throughout the United
States;

To coin money, regulate the value thereof and of foreign 
coin, and fix the standard of weights and measures;

To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the secu-
rities and current coin of the United States;

To establish post offices and post roads;
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To promote the progress of science and useful arts by 
securing for limited times to authors and inventors the ex-
clusive rights to their respective writings and discoveries;

To constitute tribunals inferior to the Supreme Court;

To define and punish piracies and felonies committed on 
the high seas and offences against the law of nations;

To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal, and 
make rules concerning captures on land and water;

To raise & support armies, but no appropriation of money
to that use shall be for a longer term than two years;

To provide and maintain a Navy;

To make rules for the government and regulation of the 
land and naval forces;

To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws 
of the Union, suppress insurrections, and repel invasions;

To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining the 
militia and for governing such part of them as may be 
employed in the service of the United States, reserving to
the States respectively the appointment of the officers 
and the authority of training the militia according to the 
discipline prescribed by Congress;

To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever 
over such district (not exceeding ten miles square) as 
may, by cession of particular States and the acceptance 
of Congress, become the seat of the government of the 
United States, and to exercise like authority over all 
places purchased by the consent of the legislature of the 
State in which the same shall be for the erection of forts, 

441

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1502516136


Order Paperback on Amazon

magazines, arsenals, dockyards, and other needful build-
ings; – and

To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into execution the foregoing powers and all other
powers vested by this Constitution in the government of 
the United States or in any department or officer thereof.

Section 9. The migration or importation of such persons 
as any of the States now existing shall think proper to ad-
mit shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the 
year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a tax or 
duty may be imposed on such importation not exceeding 
ten dollars for each person.

The privilege of the writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be 
suspended unless when in cases of rebellion or invasion 
the public safety may require it.

No bill of attainder or ex post facto law shall be passed.

No capitation or other direct tax shall be laid unless in 
proportion to the census or enumeration herein before di-
rected to be taken.

No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from any 
State.

No preference shall be given by any regulation of com-
merce or revenue to the ports of one State over those of 
another: nor shall vessels bound to or from one State be 
obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties in another.

No money shall be drawn from the Treasury but in conse-
quence of appropriations made by law; and a regular 
statement and account of the receipts and expenditures 
of all public money shall be published from time to time.
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No title of nobility shall be granted by the United States: 
and no person holding any office of profit or trust under 
them shall, without the consent of the Congress, accept 
of any present, emolument, office, or title of any kind 
whatever from any king, prince, or foreign State.

Section 10. No State shall enter into any treaty, alliance, 
or confederation; grant letters of marque and reprisal; 
coin money, emit bills of credit; make any thing but gold 
and silver coin a tender in payment of debts; pass any bill
of attainder, ex post facto law, or law impairing the obli-
gation of contracts, or grant any title of nobility.

No State shall, without the consent of the Congress, lay 
any imposts of duties on imports or exports except what 
may be absolutely necessary for executing its inspection 
laws: and the net produce of all duties and imposts laid 
by any State on imports or exports shall be for the use of 
the Treasury of the United States; and all such laws shall 
be subject to the revision and control of the Congress.

No State shall, without the consent of Congress, lay any 
duty of tonnage, keep troops, or ships of war in time of 
peace, enter into any agreement or compact with another
State or with a foreign power, or engage in war, unless 
actually invaded, or in such imminent danger as will not 
admit of delay.

ARTICLE II

Section 1. The executive power shall be vested in a Pres-
ident of the United States of America. He shall hold his 
office during the term of four years and, together with the 
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Vice-President chosen for the same term, be elected as 
follows:

Each State shall appoint, in such manner as the legisla-
ture thereof may direct, a number of electors equal to the 
whole number of Senators and Representatives to which 
the State may be entitled in the Congress: but no Senator
or Representative or person holding an office of trust or 
profit under the United States shall be appointed an elec-
tor.

The electors shall meet in their respective States and 
vote by ballot for two persons of whom one at least shall 
not be an inhabitant of the same State with themselves. 
And they shall make a list of all the persons voted for and
of the number of votes for each; which list they shall sign 
and certify and transmit sealed to the seat of the govern-
ment of the United States, directed to the President of the
Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the pres-
ence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open 
all the certificates and the votes shall then be counted. 
The person having the greatest number of votes shall be 
the President if such number be a majority of the whole 
number of electors appointed; and if there be more than 
one who have such majority and have an equal number 
of votes, then the House of Representatives shall imme-
diately choose by ballot one of them for President; and if 
no person have a majority, then from the five highest on 
the list the said House shall in like manner choose the 
President. But in choosing the President, the votes shall 
be taken by States, the representation from each State 
having one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist 
of a member or members from two-thirds of the States, 
and a majority of all the States shall be necessary to a 
choice. In every case, after the choice of the President, 
the person having the greatest number of votes of the 
electors shall be the Vice-President. But if there should 
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remain two or more who have equal votes, the Senate 
shall choose from them by ballot the Vice-President. [The
preceding section has been superseded by the Twelfth 
Amendment.]

The Congress may determine the time of choosing the 
electors and the day on which they shall give their votes; 
which day shall be the same throughout the United 
States.

No person except a natural born citizen, or a citizen of 
the United States at the time of the adoption of this Con-
stitution, shall be eligible to the office of President; nei-
ther shall any person be eligible to that office who shall 
not have attained to the age of thirty-five years and been 
fourteen years a resident within the United States.

In case of the removal of the President from office, or of 
his death, resignation, or inability to discharge the powers
and duties of the said office, the same shall devolve on 
the Vice-President, and the Congress may by law provide
for the case of removal, death, resignation, or inability, 
both of the President and Vice-President, declaring what 
officer shall then act as President, and such officer shall 
act accordingly until the disability be removed or a Presi-
dent shall be elected.

The President shall, at stated times, receive for his ser-
vices a compensation which shall neither be increased 
nor diminished during the period for which he shall have 
been elected, and he shall not receive within that period 
any other emolument from the United States or any of 
them.

Before he enter on the execution of his office, he shall 
take the following oath or affirmation: – “I do solemnly 
swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the office of 

445

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1502516136


Order Paperback on Amazon

President of the United States and will, to the best of my 
ability, preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of 
the United States.”

Section 2. The President shall be Commander in Chief of
the Army and Navy of the United States, and of the militia
of the several States when called into the actual service 
of the United States; he may require the opinion, in writ-
ing, of the principal officer in each of the executive de-
partments upon any subject relating to the duties of their 
respective offices, and he shall have power to grant re-
prieves and pardons for offenses against the United 
States, except in cases of impeachment.

He shall have power, by and with the advice and consent
of the Senate, to make treaties, provided two thirds of the
Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, and by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall ap-
point Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, 
Judges of the Supreme Court, and all other Officers of 
the United States, whose appointments are not herein 
otherwise provided for and which shall be established by 
law: but the Congress may by law vest the appointment 
of such inferior officers as they think proper in the Presi-
dent alone, in the Courts of law, or in the heads of de-
partments.

The President shall have power to fill up all vacancies 
that may happen during the recess of the Senate by 
granting commissions which shall expire at the end of 
their next session.

Section 3. He shall from time to time give to the Con-
gress information of the state of the Union and recom-
mend to their consideration such measures as he shall 
judge necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary
occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them, and 

446

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1502516136


Order Paperback on Amazon

in case of disagreement between them with respect to 
the time of adjournment, he may adjourn them to such 
time as he shall think proper; he shall receive Ambas-
sadors and other public Ministers; he shall take care that 
the laws be faithfully executed, and shall commission all 
the officers of the United States.

Section 4. The President, Vice-President, and all civil offi-
cers of the United States shall be removed from office on 
impeachment for and conviction of treason, bribery, or 
other high crimes and misdemeanors.

ARTICLE III

Section 1. The judicial power of the United States shall 
be vested in one Supreme Court and in such inferior 
Courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain and
establish. The Judges, both of the Supreme and inferior 
Courts, shall hold their offices during good behavior and 
shall, at stated times, receive for their services a com-
pensation which shall not be diminished during their con-
tinuance in office.

Section 2. The judicial power shall extend to all cases in 
law and equity arising under this Constitution, the laws of 
the United States, and treaties made, or which shall be 
made, under their authority: – to all cases affecting Am-
bassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls; – to all 
cases of admiralty and maritime jurisdiction; – to contro-
versies to which the United States shall be a party; – to 
controversies between two or more States; – between a 
State and citizens of another State; – between citizens of 
different States, – between citizens of the same State 
claiming lands under grants of different States, and be-
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tween a State, or the citizens thereof, and foreign States, 
citizens, or subjects.

In all cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers
and Consuls, and those in which a State shall be party, 
the Supreme Court shall have original jurisdiction. In all 
the other cases before mentioned, the Supreme Court 
shall have appellate jurisdiction both as to law and fact 
with such exceptions and under such regulations as the 
Congress shall make.

The trial of all crimes, except in cases of impeachment, 
shall be by jury; and such trial shall be held in the State 
where the said crimes shall have been committed; but 
when not committed within any State, the trial shall be at 
such place or places as the Congress may by law have 
directed.

Section 3. Treason against the United States shall con-
sist only in levying war against them or in adhering to 
their enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No person 
shall be convicted of treason unless on the testimony of 
two witnesses to the same overt act or on confession in 
open court.

The Congress shall have power to declare the punish-
ment of treason, but no attainder of treason shall work 
corruption of blood or forfeiture except during the life of 
the person attainted.

ARTICLE IV

Section 1. Full faith and credit shall be given in each 
State to the public acts, records, and judicial proceedings
of every other State. And the Congress may by general 

448

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1502516136


Order Paperback on Amazon

laws prescribe the manner in which such acts, records, 
and proceedings shall be proved, and the effect thereof.

Section 2. The citizens of each State shall be entitled to 
all privileges and immunities of citizens in the several 
States.

A person charged in any State with treason, felony, or 
other crime, who shall flee from justice and be found in 
another State, shall on demand of the executive authority
of the State from which he fled, be delivered up to be re-
moved to the State having jurisdiction of the crime.

No person held to service or labor in one State under the 
laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in conse-
quence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged 
from such service or labor, but shall be delivered up on 
claim of the party to whom such service or labor may be 
due.

Section 3. New States may be admitted by the Congress 
into this Union; but no new State shall be formed or 
erected within the jurisdiction of any other State; nor any 
State be formed by the junction of two or more States or 
parts of States without the consent of the legislatures of 
the States concerned as well as of the Congress.

The Congress shall have power to dispose of and make 
all needful rules and regulations respecting the territory 
or other property belonging to the United States; and 
nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as to 
prejudice any claims of the United States or of any partic-
ular State.

Section 4. The United States shall guarantee to every 
State in this Union a republican form of government and 
shall protect each of them against invasion; and on appli-
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cation of the legislature, or of the Executive (when the 
legislature cannot be convened), against domestic vio-
lence.

ARTICLE V

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall 
deem it necessary, shall propose amendments to this 
Constitution or, on the application of the legislatures of 
two thirds of the several States, shall call a convention for
proposing amendments which, in either case, shall be 
valid to all intents and purposes as part of this Constitu-
tion when ratified by the legislatures of three fourths of 
the several States or by conventions in three fourths 
thereof as the one or the other mode of ratification may 
be proposed by the Congress; provided that no amend-
ment which may be made prior to the year one thousand 
eight hundred and eight shall in any manner affect the 
first and fourth clauses in the ninth section of the first arti-
cle; and that no State, without its consent, shall be de-
prived of its equal suffrage in the Senate.

ARTICLE VI

All debts contracted and engagements entered into be-
fore the adoption of this Constitution shall be as valid 
against the United States under this Constitution as un-
der the Confederation.

This Constitution and the laws of the United States which
shall be made in pursuance thereof; and all treaties made
or which shall be made, under the authority of the United 
States shall be the supreme law of the land; and the 

450

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1502516136


Order Paperback on Amazon

judges in every State shall be bound thereby, any thing in
the Constitution or laws of any State to the contrary not-
withstanding.

The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, 
and the members of the several State legislatures, and 
all executive and judicial officers both of the United 
States and of the several States, shall be bound by oath 
or affirmation to support this Constitution; but no religious
test shall ever be required as a qualification to any office 
or public trust under the United States.

ARTICLE VII

The ratification of the conventions of nine States shall be 
sufficient for the establishment of this Constitution be-
tween the States so ratifying the same.

DONE in convention by the unanimous consent of the 
States present the seventeenth day of September in the 
Year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty
seven, and of the independence of the United States of 
America the twelfth.

Signers of the Constitution

DELAWARE : George Read, Gunning Bedford, Jr., John 
Dickinson, Richard Bassett, Jacob Broom

MARYLAND : James McHenry, Daniel of St. Thomas 
Jenifer, Daniel Carroll
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VIRGINIA : John Blair, James Madison, Jr., George 
Washington

NORTH CAROLINA : William Blount, Richard Dobbs 
Spaight, Hugh Williamson

SOUTH CAROLINA : John Rutledge, Charles 
Cotesworth Pinckney, Charles Pinckney, Pierce Butler

GEORGIA : William Few, Abraham Baldwin

NEW HAMPSHIRE : John Langdon, Nicholas Gilman

MASSACHUSETTS : Nathaniel Gorham, Rufus King

CONNECTICUT : William Samuel Johnson, Roger Sher-
man

NEW YORK : Alexander Hamilton

NEW JERSEY : William Livingston, David Brearley, 
William Paterson, Jonathan Dayton

PENNSYLVANIA : Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Mifflin, 
Robert Morris, George Clymer, Thomas Fitzsimons, 
Jared Ingersoll, James Wilson, Gouverneur Morris
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Bill of RightsBill of Rights

The Preamble to The Bill of Rights

Congress of the United States begun and held at the
City of New-York, on Wednesday the fourth of March,

one thousand seven hundred and eighty nine.

THE Conventions of a number of the States, having at 
the time of their adopting the Constitution, expressed a 
desire, in order to prevent misconstruction or abuse of its 
powers, that further declaratory and restrictive clauses 
should be added: And as extending the ground of public 
confidence in the Government, will best ensure the 
beneficent ends of its institution.

RESOLVED by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America, in Congress as-
sembled, two thirds of both Houses concurring, that the 
following Articles be proposed to the Legislatures of the 
several States, as amendments to the Constitution of the 
United States, all, or any of which Articles, when ratified 
by three fourths of the said Legislatures, to be valid to all 
intents and purposes, as part of the said Constitution; viz.

ARTICLES in addition to, and Amendment of the Consti-
tution of the United States of America, proposed by Con-
gress, and ratified by the Legislatures of the several 
States, pursuant to the fifth Article of the original Consti-
tution.

Note: The following text is a transcription of the first ten 
amendments to the Constitution in their original form. 
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These amendments were ratified December 15, 1791, 
and form what is known as the "Bill of Rights."

I. Freedom of Speech, Press, Religion and Petition

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the 
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition
the Government for a redress of grievances.

II. Right to keep and bear arms

A well-regulated militia, being necessary to the security of
a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear 
arms, shall not be infringed.

III. Conditions for quarters of soldiers

No soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any 
house, without the consent of the owner, nor in time of 
war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.

IV. Right of search and seizure regulated

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, 
houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable 
searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no war-
rants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by 
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oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place 
to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.

V. Provisons concerning prosecution

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or other-
wise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indict-
ment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land 
or naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual service in 
time of war or public danger; nor shall any person be 
subject for the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy 
of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case
to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, 
liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall 
private property be taken for public use without just com-
pensation.

VI. Right to a speedy trial, witnesses, etc.

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the 
right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of 
the State and district wherein the crime shall have been  
committed, which district shall have been previously as-
certained by law, and to be informed of the nature and 
cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the wit-
nesses against him; to have compulsory process for ob-
taining witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance 
of counsel for his defense.

VII. Right to a trial by jury

In suits at common law, where the value in controversy 
shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall 
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be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury shall be other-
wise reexamined in any court of the United States, than 
according to the rules of the common law.

VIII. Excessive bail, cruel punishment

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines 
imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

IX. Rule of construction of Constitution

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, 
shall not be construed to deny or disparage others re-
tained by the people.

X. Rights of the States under Constitution

The powers not delegated to the United States by the 
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are 
reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.
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